
This draft has not been adopted or endorsed by the European Commission. Any views expressed are the preliminary views of 
the Commission services and may not in any circumstances be regarded as stating an official position of the Commission. The 

information transmitted is intended only for the Member State or entity to which it is addressed for discussions and may 
contain confidential and/or privileged material

WORKING DOCUMENT

Examples regarding the phase-out of the following smoke flavouring 

primary products (SFPPs):

SF-001, SF-002, SF-003, SF-004, SF-005, SF-006, SF-008 and SF-009*

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2024/2067 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2024/2067/oj

* The examples provided include interpretations that apply only in the specific context of the phase-out measures for the relevant SFPPs

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2024/2067/oj


Q: Until when can meat product containing smoke flavourings (e.g. bacon) be used as an ingredient to produce 
compound foods like frozen pizza or filled pasta?

Question 1

A: In accordance with Article 2(1)(a) of Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2024/2067 meat products 
containing smoke flavourings (e.g. bacon) can be placed in the market until 1 July 2029 and may remain in the 
market until its minimum durability date. Similarly, compound foods, like frozen pizza, containing such 
ingredients, can be placed in the market until 1 July 2029 and may remain in the market until their minimum 
durability date. However, after 1 July 2029, such meat products that can remain in the market until their 
minimum durability date cannot be used anymore to produce compound foods like frozen pizza or filled pasta. 



Q: A dry premix of spices containing smoke flavourings is sold B2B exclusively to be used in a minced meat 
product of food category 8 (Meat). If the premix contains smoke flavourings, can it be used to produce mince meat 
products under category 8 after 1 July 2026 and before 1 July 2029?

Question 2

A: Yes. Since the premix of spices becomes an integral part of the final product (mince meat product) and this 
final product  belongs to one of the food categories of Article 2(1)(a) of Commission Implementing Regulation 
(EU) 2024/2067, it can be produced, marketed B2B and used in mince meat products until 1 July 2029.  This is in 
line with the “reverse carry-over” principle *. The limitation of the use has to be indicated in the label of the 
premix and the relevant FBOs are responsible to guarantee that limitation.

* Note 4 of Annex of Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 1321/2013, that mirrors the “reverse carry-over” principle, reads: 

The presence of a smoke flavouring shall be permitted: 

(a) in a compound food other than as referred to in the Annex, where the primary product is permitted in one of the ingredients of the compound food; 

(b) in a food which is to be used solely in the preparation of a compound food and provided that the compound food complies with this Regulation



Q: A dry premix of spices containing smoke flavourings is placed on the market with the suggestion to be used by 
the consumers on meat products. Can it be placed on the market after 1 July 2026 and before 1 July 2029?

Question 3

A: No. The dry premix of spices may be placed on the market until 1 July 2029 only if it is used for the 
preparation of meat products on condition that the dry premix of spices become integral part of the meat 
product (“reverse carry-over” principle). 

Direct sales to the consumers do not offer sufficient legal guarantees that consumers will limit the use of the 
dry premix of spices to the intended one, despite any labelling indication. In the absence of a practical way to 
enforce the limitations on consumers’ use, business to consumers sales should not be allowed after 1 July 
2026. This approach reconciles the needs of the phase-out and the “reverse carry over” principle.



Q: A BBQ sauce is sold B2B to exclusively be used in the production of ready to bake pork ribs. The final product 
that will be placed in the market are the pork ribs covered by the sauce.  If the sauce contains smoke flavourings, 
can it be sold B2B after 1 July 2026 and before 1 July 2029?

Question 4

A: No. In order for the "reverse carry-over" principle to apply, it requires for the smoke flavourings to be 
“integrated” in the final meat products. As the sauce that contains the smoke flavourings is applied on the top 
of the ribs, this condition is not met and as such the sauce can not be sold for this use after 1 July 2026.



Q: A burger manufacturer makes his own barbecue sauce containing smoke flavourings and uses it to cover a 
burger that will be placed on the market (the sauce itself will not be marketed). Can he use this sauce in burgers 
after 1 July 2026 and before 1 July 2029?

Question 5

A: No. Since the sauce is not integrated into the burger, the “reverse carry-over principle” does not apply, and 
this sauce can not be used on burgers after 1 July 2026. 

To be noted: by “burger” we refer to the meat patty.  



Q: A sauce is placed on the market separately packed but as part of a composite package with a frozen meatloaf 
to cover the meat during baking. Are smoke flavourings allowed in the sauce after 1 July 2026 and before 1 July 
2029 considering that the sauce will be served as part of a meat product?

Question 6

A. No. The sauce, regardless of whether it is marketed as part of a composite package with meatloaf, will not be 
integrated in the final product, as it will be applied only on the top of the final food. As such, this sauce can not 
be used as part of a composite package after 1 July 2026.



Q: A food business operator (FBO) has produced bacon blocks containing smoke flavourings and sold them to a 
retailer before 1 July 2029. Can the retailer cut this bacon in slices, and sell it to the final consumer after 1 July 
2029 and before its minimum durability date?

Question 7

A: Yes. Since simple slicing of the product is not regarded as "further transformation“*. The example is provided 
to clarify the phase out measures of smoke flavourings and it is without prejudice to other relevant EU 
legislation.

* “Further transformation” is considered any activity that will alter the state of the initial product such as further processing or used in the production of compounds foods.
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