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Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza
version : 2.2

1. Identification of the programme 

Member state : LIETUVA

Disease : avian influenza in poultry and wild birds

Request of Community co-financing from beginning of : 2013 to end of 2013

1.1  Contact

Name : Vidmantas Paulauskas

Phone : + 370 5 2404363

Fax. : + 370 5 2404362

Email : vvt@vet.lt

2. Description and implementation of the surveillance programme in 
poultry

2.1.1  Designation of the central authority in charge of supervising and  
coordinating the departments responsible for implementing the 
programme

(max. 32000 chars) : 

State Food and Veterinary Service (hereinafter – SFVS) is the sole competent authority in Lithuania 
responsible for the official control of implementation of the legislation on food, feed, animal health and 
welfare. State Food and Veterinary Service (central service) consists of Administration and 15 
Departments. Administration is comprised of the Director and 4 his deputies. The director is also Chief 
Veterinary Inspector of the State. Four  Departments are concerned with animal health. (Emergency 
Response Department, Food Department, Veterinary Sanitary Department, Animal Health and Welfare 
Department) 
Functions of Animal Health and Welfare Department, responsible for implementation of programme, are 
as follow: 
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The Animal Health and Welfare Department is responsible for the coordination and control of all 
territorial State Food and Veterinary Services involved in the implementation of this program. This 
department collects the data, performs statistical analysis and evaluation of the surveillance program 
and informs the relevant authorities in European Union about the progress of the control and 
surveillance program.  
Also: 
• Analyses epizootic situation of contagious animal diseases in Lithuania and other countries, makes 
assessment of risk factors and adopts decisions on control of infectious animal diseases and contingency 
actions. 
• Organises monitoring and control of contagious animal diseases and zoonoses, and eradication of 
outbreaks of infectious animal diseases. 
• Carries out control over identification and registration of animals, over trade of animals, animal by-
products, feeds and feed additives, over import, distribution and use of veterinary medicines. 
• Analyses, implements EU legislation or drafts national legislation on animal welfare, control, monitoring 
and eradication of infectious animal diseases. 
 
51 territorial State Food and Veterinary Services (administrative divisions) perform official food and 
veterinary control.  
 
 

2.1.2  System in place for the registration of holdings 

(max. 32000 chars) : 

The commercial poultry farms are registered in accordance with Order No. B1-517 of the Director of State 
Food and Veterinary Service of 3 July 2012 on the approval of legal subject that are objects of veterinary 
supervision by the local state food and veterinary services. The local SFVS provide the updates to the list 
of approved legal subjects to the Animal Health and Welfare Department monthly by the local state food 
and veterinary services and included into national register available on Internet http://www.vet.lt/
objektai/LTindex.html. The registered poultry farms are under veterinary supervision. 
The following programs must be presented and operational for the veterinary approval of the holding: 
1. The description of technological process and schemes of the holding and the territory. 
2. Self – control program. 
3. Control Program of drinking water. 
4. Program of collection and disposal of waste water 
5. Program of use and disposal of animal by products. 
6. Control Program of pests. 
7. Program of cleaning and disinfection. 
8. Program of personal hygiene and health control 
9. Program of training of personnel.  
The means of transport must be cleansed and disinfected using method and means, approved by SFVS 
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before and after the transportation of live birds.  
Small poultry keepers are registered in to Farm animal register which is central Data Base for all farm 
animals including poultries. 

2.1.3  Design (risk based or surveillance based on representative sampling)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

1. The location of the poultry holding in proximity to wet areas, ponds, swamps, lakes, rivers or sea 
shores where migratory wild water birds may gather. 
2.  The location of the poultry holding in areas with a high density of migratory wild birds, in particular 
of those birds that are characterised as ‘target species’ (TS) for HPAI H5N1 detection. 
3. The location of poultry holding in proximity to resting and breeding places of migratory wild water 
birds, in particular where these areas are linked through migratory birds’ movements to areas where 
HPAI H5N1 is known to occur in wild birds or poultry. 
4. Poultry holdings with free range production, or poultry holdings where poultry or other captive birds 
are kept in the open-air in any premises in which contact with wild birds cannot be sufficiently 
prevented. 
5. Low biosecurity level in the poultry holding, including the method of storage of feed and the use of 
surface water.

2.1.3.1 Short description of  predominant poultry population and types of 
poultry production

(max. 32000 chars) : 

The predominant poultry population in Lithuania in 2012 are as follows: 
Laying hens of Gallus gallus: 26 approved holdings with 127 flocks (approx. 2 844 500 birds); 
Broilers of Gallus gallus: 41 approved holdings with 272 flocks (approx. 7 250 000 birds); 
Breeding poultry of Gallus gallus: 13 approved holdings with 65 flocks (approx. 362100 birds); 
Ducks: 1 approved holding with 1 flock (approx. 15 000 birds); 
Fattening turkeys: 19 approved holdings with 46 flocks (approx. 451 700 birds).

2.1.3.2 Criteria and risk factors for risk based surveillance(1)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

 1. A risk-based surveillance  will be implemented as a "passive" surveillance system by laboratory 
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investigation of moribund wild birds or birds found dead and it will be specifically directed towards 
water bird species.  
2. Wild birds, in particular migratory water birds, will be specifically targeted and the samples will be 
taken by hunters and official vets. 
3. Areas close to the sea, lakes and waterways where birds were found dead will be targeted;  
4. Detecting subclinical infections in domestic poultry population with  AI of subtypes H5 and H7 
thereby complementing early detection systems. 
5. Detecting infections of  AI H5 and H7 subtypes in specifically targeted poultry populations at specific 
risk for infection due to their husbandry system or species specific susceptibility. 
6. Continuing a “baseline” surveillance of different species of free living migratory birds as part of 
continuous monitoring of LPAI viruses. Anseriformes (water fowl) and Charadriiformes (shorebirds and 
gulls) shall be the main sampling targets to assess if they carry LPAI viruses of H5 and H7 subtypes 
(which would in any case also detect HPAI H5N1 and other HPAI, if present). “Higher risk species” will be 
targeted in particular. 

(1) Including maps showing target sampling sites identified as being particularly at risk for the introduction of avian 
influenza virus, taking into account criteria set out in point 4 of Annex I to Commission Decision 2010/367/EC. 

  
 

2.2 Target populations  (2)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

1. Investigation of living, sick or dead  wild birds and increased mortalities, in particular in selected 
higher risk species and in areas epidemiologically linked to cases of HPAI H5N1 to identify asymptomatic 
carriers and investigation of the risk that theses species in close contact with domestic poultry holdings 
might function as bridge species. 
2. Investigation domestic poultry populations at specific risk for infection due to their husbandry system 
or  specific susceptibility species and  surveys of different species of free living migratory birds. 
Waterfowl and shorebirds are the main sampling targets to assess if they carry LPAI viruses of H5 and H7 
subtypes.

(2) including MS specific exceptional circumstances as described in Annex I point 3 of Commission Decision 2010/367/EU) 
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