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Standard requirements for the submission of
surveillance programmes for avian influenza

1. Identification of the programme

Member state: ROMANIA

Disease : avian influenza in poultry and wild birds

Request of Community co-financing from beginning of : {2012 toendof (2012

1.1 Contact

Name : Stefan NICOLAE - General Director of the General Sanitary Veterigy
Phone: +40374150258
Fax.: +40374150258

Email : nicolae.stefan@ansvsa.ro

2. Description of the surveillance programme in poultry

2.1 Objectives of surveillance programmes

(max. 32000 chars) :

The objectives of the surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry are to inform the
competent authority of circulating avian influenza virus with a view to controlling the disease in
accordance with Directive 2005/94/EC by the annual detection through active surveillance for:

(a) low pathogenic avian influenza (LPAI) of subtypes H5 and H7 in gallinaceous birds (namely chickens,
turkeys, guinea fowl, pheasants, partridges and quails) and ratites thereby complementing other existing

early detection systems;

(b) LPAI of subtypes H5 and H7 and highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) in domestic waterfowl
(namely ducks, geese and mallards for re-stocking supplies of game);
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Standard requirements for the submission of
surveillance programmes for avian influenza

2.2 Design, implementation and target population

(max. 32000 chars) :

Sampling and serological testing in poultry holdings shall be carried out in order to detect the presence
of antibodies to avian influenza, as defined in Directive 2005/94/EC.

That active surveillance complements the early detection systems already in place in Member States, as
provided for in Decision 2005/734/EC and in Chapter Il of the Diagnostic Manual for avian influenza
approved by Commission Decision 2006/437/EC (the Diagnostic Manual); in particular those
implemented in poultry holdings that are deemed at being at a higher risk for avian influenza
introduction.

Two main internationally recognised methods exist for animal disease surveillance: (a) risk-based
surveillance; and (b) surveillance based on representative sampling.

2.2.1 Risk based surveillance (RBS)

(max. 32000 chars) :

Based on a risk assessment and the specific situation concerning Romania, the sampling design also
considered:

(a) The types of production specific for Romania, and their specific risks: commercial farms positioned in
areas that are the biotope of wild birds, backyard flocks where poultry are keeping outdoor, the vicinity
with wetlands, the vicinity with water sources, lakes and pools, the presence of more than one species
on the holding or other relevant factors;

(b) The number of turkey, duck and geese from .commercial or non-commercial holdings to be sampled
will be defined to ensure the identification of at least one infected holding if the prevalence of infected
holdings is at least 5%, with a 99% confidence interval .

(c) Where holdings producing game, ratites and quails are present, they shall be included in the
programme. With regard to quails only adult (or laying) breeders shall be sampled.

(d) The sample will be harvested in the seasonal production, for the commercial farms, and during the
entire year, for backyards. However, where appropriate, sampling can be adapted to other identified
periods at local level, during which time the presence of other poultry hosts on a holding might pose a
greater risk for disease introduction (e.g. in the Danube Delta area, along Danube River and in the
neighbourhood of pools and lakes that are biotope for wild birds .

(e) Surveillance will be obligatory extended to backyards flocks, their number being significant for
Romania. The carried out risk analysis revealed the existence of 717 ,target” localities. We mention that
within the same noncommercial holdings situated in the respective 717 “target”localities, there are
reared gallinaceae as well as palmipedes.

Page 3 sur 30



Standard requirements for the submission of
surveillance programmes for avian influenza

2.2.2 Surveillance based on Representative Sampling

(max. 32000 chars) :

Romania is not in a position to carry out a sufficiently evidence based assessment of the risk pathways
for infection of poultry flocks on its territory, that's why it shall implement surveillance based on a
representative sampling scheme. The number of poultry holdings to be sampled must correspond to
those in Tables 1 and 2 in according to E.C. Decision 2010/367, depending on the poultry species.

Sampling for serological testing for avian influenza shall be stratified throughout the whole territory of
Romania, so that samples can be considered as representative for the whole of Romania.

3. Target populations

(max. 32000 chars) :

The sampling of the following poultry species and production categories shall be included in the
surveillance programme:

(a) laying hens;

(b) free range laying hens;

(c) chicken breeders;

(d) turkey breeders;

(e) duck breeders;

(f) geese breeders;

(g) fattening turkeys;

(h) fattening ducks;

(i) fattening geese;

(j) farmed game birds (gallinaceous) focusing on adult birds such as breeding birds;
(k) farmed game birds (waterfowl);

() ratites.

Page 4 sur 30



Standard requirements for the submission of
surveillance programmes for avian influenza

4. Risk-based surveillance (RBS) method

4.1 Criteria and Risk factors

4.1.1 Criteria and risk factors for virus introduction into poultry holdings due
to direct or indirect exposure to wild birds in particular those of identified 'target
species’

(max. 32000 chars) :

(a) The location of the poultry holding in proximity to wet areas, ponds, swamps, lakes, rivers or sea
shores where migratory wild water birds may gather.

(b) The location of the poultry holding in areas with a high density of migratory wild birds, in particular of
those birds that are characterised as "target species" (TS) for HPAI H5N1 detection and listed in Part 2 of
Annex II/E.C. Decision 2010/367.

(c) The location of poultry holding in proximity to resting and breeding places of migratory wild water
birds, in particular where these areas are linked through migratory birds’ movements to areas where
HPAI H5N1 is known to occur in wild birds or poultry.

(d) Poultry holdings with free range production, or poultry holdings where poultry or other captive birds
are kept in the open-air in any premises in which contact with wild birds cannot be sufficiently
prevented.

(e) Low biosecurity level in the poultry holding, including the method of storage of feed and the use of
surface water.

4.1.2. Criteria and risk factors for virus spread within poultry holdings and
between poultry holdings, as well as the consequences (impact) of the spread of
avian influenza from poultry to poultry and between poultry holdings
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Standard requirements for the submission of
surveillance programmes for avian influenza

(max. 32000 chars) :

a) The presence of more than one poultry species in the same poultry holding, in particular the presence
of domestic ducks and geese together with other poultry species.

(b) The location of the poultry holding in areas with high densities of poultry holdings.

(c) Trade patterns, including imports and related intensity of movements, both direct and indirect, of
poultry and other factors including vehicles, equipment and persons.

(d) The presence of long lived poultry categories and multi-age groups of poultry on the holding (such as
layers).

4.2. Targeting of populations at risk

(max. 32000 chars) :

At the end of the last year, in conformity with the reportings from the county sanitary veterinary and
food safety directions/from Bucharest, in Romania there are:

a) 269 commercial farms of broiler; in according to E.C. Decision 2010/367, the broilers from commercial
farms should not be tested;

b) 173 commercial holdings of laying hen;

c) 44 commercial holdings of chicken breeder ;

d) 6 commercial holdings of fattening turkey ;

e) 2 commercial holdings of ratite ;

f) 6 commercial holdings of pheasant;

g) 8 commercial holdings of quail ;

h) 717 risk areas (,target” localities );

i) 2 commercial holdings of palmiped .

4.3. Targeting of poultry holdings to be sampled
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Standard requirements for the submission of
surveillance programmes for avian influenza

(max. 32000 chars) :

Number of poultry holdings (except duck, goose and mallard holdings) to be sampled in each poultry
production category

Number of holdings per poultry production category in Romania| Number of poultry holdings to be
sampled |

Upto 34 | All |

35-50 | 35|

51-80 | 42|

81-250 | 53 |

> 25060 |

Number of duck, goose and mallard holdings to be sampled

The number of duck, goose and mallard holdings to be sampled shall be defined to ensure the
identification of at least one infected poultry holding where the prevalence of infected poultry holdings
is at least 5 %, with a 99 % confidence interval.

Number of duck, goose and mallard holdings to be sampled

Number of duck, goose and mallard holdings in Romania | Number of duck, goose and mallard holdings
to be sampled |

Up to 46 | All |
47-60 | 47 |
61-100| 59 |
101-350 | 80|

>350(90 |
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