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SUMMARY REPORT 

 

A.01 France national interim emergency measure to ban the placing on the market of 

products treated with certain non approved active substances (Article 54 of 

Regulation (EU) No 178/2002)  

The Committee discussed the French national interim emergency measure adopted in 

accordance with Article 53 of Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 (General Food Law)1 on 

5 January 2026, published on 7 January 2026 and notified to the Commission on 9 

January 2026. In line with Article 54, the Commission had to organise a meeting of this 

Committee within 10 working days from the date of notification with a view of the 

amendment, abrogation or extension of the French national interim protective measure. 

France presented the interim national measure, which suspends the import, introduction 

and placing on the market in France of several plant-origin food products containing 

residues of five active substances in plant protection products not approved for use in 

the EU: carbendazim, thiophanate-methyl, benomyl, glufosinate, and mancozeb. The 

interim national measure will automatically cease to apply when an EU-wide measure 

will be in place, or after one year, whichever comes first. 

The Commission presented its views that an EU-wide emergency measure is not 

justified and highlighted that most Maximum Residue Levels (MRLs) targeted by the 

French measure are deemed safe by the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA). It 

recalled the actions taken at EU level to implement the principle set out in the Vision 

for Agriculture and Food2 that the most hazardous substances banned in the EU for 

health and environmental reasons are not allowed back to the EU through imported 

products, with the launch of a study to support the preparation of an impact assessment 

that will consider the impacts on the EU’s competitive position and the international 

implications, and the adoption by the Commission of the Food and Feed Simplification 

 
1 Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 28 January 2002 laying down 

the general principles and requirements of food law, establishing the European Food Safety Authority and 

laying down procedures in matters of food safety. OJ L 31, 1.2.2002, pp. 1–24 
2 Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and 

Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions. A Vision for Agriculture and Food Shaping together an 

attractive farming and agri-food sector for future generations. COM(2025) 75 final. 
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Package on 16 December 20253 which proposes changes to Regulation (EC) No 

396/2005 that, if adopted by Council and Parliament would enable the Commission to 

adopt Regulations lowering all MRLs for the most hazardous substances not approved 

in the EU on a case-by-case basis if found appropriate in the light of the outcome of an 

impact assessment, which is in line with the objectives pursued by the French interim 

national measure. 

The Commission recalled the status of work at EU level on the five substances. For 

carbendazim, benomyl, and thiophanate-methyl, a draft Regulation to lower all MRLs 

to the Limit of Quantification (LOQ) is already planned to be proposed to this 

Committee at its next meeting on 5-6 February 2026. For glufosinate, as agreed by this 

Committee at its meeting on 18-19 September 2023, the Commission has mandated 

EFSA to perform a full review of toxicological properties and MRLs. The outcome is 

expected in the second half of 2026. At its meeting on 23-24 September 2024, after 

several rounds of discussions, this Committee discussed the technical complexity of 

detecting mancozeb separately, as currently the residue definition is based only on its 

degradation product, carbon disulfide (CS2), which is common to other substances in 

the group of dithiocarbamates, including the approved substance ziram. In addition, 

residues of CS2 are naturally present in some crops, and, therefore, setting MRLs for 

CS2 at the LOQ would prevent the marketing of safe food products that have not been 

treated with mancozeb or other dithiocarbamates. For this reason, the EU Reference 

Laboratories have been tasked to develop and implement at EU level suitable analytical 

methods for dithiocarbamates, to allow the setting of appropriate MRLs, which is 

foreseen for 2027. 

The Commission informed the Committee of reactions received from five stakeholders: 

four stakeholders expressed opposition to the French interim national measure due to 

concerns about the lack of scientific justification of immediate health risks, about the 

potential economic disruption and market fragmentation and incompatibility with 

WTO. One stakeholder supported the French interim national measure, highlighting the 

importance of a level playing field for economic operators inside and outside of the EU 

and asking for the adoption of an EU-wide measure.  

The Commission asked France to clarify several technical points of its interim national 

measure, related to the reasons for the selection of the food products concerned in view 

of consumer protection and the rationale for the high level of responsibility given to 

food business operators.  

The Commission asked for the views of the other Member States. 10 Member States 

did not support France’s action and were not in favour of extending it to an EU-wide 

measure. The importance of continuing to work under a risk-based system and to follow 

the Commission’s agreed ongoing actions was emphasised. 6 Member States supported 

France’s action and in addition to France were in favour of extending it to an EU-wide 

emergency measure. 10 Member States had not yet defined a position. 

The Commission invited Member States to send their positions in writing by 23 January 

2026 and invited France to send written clarifications to the technical questions raised 

by the Commission by the same date. 

 

 
3 The measures comprising the Food and Feed Safety Simplification Package are available on this page: 

https://food.ec.europa.eu/horizontal-topics/simplification-legislation_en  

https://food.ec.europa.eu/horizontal-topics/simplification-legislation_en


 

Post -meeting note: 

France provided written replies to the technical questions raised by the Commission. 

Member States provided their positions in writing. As a result, 16 Member States do 

not support France’s action and are not in favour of extending it to an EU-wide measure. 

One Member State is in favour of abrogating France’s measure. 5 Member States 

support France’s action and, in addition to France, are in favour of extending it to an 

EU-wide emergency measure. 4 Member States have not expressed a position. 

In the absence of a qualified majority in favour of taking an EU-wide emergency 

measure or any other action, the Commission decided not to take any action at EU 

level, but to continue the ongoing actions as already planned and announced: 

namely, the presentation to this Committee of a draft Regulation lowering all MRLs for 

carbendazim, thiophanate-methyl and benomyl, the continuation of the ongoing update 

of the risk assessment for glufosinate at EU level, and the continuation of the ongoing 

development of specific analytical methods for dithiocarbamates. The Commission will 

also support the Council and the European Parliament in their negotiations in view of 

the adoption of the Food and Feed Safety Simplification Package which proposes to 

amend specific provisions in Regulation (EC) No 396/2005. 

 
  


