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The voluntary initiative on equines  
Status

November 2020

 At the meeting of the Platform on 7 October 2019 the ‘Guide to good 
animal welfare practice for the keeping, care, training and use of horses’ 
was acknowledged by a conclusion adopted during the meeting 

 At the meeting of the Platform on 15 June 2020 the ‘Guide to good animal 
welfare practice for the keeping, care, training and use of donkeys and 
donkey hybrids’ was acknowledged by a conclusion adopted during the 
meeting 

 Today factsheets based on the horse guide are on the agenda today to be 
acknowledged by a conclusion
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The voluntary initiative on equines 
The members

Member States:

 Czech Republic, Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, Sweden, and the 
Netherlands

Business and professional organisations:

 ISAE, FVE, and Copa-Cogeca

Civil society organisations:

 World Horse Welfare, Eurogroup for Animals, and Animal’s Angels

Independent experts:

 Two experts

Secretariat:

 Eurogroup for Animals and World Horse Welfare 
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The voluntary initiative on equines
The factsheets

It is our hope that the horse guide will be read in its entirety by those, who 
owns or in other ways are engaged in the keeping etc. of horses, 

 However, we realise that this may not always be the case

 The group therefore decided to produce factsheets on a number of 
selected topics

 Infectious disease and biosecurity

 Feed 

 Water 

 Hoof care 

 Social interaction and comfort behaviour

 Stable - indoor housing

 Turnout – shelter and pasture

/ Danish Veterinary and Food Administration 

4



The voluntary initiative on equines
The factsheets

 The factsheets relate to the horse guide and thus the intention is that the text 
of the factsheets shall follow the text of the guide

 The factsheets has been in an open consultation in order to give Platform 
members a possibility to comment

 As you can see from the Digital Tool, the consultation did result in some 
comments

 The comments have been scrutinised carefully, and for different reasons not 
all comments could be taken into account. The main reasons are that the 
comments suggest 

 to amend a part of the text, which is a compromise resulting from 
discussions in the group 

 to add a text, which is not reflected in the horse guide, and therefore 
would need to be discussed by the group – it’s too late for that
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The voluntary initiative on equines
The factsheets

The fact sheet on feed

No comments 

/ Danish Veterinary and Food Administration 

6



The voluntary initiative on equines
The factsheets

The factsheet om hoof care

No comments
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The voluntary initiative on equines
The factsheets

The factsheet on infectious 

disease and biosecurity

A comma has been deleted 

Other comments are not taken into account
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The voluntary initiative on equines
The factsheets

The factsheet on social interaction 

and comfort behaviour

No comments 
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The voluntary initiative on equines
The factsheets

The factsheet on stable –
indoor housing

No comments
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The voluntary initiative on equines
The factsheets

The factsheet on turnout –
shelter and pasture

Comments, but not taken into account
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The voluntary initiative on equines
The factsheets

The factsheet on water

The photo has been replaced with this
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The voluntary initiative on equines
Closing remarks

 The aim of the factsheets is to supplement the horse guide and thus help 
improve horse welfare in the EU and beyond.

 To this end it is my hope that you – the Platform members – will be in a 
position to vote in favor for the conclusion, which acknowledges the 
factsheets  

 Finally

 Translation of the guides is ongoing – this is an important step to 
promote the guides in the EU and beyond 

 To support the promotion of the guides it is my hope that the 
Commission will consider to upload the translated versions along with 
the English version, which already appear on the part of the website 
about the Platform conclusions 
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Nu til hestene

14


