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Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza
version : 2.1

1. Identification of the programme 

Member state : BULGARIA

Disease : avian influenza in poultry and wild birds

Request of Community co-financing from beginning of : 2012 to end of 2012

1.1  Contact

Name : Dr. Aleksandra Miteva

Phone : +359 2 915 98 42 

Fax. : +359 2 915 98 42 

Email : a_miteva@nvms.government.bg

2. Description of the surveillance programme in poultry

2.1  Objectives of surveillance programmes

(max. 32000 chars) : 

The serological surveillance of highly pathogenic Avian Influenza subtypes H5 and H7 has the following 
objectives: 
• To detect clinical and subclinical infections and to undertake early protection measures for control the 
spread of the disease and possible mutation of the virus.      
• To detect poultry populations infected with H5 and H7, which are susceptible to the disease and are 
reared in areas where the risk of disease introduction is considered to be higher. 
• To prove that a region is free from notifiable avian influenza in the frame of intercommunity trade from 
01.01.2008 and in the frame of international trade according to the rules of World Organisation for 
Animal Health (OIE), Paris 

2.2  Design, implementation and target population
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(max. 32000 chars) : 

Serological EXAMINATION for Avian influenza of the following species and birds category: 
• Domestic hens, kept in non-commercial holdings or in industrial holdings; 
• Domestic birds of the gallinaceous species /breeding stocks, laying hens, turkeys, of ratites/; 
• Domestic waterfowls /ducks and geese/; 
• Birds, reared and used for hunting (pheasants, partridge, quails, half-savage birds);

2.2.1  Risk based surveillance (RBS)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

The plan for laboratory surveillance for 2012 is based on a regional principle as regards to the samples 
which have to be taken from different bird species and sent for analyses. The programme includes 
examination of live poultry. It is preferable the samples taken from domestic poultry from gallinaceous 
species and waterfowls to be sent with a separate cover letters. The samples should be taken within the 
migratory period of the wild birds and can include considerable number of slaughtered domestic 
poultry. 
In case of taking samples from one settlement the latter must be collected from at least three different 
backyards/ flocks. 

2.2.2  Surveillance based on Representative Sampling

(max. 32000 chars) : 

For serological analyses serum samples of clinically healthy birds  are sent.

3. Target populations

(max. 32000 chars) : 

• Domestic hens, kept in non-commercial holdings or in industrial holdings; 
• Domestic birds of the gallinaceous species /breeding stocks, laying hens, turkeys, of ratites/; 
• Domestic waterfowls /ducks and geese/; 
• Birds, reared and used for hunting (pheasants, partridge, quails, half-savage birds); 

4. Risk-based surveillance (RBS) method
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4.1  Criteria and Risk factors

4.1.1   Criteria and risk factors for virus introduction into poultry holdings due 
to direct or indirect exposure to wild birds in particular those of identified 'target 
species'

(max. 32000 chars) : 

The Programme is been implemented over the territory of the whole country, major share of the total 
number of samples foreseen therein being taken from all those 10 administrative districts /veterinary 
regions/ identified as such of higher risk with regards to AI.

4.1.2.  Criteria and risk factors for virus spread within poultry holdings and 
between poultry holdings, as well as the consequences (impact) of the spread of 
avian influenza from poultry to poultry and between poultry holdings

(max. 32000 chars) : 

The frequency of the surveillance in the critical points should be identified individually depending on 
each of the specificity of the critical points and on the type of the disease (infectious agent, sources of 
the infection, way of transmission, driving forces of the infectious process, incubation period, natural 
reservoirs, environmental factors, season, agricultural activities and etc ).) 
The surveillance frequency could be with decreased intensity in regions considered of lower risk. 

4.2.  Targeting of populations at risk

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Measures included in the programme for poultry surveillance:   
  Observation of health status of the poultry kept in the poultry farms of intensive mode of keeping /the 
large poultry holdings/; 
  Observation of health status of the poultry kept in backyards; 
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  Testing of samples taken from the birds kept in all regions of the country considered to be of higher risk 
with regards to AI; 
  Testing of poultry carcasses collected in case of mortality rates higher than the normal poultry ones; 
  Strict control on the movements of poultry and poultry products; 
  Thorough disinfection of transport vehicles entering into the country from third countries; 
  Control on the implementation of bio-security measures. 

4.3.  Targeting of poultry holdings to be sampled

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Backyard flocks 
 Duck and geese holdings  
Turkey holdings  
Farmed game holdings  
Pheasants holdings  
Poultry holdings (except ducks and geese):
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