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Standard requirements for the submission of
surveillance programmes for avian influenza

1. Identification of the programme

Member state: MALTA

Disease : avian influenza in poultry and wild birds

Request of Community co-financing from beginning of : {2012 toendof (2012

1.1 Contact

Name: Dr.Anthony Gruppetta
Phone : 00356 25905168
Fax.: 00356 25905182

Email : cvo.mrae@gov.mt

2. Description of the surveillance programme in poultry

2.1 Objectives of surveillance programmes

(max. 32000 chars) :

The objective of the programme includes:

« Achieving harmonization with other EU countries in veterinary control and surveillance programmes;
« The strengthening of veterinary epidemiological surveillance measures in accordance with EU
legislation;

« Ensuring the early recognition of sub clinical infections of Low PathogenicAvian Influenza within the
local animal population;

« The rapid implementation of investigation protocols with all relevant restrictions on the movement of
animals and animal products coming into force until confirmatory results are received.

« Contribute to achieving a disease free status for Malta from notifiable Avian Influenza

« To conform to community legislation with regards the surveillance of avian influenza in poultry and
wild birds EC/94/2005.

» To enhance the surveillance of Avian influenza in wild bird species through increased collaboration
with hunting organisations and conservation groups.
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Standard requirements for the submission of
surveillance programmes for avian influenza

2.2 Design, implementation and target population

(max. 32000 chars) :

« Sampling shall take place between January and December 2012.

The targeted population are layer flocks.

- Samples shall be tested at the National Veterinary Laboratory in Malta using ELISA and any positive
samples sent to the CRL for confirmatory testing.

+ Any Confirmed positive holdings will be retrospectively investigated by the Veterinary Regulation
Division under the Agriculture and Fisheries Regulation Department.

2.2.1 Risk based surveillance (RBS)

(max. 32000 chars) :

As Malta is not in a position to carry out a sufficiently evidence based assessment of risk pathways for
infection of poultry flocks in its territory, surveillance programme based on a representative sample as
outlined in Annex 1 of Commission Decision 367/2010 will be adopted.

2.2.2 Surveillance based on Representative Sampling

(max. 32000 chars) :

As Malta is not in a position to carry out a sufficiently evidence based assessment of risk pathways for
infection of poultry flocks in its territory, a surveillance programme based on a representative sample as
outlined in Annex 1 of Commission Decision 367/2010 will be adopted.

3. Target populations

(max. 32000 chars) :

The only Target Populations present in the Maltese Islands as set out in point 3 Annex 1 of Commission
Decision 367/2010 are laying hens (a) the other varieties of poultry listed (b to I) are not reared on a
commercial level.

4. Risk-based surveillance (RBS) method
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Standard requirements for the submission of
surveillance programmes for avian influenza

4.1 Criteria and Risk factors

4.1.1 Criteria and risk factors for virus introduction into poultry holdings due
to direct or indirect exposure to wild birds in particular those of identified 'target
species’

(max. 32000 chars) :

Although an evidence based assessment of risk pathways for infection of poultry flocks in the Maltese
territory, has not been carried out, all commercial "target species” flocks, that is laying hens, are housed
in doors. There is no access to wild birds. The sprawling urban environment of the Maltese Islands is a
further deterrent for wild birds to have contact with domestic poultry.

4.1.2. Criteria and risk factors for virus spread within poultry holdings and
between poultry holdings, as well as the consequences (impact) of the spread of
avian influenza from poultry to poultry and between poultry holdings

(max. 32000 chars) :

An evidence based assessment of risk pathways for infection of poultry flocks in the Maltese territory,
has not been carried out. Surveillance will be based on Representative Sampling, however once
introduced on a farm the close proximity of houses on a holding would facilitate the spread of avian
influenza on a farm.

4.2. Targeting of populations at risk

(max. 32000 chars) :

An evidence based assessment of risk pathways for infection of poultry flocks in the Maltese territory,
has not been carried out. Surveillance will be based on Representative Sampling. Refer to point 3 above.
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Standard requirements for the submission of
surveillance programmes for avian influenza

4.3. Targeting of poultry holdings to be sampled

(max. 32000 chars) :

An evidence based assessment of risk pathways for infection of poultry flocks in the Maltese territory,
has not been carried out.

The only target populations present in the Maltese Islands as set out in point 3 Annex 1 of Commission
Decision 367/2010 are laying hens (a) the other varieties of poultry listed (b to I) are not reared on a
commercial level.

All target populations, that is, laying hens will be sampled. This will be carried out when flocks are
sampled for salmonella according to the Salmonella National Control Programme.

There are currently 41 operational holdings with layers on the Maltese islands, which between them, are
made up of approximately 118 houses/flocks. On the bases of Annex 1 of Commission Decision
367/2010, point 5 (representative sampling method) ,table 1(Number of poultry holdings to be sampled
in each poultry production category) all 41 holdings will be sampled.

In line with point 5.2 of Annex 1 of Commission Decision 367/2010, a maximum10 samples will be
collected from each of the houses.
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