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A circular 

economy 

minimises waste 

through reusing, 

repairing, 

refurbishing and 

recycling 

existing 

materials and 

products. 

Circular economy 



Guiding principles for the CE 
monitoring framework 
 • Objective: Establish a monitoring framework to strengthen 
and assess the progress towards circular economy, while 
minimising the administrative burden.  

• Use available data as far as possible: The circular 
economy monitoring framework draws upon and 
complements the existing Resource Efficiency Scoreboard 
and Raw Materials Scoreboard, which were developed in 
recent years by the Commission. 

• Monitoring at different stages: Progress towards a 
circular economy and the effectiveness of action needs to 
be tracked at all stages of resources, products and services 
in their lifecycle. 

• No single indicator on circularity: Commission will use a 
set of relevant indicators. 
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Sankey diagram on material flows in the EU economy (2014) 
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The monitoring framework consists of a set of 

ten indicators grouped into four thematic clusters, 

broadly following the logic and structure of the Circular 

Economy Action Plan:   

1) Production and consumption,  

2) Waste management,  

3) Secondary raw materials and  

4) Competitiveness, innovation and economics 

 

 

 



Production and 
consumption 

• 1  EU self-sufficiency for 
 selected raw materials 

• 2  Green Public Procurement  

• 3a-c Waste generation 

• 4  Food waste  

Waste management 

• 5a-b Overall recycling rates 

• 6a-f Recycling rates for 
specific  waste streams  

 

 

 

Secondary raw materials 

• 7a-b  Contribution of recycled 
 materials to raw materials 
 demand 

• 8  Trade in recyclable raw 
 materials 

Competitiveness, 
innovation, economics 

• 9a-c Private investments, 
jobs  and gross value added 

• 10  Patents  
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Production and consumption 

• 4) Food waste 

 Voluntary data collection started for 
reference year 2012 as plug-in to 
Waste Statistics Regulation data 

 Plug-in data delivered by 9 MS for 
reference years 2012 and 2014 

 Based on plug-in data from eight MS a 
preliminary Circular Economy indicator  
on food waste estimated for reference 
years 2012 and 2014 

  Estimation biennial until the 
Commission (DG SANTE) will have 
better data (in a few years) 
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Food waste outlook 

• Update of circular economy indicator 

• Food waste indicator for reference year 2016 in 
early autumn 2018 

• Further improvements make backward revisions 
for reference years 2012 and 2014 data possible 

• Provision of grants in order to get plug-in data 
and for Member States to investigate sources 
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