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Situation in wild birds

• Increase of cases up to 

11.03.2021:

830 cases

(601 - PAFF – FEB) 

(498 - PAFF - JAN)

• Serotypes detected: 

H5N8, -N5, -N4, -N3, -N1

Mainly H5N8



Situation in wild birds – migration 

• Mid and end of 

February less HPAI 

cases due to the strong 

winter. 

• High risk: 

current regional 

migration of infected 

wild birds in Germany 

and in Europe

• Lower risk: springtime 

migration from Africa.

58 % geese
9% raptors

11% ducks

Species of wild birds



Poultry / captive birds – 11/03/2021; 
• POULTRY:  total confirmed:  99 (55  PAFF - FEB; 39 - PAFF - JAN);           

active:  49;    closed: 50;   suspicion : 3 cases (11/03/2021)

• CAPTIVE BIRDS:    total confirmed; all still active: 5 cases. (3 – PAFF FEB) 

All cases – including closed cases Current active restricted zones



Situation in poultry 

30.10.2020 – 11/03/2021
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Epidemiological  investigations

No of cases

• Very high infection pressure in the environment 

• Ca. 50% of the outbreaks in establishments for fattening of turkeys

• Still open question as regards the risk: stables with large open parts protected against wild 

birds by nets or grids.      

Well known challenge:  animal welfare  biosecurity.
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Awareness campaign



Current relevant movements

I. Movements from HPAI surveillance zones:

Poultry for slaughter, mainly turkeys: 

1. from BE, DK, PL     to   DE.  

2. from DE to BE.

II. Movements from establishments, where HPAI was confirmed 

within 21 days after dispatch:

1. poultry for slaughter from DK to DE

2. hatching eggs from DE to GR, HR  (and RUS)

The competent authorities were informed undue delay and the 

necessary measures have been taken. 

Transparency: crucial value in international relations.



Movement from HPAI surveillance zones 

• Current challenges - movements from HPAI surveillance zones to 

other MS: Council Directives   2005/94/EC   and   2009/158/EC

• Future legislation – in the framework of AHL 

Regulation (EU) 2020/687 - Clearer rules

1. Poultry for immediate slaughter

- just within the restricted zone or if that not possible, => than outside the 

restricted zone but still as near as possible to the surveillance zone  

=> movement to another MS still possible (Art. 43, 44)

Collegial and constructive approach between NLD and DEU to agree on 

common criteria for the mutual authorisation of derogations. 

2. Day-old chicks and hatching eggs: 

only to establishments in the same MS (Art. 46 and 47).

Challenge: certain establishments on both side of the NLD-DEU border are 

closely interconnected as regards their activities. 



Summary

1. Migration of wild birds started again

2. Still intensive event with high occurrence in the wild bird 

population and in poultry holdings.

3. However more than 50% of the outbreaks already closed

4. Because of the restrictions => increased challenges as regards 

trade

5. It seams to be a stronger event as the one in 2016/2017.

6. Additional threats due to the Information from Russia regarding 

the zoonotic potential of serotype H5N8. 



Thank you for your attention!


