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Members

• 3 NGOs (RSPCA, Vier Pfoten, Eurogroup for Animals)

• 1 Business Organisation (FVE)

• 1 Independent expert (Univ. Milano)

• 9 seats Member States 

 Belgium Italy
 Denmark Romania
 Finland /Ireland                 Slovakia
 France                                   Spain /Portugal
 Germany                              + Chair/NL

Voluntary initiative group on improving Health & Welfare of Pets (dogs) in trade





Objectives (extract)

• Exchange of good practices on enforcement, I&R etc.;

• Improving communication & cooperation between member 
states with regard to pet trade

• Greater exchangeability of data from I&R systems

• Developing guides/guidelines



1st outcome
Mapping Survey on I&R systems for dogs
in the group’s member states:

- national Legislation

- Code structure of chip numbers

- Competent authority



Further/future ‘Outcomes’

• Mapping survey part 2: Registration systems of breeders and
sellers

• Inventory of existing guidance documents for welfare of pets, 
pet owners, travel, etc.

• Draft (EU) guidance document on responsible ownership, buying
and selling pets

• Recommendations to EC to improve (use of) TRACES system



Thematic Network in 
Digital platform tool

• Thematic network ‘Health and Welfare of 
Pets (dogs) in trade’

• Outcomes/documents of group will be
published there

• Accessible for all Platform members and
members of the voluntary initiative group


