
HPAI situation in Slovakia
December 2023 - March 2024

(update - up to 15.03.2024) 

Martin Chudy, DVM.

Head of Unit – Animal health and welfare

State Veterinary and Food Administration of the Slovak Republic

SCoPAFF, Brussels - March 2024

AHW.A.07



Occurence of HPAI in Slovakia
- season 2023/2024 – HPAI H5N1 – up to 15.03.2024

 Wild birds

 9 cases (swans, wild geese)

 Poultry

 2 backyard flocks (Piešťany and Levice district)

 4 commercial farms (Komárno, Pezinok (2x) and Trnava district)

 Captive birds

 3 outbreaks – birds of prey, owls



HPAI in Slovakia
Commercial farms – 4 outbreaks

 4 outbreaks = the same owner

 Big commercial holdings – adult breeding flocks of Gallus gallus

 since last SCoPAFF – 1 NEW SECONDARY OUTBREAK (Pezinok district, 
western Slovakia)

 SK-HPAI(P)-2024-00005

 Suspicion 27.02.2024

 Confirmation 28.02.2024

 Probable source of infection – positive farm located cca 400 m from
this outbreak (related secondary outbreak SK-HPAI(P)-2024-00003)



HPAI in Slovakia – all cases and outbreaks in winter season 23/24

https://www.svps.sk/zvierata/vtacia-chripka-aktualna-situacia.asp

WILD BIRDS
CAPTIVE BIRDS + BACKYARDS
COMMERCIAL (9, 13, 14, 18)



HPAI in Slovakia – 4 commercial farms
(up to 15.03.2024)



HPAI in Slovakia – 4 commercial farms
(up to 15.03.2024)

1.



Commercial farm no. 4 - situation

 ADIS refference – SK-HPAI(P)-2024-00005

Farm in the village Častá (Pezinok district, western Slovakia)

Suspicion – 27.02.2024

- official samples taken (sent to the NRL for AI – VI Zvolen)

Confirmation - on 28.02.2024 (HPAI subtype H5N1)

about 400 m distance from the outbreak SK-HPAI(P)-2024-00003

6 flocks within the farm

cca 8.000 pcs per 1 barn/flock)

 In total – 48.027 birds



Depopulation
(commercial farms, up to 15.03.2024)

 Depopulation – birds remaining alive killed on the spot by the
Specialized mobile unit for the eradication (mobile gas chamber –
CO2)

 Depopulated birds/Birds in total (dead + killed): 191.514/394.484
 SK-HPAI(P)-2024-00002 (Komárno) 103.581/191.325

 SK-HPAI(P)-2024-00003(Častá) 32.372/131.904

 SK-HPAI(P)-2024-00004 (Trnava) 18.352/23.228

 SK-HPAI(P)-2024-00005 (Častá) 37.209/48.027

 All the carcasses and eggs – disposed by the rendering plant



Preliminary C&D
(commercial farms, up to 15.03.2024)

 Preliminary cleansing and desinfection has been finished on all
the outbreak farms.

 SK-HPAI(P)-2024-00002 (Komárno) 14.03.2024

 SK-HPAI(P)-2024-00003(Častá) 04.03.2024

 SK-HPAI(P)-2024-00004 (Trnava) 13.02.2024

 SK-HPAI(P)-2024-00005 (Častá) 07.03.2024



Depopulation – mobile 
gas chamber (CO2)



Depopulation – mobile 
gas chamber (CO2)



Surveillance programme for AI in Slovakia 

In the Slovak Republic the “Avian influenza surveillance
programme for poultry and wild birds for 2023” is
implemented in compliance with the requirements of AHL
and its delegated and implemented acts.

In 2023:
• 1.051 samples (= 103 farms) investigated in poultry

for H5/H7 (active monitoring) – negative results
• Passive monitoring poultry – 1 commercial farm

and 2 backyard flocks in January 2023, 
1 backyard in December 2023

• 52 dead wild birds sampled
• 25 positive for H5N1: 7 positive mute swans, 
16 black-headed gulls, 1 owl, 1 common tern



Information for public - SVFA website
https://www.svps.sk/zvierata/choroby_chripka.asp



Thank you for your
attention!




