
 

 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
HEALTH AND CONSUMERS DIRECTORATE-GENERAL 
 
Director General 

 
 
 
 
 

SANCO/10251/2013 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Programmes for the eradication, control and monitoring of certain 
animal diseases and zoonoses 

 
 
 

Survey programme for 
Avian Influenza 

 
 

Sweden 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Approved* for 2013 by Commission Decision 2012/761/EU 
 
 
 
 
 

* in accordance with Council Decision 2009/470/EC 
 
 
 
 

Commission européenne, B-1049 Bruxelles / Europese Commissie, B-1049 Brussel - Belgium. Telephone: (32-2) 299 11 11. 



Page 2 sur 36

Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza
version : 2.2

1. Identification of the programme 

Member state : SVERIGE

Disease : avian influenza in poultry and wild birds

Request of Community co-financing from beginning of : 2013 to end of 2013

1.1  Contact

Name : Christina Thörn, Jan Danielsson

Phone : +46 36 15 50 00

Fax. : +46 36 15 61 00

Email : firstname.surname@jordbruksverket.se

2. Description and implementation of the surveillance programme in 
poultry

2.1.1  Designation of the central authority in charge of supervising and  
coordinating the departments responsible for implementing the 
programme

(max. 32000 chars) : 

The Swedish Board of Agriculture (SBA) is the authority under the Ministry of Agriculture with mandate 
to decide about sampling, disease surveillance, eradication of epizootic diseases etc. SBA also 
compensates the farmer for economic losses due to decisions taken in accordance with the act on 
epizootic diseases.  
The National Veterinary Institute (SVA) is also an authority under the Ministry of Agriculture and the 
National Reference Laboratory for Avian Influenza. SVA has been appointed by SBA to organize and 
perform the surveillance programme for avian influenza in poultry since 2002. The Department of 
Animal Health and Antimicrobial Strategies is responsible for the programme at SVA and handles the 
planning of the programme, administration, giving instructions to veterinarians involved in the 
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sampling, sending out sampling material etc. The Department of Virology, Immunobiology and 
Parasitology performs the analyses.  
The National Food Administration (SLV, an authority under the Ministry of Agriculture) has official 
veterinarians employed regionally. These veterinarians are responsible for the sampling at the 
slaughterhouses.

2.1.2  System in place for the registration of holdings 

(max. 32000 chars) : 

The different Swedish poultry registers are briefly presented in the table below.  
All registers are administered by SBA. 
 
Register                  Population covered                  EU-legislation                 National legislation     
____________________________________________________________________________                           
 
The Swedish          All commercial poultry            Council Dir.                     Statens jordbruksverks 
poultry register     holdings                                       2005/94/EC                    föreskrifter (2006:11) om 
                                                                                           Council Dir.                     registrering av anläggningar 
                                                                                            92/66/EEC                       med fjäderfän 
 
The Swedish           All holdings with a                   Council Dir.                     Statens jordbruksverks 
register                     capacity of 350 laying             1999/74/EC                     föreskrifter (2003:20) om 
of laying  hens        hen and sell eggs for               Commission  Dir.          registrering av anläggningar 
                                    consumption                              2002/4/EC                       med värphöns 
 
Establishments      All holdings with                        Council Dir.                    Statens jordbruksverks 
for poultry               breeders for broiler                   2009/158/EC                  föreskrifter (2010:58) om  
                                   laying hen and turkey                                                          obligatorisk hälsoövervakning av 
fjäderfä  
 
OMNIS                     All poultry holdings                      NA                                   Statens jordbruksverks  
                                   approved within the                                                             föreskrifter (2007:78) om 
                                   voluntary and                                                                          frivillig och förebyggande 
                                   preventive salmonella                                                          kontroll avseende salmonella 
                                   control programme                                                               hos fjäderfä

2.1.3  Design (risk based or surveillance based on representative sampling)
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(max. 32000 chars) : 

For the year 2013 Sweden has designed  a surveillance programme based on the representative 
samling method in Annex I to Decision 2010/367/EU.  Blood samples will be taken according to point 5, 
Tables 1 and 2, of this annex. For detailed information please see point 3, Tables 5.1 and 5.2. Samples 
will always be accompanied by referrals specially designed for the surveillance programme for avian 
influenza 2013. 
 
It is mandatory for the person taking the samples to fill in information on name and address of the 
animal owner and the farm, species sampled, identity of the flock, date of sampling, place of sampling 
and name of the person taking the samples. This information will be filed at SVA. 
 
All positive results will be followed up by further investigation at the holding and the Commission and 
the EURL will be informed of all results in accordance with Decision 2010/367/EU. 

2.1.3.1 Short description of  predominant poultry population and types of 
poultry production

(max. 32000 chars) : 

The poultry production in Sweden is mainly concentrated to the south parts of the country. 
 
Laying hens 
The number of laying hen holdings is 359. Of these 359, 102 have a free range holding system. 6 have 
both indoor and free range holding systems (March 2012). 
 
Chicken breeders 
In April 2012, 34 parent flocks of laying hens and broilers were registered in the Poultry Health Control 
Programme. 
 
Turkey breeders 
In April 2012, 3 parent flocks of laying hens and broilers were registered in the Poultry Health Control 
Programme.  
 
Fattening turkeys 
There are approximately 22 holdings of fattening turkeys in Sweden.  
 
Fattening ducks 
In 2011, 310 ducks from 6 holdings were slaughtered in Sweden. 
 
Fattening geese 
In Sweden, geese are mainly bred and slaughtered in the most southern parts of the country. The 
majority of these birds are slaughtered during October and early November. In 2011, 20 holdings sent 
geese for slaughter. 
 
Farmed game birds (gallinaceous) 
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Pheasants are the most common farmed gallinaceous game bird in Sweden. In 2011, there were 15 
holdings with breeders of pheasants sampled by a veterinarian at the holding. Partridges have been 
excluded from the sampling programme since they are a small population bred under conditions with 
low risk for an introduction of AIV.  
 
Farmed game birds (waterfowl) 
In 2011, there were 9 holdings with breeders of mallards sampled by a veterinarian at the holding.   
 
Ratites 
In 2011, 499 ostriches from 5 farms were slaughtered in Sweden.  
 
Broilers 
Birds from all holdings with small-scale or organic broiler production sending their birds to small-scale 
slaughterhouses or the slaughterhouses for laying hens (n=39 in 2011) will be included in the sampling 
programme. These broiler holdings have less developed biosecurity than large commercial broiler 
holdings.  
 

2.1.3.2 Criteria and risk factors for risk based surveillance(1)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

NA

(1) Including maps showing target sampling sites identified as being particularly at risk for the introduction of avian 
influenza virus, taking into account criteria set out in point 4 of Annex I to Commission Decision 2010/367/EC. 

  
 

2.2 Target populations  (2)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Laying hens 
The number of laying hen holdings, incl. free-range, is 359 (March 2012). Of these 359, 102 have a free 
range holding system (March 2012). 6 of the 359 holdings have both indoor and free range holding 
systems and are therefore included in the summing of both cathegories. Swedish laying hens are 
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slaughtered at two slaughterhouses. One of these slaughtered 2.6 of the 3.9 million layers slaughtered in 
2011. For 2013, 60 of these holdings will be sampled. 
 
Free range laying hens 
The number of free range laying hen holdings is 102 (March, 2012). For 2013, 53 of these holdings will be 
sampled. 
 
Chicken breeders 
Samples taken in parent flocks of laying hens and broilers within the Poultry Health Control Programme 
(n=34, April 2012) will be used for the surveillance programme. Ten samples from one flock per holding 
taken from the last sampling occasion within the programme will be analyzed. For 2013, 34 of these 
holdings will be sampled. 
 
 
Turkey breeders 
Samples taken in parent flocks of turkeys within the Poultry Health Control Programme (n=3, April 2012) 
will be used for the surveillance. Ten samples from one flock per holding  taken from the last sampling 
occasion within the programme will be analyzed. For 2013, 3 of these holdings will be sampled. 
 
Fattening turkeys 
All holdings that send their birds for slaughter will be sampled at the slaughterhouse. This will result in 
approximately 22 sampled holdings. Blood samples will be collected from ten birds per holding. For 
2013, 22 of these holdings will be sampled. 
 
Fattening ducks 
In 2011, 310 ducks were slaughtered in Sweden and 6 holdings were sampled within the surveillance 
programme for avian influenza. Should any producer send ducks for slaughter  in 2013, twenty samples 
per holding will be taken. If less than 20 birds are slaughtered all ducks will be sampled. For 2013, 6 of 
these holdings will be sampled. 
 
Fattening geese 
In Sweden, geese are mainly bred and slaughtered in the most southern parts of the country. The 
majority of these birds are slaughtered during October and early November. All Swedish holdings that 
send geese for slaughter (in 2011, 20 holdings) will be sampled.  Twenty samples per holding will be 
taken at slaughter, when less than 20 birds are slaughtered all birds will be sampled. For 2013, 20 of 
these holdings will be sampled. 
 
Farmed game birds (gallinaceous) 
Pheasants are the most common farmed gallinaceous game bird in Sweden. Partridges have been 
excluded from the sampling programme since they are a small population bred under conditions with 
low risk for an introduction of AIV. All holdings with breeders of pheasants (in 2011, 15 holdings) will be 
sampled by a veterinarian at the holding. Ten blood samples per holding will be taken. If all 
pheasantbreeders have birds 2013, 28 of these holdings will be sampled. 
 
Farmed game birds (waterfowl) 
All holdings with breeders of mallards (in 2011,  9 holdings) will be sampled by a veterinarian at the 
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holding. Twenty blood samples per holding will be taken. For 2013, 9 of these holdings will be sampled. 
 
Ratites 
Ratites are slaughtered at three Swedish slaughterhouses. In 2011, 499 ostriches from 5 holdings were 
slaughtered. All holdings that send birds to slaughter will be sampled. Ten blood samples will be 
collected from each holding, when less than 10 birds are slaughtered all birds will be sampled. For 2013, 
5 of these holdings will be sampled. 
 
Broilers 
Birds from all holdings with small-scale or organic broiler production sending their birds to small-scale 
slaughterhouses or the slaughterhouses for laying hens (n=39 in 2011) will be included in the sampling 
programme. These broiler holdings have less developed biosecurity than large commercial broiler 
holdings. Blood samples will be taken from ten birds from each holding at slaughter. For 2013, 39 of 
these holdings will be sampled. 
 
The Commission will be informed of any major changes in the Swedish poultry population or production 
that will lead to consequences for the programme. Sweden will also provide additional information on 
request from the Commission.

(2) including MS specific exceptional circumstances as described in Annex I point 3 of Commission Decision 2010/367/EU) 
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