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• 98 initiatives collected via a survey distributed 

through the EU platform in the context of the impact 

assessment of the revision of the WFD (building on 

a similar exercise done in 2019)

• 15 analysed in the context of the European Consumer 

Food Waste Forum (Swannel et al., 2023)

• 12 out of scope (not food waste related)

• 18 incomplete submissions

• 53 initiatives analysed

https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC133003
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• Overall more quantitative data compared to what found in 2019. Use of innovative technological 

solutions (e.g. image processing, machine learning, AI) to facilitate data collection and analysis

• Better evaluation of effectiveness and efficiency thanks to increased use of KPIs, monitoring, target 

setting 

• Key success factors: intersectorial cooperation, effective communication, support of volunteers

• Recurring barriers: securing funds, lack of legislation to support food donation (mentioned by 2 extra-

EU initiatives), resistance to change of some stakeholders

• Several interventions being upscaled or transferred to different contexts

• Unexpected positive effects: increased awareness, changes in consumption patterns

Evaluation of food waste prevention actions: main findings



• Updated food waste estimates in EU Member States, 

differentiating by stage of the food supply chain and food group, 

available for years 2003-2021

• Used for benchmarking purposes by Eurostat



Figure adapted from Agora Agriculture (2024): Agriculture, forestry and food in a climate neutral EU. The land use sectors as part of a 

sustainable food system and bioeconomy. 
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Other activities in support to FW reduction

• Assessing the environmental impacts associated to food waste 

generation

• Supporting impact assessment for the revision of the waste 

framework directive

• Contributing to an EP project addressing consumer FW

• Providing guidance for stakeholders and communicate our 

findings to different audience

Comprehensive set of actions for evidence-based policymaking

across the whole policy cycle, based on life cycle thinking
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