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Food waste data collections 2023 (reference year 2021) was the second food waste reporting obligation 

(according to COM DD 2019/1597 EC and COM ID 2019/2000 EC):

• Launch of food waste data collection 2023 for reference year 2021: 26 May 2023 (submission deadline 30 

June 2023)

• Data validation and exchanges (major issues) with countries: 19 MS + NO resolved by mid SEP2023

• 7 countries have not yet reported 2021 data, 1 country have not reported 2020 and 2021 data

• Follow-up late countries: automatic reminders sent on 30 June and 7 July, additional reminders will be sent at 

the Metadata confirmation round.

• All submitting countries measured in tonnes of fresh mass and provided full breakdown by NACE Rev2 

activities (Primary production, Processing and manufacturing, Retail and other distribution of food, Restaurants and food 

services, Households)

• Most of the countries reported according to the methodologies set out in ANNEX III of DD 2019/1597 EC 

• Publication of EU-level statistics: RY2021 data released in Q3 (29SEP2023 International Day of Awareness of 

Food Loss and Waste) in Eurostat dissemination database and in Statistic Explained article, (second 

publication foreseen in March 2024)

Food waste data collection 2021 (RY2021):
data gathering, validation and publication process



• Timeliness of RY2021 (first submission) was less performing than first 

submission for RY2020 (though still good for a new data collection):

Some countries revised 2020 data; it might be that missing countries are performing further analysis

before the transmision of reference year 2021

Food waste data collection 2023 (RY2021):
timeliness



Data analysis – numerical
examples of cross-country comparison

For reference year 2021 validation was mainly considering consistency towards data 

of reference year 2020; 

4 countries revised 2020 data: the outcome is a reduction of data variance (however, 

it is necessary to see data from missing countries before deriving a conclusion)

Validation of 2020 data used cross-country comparison checks of levels of food waste 

in kilograms per capita, still considering neighbouring situations and per capita Gross 

National Income (GNI) 



Comparison of 2020 data revisions
(publication SEP23 versus MAR23)



Comparison 2021 versus 2020 data             
(only submitting countries)



Comparison 2021 versus 2020 data
consumption activities (only submitting countries)



Data analysis – Quality 
Report information 

• Issues identified by the countries during the reporting

• Issues identified during validation

• Suggested classifications 

• Suggested future reporting



• Variations greater than 20% by food stage are mandatory according to 

legislation: COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING DECISION (EU) 2019/2000, 

Annex, section B:

7.2. Explanation of tonnage difference (if applicable)

Please explain the causes of the tonnage difference (which stages of the food supply chain, 

sectors or estimates have caused the difference, and what the underlying cause is) where the 

variation is greater than 20 % compared to the data submitted for the previous reporting year.

• Eurostat has to inform DG SANTE about missing mandatory information

• It applies from reference year 2021 (second reporting year. The previous 

reference year (RY-1) is prefilled by Eurostat.

• Currently, all countries that have submitted 2021 data have justified 20% 

tonnage difference

Food waste: QR 7.2 highlight for 20% 
difference compared to the previous year



• Missing or exclusion of reporting subsectors (no response to survey, no identification of potential 

respondents, costs of inclusions of small businesses)

• Low share of respondents from survey, discards of respondents lacking knowledge of food and 

food waste definitions, or discards of respondents unfitting the sectors (country validation and 

auditing procedure of respondent’s applicable sector)

• Some countries informed Eurostat on the risk of underestimation as collected waste amounts 

(tonnes) in place of tonnes of fresh mass

• Covid related 2020 special issues (mainly the lockdown consequences on restaurants and 

canteens)

• Recommendation: if not highlighted in 2020 reporting, please inform Eurostat in QR section 

7.3 of any problem, indicating also the concerned years 

• Recommendation: please highlight in section 7.2 any methodological change/improvement, 

even in the case that it has not evidenced a variation higher than 20%, so that Eurostat can 

verify sensitivity to methodological changes

Food waste
Data quality issues identified by the countries and reported in the quality report



Food waste The metadata document : draft overview



Draft proposal in ANNEX 2 of WSWG document “9.2 Food waste reporting” 

obligation

Food waste Classification: overview of methodology list



Reminder: Questionnaire: on 
what’s new in the questionnaire 
version 2023

• Highlights of validation

• Tonnage difference reporting



• You have to insert data in Table 1, first column:

Food waste: QR 7.2 highlight for 20% 
difference compared to the previous year:
how does validation work



Food waste: QR 7.2 highlight for 20% 
difference compared to the previous year:
how does validation work

Red cells will 

appear in the 

quality report 

where the 

explanatory 

note is 

mandatory. 



Thank you
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