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EPIDEMIOLOGICAL DATA

BOVINES

Since 2001, more than 67000 animals have been tested with rapid tests. Taking
account of the adult bovine population, which is about 28000 animals, more than
twice of the number of the adult population has been tested. No case on BSE has been
diagnosed until now. Figure 1, displays the number of tests carried out per year.

Figure 1
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Since 1985, 1006 outbreaks were found. The majority of the outbreaks were in mixed
flocks (sheep and goats). The distribution of the new outbreaks per year and farm kind

is presented in the Figure below (Figure 2).
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Currently, there are 723 scrapie infected flocks, which are still operating. These
represent the 22% of the active sheep and goats flocks. Figure 3, presents the number
and the proportion of the active infected flocks according to their farm kind (OVI=
only sheep, O/C= Sheep and goats, CAP=only goats). '
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The number of the new outbreaks especially for OVI flocks and O/C flocks has a
declining tendency, most probably related to the improvement of the resistance in
sheep as a result of the breeding programme (Figure 4).

Figure 4

Trend of new outbreaks per farm kind
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Figures 5 and 6 present the situation as regards the confiscated animals. Since 2009,
the confiscated animals comprise of animals with suspect clinical signs and of animals
that can not be slaughtered for human consumption either because of their PrP-protein
genotype or their age. As a result of the breeding for resistance in sheep, the number
of confiscated animals is permanently declining. On the contrary, the number of
confiscated goats is rising, not because mainly an increase in the suspect cases is
observed but moreover due to the prohibition of slaughtering for human consumption
of the animals from scrapie-infected flocks, which are older than 3 months of age.
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As regards the programme for breeding for resistance in sheep, out of the 625 active
infected flocks with sheep, 599 are classified in the Cat II (using only ARR/ARR
rams), 2 are classified as Cat I (all animals are ARR/ARR) and 24 are Cat III (also
rams other than ARR/ARR are present on the holding or the farmer did not submit the
relevant information) and are in the process to be classified as Cat II. Rams other than
ARR/ARR are cither castrated and send for slaughter (if bearing 1 ARR allele) or

confiscated and culled.
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