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Members

• 9 seats for Member States
(13 involved: Belgium, Denmark, France, Finland, Ireland,
Germany, Italy, Romania, Slovakia, Spain, Portugal, Hungary,
Netherlands)

• 3 NGOs (RSPCA, Vier Pfoten, Eurogroup for Animals)
• 1 Business Organisation (FVE)
• 1 Independent expert (University of Milano)

Voluntary initiative on improving health & welfare of pets (dogs) in trade



Objectives (extract)

• Exchange of good practices on enforcement, Identification and
Registration,

• Improving communication & cooperation between Member
States with regard to pet trade,

• Greater exchangeability of data from I&R systems,

• Development of guides/guidelines,

• Improving the use of the TRACES system.



Mapping survey

Our group mapped all national
legislation in respect to:

- Identification and registration;

- Categories and requirements for
breeders;

- Selling of dogs; etc.

27 countries 
mapped so far

24





Updated mapping

Results overview:

- Mandatory I&R of dogs



Ongoing work

• Recommendations document regarding the outcomes of the
Mapping on I&R of dogs and breeders in all Member States.

• Development of guidelines /guides:
- Online dog sale: advertisement of dogs (see next slides) (BE, ES, FI, IRE,

DE, DK)

- Transport: road transport of dogs and cats (ES, BE)
- Breeders: dogs, cats; including chapter on dog socialization (IT, DK, BE)



THE 
BUYERS’

CHECKLIST 



GUIDELINES 
FOR 

ONLINE 
PLATFORMS



Timeline Online trade documents
Activity Who Deadline

Produce first drafts leaflets Chair, secretariat S1 2019

Consultation within online group Online subgroup July 2019

Consultation plenary subgroup Plenary subgroup August-Sept

Consultation stakeholders Selected stakeholders (i.e. EUPAAG, EU dog 
and cat alliance, EPO,

Dogs Trust, 4Paws, RSPCA, etc.)

August-Sept

First final draft Plenary subgroup End Sept

Presentation drafts to EU Platform and 
start consultation Platform

Léon Arnts TODAY

Consultation Platform Platform members Oct-Nov

Finalisation leaflets Subgroup trade December

Promotion leaflets All Q1 and Q2 2020



Health & Welfare of Pets (dogs) in trade

VOLUNTARY INITIATIVE GROUP
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