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1. Technical implementation of the programme

1.1 Description and evaluation of the evolution of the epidemiological situation, the technical

implementation of the activities foreseen under the programme and the cost-effectiveness of

the programme.

Scrapie was first diagnosed in Cyprus in 1985 in sheep and in 1986 in goats. 

 During 2019, 175 (97 mixed flocks, 52 with goats, 26 with sheep) infected flocks out of 2650 (6.6%) were

active. 

 Fallen stock and healthy slaughtered animals of infected flocks over 18 months of age, are examined by

rapid test with the exception of ARR/ARR. In addition, fallen stock of non-infected flocks over 18 months of

age, are examined with the exception of ARR/ARR. Furthermore, fallen stock and slaughtered animals are

sampled according to article 12 of Reg. (EC) 999/2001.

 

Since 2012, 108,053 of the healthy slaughtered category and fallen stock animals, have been tested with

rapid test. Out of those 108,053 samples, 2,408 were found positive and 105,645 negative. In addition,

4421 goats and 0 sheep were confiscated as TSE suspect cases. 3,542 of those were found positive, 843

negative and 36 were inconclusive. One atypical case has been found in 2015, one in 2018 and one in

2019.

 

The bovine holdings in Cyprus are currently 351 and the animal population counts 75231 animals. Brain

samples for BSE testing are taken from fallen stock over the 48 months of age, emergency slaughtered
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animals over 48 months of age and bovines exhibiting clinical signs of neurological disease. Since 1st

January 2015, Cyprus is not testing any bovine animal slaughtered for human consumption. During the

years 2001 to 2018, more than 88,700 animals have been examined by rapid test, all with negative results.

BSE has never been diagnosed in Cyprus so far.

1.2 Details on the level of achievement of the targets set in the approved programme and

technical difficulties.

The decreasing number of positive samples in sheep is attributed to the breeding program which started in

2004 and significantly improved the resistance to scrapie in sheep. Around 99% of sheep have nowadays

at least one resistant allele in their genotype. Regarding goats, a genotyping program has started in 2009

and around 61% of goats have at least one resistant allele in their genotype.

1.3 Epidemiological maps for infection and other relevant data on the disease/activities

(information on serotypes involved,...) (Please attach files of data using the PDF attachement

feature) Use the textbox below to provide clarifications for the maps you attach, if needed.

Please find attached a map of Cyprus with all the infected holdings. The TSE monitoring and control

programme applies over the entire area of the Republic of Cyprus, which is under the effective control of

the Government of Cyprus.

2. Tables for TSE monitoring outcome of the year

VERY IMPORTANT: Please fill out the following tables with figures corresponding to measures performed

during the implementing period (1/1 to 31/12).

NB: the Regulation (EC) No 999/2001 is thereafter quoted as the TSE Regulation.

Table A

Total positive cases detected during the implementing period

Classical cases Atypical cases Unknown

TSE 0 0 0

Scrapie (ovine animals) 1 0 0

Scrapie (caprine animals) 309 1 0

Table B

RAPID TESTS ON BOVINE ANIMALS

Age limit applied (in months) Number of tests cases

Risk bovine animals from MSs listed in Annex to Decision 2009/719/EC 48 1,708

Risk bovine animals from MSs NOT listed in Annex to Decision 2009/719/EC 0 0

Healthy slaughtered bovine animals from MSs listed in Annex to Decision

2009/719/EC

0 0

Healthy slaughtered bovine animals from MSs NOT listed in Annex to Decision

2009/719/EC

0 0

Suspect animals and confirmatory tests 0

Total 1,708

Table C

Population of ewes and ewe lambs put to the ram in the Member State

241156

RAPID TESTS ON OVINE ANIMALS

Number of tests

Healthy slaughtered ovine animals 0

Dead ovine animals 1,500

In the context of measures of control/eradication on holdings affected by TSE as described in Annexes III and VII of the TSE regulation

Ovine animals from holdings affected by classical scrapie 1,655

Ovine animals from holdings affected by atypical scrapie 0

Ovine animals from holdings affected by BSE 0

Suspect animals 201
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Total number of tests 3,356

Table D

Population of goats which have already kidded and goats mated in the Member State

182309

RAPID TESTS ON CAPRINE ANIMALS

Number of tests

Healthy slaughtered caprine animals 0

Dead caprine animals 500

In the context of measures of control/eradication on holdings affected by TSE as described in Annexes III and VII of the TSE regulation

Caprine animals from holdings affected by classical scrapie 6,377

Caprine animals from holdings affected by atypical scrapie 0

Caprine animals from holdings affected by BSE 0

Suspect animals 374

Total number of tests 7,251

Table E

Confirmatory and discriminatory tests

Number of tests

Confirmatory tests other than rapid tests on bovine animals 0

Confirmatory tests on ovine and caprine animals 304

Discriminatory tests on bovine animals 0

Discriminatory tests on ovine and caprine animals 9

Total number of confirmatory tests 304

Total number of discriminatory tests 9

Table F

Genotyping tests

Number of tests

Positive TSE case 0

Randomly selected ovine animals 0

Animals in scrapie infected flocks 0

Breeding programme – ewes 48,000

Breeding programme – rams 5,352

Total of number of tests 53,352

Table G

COMPENSATION FOR ANIMALS

 
In the context of suspicion, control and eradication of TSEs

Animals culled and destroyed Number of animals compensated

Bovine animals 0

Ovine animals 0

Caprine animals 149

Animals slaughtered Number of animals compensated

Ovine animals 0

Caprine animals 0

Total Bovine 0

Total Ovine + Caprine 149

COMMENT / ADDITIONAL CLARIFICATION
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Please note that since May 2017, the samples for Primary molecular testing are sent to the Greek TSE`s

National Laboratory and they perform the test on our behalf. According to Table E, 9 discriminatory samples

have been tested but Greece will claim the relevant amount for them.
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