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AROUND 88 MILLION TONNES OF FOOD 
ARE WASTED ANNUALLY IN THE EU 

THE VALUE OF THE WASTED FOOD IS 
ESTIMATED AT 143 BILLION EUR 

 

FUSIONS, 2015 



Food waste prevention: integral part of  
Circular Economy Package (2015) 



• SDG 12.3: By 2030, halve per capita global 
food waste at the retail and consumer levels 
and reduce food losses along production and 
supply chains, including post-harvest losses. 



Fight Food Waste: 
no impact on safety of the food and feed chain  

 

  

 

 

 
• EU Platform on food waste prevention 

 
• Measure and monitor food waste 

 
• EU guidelines to facilitate food 

donation – adopted 16 October 2017 
 

• Optimise safe use of food in feed 
 
• Promote better understanding 
  and use of date marking 
 



EU Platform dedicated to food waste 
prevention 



EU Platform on Food Losses  
and Food Waste 

 

Aims to support all actors in:    

• monitoring progress towards SDG 12.3 

• defining measures needed to prevent food waste 

• fostering inter-sectorial cooperation and 

• sharing best practice.  

 

Members:  Member States/EFTA countries, EU bodies and 
international organisations and actors in the food value chain. 
(37 private sector organisations selected following public call 
for applications) 

 



Waste legislation – state of play 
 

 

• Provisions on food waste are one of the elements of 
COM proposal to revise Waste Framework Directive 
(COM(2015)595 final) 

 
• New obligations for Member States: 

• reduce food waste generation at each stage in 
the food supply chain (primary production, 
processing/manufacturing, retail/other food 
distribution, restaurants and food services, 
households) 

• Monitor food waste levels, based on common EU 
methodology, and report (on a biennial basis). 
 

  

 

 
 

 

 



Waste legislation – negotiations 
 

 

 

• Proposal is subject to ordinary legislative procedure 
(former "co-decision") – i.e. Council and Parliament are 
co-legislators 

 

• Negotiations at political and technical levels involving 
Council, Parliament and Commission, started on 30 May 
and are ongoing, with the aim to agree final text by 
end 2017  

 
 

 

 



EU food donation guidelines 



Facilitate food donation 

11 

• Dedicated sub-group on food donation: 
• Preparation of document illustrating practices in Member States 

Call for contributions from all Platform members (initial 
input by end 2017; final document by end 2018)) 
 

• New EFSA mandate for 2nd scientific opinion on hazard analysis      
approaches for certain small retail establishments including 
possible additional hazards related to food donation activities. 
Timeline (30.09.2018) 

 

• Pilot project on food redistribution (2017-2020) 
• Mapping/analysis of policy/operational frameworks in Member 
States; information and dissemination of EU guidelines 
 

 

 



We are also taking steps to facilitate 

the use of food which is mainly for 

commercial reasons no more 

intended for human consumption as 

a resource for animal feed.  Let me 

be clear that all activities in this 

field shall not undermine the safety 

standard of the food chain. Any 

new product streams shall ascertain 

full traceability, safety of 

manufacturing, storage and 

transport. The elaboration of EU 

guidelines intends to support the 

activities of food and feed business 

operators but also control 

authorities.  

EU guidelines: former food to feed 

• Facilitate the safe feed use of former food 
• Hindrance due to legal uncertainty and unnecessary 

administrative burden should be paved away  
• Intensive consultation with authorities and stakeholders 
• Publication of the guidelines by end 2017 



Date marking:  promote better 
understanding and use 



Commission study on date marking 
practices 

Aim: investigate how food business operators and national competent 

authorities understand and utilise date marking  and possible impact of 
practices on food waste. 

 

Main phases: 
1) Desk research to identify (if/where possible) main foods contributing to 

food waste in the EU MS and possible link with date marking 

2) Market research to map date marking practices in selected food 
categories 

3) Qualitative research (in-depth interviews) with  MS and food business 
operators  

 

Report to be published by end 2017 

 
 



Sub-group on "Action and 
Implementation" 

Facilitate 
sharing of 

best practice, 
experience, 

business 
cases and 

models  



Digital tools to promote cooperation   




