
Member States seeking a financial contribution from the European Union for national 
programmes of eradication, control and surveillance shall submit online this application 
completely filled out. 
  
In case of difficulty, please contact SANTE-VET-PROG@ec.europa.eu, describe the issue 
and mention the version of this document:

Submission Number

1432913416834-5257

Submission Date

Friday, May 29, 2015 16:30:13

2015 1.03

Your current version of Acrobat is: 11.015

Instructions to complete the form: 

1) You need to have at least the Adobe Reader version 8.1.3 or higher to fill and submit 
this form. 

2) To verify your data entry while filling your form, you can use the “verify form” button at 
the top of each page. 

3) When you have finished filling the form, verify that your internet connection is active, 
save a copy on your computer and then click on the “submit notification” button below. 
If the form is properly filled, the notification will be submitted to the EU server and a 
submission number will appear in the corresponding field. 
If you don't succeed to submit your programme following this procedure, check with your 
IT service that the security settings of your computer are compatible with this online 
submission procedure. 

4) All programmes submitted online are kept in a central database. However only the 
information in the last submission is used when processing the data. 

5) IMPORTANT: Once you have received the submission number, save the form on your 
computer for your records. 

6) If the form is not properly filled in, an alert box will appear indicating the number of 
incorrect fields. Please check your form again, complete it and re-submit it according to 
steps 3). Should you still have difficulties, please contact SANTE-VET-PROG@ec.europa.
eu. 

7) For simplification purposes you are invited to submit multi-annual programmes. 
8) As mentioned during the Plenary Task Force of 28/2/2014, you are invited to submit your 

programmes in English.

Annex IV : Programme for the surveillance of Avian Influenza in 
poultry and wild birds submitted for obtaining EU cofinancing
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ANNEX 4 : Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry and wild 
birds

1. Identification of the programme 

Member state : IRELAND

Disease avian influenza in poultry and wild birds

This program is multi annual :  yes

Type of submission : New multiannual programme

Request of  Union co-financing 
from beginning of :   

2016 To  end of 2017
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ANNEX 4 : Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry and wild 
birds

1.1  Contact

Name : Stephanie Ronan

Phone : 0035316072205

Your job type within the  CA : Superintending Veterinary Officer

Email : Stephanie.Ronan@agriculture.gov.ie

2. Description and implementation of the surveillance programme in 
poultry

2.1.1  Designation of the central authority in charge of supervising and  
coordinating the departments responsible for implementing the 
programme

(max. 32000 chars) : 

The Department of Agriculture,  Food and the Marine is responsible for supervising and coordinating the 
implementation of the programme.  Active surveillance is not require under Commission decision 
2010/367/EU, therefore details are not included in this plan.

2.1.2  System in place for the registration of holdings 
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ANNEX 4 : Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry and wild 
birds

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Holdings containing birds of any type and number must be registered with the Department of 
Agriculture,  Food and the Marine under SI. 114 of 2014. Registration is carried out at the local District 
Veterinary Office. The register is maintained on the Animal Health Computer System (AHCS). 

2.1.3  Design (risk based surveillance or surveillance based on 
representative sampling taking into account criteria in Annex I of 
Commission Decision 2010/367/EC)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Surveillance based on representative sampling as defined in Annex I of Commission Decision 
2010/367/EU shall be carried out between 1 January 2016 and 31 December 2017. Sampling of poultry 
holdings and serological testing will be carried out by Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
and the Marine (DAFM) staff to detect the presence of antibodies to avian influenza virus. Sampling will 
be stratified throughout Ireland (NUTS2 regions: IE01 and IE02-see annex 1) so that it is representative 
of the whole member state. The general requirements are: 
• Sampling will coincide with seasonal production where appropriate for certain poultry categories.  
• Samples collected for other purposes will be used where possible.  
• Testing will be carried out at the National Reference Laboratory (NRL) for avian influenza.  
• All results will be sent to Community Reference Laboratory (CRL) for avian influenza for collation. 
• The CRL will provide technical support and diagnostic reagents.

2.1.3.1 Short description of  predominant poultry population and types of 
poultry production

(max. 32000 chars) : 

DAFM introduced registration of all poultry and other captive bird holdings in 2005. In March 2012, 
11,607 holdings, including back yard flocks, have been registered. 
 
The approximate numbers of domestic fowl and turkeys on commercial sites, according to DAFM 
databases, is shown in Annex 1.   Commercial poultry holdings are defined as those that supply 
approved slaughter plants or local abattoirs, approved/registered hatcheries or registered packing 
centres and dealers.  The number varies according to the time of year e.g., commercial turkeys are more 
numerous in the months leading up to Christmas. The approximate proportions of the different species 
are as follows: domestic fowl 90%, turkeys 8% and ducks < 1%. The population of poultry in June 2010 
was 11.025 million (CSO Farm Census). This is the most recent year for which a complete farm census by 
region was carried out. 
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ANNEX 4 : Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry and wild 
birds

2.1.3.2 Criteria and risk factors for risk based surveillance(1)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Not applicable

(1) Including maps showing target sampling sites identified as being particularly at risk for the introduction of avian 
influenza virus, taking into account criteria set out in point 4 of Annex I to Commission Decision 2010/367/EC.

2.2 Target populations  (2)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Representative sampling scheme of the following poultry species and production categories will be 
stratified throughout the country (Annex I): 
• Laying hens 
• Free range laying hens 
• Chicken breeders 
• Turkey breeders 
•  Fattening turkeys (including holdings with more than one species on the holding) 
• Fattening ducks (including holdings with more than one species on the holding) 
• Fattening geese (including holdings with more than one species on the holding) 
• Free range broilers (Broilers other than free-range birds will not be included in this survey, as their short 
life means that they are unlikely to sero-convert before they are slaughtered)

(2) including MS specific exceptional circumstances as described in Annex I point 3 of Commission Decision 2010/367/EU) 
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