
Recognition of the Autonomous Community of Extremadura as 
officially brucellosis-free (B. Melitensis) and of certain regions 

of Spain as officially tuberculosis-free and officially 
brucellosis-free in relation to bovine herds 

PAFF-meeting 17-18 January 
2017, Brussels eeting on 17-18 



B. Melitensis programme

First implemented at a national level in 90’s
radication program 2009

Main measures:

• Routine testing with compulsory slaughter and compensation
• Regionalitation of measures (incresed measures in high prevalence areas, 

more frequent testing, vaccination))
• vaccination (Rev-1): remaing nowadays only in Andalucía, Murcia and 

Castilla la Mancha

Background



Evolution of the epidemiological indicators



8 regions OBmF



AUTONOMOUS COMMUNITY OF EXTREMADURA: 
OVINE AND CAPRINE BRUCELLOSIS OFFICIALLY FREE STATUS 

APPLICATION (Brucella melitensis)



EPIDEMIOLOGICAL DATA 

– In 2015, 99, 94% (>99,8%) of the herds were recognised as 
officially free-herds of brucelosis (18.000 herds and 3.000.000 of 
animals).

– From 1st July of 2013, vaccination against brucellosis on small
ruminants is prohibited in Extremadura, according to point 3.2. of 
Resolution of 20 June of 2013 of General Direction of Agriculture
and Livestock (DOE Nº 125 of 01/07/2013). 

– In 2016,  no positive case in the region.



SURVEILLANCE PROGRAM (Manteinance of Officially
free status B. melitensis):

– Annual control of at least 10% of ovine and caprine animals older
than 6 months (Section II of Chapter I of Annex A of Directive
91/68 / EEC)

– If B. melitensis is confirmed, compulsory stamping out of the
affected farm.

– Passive surveillance program: compulsory notification of 
symptoms compatible with brucelosis (abortions). 

– Controls on animals coming from regions not officially free
– Extremadura will continue being included in National Eradication

Programme



Background

– First implemented at a national level in 80’s

– Combination of measures
• Test-and-cull prog. 100% cattle population (EU

regulations)
• Vaccination: RB51 (since 2004)
• High biosecurity standards

Bovine brucellosis programme



- areas (LVUs) of ↑prevalence of BB = Special
Incidence Areas (SIA), individual approach for
disease control and eradication since 2005

- stamping out (applied nowadays)

- mass vaccination (only applied in 1 LVU in 2016,
forbidden in 2017)



Tuberculosis bovinaEvolution of the epidemiological indicators
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6 REGIONS OBF



AUTONOMOUS COMMUNITY OF PRINCIPADO DE ASTURIAS: 
BOVINE BRUCELLOSIS OFFICIALLY FREE STATUS 

APPLICATION





Current epidemiological situation

• In 2016 100% of herds tested, all of them with
negative results

• 9 cases of suspected abortions have been
investigated, without isolation of Brucella abortus

• 100% of herds mantain the OBF status



• SURVEILLANCE PROGRAM (Manteinance of Officially
free status):

– Annual control  of at least 20% of herds next 5 years older than 24 
months and additionally of all herds of the municipalities in the
border with the regions of Cantabria and Castilla y León.

– If B. abortus is confirmed, compulsory stamping out of the affected
farm.

– Passive surveillance program: compulsory notification of symptoms
compatible with brucelosis (abortions). 

– Controls on animals coming from regions not officially free
– Asturias will continue being included in National Eradication

Programme



PROVINCES OF BURGOS, SORIA AND VALLADOLID
BOVINE BRUCELLOSIS OFFICIALLY FREE STATUS 

APPLICATION





CURRENT EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SITUATION: 

• No isolation of B. abortus in the region of
Castilla y León in 2016

• No positive herds in the provinces od Burgos,
Soria and Valladolid

PROVINCIA
ESTABLOS SOMETIDOS A 
CONTROL

ESTABLOS 
POSITIVOS PREVALENCIA

BURGOS 901 0 0,00%

SORIA 270 0 0,00%

VALLADOLID 201 0 0,00%



• SURVEILLANCE PROGRAM (Manteinance of Officially free 
status of the 3 provinces):

– Annual control  of at least 20% of herds next 5 years older than
24 months and  of all herds in the rest of provinces of Castilla y 
León.

– If B. abortus is confirmed, compulsory stamping out of the
affected farm.

– Passive surveillance program: compulsory notification of 
symptoms compatible with brucelosis (abortions). 

– Controls on animals coming from provinces/regions not officially
free

– Castilla y León will continue being included in National
Eradication Programme



Background

First implemented at a national level in 80’s

Combination of measures:
• At least, Annual Control in all cattle farms:

• Rutine tests: tuberculin tests (skin test)
• Complementary tests: gamma interferon, microbiology agent

identification

• Compulsory slaugther of positive animals
• Treatment forbiden
• Clinical and epidemiologic investigations

Bovine tuberculosis programme



Tuberculosis bovinaEvolution of the epidemiological indicators

 

11,14

11,77

11,17

10,21
10,78

9,18

7,46

5,91 5,68
5,21 5,35

4,57

3,44

2,49
2,11

2,81
2,24 2,14

1,80
1,52

1,76 1,63 1,59 1,65 1,51 1,33 1,31 1,39
1,72

2,81

4,20

3,67
4,01

3,08

3,69 3,68

2,14
1,72 1,63

1,28 1,38 1,26
0,89 0,75 0,66 0,58 0,52 0,47 0,40 0,31 0,42 0,49 0,48 0,41 0,36 0,28 0,23 0,28 0,41 0,55

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14
19

86
19

87
19

88
19

89
19

90
19

91
19

92
19

93
19

94
19

95
19

96
19

97
19

98
19

99
20

00
20

01
20

02
20

03
20

04
20

05
20

06
20

07
20

08
20

09
20

10
20

11
20

12
20

13
20

14
20

15

%

Year

Herd prevalence

Animal incidence



AUTONOMOUS COMMUNITY OF CANARY ISLANDS: 
BOVINE TUBERCULOSIS OFFICIALLY FREE STATUS 

APPLICATION





SURVEILLANCE PROGRAM (Manteinance of Officially
free status):

Annual control  of all herds in 2016 (all herds tested with negative
results) and 2017 (after this year it will be decided to increase or
not this testing interval to bi-annual).
Surveillance program at slaughterhouse: all animals examined for
lesions of tuberculosis  and all compatible lesions investigated in 
the lab
If MTC is confirmed, compulsory stamping out of the affected
farm.
Testing of animals coming from regions not officially free
Carary Islands will continue being included in National Eradication
Programme



THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
ATTENTION
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