
Member States seeking a financial contribution from the European Union for national 
programmes of eradication, control and surveillance shall submit online this application 
completely filled out. 
  
In case of difficulty, please contact SANTE-VET-PROG@ec.europa.eu, describe the issue 
and mention the version of this document:

Submission Number

1441312873524-6659

Submission Date

Thursday, September 03, 2015 23:41:03

2015 1.03

Your current version of Acrobat is: 11.015

Instructions to complete the form: 

1) You need to have at least the Adobe Reader version 8.1.3 or higher to fill and submit 
this form. 

2) To verify your data entry while filling your form, you can use the “verify form” button at 
the top of each page. 

3) When you have finished filling the form, verify that your internet connection is active, 
save a copy on your computer and then click on the “submit notification” button below. 
If the form is properly filled, the notification will be submitted to the EU server and a 
submission number will appear in the corresponding field. 
If you don't succeed to submit your programme following this procedure, check with your 
IT service that the security settings of your computer are compatible with this online 
submission procedure. 

4) All programmes submitted online are kept in a central database. However only the 
information in the last submission is used when processing the data. 

5) IMPORTANT: Once you have received the submission number, save the form on your 
computer for your records. 

6) If the form is not properly filled in, an alert box will appear indicating the number of 
incorrect fields. Please check your form again, complete it and re-submit it according to 
steps 3). Should you still have difficulties, please contact SANTE-VET-PROG@ec.europa.
eu. 

7) For simplification purposes you are invited to submit multi-annual programmes. 
8) As mentioned during the Plenary Task Force of 28/2/2014, you are invited to submit your 

programmes in English.

Annex IV : Programme for the surveillance of Avian Influenza in 
poultry and wild birds submitted for obtaining EU cofinancing
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ANNEX 4 : Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry and wild 
birds

1. Identification of the programme 

Member state : ELLADA

Disease avian influenza in poultry and wild birds

This program is multi annual :  no

Request of  Union co-financing 
from beginning of :   

2016
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ANNEX 4 : Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry and wild 
birds

1.1  Contact

Name : S. PERDIKARIS

Phone : +302102125789

Your job type within the  CA : Veterinary legislative officer in the area of animal health (birds, aq

Email : ka6u043@minagric.gr

2. Description and implementation of the surveillance programme in 
poultry

2.1.1  Designation of the central authority in charge of supervising and  
coordinating the departments responsible for implementing the 
programme

(max. 32000 chars) : 

The Central Authority for the Programme is the Animal Health Directorate of the General  Directorate of 
Sustainable Animal Production & Veterinary Affairs of the Ministry of Productive Reconstruction, 
Environment & Energy  . The Department of Infectious and Parasitic Doseases of the Animal Health 
Directorate is responsible for the description of the Programme, the follow up of the necessary 
procedures and the collection and elaboration of the data. 

2.1.2  System in place for the registration of holdings 
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ANNEX 4 : Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry and wild 
birds

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Holdings are registered by using the NUTS (3) code in conjunction with a unique prefectural number 
assigned to them by the Competent Veterinary Authority. Thus every holding is easily identified and 
traceability is secured.

2.1.3  Design (risk based surveillance or surveillance based on 
representative sampling taking into account criteria in Annex I of 
Commission Decision 2010/367/EC)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

For the year 2016, the surveillance programme for avian influenza in Greece's poultry population shall 
be based on representative sampling and will be implemented by the official Veterinary Services at 
prefectural and regional level . It will take into account the guidelines set out in Commission decision 
2010/367/EU adjusted to the most recent national data regarding the number and location of poultry 
holdings, production type and poultry population per category. 
 
The objective of this programme is to establish an active serological survey throughout Greece in order 
to secure early detection of circulating avian influenza virus and appliance of all necessary measures in 
accordance with Directive 2005/94/EC. It aims at detecting: 
             a) low pathogenic avian influenza (LPAI) of subtypes H5 and H7 in gallinaceous birds and ratites 
thereby complementing other existing early detection systems and subsequently preventing possible 
mutation of these viruses to highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI); 
            b) LPAI of subtypes H5 and H7 and HPAI in domestic waterfowl. 
 
The number of holdings  to be sampled per poultry category is in accordance to Tables 1 and 2 of point 
5 of Annex I to Commission Decision 2010/367/EU and serological sampling shall be stratified 
throughout the whole territory of Greece.  
 
A more thorough presentation of the sampling plan and sampling procedures per poultry category is 
laid down in sections 2.2 and 2.3 of this form.  
 
All positive and negative results obtained under the surveillance programme for poultry will be 
submitted to the Commission of the EU by the General Veterinary Directorate of the Ministry of Rural 
Development and Food through the Commission on-line system. Two 6-month period reports will be 
submitted by forwarding them within a period of four weeks following the end of the months covered 
by the report. 



Page 5 of 45

ANNEX 4 : Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry and wild 
birds

2.1.3.1 Short description of  predominant poultry population and types of 
poultry production

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Based on recent data, Gallus gallus species represent the majority of farmed poultry, mainly reared in 
two types, egg and meat production. The annual laying population varies between 6,3 and 6,400,000 
layers while around 100,000,000 broilers are fattened per year. In order to cover this kind of production, a 
significant number of chicken breeder farms also exist. A less important category in terms of production 
size, but quite significant for biosecurity reasons, is the farming of chickens meant to be sold for use as 
backyard poultry. 
 
The breeding of other species of poultry in Greece continues to be very limited. Turkey farming is mostly 
seasonal with a rather small number of farms and a small number of turkeys per farm. Ostrich rearing has 
declined resulting to the presence of  a limited number of ratite holdings. Ducks and geese are mainly 
kept as backyard poultry and a limited number of holdings rear them, usually along with other poultry 
species,  for the purpose of selling them later for use as backyard flocks. Gallinaceous species other than 
chickens and turkeys (e.g. partridges, quails, pheasants etc) are mainly reared as game birds, however, 
they can also be found in some holdings rearing poultry meant to be sold for use as backyard flocks. 
 
According to current data, broiler type holdings are mainly concentrated in the Northwest area of the  
country and especially in Epirus territory (Prefecture of Ioannina and Prefecture of Arta), while a relatively 
large number of this type of farms are located  in the Prefectures of Evia, Attica, Viotia, Arkadia, Pieria, 
and Thessaloniki.  Holdings rearing laying hens are mainly located in the Prefectures of Attica and 
Thessaloniki, followed by the Prefectures of Viotia, Evros, Korinthia and Argolida. Reproductive flocks are 
reared mainly in Epirus and Evia and less in Attica and Viotia Prefectures. More than half of the farms 
rearing poultry, mainly chicken, that is meant to be sold for use as backyard flocks are located in the 
Prefecture of Attica. Very small number or no Gallus gallus farms exist in the other Prefectures.  Turkey 
farms are located mainly in Northern and Central Greece, while οstrich farms are more evenly distributed 
throughout the whole country.

2.1.3.2 Criteria and risk factors for risk based surveillance(1)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Surveillance will not be risk-based.
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ANNEX 4 : Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry and wild 
birds

(1) Including maps showing target sampling sites identified as being particularly at risk for the introduction of avian 
influenza virus, taking into account criteria set out in point 4 of Annex I to Commission Decision 2010/367/EC.

2.2 Target populations  (2)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

As already mentioned, surveillance shall be carried out according to a representative sampling scheme. 
The programme will primarily focus on chicken breeders, laying hens, free range broilers, fattening 
turkeys and poultry, mainly chickens, reared and sold for use as backyard flocks. The other poultry 
categories are also targeted, although in a lesser extent,  in order to ensure national coverage of the 
native poultry population.  
 
Poultry populations to be targeted in the framework of this surveillance programme are analytically 
presented as follows: 
 
I) Gallus gallus farming 
 
The implementation of the programme in Gallus gallus farms will cover the whole country. All 
production categories shall be included and the number of farms to be sampled will be according to 
Table 1 of point 5 of Annex I to Commission Decision 2010/367/EU. 
 
a) Chicken breeders 
Having in mind that according to most recent data there are 95 farms of chicken breeders in  whole 
Greece, the total minimum number of farms for this species to be sampled is 53. 
 
b) Laying Hens 
Taking into account that the estimated number of laying hen farms is 373, 60 farms are scheduled to be 
sampled. 
 
c) Free range/organic laying hens 
Since there are 83 farms of free range/organic laying hens throughout Greece, 42 of them will be 
included in the sampling plan of this year’s survey programme. 
 
d) Free range/organic broilers 
From a total of 54 free range/organic broiler farms in Greece, 42 shall be sampled given the increased 
risk for this poultry category and the fact that the vast majority of holdings are located in the same 
geographical area with reproductive flocks. 
 
e) Poultry reared and sold for use as backyard flocks 
Different poultry species (chickens, turkeys, ducks, geese, quails, pheasants etc)  can be found in 
holdings of this production type. However, since chickens predominate in terms of population numbers 
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ANNEX 4 : Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry and wild 
birds

and number of  farms rearing them , this production category has always been associated with Gallus 
Gallus farming. For details in  the event of ducks and geese  presence, see the relevant  paragraph  
below. 
In Greece there are 111 commercial farms producing poultry (mainly chickens) meant to be sold for use 
as backyard flocks and 53 of them are planned to be sampled in the framework of the AI survey 
programme.  
 
II)  Turkey farming 
 
a) Fattening turkeys 
The implementation of the programme in fattening turkeys will take place throughout the Greek 
territory. Number of turkey farms to be sampled is calculated based on figures shown in Table 1 of point 
5 of Annex I to Commission Decision 2010/367/EU. Taking into account the number of fattening turkey 
farms (39) in Greece, 35 holdings shall be sampled. 
 
b) Turkey breeders 
The implementation of the programme in turkey breeders will take place throughout the Greek territory. 
Number of turkey farms to be sampled is calculated based on figures shown in Table 1 of point 5 of 
Annex I to Commission Decision 2010/367/EU. Taking into account the number of turkey breeder farms 
(3) in Greece,  all the holdings of this production category shall be sampled.  
 
III) Ostrich farming 
 
Ostrich sampling will take place throughout Greece , while number of ostrich farms to be sampled is 
calculated based on figures shown in Table 1 of point 5 of Annex I to Commission Decision 2010/367/EU.
Taking into account that the number of ostrich farms in Greece is 5, all of them shall be investigated. 
 
IV) Duck and Goose farming  
 
Ducks and geese in Greece are basically found in backyard flocks in rural areas of the country. The only 
commercial farms that rear them, along with other poultry species, are those selling them for use as 
backyard poultry. Although the total number of farms belonging to this production category is known 
(111), it's difficult to precisely determine in annual basis how many and which of them rear ducks and 
geese since these species just occasionally complement the primary chicken production of the farm.  
Given that gallinaceous birds, mainly chickens, are the main poultry species farmed in commercial 
holdings of this production type, the number of farms (53) to be sampled shall comply to Table 1 of 
point 5 of Annex I to Commission Decision 2010/367/EU. In case ducks and geese are found during the 
investigation of the 53 farms scheduled to be sampled, additional samples from these species shall be 
collected. Moreover, in case there are farms known for keeping ducks and geese they shall be included in 
the sampling plan and additional samples shall be collected as well. We estimate that from a total 
number of 53 farms scheduled to be sampled from this particular production category, ducks and geese 
will be present and sampled in eight of them. 
 
 VI) Farmed game birds (gallinaceous) 
 
 In Greece 23 farms for the production of game birds (gallinaceous) exist, i.e.,  birds farmed for release 
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ANNEX 4 : Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry and wild 
birds

and hunting.  As in previous year, these farms will be included in the AI surveillance programme for 2016 
focusing mainly in adult birds.  The number of holdings of this production category to be sampled is 
calculated based on figures shown in Table 1 of point 5 of Annex I to Commission Decision 2010/367/EU, 
therefore all 23 farms shall be included in the programme. 
 
Analytical presentation of the number of holdings to be sampled per poultry category and geographical 
area is laid down in tables in sections 2.2.1 and 2.2.2 of this form.

(2) including MS specific exceptional circumstances as described in Annex I point 3 of Commission Decision 2010/367/EU) 
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