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1. Identification of the programme

Member State: HUNGARY

Disease(s): Bluetongue

Request of Community co-financing for: 2013

Reference of this document: 2008/425/EC and 2009/470/EC
Contact (name, phone, fax, E-mail): Edith Nagy DVM.
Phone: +36 70 436 0510 Fax:

E-mail: nagye @nebih.gov.hu

Date sent to the Commission: 26 April 2012

2. Historical data on the epidemiological evolution of the disease(s):

The first and so far the only Hungarian occurrence of the bluetongue disease was confirmed on
5 Sept 2008. The virus was detected when the obligatory control serological testing was carried
out during the isolation period on the animals which were transported from other Member State
infected with bluetongue disease:

On 4 July 2008 142 charolais cattle arrived to Borsod-Abatij-Zemplén County from France.
According to the transport documentation all animals were tested serologically with negative
result for the bluetongue disease prior to shipment in accordance with the Comm. Reg.
1266/2007/EC. After the arrival the animals were isolated on the farm. Control tests were
performed during the isolation period and 47 animals were found to be seropositive and 1
viropositive. The viropositive animal was killed and disposed. The repeated control tests
showed that subsequent 17 animals were viropositive out of the 47 seropositive cattle. All
viropositive animals were killed and disposed. The seropositive, but virologically negative
animals were slaughtered.

Due to the above mentioned results immediate control testing was carried out on the 281
animals originally held on the same Hungarian farm. 4 seropositive cases were found. These
animals were subjected to further virological examination, which showed that all of them were
positive for the bluetongue virus. These viropositive animals were killed and disposed.

The bluetongue disease was confirmed on 5 Sept 2008. This fact was reported to the European
Commission and also to the OIE.

Protection zone and surveillance zone was set up and monitoring tests were ordered to survey
the spread of the disease. Movement restrictions were implemented. Disinsectisation was
carried out in the zone with a radius of 20 km around the outbreak in order to eliminate the
vectors.

On 6 Oct 2008 repeated control serological testing was carried out in the affected herd, and the
results showed that 36 cattle out of 450 were seropositive (previously all of them were
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seronegative in Sept). PCR testing of the seropositive animals showed that 14 cattle were PCR
positive.

Due to the epidemiological risk of the further keeping of this affected herd the National Disease
Control Centre decided to kill and dispose all animals kept on the farm, what was carried out in
the following month and finished by 17 Nov 2008. The depopulation of the farm was followed
by cleaning and disinfection.

The repopulation was permitted by the Local Veterinary Authority more than one year later.

On 19 Jan 2010 the Hungarian Veterinary Authority applied for the Commission's approval for
re-demarcation and reduction of the bluetongue restricted zones in Hungary subsequent upon
the favourable monitoring results carried out in 2008 and in 2009. The new bluetongue
restricted zone was determined around the location of the primary outbreak taking into
consideration the Commission's opinion discussed prior to the application. In connection with
these modifications, Hungary took the opportunity to lift the bluetongue surveillance zone in
Gyor-Moson-Sopron county which was set up first in regard with the bluetongue outbreak
occurred in the Czech Rep. on 13 Nov 2008 on the farm Ivancice. This surveillance zone was
later extended in direction to south in regard with another bluetongue outbreak occurred in the
Czech Rep. on 25 Sept 2009 on the farm Nésedlovice. In Gy6r-Moson-Sopron county all
serological test results also were negative both in sentinel cattle and in randomly selected
individuals in 2008 and in 2009.

In October 2010 the whole territory of Hungary officially regained the bluetongue free status.
Since the remaining restricted zone was lifted the sentinel monitoring was stopped, but the
monitoring programme for cattle and for the vector species was still ongoing according to the
rules to be applied in the free zone.

3. Description of the submitted programme:

3.1. Aim of the submitted programme:

Hungary regained the bluetongue free status in October 2010. But the risk of a new
introduction of the disease is still valid since the virus is circulating in many Member States
from which cattle are transported to Hungary. The aim of the submitted programme is to
demonstrate the absence of certain bluetongue serotypes and to detect the presence of the
disease at the earliest stage if new introduction of the bluetongue virus occurs again. Fhe
other atmoic tr eomtinge the svnate o da o o sho conge oo tac S tls sdhole foseiisesr of hhas
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3.2. Legal background in Hungarian law in force at present:

Hungarian Act No XLVI. 2008 on Food Chain and its official control

Decree No. 41/1997. (V. 28.) of the Ministry of Agriculture on issuing the Animal Health
Code.

Detailed rules are prescribed in Decree No 31/2009 of MARD laying down the protective
measures against Bluetongue, issued on 27" March, 2009. :

Bluetongue co-financing 2013 3/36 ~ Hungary



3.3. Applied diagnostics and testing methods:

Passive clinical surveillance

The Hungarian and European legislation in force ensures that owners or holders of animals as well
as veterinarians must report promptly any suspicion of bluetongue to the competent authority. All
suspected cases of bluetongue must be investigated immediately, thus it can not be estimated the

number of suspected animals.

Serological surveillance of cattle

The sampling size must be calculated with 20% prevalence and 95% confidence due to the Annex L.
point 1.1.2.2. of the Comm. Reg. No 1266/2007/EC. With this method the prescribed total number
of samples is 266 per year (14 sample/county). The serological examinations shall be carried out

between September and October:

County Sample No Sampling to be carried out
Baranya 14 September
Bécs-Kiskun 14 September
Békés 14 October
Borsod-Abatij-Zemplén 14 October
Csongrad 14 October
Fejér 14 September
Févéros és Pest megye 14 October
Gyo6r-Moson Sopron 14 September
Hajdu-Bihar 14 October
Heves 14 October
Jasz-Nagykun-Szolnok 14 October
Komadrom Esztergom 14 September
Nograd 14 October
Somogy 14 September
Szabolcs-Szatmér-Bereg 14 October
Tolna 14 September
Vas 14 September
Veszprém 14 September
Zala 14 September
Total: 266
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4. Measures of the submitted programme

4.1.  Summary of measures under the programme

Duration of the programme:

First year: 2008 Last year: unknown

v Control ' Eradication
v Testing | Testing
| Slaughter of positive animals | Slaughter of positive animals
| Killing of positive animals V Killing of positive animals
& Vaccination v Extended slaughter or killing
& Treatment & Disposal of products
& Disposal of products

v Monitoring or surveillance

@ Other measures (specify): -

4.2. Designation of the central authority charged with supervising and coordinating the
departments responsible for implementing the programme:

National Authorities:

a.) National Food Chain Safety Office

b)

Animal Health and Animal Welfare Directorate
address: H-1124 Budapest, Keleti Kdroly utca 24.
Tel: +36 20 955 9070
e determines the terms and territorial expansion of the monitoring
programme;
e keeps contact with national institutes (e.g. public health, civil defence),
with ministries of other countries and with EU Institutes;
e coordinates and supervises the implementation of the programmes carried

out by the County Government Office Food Chain Safety and Animal Health
Directorates (19)

National Food Chain Safety Office, Veterinary Diagnostic Directorate
(1 central and 2 regional laboratories)

The central laboratory in Budapest is the National Reference Laboratory for
Bluetongue.

Ministry of Rural Development
address: H-1055 Budapest, Kossuth L. tér 11.
Department of Food Chain Control
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4.3. Description and delimitation of the geographical and administrative areas in which the
programme is to be implemented:

The programme for eradication, control and monitoring is to be applied on the whole
territory of Hungary. Map | shows the administrative map of Hungary.

Map I: Hungary and its 19 counties

4.4.  Measures implemented under the programme

4.4.1. Notification of the disease:

— Hungarian Act No XLVI. 2008 on Food Chain and its official control
— Decree No. 41/1997. (V. 28.) of the Ministry of Agriculture on issuing the Animal
Health Code.

— Decree No 31/2009. of MARD laying down the protective measures against
Bluetongue, issued on 27" " March, 2009.

4.4.2. Target animals and animal population:

The programme for eradication, control and monitoring is to be applied on the whole
territory of Hungary. Table | indicates the cattle and sheep number in Hungary (see on the
next page).
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Total number of animals
County
cattle sheep
Baranya 28291 24026
‘Bécs-Kiskun 64109 148 541
Békés 62212 36 381
‘Borsod-Abadj-Zemplén 41956 43511
Csongrad 39454 38 360
Fejér 44371 31508
E/y(”)r—Moson-Sopron 50789 4897
'Hajdd-Bihar 91206 175 200
Heves 13627 15 082
Jasz-Nagykun-Szolnok 53639 40 554 :
Komdrom-Esztergom 14087 7438 |
N6grad 14442 14 627
Pest 51460 46351
Somogy 32403 20524
Szaboles-Szatmar-Bereg 39365 138 077
Tolna 22772 29451
Vas 28878 2257
Veszprém 39412 40 242
Zala 24248 9 447
Total 756721 866474

Table 1: Number of cattle and sheep in Hungary on 31 of December, 2011

4.4.3. Identification of animals and registration of holdings:

System in place for the registration of holdings:

In case of cattle a computerized, centralized identification and registration system (ENAR) has been
operated since 1997 and each bovine herd has been registered in the frame of this system.

In case of sheep a computerized, centralized identification and registration system (ENAR) has been
operated since 2000. The ovine herds have been registered on the basis of the Decree No. 29/2000.
(VL 9.) of Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development (MARD).

In case of goats the Animal Health Code (Decree No 41/1997. (V.28.) of Minister of Agriculture)
prescribes that during identification of these animals pre-printed ear-tags must be used, but until
May of 2005 there was no special ministerial decree for the identification and registration of goats.
However the voluntary registration of goats have been started by the breeding organizations of
goats without the special legislation. In May of 2005 a new decree of MARD, Decree No 47/2005.
(V.23.), was published about the identification and registration of goats and sheep and for the
implementation of Council Regulation (EC) No 21/2004. (In case of sheep this new decree replaced
the Decree No. 29/2000. (VL. 9.) of MARD.) In October of 2007 a new decree of the MARD,
Decree No 119/2007. (X.18.) was published about centralized registration of holdings and herds.
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Svystem in place for the identification of animals;

Bovine animals are subject to individual identification and registration.
Registration and identification using central, computerised database:

From 18 Sept 1997 (Decree No. 62/1997. (IX. 10.) of MA):
ear-tagging by pre-printed, bar-coded individual number
data recording and handling in computerised, central database.

The rules of the Decree No. 62/1997. (IX. 10.) of MA were equivalent to the relevant rules of the
EU. Since 1997 due to inter alia the changes of the EU rules we have modified our rules several
times. The current legislative text, namely the Decree No 99/2002. (XL5.) of MARD is fully
compatible with the legislative Rules of the EU. (The Decree No 99/2002. (XL5.) of MARD was
modified before Accession by Decree No 12/2004. (1.31.) of MARD.)

Ovine and caprine animals are subject to individual identification and registration.

From July of 2005 the Decree No. 47/2005. (V.23.) of MARD about the identification and
registration of sheep and goats and for the implementation of Council Regulation (EC) No 21/2004
has been effective. Parallel making the new decree in the frame of a PHARE project a new central,
computerised database for sheep and goats were developed. After 1 Jan 2006 this new central
database was fully operable.

Registration and identification of caprine animals

From May of 2005: the Decree No 47/2005. (V.23.) of MARD were published about the
identification and registration of sheep and goats and for the implementation of Council Regulation
(EC) No 21/2004. This is the first special Hungarian decree regarding the identification and
registration of goats. On the basis of the new decree the new central, computerised database is fully
operable for goats as well.

In December of 2009 a new decree of the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development, Decree
No 182/2009. (30. X1I.) FVM was published about the identification and registration of sheep and
goats and for the implementation of Council Regulation (EC) No 21/2004.

4.4.4. Measures and terms of legislation as regards the different qualifications of animals and
herds:

Not applicable.

4.4.5. Rules of the movement of animals:

Commission Regulation No 1266/2007/EC, Decree No 31/2009 of MARD laying down the
protective measures against Bluetongue (issued on 27 March 2009) and the “Guide on measures
concerning Bluetongue disease” — which was issued first on 22 September 2008 and kept up-to-date
since then — regulate the strict transport rules to be used inland Hungary and in case of
intracommunity trade.
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4.4.6. Tests used and sampling schemes:

Serological surveillance of cattle:

Test used: Antibody ELISA

The sampling size must be calculated with 20% prevalence and 95% confidence due to the Annex 1.
point 1.1.2.2. of the Comm. Reg. No 1266/2007/EC. With this method the prescribed total number

of samples is 266 per year (14 sample/county). The serological examinations shall be carried out
between September and October as it is already indicated in point 3.3 of this document.

o

¥
(e
{

4.4.7. Vaccines used and vaccination schemes:
Vaccination against bluetongue disease is prohibited on the whole territory of Hungary.

16th § of Decree No 31/2009. of MARD laying down the protective measures against Bluetongue
states that to avoid an outbreak or the spread of the disease the chief veterinary officer can order the
vaccination and identification of vaccinated animals or herds in the restricted zone (except the
surveillance zone), but only with the recommendation of the National Disease Control Center and
with notification of the European Commission.

4.4.8. Information and assessment on bio-security measures management and infrastructure
in place in the holdings involved:

The “Guide on measures concerning Bluetongue disease™ — which was issued first on 22 September
2008 and kept up-to-date since then — contains measures to be done to enhance the bio-security
level of the holdings located in the restricted zone. The main goals were to strictly regulate the
transport conditions, strengthen the isolation rules and to protect the animals against vector species.
All permitted biocid products available for animal protection against the vector species in Hungary
are listed in annex of the guide.

4.4.9. Measures in case of a positive result:

In case of bluetongue positive result measures applied must comply with the Commission
Regulation No 1266/2007 of 26 October 2007 on implementing rules for Council Directive
2000/75/EC as regards the control, monitoring, surveillance and restrictions on movements of

certain animals of susceptible species in relation to bluetongue.

The seropositive animals are slaughtered by isolated slaughter.
The viropositive animals are killed and disposed.

1'7th § of Decree No 31/2009. of MARD laying down the protective measures against Bluetongue
states the rules of disposal of the dead animals.
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4.4.10. Compensation scheme for owners of slaughtered and killed animals:

The 54th § and 55th § of the Hungarian Act No XLVI. 2008 on Food Chain and its official
control determines the basic rules of state compensation of the animal owners.

The detailed rules of the state compensation are laid down in Decree No. 41/1997. (V. 28.)
of the Ministry of Agriculture on issuing the Animal Health Code from 141st § to 155th §.

4.4.11. Control on the implementation of the programme and reporting:

At the beginning of the year of implementation the director of the Animal Health and
Animal Welfare Directorate of the National Food Chain Safety Office issues a circular letter
for all directors of County Government Office Food Chain Safety and Animal Health
Directorates on the detailed rules and terms of implementation of the monitoring programme
and on the terms of the reports to be sent for the Animal Health and Animal Welfare
Directorate of the National Food Chain Safety Office. The Animal Health and Animal
Welfare Directorate is responsible for collecting all reports made on county level and for
preparing and sending all reports for the Commission regarding the monitoring programme
(including the mid term and final reports, t00).

5. Benefits of the programme:
Benefits: The most important aim for Hungary is to maintain the bluetongue free status for

the whole territory of the country and to detect the reintroduction of the disease as early as
possible.
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Abbreviations:

MA = Ministry of Agriculture (until 1997)

- MARD = Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development (from 1998 to May 2010)
MRD = Ministry of Rural Development (since June 2010)

AHC = Animal Health Code

Bp. = Budapest, capital of Hungary

Bluetongue co-financing 2012 » 36/36 Hungary
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