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GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE NATIONAL SALMONELLA
CONTROL PROGRAMME 1IN EGG-LAYING FLOCKS OF GALLUS GALLLUS
IN ACC, TO JCOMMISSION DECISION: $0/424/EXEC, 20044454 EC

PART A

a}Aim of programme: 1o carry out a monitoring and contral programme for Zoonatic
Salmoneta in laying flocks of Gallus gallus in aceordance 1o Council Regulation
21602003 and Commission Regulation [ 168:2006; (0 achicve a recluction of the
prevalence of Sclmonello eateritidiv and Salmonella tvplimurinm.

The prevalence of Salmanella eateritdis and Salmencila typhimurium ascillates around
20%, since the overall prevalence of Salmonellosis in 2004 was of 43.87%,. Therefore in
accordance to article 1 by the end of 2009, at feast a 3(s reduction of positive flocks of
adult laying hens would be achieved.

by Relevant animal pognlation and phases of production esvered by the
prograne: Laving hens

rearing fHocks :- day-old chicks
- pullets, pwo weeks belore moving intu layving phase or laying unit

laying Flocks:- every 15 weeks during the laving period (usually runs for an average of 18
minths}

) The control programines are currentty being presented to the finance authorities for
funding. Personnel [or the collection of samples, 1s atready available. Fluman resources
for laboratory testing are included in the submitted plan and enforcement can be corried
oul to ensure compliance with part D of Counci! Regulation 21602003

1.General

1.1 The information availahle regarding the oceurrence of salmonclosis in layer flocks ol
Gallus gallus dates back to the baseline study carried out within the framework of 1L
Divective 2003/99 and Council Regulation 210072003,

The study was carried out between October 2004 and September 2003, All farms
registored and funclioning wilhin that period were sampled in aceordance Lo the
leaislative requirements.

The pverall prevaience of Salmoneliosis in the national layer flacks was of 43 85%,
Twenty-five (23) farms resulted positive out of a total of fifty-seven (37) farms. However
the isolates were not tyvped and therelore there is no available information regarding the
prevalence valucs of Salmonella serovars, primarily Safmasetle typhinnodinm and
Sulmonelle enteritidis.



E.2 Structure und organization of the competent authority

The competent authority Tor the implementaoen of the: Salmoneila Natioeral Control
programme in layer hens of Gallus gallus is the Veterinary Regulation, Fisheries
Conservation snd Control Division (VRFCCD?}, which falls under the Ministry of
Resources and Rural Affairs. The VRFCOD i¢ the competent authority responsibie tor
drarwing up the national contrel programimes under Coungil Regulation 216072003,
arganizing, exceuting, coflecting and reporting ot all data.

The organagramme is at present being amended and séill to be approved by the Ministry.

1.3 Luboratories:

The National Yeterinary Labaratory of the VRFCCT will be responsible for the analysis
of the samples collected under the framework of this pregramme.

The laboratory, to date, i not sceredited however qualivy assurance systems will be in
accordance to the requirements of current EN/ISQ standards. The National Relerence
[aboratory does not vet organize ring trials, however through the NREL, the national
“veterinary laboratory will be participating in ring trails organized by relorence
laboratorics for which the NRL also participales.

1.4 Examinalion of samples

samples will be collected by VRFCCTY staff and kept refrigerated until receipt at the
Eshoratory, which will be within 24howrs from callection. The samples will be exoamined
within 48 hours from reecipt and kept refrigerated und! sueh time.

Analysis of the bool swabs, frecal and dust samples will be carmied out in sccordancy o
Commission Repulation 116872006, The method of analvsis used 15 thal recommended by
the Community Relerence Lahorstory for Salmonella. being the current version of drall
Annex [3of 150 6379 (2002) "Detection ol Salimonelly spp. in animal fseces and in
sumples of primary production”, Serotyping will be carried fullowing e Kauimann-
White scheme.

1.5 Official controls

At feed -level

{ urmently there are no olficial controls in place targcred at the Salmonella Control
Frogramme. The rasw maenals used are normally of EUY certilied origin {sce paing 2.2}
The table below indicales a proposcd sampling programme to be included in the official
control of the nativnal salmonclla control programmes, ence personne] are in place.

- E_?Eﬂ]ifiﬂi.lnd fecds | lype o of samples
e feed mills - Concentrates of broiler J
slarter i
i Laver O 2
| Brotlor grower/finisher 2
o P Turkey growerdfinisher I
Smaller feed milly _Layer r 1
L . Broiler srower/finisher | _
i Home nuixers {approx. l.aver 1.0
2 Biroiler prower/[imsher 5




At Flock-level
All yegistered and funetioning eeg-laver Bocks on both Malta and Gozo will be included

in the national control programme,

In consideralion of the local epideminlogical situation, the number of farms and limited
capacily; the competent authority swould b sampling ali regisiered and eperational farmes
Twice o ver.

This would substitute two ol the sampling reguested by the operator

o __"_I_'a_r_gtuﬂ u;:;.u"-_g_gm_u_p_ [ o Sﬂ_!_ﬂj‘.l_]_ll_‘.*‘:i'il- be taken _ -
Pullets 2 weeks prior to laving § Caged Nocks: 2x130g of naturally pooled faeces from
boles

2 dust samples: {1002 in 250miby or 1 dust + Lsarmple of
" Eale nuturslly pocled laeces
i 2 binds tested for anubiotie reswduces

F Laving hens 15 weeks intg 2% 130z of natueally pooled faeces from belts
laving penod 2 dust samples: (100 in 230m0y or 1 dust + 1 natarally

: i paoled feces (150g)
| | 3 birds tested for antibiotic residues

Preferable the adult hens tested would be of a dilferent bateh and not these tesied as
pullets 2 weeks prior to laying. On fanm. one usually finds an average of threg- lour
differant age-groups at nne given time.

It is important 10 node that moreover, the competent authorily will also be taking over the
samplmg delegated to the food business operator, as laid down in Commission
Reoulation 11682006, in consideration of the limited capacity of the famms and that there
are o private laboratories approved thr salmenella microbiologival wsting in Malia.
{xce part B, poiat 3)

The collection of samples. transpart, detection and typing are as already idicated n
points 1.3 and 1.4,

1.6 Measures tuken with recards 10 animals and prodaces in which Salmonells spp.
is detected.

Council Regulation 2 1602003, Commission Repulation | 1682006 and Commission
Reaulation 2137/2007are direetly applicable. Only those poultry tocks and their products
found 1o be intected with Safmone e enreritidiv and Saimonella nophimorion, will be
considered until for hieman consumption and will be withheld and destroyed in
accordance wantickes G 11 of AP A3Y, Vewerinary Services Acl.

L




{ Mher Salmonella spp. solated:

In cases where other Salmoncla spp. are isolated, other than Safmonelia cnreritidis and
satmonella ryphinrine, action will be taken log those serovars of public health
importance as recommended by the LFSA and the Commission. Flowever cven those
serovars frequently iselated logally will be addressed, 1fthere is a change in (he trend of
the locally most frequently isolated seravars during the three-year period of the
programmy, this will be taken into cansideration. dMeasures taken will reflect specific
reguiremuents 13 of Annex 11 of regulation 21602003 1900

In coses were other Salmonella spp. of public heaith importance arc Isolated:

The oflicial veterinanan ifc of pouliry and’ or veterinary support ofilicer/s from
the poultry section of Anianal Tlealith will carey out an investization on the arm.
They would &lso be responsible for re-sampling. Cther flocks of differem age-
sroups wonld also be sampled. The sampling protocol will be in wecordance o
annex | Part [3, art.d b of Commission Regulation (RC) Mo 1237/2007, Samples
for antimicrobial-residue analysis will also he taken.

Micrabiological analysis would be run in paralle] with the Public 1ealth
Laboratory (National Reference Laboratory for Salmaonella).

In case there 1s reconfirmation of ene of the targeted serovars, different considerations
can be tuken depending on the capacity of the helding | the ape-proup infected and
microbological rosulis of odher houses on the farm {where presem).

Eracicanion will not be mandaory, howcver it may be considercd in certain cases.
Blesecurity measures will be strengthened (o etisure that the infection does not
spread between the different howses (it 15 the case) and other holdings: such as,
no movernent ¢f live animals from farm. external disinfection of vehicles
transporting products oul of farm and proper disinfection of equipment used.

The farm will be under constant vigilance of the competent awthority and
sampling would be repeated every theee weeks from all age-group and housces on
the Fanm, in ocder o fllow the evolution of the infection.

Adter all infected ock has reached end of produgtion and bas boeen slaushtered;
following an order of the CVO, operations on the Jann will be temporarily
prohibited. VO, Thorugh clesning and disinfection procedures will be carried
oul. Repopulation will be permitted only once twa conseeutive environmmenlal
sampling butches taken ot a distunce of twio weeks have resulted negative to
Salmonella spp. iselation,

Afler repopulation the adult hens will be sampled cvery cight (8) weeks instcad of
every fifleen weeks for twelve (12) months.

Confirmed cuse of Sulmonelia enteritidiy or Salmoneltn tephinrinnn

[Fa positive case of isolation of Sofmonelfa enteritidis or Saimonelfa tephimurivor is
confirmed (seo point Parl B, pamt 3} then the flock and their products will be considered
as uniit for human consumption angd condemned.




» I['there are diflerent houses on the holding, one or more may be exempl, in those
cases were there is adeyuate evidence of effgctive biosecurity measures on the
farm and no Salmowedfo enteritidis or Salmonella tvphinmrium were isolated
from these houses; alse the antimicrobial-residuc tests is negative.

v The infeeted flock would be slavghiered on Farm and the carcasses disposed of as
described in detail in points 44,4 and 4.4.6 .

+  Thure would be recall of animal products found positive to the detection of
Sefmonelic cateriticis and Salmornella tephimurium or originating {rom [ocks
lound 1o be infecied with these serovars.

o There are no measures W treat salmonella  infeeted products or products
ariginating from salmonclla-infeoted ocks. Such products would have to be
destraved by incineration. Prior ko leaving the premises, officials wilk mark the
cpu-products in order to distinguish them fror those (it for human consumption.

There is one public incinerator which fails wnder the sdminisiration of the Waste Sery
fad. which [ails under the Ministry of Resources and Rural Atfairs. Recalled products
have 1o be transported in leak-proct comlainers provided tor by the Waste-Sery Lad and
then the products wilt be destroyed through ncineration.

Mo vaceinglion programme agiinst Sedmenelfu enteriticdis with either tive or dead
viweines are carmed out on the national {lock,

1.7 National legislation relevast to the implementativn of the programne,

The Veterinary Service Act, Chapter 437, an 5.1, states that “the Minister may prescribe
rules concernmyg the prevention and ¢antea] of dizeases”. Council and Commission
reeelotions ace dircetly applivable,

1.8 Financial assistance provided to [ood and feed businesses in the coatext of the
Programme.

The Veterinary Scrvice Act, Chapeer 437, art 15,1 regards tinancial contribution in
connection with national schemes for the cradication of paticular diseases,

“Collection of information on Xoonosis and Xoonolic Agent Rules”™ - [N 282003 an 8.1,
regulates fnancial conteibution for onotic contral programmes.

The financial contribution would only be calculaled and confirmed at the closure ol 1he
cradication procedures, Hovwever an estitnate of the eostings would be as follows:
Rirds will be calculated at 10} euro per bird.

Incineration would cost T30 euro per ton.

Transport of producis or carcasses wonld cost approximately 60 curo per wn.

Culling ol flocks is estimaied at 300 Buro per ton (1000 birds = [en),

Feeds will be calenlated at current market prices; about 350 curo per Lon.



[

. Concerning food and feed businesses covered by the programme.

2.%. There are no parent stock flacks on the [slands of Mata and Goro.

There are two registered hatcherics on the Island of Malta,

TTatching Regulations [N4% of TY97, lays down the provisions that regulate the national
hatehery stablishments,

Halching egos arc imnorted from YU member states, primarily from France, Naly,
Netherlands and Belgium. All consignments are imported with the official ntra Trade
Cerlitieate issucd according to Council Directive 339790, In 2047, 251,28() egg-laying
hatching cepes were impotted. Day-old chicks and laver pullets are also imported from
[taly. A total of 90,568 day-olds and 82,842 [uyer pullets were imported in 2007,
‘Fherefore between hatching egas and live chicks/pullets, a total of 424 6890 were
impotted.

The hateheties arc obliged to the report to the VIRCCD, as competent authority, the
number of hatching eges imported, submilting a copy of imporitrade documenis. The
compelent authority thein prints out 2 “hatch repord” which is passed on to the hatchery.
This form is returned o the competent autherity once the particular batch of cogs have
heen hatched and sold. This hatch report includes a list of tarms which are the destination
of ehircks sold.

The farmers can cither sell the eges produced directby to shops, supermarkels or cep-
collectors, who in wm would deliver o shops / supcrinarkets. There is no centrad egg-
packing plant. All Farmers pack their own ¢gg produce. The majorily of tarms pack the
cggs manually, however the fow larger holdings have automation of the grading.
stumping and packing. In 2003 the Egp Marking Standard Regolations 3452003 came
intg force. In accordance ko this taw, each individual cag-laving Farim 15 given a unigque
identily number that has to be printed on all the eggs produced on that larm and sold w
shops, supermarkets or cgg-collectors, This legistation excludes eggs sold directly Lo the
cansumer. The control at tetall leved falls under the supervision of the Envirunmenial
Health Lepatment which falls noder the Directorate of Fublic healtb under the Ministry
of Health, the Elderly and Commumty Care

Total number of Farms T Mala Goza
registered wath the CA . R R _ .
_ 9 e 1. -

Not all farms registered are funclioning, currently 64 Farms are operating,

- _{.'F_IE.L-i.cil‘v' af l_m!u:!iﬁg - __ ) No.of Farns -
100,000-50,000 .1 —
49899 - 25,000 2 _
24,999 — 13,000 _ ] 8
14999 10000 © 6
- 9099 5000 o 12 )
49992000 | 20 L
1,y 30 1 S
. Less than 499 B B 5




The majority of the farms are famiby-run on 4 part-lime basis, Abowt half the farms
opoerate an all-in ali-out system sinee they kave mare than one house, Usually, the smaller
holdings have different age-groups held in the same enclosure,

The majority of farms use a caged svstem on tore than onc Ger, usually up to a
maximum of 5 ticrs, All cage houses have belts,

There is only one Furo thal keeps the ege-laying hens in Barms on deep liter,

Elens usually go into the laying period around eighteen (1 8) weeks and have an average
laying-period of eightesn (18) months, Some farmz pralong the laying period theough
moulting.

2.2 Stroctore of the production of Feed.

There are six feed mills, These feed mills import and produce the majority of feed
supplied 1o docal farms, An averape of 200,000 tons of all types of animai teed is
produced por year. The two larger feed mills import premixes feom approved BL
countries (predominantly UK. These are mixed with other ingeedients such as cereals
and sova imported tom 1 and Non-EU countries, The other foue smaller feed milis
import concentrates which are then mixed with other ingredienis such as corgals.

A small number of Farms carry oul home mixing using conecutrates to oblain a mash.

1 cual notice 374/2000 regulates the responsibility of foed mills, An official letter will be
sent to all feed mills and farms carrving out home mixing, whereby they will be held
responstble for tesiing their final products, The fecd mills will be requested to sibmit a
plan for the following vear by November; to the competent autharity stating their
sampling programme with supporing information. The competent authorily will have
vtwenty (200 working days o send in any remarks, The leed madl will be oblized by law o
tramsmil their resulis quarterly to the competent autharity; unless Sofmonelia enteritidis
or Submenello phivnriom are isolaled. In such cases, the teed mill is w report within
three working days 1o the campetent authonty, Recall of inleeted products or any other
appropriate action would be ken following an investigation and retesting carried out by
lhe compelenl anthonty, Those cpg-laying farms carrying o home-mixing will be
obliged to conducl microbiological analysis for Salimonela i the same way as the teed
mills. They will also be reguired to submit a sampling plan o the competent aathority
with all supporting information, The seme oblizations for reporting Sefmonedfe
rvphimarinm or Salmonella enteritidiy positive samples a3 Jetailed above, would apply.
The competent authority would then carry oul an investigation and 1esting of feed and
Nk, Following positive results the actions stated inpoint 4.4.4 would apply.



2.3 Relevant guidelines for goud aninal husbandry practices or other guidelines on
biosceurity measures.

Detailed guideiines for good husbandry practices and hiosecurity measurcs on poultry
furms have not vet been compiled. Hinwever general guidelines sre covered inthe Code
ol Good Agrculture Practice (Cogan).

It covers certain pracnices such as:

s the suidelines lor storage of feed
s 1he guality of building material

s pecd for a vehicle disinlection pits
o necessity of a manure clamp

All farms producing manure have @ store solid manure in an enclosed place known as
the manure clamp. for six months 4 year (from 1he 15™ Oetober 1o 157 March). All farms
are 1o have a leak proof cesspit, 1o collect foud water arising (rom cleaning cre. The
manure clamp s to be connecied 0 the cesspit, The water is kept for 15 duys then
collected by o howser, These regulations serve to reduce the envitonmental pollution and
the mitrate level i itelds fertilised witlownanure. owever, they also provide a ol (w
pennil Bosecurity measures to limil spread of diszase.

In 2005, an cxtensive exerclse was carried oul by the competent autherity which
addressed good animal husbandry practices and weltare issues (oo, cage —sizeh

Those furms mot adhenny (o Community standards had to invest in restructkuring their
[arm. General guidelines on good animal husbandey and biosceurity guidelines covering
hyaicne mimagement, measuress to be taken in cases of salmonclla infection and ygicne
Juring transport will be drawn up.

Hyoiene manacement on farm:

The farmier has w oblain an authorization fom rom the competent authonty {allach. 2} to
be able o buy the day-old chicks from the hatchery. Almost all [arms have automatic
cleaning bells while fow carry ot the cleaning manually. Cleaning is usually carried out
weekly, The faceal material falls into the pits where i1 15 usually shoveled out into
dutnpers and taken to the manure ciamp by van, A small number make use of conveyer
belis, Duripg the week there is cleaning out of the shed, removal of cobwebs ete. Those
{arms that have an all-in-all out- system, cave the shed without birds for a short period.
during which time the shed is well-cleaned out, disinfeeted and the cages are washed out
and repaired it necessary. Pest control {mice, rals and birds) s generally addressed
through the use of nets on Lhe windows, blocking any holes in the building structures and
the use of venom. Some farms inscrt Blocks of venom in plastic tubes which are placed
around the perimeter of Lhe holding, while others spread the venom, Some farms also wse
pans with foam soaked in disinfectanl oulside the sheds for disinfecting boots, however
not all fammers we in the habit of changing their clothing prior io entering the sheds.




Measures Tor preventing infections:

Most holdings have pits for the disinfection of the vehivles entering or leaving the
premises. However none have scpurate entrances. The feed is bought fresh from the fecd
mills, even though there are lhose that alse have their own silos. Due to the isfand’s high
humidity levels, larmers are not in the habit of storing large quantities of leed to avoid
1the formation of veasty and moulds, Feeds are wsually kept in their bags within the sheds
in a dark dry comners.

The water-supphy can he direet from the mam govemmeaent supply or from private bore
bhoics. In the laller case, control of the water s purely voluntary, however froan the
information we have this is nol lrequently carried owt wnbess the tamily uses the water
fromn tho bore hole Tor their own personal use.

A high percentape of farms are small in capacity amd are Tamily-run, therefore [ew people
would be responsible for the daily managetnent of the animals. There is no legal
obligation for people handling live animals 1o carry ow medical checks, The larger
holdings engage cmployvees.

The harchery transports the day-old chicks to the farms. while live pullels are trapsported
by the company. Fags are packed on furm, manually or automatically, The majority of
operators distribule the epps 1o shops, supermarkets ete.; however there are a lew who
sell to third parties {egg-collcctors), whe In turn distribute the produce.

2.4 Roptine veterinary supervision on farm.

This i3 purely voluntary. One ol'the largest local feed mikls provides free woehnical
support. A kot of the farmers buying their feed trom this fecd mill make regular use of the
technical personnel. IMNheie is any cause for suspicion, the company’s veterinarian is then
called ous.

Currently, there is o olficial routine veterinary supervision at farm level.

2.5 Registration of furms.

i.ocal regulations request commercial egg producers 1o have an approval mark and
eosmpensation schemes enforee the registration of ceg-laying farms with the competent
authority. ‘There is the Lgp Marking Regulation 3452003 which requires that all cpgs
sold at retail level, excluding those sald divectly o the comsumers on farm, have o be
marked by a unigue identity nuenber. This unigque number i5 issucd by the competent
authority, which is the VRFCCD. The control at relail level falls umder the supervision of
the Fnvironmental Health Department which falls under the Directorate ol fublie Health
under the Ministry of Social Tolicy,

Farms not registered with the competent authority can not be given Lhis unique wdennity
number.

Thare (s abso the Special Marketing Policy Programme Mallese Agriculiure (SMPPMA)
which entitles only registered business operators 1o a refund of 16 cure cents per dozen
ceros sobd,

u



2.6 Record keeping at "arm.

Al farms keep an officis] register. This is tied up to the fact that the competent authonty
reguests that cach registered farm submits (e monthly reports. One sheet holds all
details of the production on (arm. This report details ihe daily production of eggs, number
of hirds, number of deaihs, guantity of feed used. Fhe second report 1s a sales report
where the farmer is declaring the quantity of egps sold with prool o VAT receipts. These
menthly reports are ticd up with the subsidiary scheme of 16 euro conts per dozen 285
sold under the SMPPMA scheme,

2.7 Documents 1o 2ecom pany animals when dispatched.

‘The halcherics are obliped w the report 1o the VRIFCCD, as the competent authority, the
number o hatching epgs imported (submiding a copy of imporl decuments). A hatch
report for each bateh of cggs s given 1o the hatehery that duly Hifls in the information and
retums the haich report to the compedent avthority after hatching, The report includes the
Hst of farms which are the destination ol the chicks. On this report the compedent
autherity ssues 2 movernent docuiment ¢Attach.l ) with all relevant detads which is given
to the farmer, On culling of the eag-laying hens al the end of their productive lile, the
farmer (lls in the details and submits the movement document back 10 the competetit
authorify,

The competent authority can then cross-check statistics coming {rom Import documents
ard the “hatch ceport”, Spent hens delivered dead to the thermal lacility are recorded in
line with procedures laid down for all animal by-products. A docameni is 1ssucd by the
Waste Serv (thermal unit), a copy of which is passed on to the competent authority
together with the mivement document.

it must be stated that non-complisznce with procedures as detatled wouid jeopardize
qualitication for subsidy under the SMPPMA scheme. '

[



PART B

1. Identificalion of programme

. Member State S .' Malta |
| Diseuse Intection v animals with Zoonotic
. e : Salmonclla spp i
CAmimal population coverad by the Fgu-laying flocks of CGallus gallus i
| programme _
' Years of Implementation 2019 _ o
Reference of this document MT SAL-LAYDG —‘
Ih Contact Name [ Antheny CGruppetia DG
’ Civil Abatinir
- Alberiown, Marsa |
Malra '
I s Tel: #356.25005 168
| | Fax: +367.25005182 -
Ce-mail; evoomraeiasv.ant ‘
| 2™ eontact purson: Lr. Susan Chircop
' Tel: 135625095304 |
Ce-mail: susan.chircopidaov.mt !
Mate sent fo the Commission i Effh April 2008

2. listorical dats on the epidemiological evolation of Zoanoize salmmtelia

No epidlemiological evolution data is available. However fiollowing the baseline study
conducted i 2004, 235 farms out of 37 were positive to selmonellests Tollowing
microbialogical investigation. That waould coine to an overall prevalence of 43.83% of
ceg-layer Nocks infected with Safmonellosiy spe. Taking into consideration the full
halding capacity of'the facms that resulted pasitive, approximately 60% of national fAock
would be nfected., The prevalenee of Sadmonella enteritidiy and Salmonella tiphimuriam
ascillates arooand 20%, stnee the overall prevalence of Salmaenellosis in 2004 was of
43.87%,. Theretore in accordance to anticle | by the end o 2009, a feast a 30% reduction
af positive flocks af adult laying hens would be achicved.



3, Deseribiion of the submitted programme.

The main objectives ol this programme 15 t monitor and control afl egg-laying flocks of
Ciatins gallus in Malta and Goro, in accordance 1o Commission Regulation 216072003 for
Zoonotic Saufmonclia spn. Vlocks found infecied with Salmoncila typhimurinm and
Satmonelta emeritidis will be cradicated and their products destroyed 1o achicve a
reduction in the prevalence of these serotypes in the national fiock, as indicated in
Commission Regulation | 1682006, The prevalence of Sulwmonedlle enteritidis and
Satmonetla tvphimuriver oscillates around 20%, therefore in accordance to article | by
the end of 2008, at least a 30% reduction of positive flocks of adult laying hens would be
achieved,

The taraet population would be all regisiered egg-laying ocks of Gallus gallus,
Malta and Gozo will be considered as one rogion.

All registered and Tunctioning farms will be tested. Sixty-four (H4) farms which are
Runctioning, will be tested, having a total popedation of approximately 586,241,
The esting scheme would tollow the programme claborated in point 1L3:

The samphing scheme below ineludes both the officiul and operators programme. since as
stated before, the competent authority will also be king over the sampling delegated to
the Tfood business operator, as laid down in Commission Regulation 116822006

}‘ ldrneteti ag-w;r-:lu p_ _ Eamp]eu to be ta ken B |
Day-old chicks | Box-liners: 10 (pooled into 2 ump[eﬂl

Pullets 2 weeks prioe to Jaying | C .l"Ld Ilmkx 2x150g ol naturatly panied faeces from
helts
Ram houses: 2 pairs ol buot swabs (only one housc)
1 dust sample: (100g m 230ml)
}» | 2 birds Haom tested for antibiotic residues
Laying hong every 15 weeks | 2x130g of naturﬂih pnnled facces from belts
1 dust sample: {100z in 250ml)
| 3 birds /ffarm iested for antibiolic residucs annually. |

———e

The competent authorily would be responsible {or the sampling and testing, which would
be corried putl as stated in pointsi3 and 1.4

Thic compelent authority is atso responsible for the national residue plan.



Hewwever apart {Tom this programme, each farm will be tested for antimierobi-residue
during the sampling for the salmoncila control programme. Two pullets will be sampled
from the same house and ber where 4 laecal sample 1s collected, Dhinng the sumpling of
the adult egu-layving hens on three occasions. one layer each time will be sampled from
the cages were Lhe sampling is carmied out.

The six-plae test will be cammied vut at the National Veterinary Laboratory ol the
competeat authority,

[ the resuits are positive to antimicrobial residus anaivsis; Lhe flock will be consulered
suspect ol infection with Safmosclla ermeritidis’ Salnovetla tvohimuriom, and an ollicil]
investizgation will be conducted as detailed in point 4.4.4,

Definition of o posilive cusa:

L.

il

Comfirmied casc of Safmanedla emteritidis or Sedmonefla typhtimurivm inlection,
In the case of primary postive solation of Sedfmonella emteritidis 7 Sulmoncila
fephimaring, the flock will be considered suspect of Infeciwen, A farm
invesligation swill be initiated oy described in point 4.4.4, Samples for
micrabiology and antinverobiad-restdue analysis are onee dean taken oo afl
houses on the holding and the sampling protocel widl be i aecordance to annex |
Part D, &1.4 b of Commussion Regulation (ECY No [2372007, Micrabiolegical
amitlvsis will be run in parallel with the Public Health Laboratory (Nationat
Eelerenee Laborsiory for Salmonellad. Incase ol confirmatem, the Hock s
considered as a positive casc,

{n the lindings of the oflicial investigation, 1 there 13 evidenece that bioseourity
measures on the fum are adequate and eliecive between houses and no
Solmaonella enteriticiy # Scdmonella tvphimurivm was solated Trom ong o more
howses on the firm holding, these may be excopt from measures ag listed in point
4.4.4 in case of a positive case. This situation may arese only in the largest ol
holdings.

I the case of a positive antimierobial residue analysis result but a negative
isolation result, an appropriate suspension tme widl be conferred lollowing the
findings of the official investigation. Alier such time has lapsed. antibiotic-residue
tesling and microbiological re-testing of the {lock wall be conducied in accordance
to annex | Part D, art.d b ol Commssion Regulation (EC) No 1237720007 The
microbiology analysis will be run in pacallel wath the Public Health Laboratory,

iea) [ the analysis results i positive solation of Sclmontedfo enferiticiy or

Satmanella tpphimorinvm, the tock will be considered as a positive case and ihe
measurcs described in point 4,44 will be carried ol

1.b) I on re-analysiz, onee aogin, there is 8 positive antimicrobial-residue resull
and negative Salmonclla spp. isolatien, the tlock is considerad as positive ko

L3



Sulmonella enteritidis and Salmonelfla hvphineriue infection and will be
considered as unfit for human eonsumption.

iL.¢Y W there is no positive solation of Salmonella enteritidis or Salmonella
ryphimuriun and the antimicrobial-residuc analysis is acgative; (he CV( would
lilt all restrictions on the farm/flock..

Vaccination as a preventive measure and treatment of produets coming from infected
Aacks will not be considered.

4, Measores of the submitted programme

4.1 Summary of measures under the programme

Duration of the programme:

tirst year 2009 st year: 2011
o Contrel/lradication
= Testing
o Killing of animals wsted positive
o Extended siaughter or killing
o [Disposal o products

Ch

b

Mentoring

4.2 The ceniral authority in charac of supervising and coondinating is the Velerinary
Repulation Fisheries conservation and Control Divisien (VRITCD).

e Wational Veterinary Laboratory:
(1} Senior veterinary officer will be responsible for

APRIOPriate training ot personnel responsible for collecting the samples

in charee of supervising that the programme is adhercd to and that the samples are
calleeted according to the programme.

all necessary material needed for sampling cp. Boot swabs, sterile bags, cte are
available,

ensure that sumples are apalysed in accordance o time Irame and methodelogy as
laid dowwn 1 the programme

FepOTLinge suspect positives ¢ confirmed to the animal health section and (VO
co-ordinate with the Pablic Health Lahoratory parallel analysis of suspect samples
inform Director of Department for Salety of the Food Chain ot any infected
Nocks.

14



= collecting filing ali relevant data and reporting results.

Animal | lealth Depariment:
{i1) Senmier vererinary support officer in charge of ihe poultry section will be responsible
tor:
s po-grdinating sampling tcam
mitking appointments with the Tarmers and preparing daily sampling schedules
s ¢ollaborating with the senior veterinary atlicer ifc lab
organizing on Brm investigalion in cases of suspecveonfirmed positive results
» collaborate in census, movement restriction, eradication and disinlection measures
o collaborae i Farm investigations in view of repopulation of farm

{1 pAssslant Veterinary Suppart Otficers will be responsible {os:
s bnsuring o fellow appropriale training
callecting and transporiing samples appropriately
o deliver samples within 24hours from collection to the laboralory
s ensute that accompanying documents are filled appropriately

{1v) Veternary officer ife poultry

s camry out an-farm investigations in colkiboration with senior veterinary support
ulficer ife ponilry seciion

= go-ordinale and conduet census, movement restriction, disintection and
cradication measures

s zuhmit on farm investisation report to the SVO il lab within d8hours

o co-ordinate Bam investigation v view ol repopulation

» responsible for recommending repopulation following postlive finding after on-
larm investigation

(¥} Veterinary Oificer responsible for by —products:
o s responsible ol ensuring that biosceurity measures and provisions m Councl
Regulation 11742002 ure adhered to during disposal of carcasses and products.

Animal Welfare Departinen),
{vi) Animal wellare oflicer:
¢ responsible for ensuring that animal welfare provisions arc respected during
killing on larm.

Department for Safetv of the Food Chatn
{wii) Director is responsible {or,
+ informing the national contact persan for the rapid alert system regarding
confirmed infected Aocks for Selmonelia enteritidis and Salmonella (rphimuriom

[



Chiel veterinary OHficer

Following recommendations from scnior veterinary officer ifc lab and veterinary officer
e of pouliry section;
=  Responsibie of issuing restriclion movement documents
¢ issuing of documentation for iling restretion measures on a farm and Jor
permitting repopulation.

4.3 The Islands of Malta and Govo are covercd by this programeme and are considered as
ote repion. The Veterinary regulation Fishenes Conservation and Control 13vision
administers the whale resion.
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4.4 Measures implesiented under the programme

4.4.1 Measures and gpplicable legislation as regards registration of holdiags:
[ocal repulations request commercial cgg producers to have an approval mark and
catnpensation schemes enloree the registration of egg-laying fanns with the competent
authorily. Refer 1o part A, poinl 2.5,

16



4,43 Mcasores and applicable legislation as regards the notification of disease:
The Yeterinary Services Acl, Chapter 437, arl 35, 1{[) provides For the obhigation of
notification of any suspicion of zoonosis or vther discase or any other phenomenon or
circuwmstances liable to present @ serious 1hreal 1o animal or public health.

4.4.4. Measures and applicable legislation as regards the measures in cuse of a
positive case:

Counecil Regalation 2 16072003, Commission Regulauen [168/2006 and Commission
Rewulation (LCY 125772007 are diteetly applicable,

(i) Primary isclation of Salferowefla enteritidis or Salmonella tvpfimarivee,

When a Safmenelle enieritidis or Sabnonclla tpphimaeriven 15 solated trom primary faceal
or environmental semples In commercial poultey Hocks the senior velerinary olficer
(5O in charee of the lub would:

*  report suspect positives to the animal health section and CVO,

o An ofTreial restriction on the Frm iy issucd by the OVO 10 prevent movement ol
animals 1 and ftom the farm.

¢ [he SVO of the laboratory would co-ordinate with the Public Tealth Laboratory
{Matinnal Reference Laboratory for Salmonetia) to carry out parailel
microbinlogical analysis of suspect sumples.
The official velerinarian fassistants would be rosponsibie (o re-sampling. Where
present, other flocks of dilferent age-gproups ¢ houses would be saimpled. The
sampling protecol will be in accordance to annex ! Part [, artd b of Commission
Regulation (ECY No 12372007 Scven samples wilt be taken, {five faceal samples
and two dust samples). A sub-sample of 25 grams will be collected ol each {aecal
material and dust sample for anatysis and all will be analysed separately. Samples
fisr antibiolic-residue analysis will also be taken but analvsed.

¢ The ofticial veterinarian i'c poultry together with veterinary support oftficer’s [rom
the poultry section of animal health will carry oul an investization on the farm and
canduet a census.

»  Noeszs, poultry carcasses. animal feed, material or waste may leave the holkding
without a writlen authorisation issued by an of ficial veterinarian.

o Persons not dircetly involved in taking care of the animals are not permitted to
citer buildings where inteeted {locks are kepl.

a  Appropriaie means of disinfection, using a disinfectant officiallv approved as
ellective against Salmonelfa spp, 15 1o be used at the entrances and exits of the
benlding housing poultey and of the bolding itsell



»  Vehieles and equipment used for transport of animals or products have 1o be
cleaned and disintected wilh an officially approved disinfectant eliective against
Salmonella spp. immediately after the movement.

These measures will remain in force wnil results of re-analysis are compioted.

[iE} Neeative digenesis of positive initial resalis

Om primary solwion of Swimonefla entericidis or Salmonella tvphimurivm, as stated
above, re-sampling will be carried out in secordance to Cammissien Regulation (RC)
123772007,

H Salmonella indection with Sabwenella vateriticis or Salmonelfa rvplivi fum 15 not
conlirmed on re-analysis and the result for antimicrobial-residue analvsis is negative,
the CVO wonld censider the indtial result as a talse positive and withdraw the
restrictions placed on the farm. The flock would then be considered as it for huntan
COnsumpion.

{111)_Action taken on comfirmed positive resulls of Safemonefio eareritidis and
Scelmermelia typhtimuriinm.

Restriction measures already in place (as described in poinl 4.4.4.00) ) are
maintained. Dilferent houses wilin the helding may he exempt, 1n those cases
tha there is adequate evidence of ctlcetive bipsecurity measures on the farm and
no Sefieonelio enteritidiv or Sabnonella tvphimtriom were isolated from these
houses. This situation may anse only in the largest of holdings,

e The awner of the infected holding or the owner’s representative will be served
with an official notice in writing ardering the slaughter and destruction of the
Hack:, where one or more houses are oxempt, this would be clearly indicated.
Valuation of the animals on the halding will normally be carried aut betore they
are killed. The birds will, by prefereoce, be killed by dislucation of the neck.
Orther methods of killing may include the use of gases suck as carbon dioxide or
olher zases in closed trailers or conainars. Curbon dioxide gas in the form af
22kg tanks 1s available locallv. Mobile enclosed trailers or containers can be
transported on sile if requived, Killing of the birds will be supervised by efficials
from the competent authority and the OMicial veterinarian vespensible for animal
welfare has to cnsure that wellare provisions are respected. AH puersonncl
involved tn culling are required to wear proteetive clothing, zloves and
noseimotth masks.



& the carcasses will be dispesed of through incincration at the thamal unit e by
the Waste Scev [d, There 15 ondy one public incineraror whneh falls under the
administration of the Waste Scrv, L, which falls under the ministey of Besources
and rural Attairs, The carcasses bave to be transparted in leak-proof conrainers
supplivd by Waste Serv and ransporied drip-proof in vehicles that must be
disinfected oxternally befors leaving the heldmg, Offrerats from the competent
authorily huve o supervise all procedures,

#  Thoere would be reeall of animat products eriginating lrom (Tocks lound w be
infected with Salmonella cmteritidiy and Sedsrone il typhismrium,

»  There are oo fecilitios o treat salmonelta - infected products or producls
ariginating from salmonclla-infected flocks. Such product would have o by
destroved by incineration, ‘Transpor of these products will have to be carmed ot
Follonving the same measores as i the case of the infected slavshiered Dock.,

s Jeeds will also be considered contaminated and will be destroved,

Cleaning and disinfection should be started as soon as the animals have been Killed
and removed from the helding and must be carried ot in o methodical way., Officials
Irom the competent authority should supervise the operations. Detailed procedures
wrltld be laid down in the gsood anbmal husbandry seideline w be drafied, However,
there is a first stagce where an officially approved disinfectant would be sprayaed and
feft wract for 24 hours, This will be foliowed by soneral cleaning W0 remove organic
matler and dust. Attention should be given o areas and cquipment difficulc to reach,
Fans, drains, slats cte should not be neglectoed, Alter thorough cleaning {sieam
clearing is recommended) fumigation is carried out. Disindectants should bove time
to dry bofore somples are taken, Ay o seneral rule, detergents such as hvpochlontes,
alkalis, oluteraidehydes and Vickon can be used for the disinfecrion of poultry houses,
wooden stractures, conerete surlfsces, cquipmen and vehicles. The aerosol
application of glhueraldehyde is sunable for the disinfection of fans and samilar
cyuinment.

o Lovironmental samples arc taken and repopulation will be penmilted and alt
restriclion bans lifted when two conseculive sample batches, wken 14 days apan,
result newative 1o isolation of salmonclla spp.

+« Muonitoring on these farms will be increased lo monthly sampling schemes during
the faving period for the next twelve (123 moeaths of the new ok aller
repopulation.

4.4.5 Qualification of animals
There is ne national legistation on qualification of fock, This will be considered afker the
firsl year or two that the programme has be running.,



4.4.6 Contrel procedures and in partienlar rules on the movement of animals liable
to be aftected or contaminated by a given discase

Movemem ol animas is restricled on Safmonella enteriicis or Safmonella bophimurim
posilive cases. as detailed in point 4.4.4. Monitoring on these farms will be Increased w
monthiv sampling schemes during the laying period of the subsequent flock once re-
populated for the ext twelve (12) months.

In vther cases of infection of other Saimonetla spp, restrictions as detailed i Part A,
paint 1.6 would be carried cut.

4.4.7. Mensures and applicable legisiation as regards the cotutrol of the disease.
Council Regulation 2160/2003, Commission Regulation 116872006 and Commission
Regulation (O 12372007 are followed in setting up the sampling scheme, testing
regime and setting of targets,

There is o intention of carying oul vaccination peogrammes.

Ne vacgination is currenlly cartied out and wiil not be considered. Commission
Regulation (EC} No 117772006 on the reguirements tor use of antinlicrobials and
vaceines in controd programmes for peultry witl be adhered te. falta docs not intend
carey out any vaccination programme and antimicrabials will not be used as preventive
treasurcs in any Salmonella control programme,

4.4.8 Measures and applicable legislation as regards the compensation for owrers of
slaughtered anid killed animals:

“Collection of information on Zoonosis and Zoonotic Agent Rules™ - LN 282005, ant.
8.1 which falls under the Veleninary Scrvice Act,: and ar 8. 1. of this same Acr, set down
prowistong lor (inancial compensation,

4.4.9 Information and assessorent or bicsceurity measnres munagement and
infrastructure in place in the flocks involved.
Please refor to Parl Al point 2.3

5. General description of costs and benchis.

‘The costs to the Farmer will be el initially in cases ol eradication. The farmer will
obyviously encounter losses following cradication and costs in upgrading holdings.
However, in the long run the Farmer will benefil from a reduetion in costs of medicinals
ad fanin management. They will see en increase m production and linanctal retum also
{rom the overall positive nnpact consumer confidenee in ot prodace.

The costs on socicty will be due to an increase in waste that will have o be eliminated.
Hlowewer, there wonld be the henefits of Tood salfety,

6. Datz an the epidemiological evolution during §he kst live years
f. b Evolution of »oonolic salmonellosis

20
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MINISTRY FOR RESOURCES AND
RURAL AFFAIRS

MINISTERU GHAR-RIZORSI U
AFFARMIET RURALI

Tagsfima 1a' Ragoifament Yeterinarjy, Vetorirary Regutation, Fisheries
Kanservazzjoni v Kontrolf tas-5afd Conservatlon & Conirof DNvision

Layer Chicks

Batch code;  Batgh 18 in Full Supplier: Hatchery Mame

Batch size: Batch Size] chicks
Arrival date: Bate of Delivery]

Producar: [Producer Mame & Address] License Mo, - [Premises Code]

W+

Total Mortality:

# Date of Slaughter:

# No. of spent hens sold [ discarded:

Proof of slaughter f dumping:

\_-'.f

# Preocessing Plant No. / Dumping Site:

Nota: importanti hafna Ii din ii-kanta tigi rrifornata fi-ufficju i-Biccerija fl-ahthar tal-
produzzioni, wara li fingatiu few fintremew it-tigieg, fiimkien ma’ kopja fal-prova tal-galia

fil-bicceriia jaw if-karta tal-rmizbfa,

Dr. Anthony Gruppetta Froducer

Birertor General VREFCOC






MINISTRY FOR RESOURCES AND

MINISTERU GHAR-RIZORSI U
RURAL AFFAIRS

AFFARIJIET RURALI

Veterinary Regelation, Fisharfas

Tagsima ta' Kegulament Veterfnarlu,
Cansorvabion & Corirol Division

Honservarrjon! i Koniroll fas-5ajd

Authority to Purchase Chicks

Reference: [AuthMo
Dale of issue: [Date of Issug]

[Produccr Name] is granted autherity to purchase [Number] fSvx| chicks on [Datefrom] and
up o 15 days afler, and must be kepl at:

Premises codo: [Premises Cudel PremAddr
&PremAddr]
& fPremAddr

The hirds may not be moved from the above premises, cricept lor immediate slaughter, without
written permission {rom the Dircctor General of the Velerinary Alfairs Division.

Thiz authority may be revoked at any time, and is subject o the number of |Sex| chickens kept at
the premises never exceeding the authorised capacity of birds.

Signalure of issuing officer: Stgnawre of producer:

f Dr. Anthony Grappetta

Director Goneral VRFCC

CIYIL ABATTOIR, ALBERTOWH, MARSA, ChE B2 - MALTA
TELEFHOME: (356) 25905346- Faxl: {356) 5905173






MALTA
NATIONAL MULTI-ANNUAL
SALMONELLA CONTROL
PROGRAMME
2009-2011
IN LAYER FLOCKS
Gallus gallus
under Commission Regulation

No 1168/2006
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1. Tatraduction

The main objectives of this programme is to monitor and control all layer flocks of
Cialbus gallus in Malta and Gozo, in accordance to Council Resulation 216072003 and
Commission Regulation 11682006 for Zoanotic Sabmonella spp. | 10 ackieve 4 reduction
of the prevalence of Salmonella erieritidis and Solmonella typhimurium, Ilocks found
infected with Safmonefla tvphimerivs and Salmonella enteritidis wall be condemned and
shightered, in order to achieve a reduction in the prevalence of these serotypes In the
national flogk, The aim is o achieve an annual minimwn percentage of reduction of
positive flocks of adull laving hens equal 1o at least 30%,in accordance o Commission
Regulation | LGB/2006.

‘The control programme will run for three consceutive years.
2. Situation of salmonella infection in the loeal layer flocks.

The information available reparding the cccurrence ol salmoenellosis in layver flocks of
Ciallus gallus dates back 1o the baseline study camied out within the framework of ELU
Directive 200399 and Council Eapulation 216072003,

The study was carried out bebween Cctober 2004 and Sepltember 2005, All Tarms
registered and lunctioning within that period were sampled in accordonce o the
legislative requitements.

The overall prevalence ol Salmonellosis in the national layer Mocks was ol 43.85%,
Twenty-five (25) farms resulted positive out of a Wt of [y-seven {37 farms,

The prevalence of Sedmonella enteritidis and Salmonella fephineiom vscillates around
2044, since the averal]l prevalence of Salmonellosis in 2004 was of 43.837%.. Therefore in
aecordance to article 1 by the end ol 2009, al least a 30% reduction of pasitive flocks ol
adull laying hens would be achieved.

3, National legislation applieable to the implementation of the control programme.

3.1 Registration of ferms.

1.ocal regulations request commercial egg producers (o have an approval mark and
compensation schemes enforce the registration of ceg-layving farms with the competent
sutharity. There is the Heg Marking Regulation 34572003 which requires that all eggs
sold at retall level, excluding those sold direetly o the consumers on farm, have to he
marked by a unigue identity number. This uaique number i3 ssued by the competent
authority, which is the VRFCCD. The control at retail level fafls ender the supervision of
the Environmeniasl Flealth Depariment swhich falls under the Rirectorawe of Public 1lealth
under the Ministry of Sociai Policy.

Farms nol registered with the competent anthority can not be given this unigus identity
nurmber.

There is also the Special Marketing Policy Programme Maliese Agriculture (SMPPMA)
which entitles only registered business operators (o a cefund of 16 cure cents per dozen
gugs sold.
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3.2 [mplementation

The Veterinary Service Act, Chapter 437, art 5.1, states that “the Minister may prescribe
riles concerning the prevenlion and control of discases™.

Collection of information on Zoonosis and Zoonotic Agent Rules - LN 2872005,

Council and Commission regulations are directly applicable.

3.3 Notiligation

The Veterinary Scevices Act, Chapter 437, art 35 1} provides for the obiigation of
natification ol any suspicion of 7eonoss or other disease or any other phenomenon or
circumstances [iable to present g serious threat to animal or publie health.

3.4 l'nancial Compensatinn

The Yeicrinary Scrvice Act, Chapter 437, ant 18,1 regards financial conunibution in
conneciion with national schemes for the eradication of particular discascs,

Colleetion oof infonmation on Zoonosis and Xoonotie Agent Rules - LN 2872005 art 8.1,
regulates finangial contribution tor zeonatic control programmes,

4. Competent Authorify

e The competent authority lor ihe implementation of the Salmonelia Natienal
Control pregramme in layer flacks of Gallus gallus is the Veterinary Repulation,
Fisheries Canservation and Coutrol Division {VRFCCTY), which Lalls under the
Minesiry of Resources and Rural Aftairs. The VRECCD 15 the competent
authiority responsible for drawing up the national coatrol progranmmes under
Council Regulation 2160/2003, oreanizing, executing. colleeting and reporting of
all data. The VRFUDD administers bath islands of Malta and Gozo.

o Amimalb fecd businesses and the pouliry industry (both farms and slaughierhouses)
also fall under the responsibility of the VRIPCCTL

» | he National Veterinary Labaratory of the VRECCLY will be responsible Lot the
analysis of the samples collected under the Iramework of this programme.
The laboratory, to date, is not seeredited however guality assurance sysiems will
be in accordance Lo the requitements of current EX/150) standards. 'The National
Relerence laboratory does nol vet organize ring trials, however through the NRL,
the national veterinary laboratory will be participating in ring trails organized by
reference laboratories [or which the NR1LL alsa participates.



4.1 The dutics of the different seciions of YRIPCODY invalved in the national control
programme are described in detail below:

1The National Weterinary | ahoratory:

(1) Senior veterinary officer will be responsible for:

L

appropriate tralning of personnel responsible for colleeting the samples

in charge of supervising thar the programme is adhered w and that the samples are
collected according to the programme.

alb necessary matetrial nevded for samplhing ce. boot swabs, stenile bags, ele are
availahle.

ensure tha samples are analysed in accerdance to time frame and methodology as
laid down in the programme

reparling suspect positives / conflemed o the animal health section and VO
ceordinate with the Public {iealth Laboratory parallel analvsis of suspect samples
inform the Director for the Department of Safety of the Foed Chain of any
infeeted flocks,

collecting/ filing all relevant data and reporting results.

Animal tealth Depariment:

{ii) Senior veterinary support ofticer in charge of the poultry section will be responsible

for:

* & % &

co-ordinating sampling team

making appoiniments with the farmers and preparing daily sampling schedules
collabrorating with the senior vererinary officer i1/c lab

arganizing on laem investization in cascs of suspecticonfimmed positive results
collaborate 1o census, movemaent restriction, eradication and disinfection measures
coflaborate in farm investigations in view of repopulatten of farm

(linAssistant Vewerinagry Support Officers will be respansibic Tor:

-

*

Lnsuring W follow appropriate training

collecting and transporting samyples appropriately

deliver samples within 24hours from collection to the laboratory
gnsure that accompanying documents are filled appropriately

(1v) Vetlerinary olficer i/ pouliry

carry out on-{arm investigations in collaboration with senior vetetinary support
efficer Ve poultry section

co-grdinate and condiet census, movement restriction, disinlection and
cradication measures

subinit on larm investigation ceport o the SYQO /¢ Tab within $8hours
co-ordinate farm investigation in view of repopulation

responsible for recommending repopulation following posmive finding aftee on-
farm investigation



{v) Vewerinary Officer responsible lor by prodects:
e s respopsible of ensuring that hiosecurity measures and provisions in Council
Regulation 11742002 are adhered 1o during disposal of carcasses and products,

Animal Welfare Deparntment
{vi) Animal wellure officer:
+ responsible for ensuring that animal welfare provisions are respected during
killing on Tarm.

Departmoent Joc Safeiy of the Food Cham
{¥iiy Direclor is responsible for
o informing the naticnal contact person for the rapid alert system regarding
conlirmed infected flocks for Sahmoneila enteriidis and Salmonella tvphimarinm

Chicf volerinary OfNcer

Following recommendations {rom sentor veterinary officer ife lab and veterinary olficer
i‘c of poultry scetion;
e Respansible ol issuing restriction movement documents
+ issuing of documentation for lifiing restriction measures on a farm and for
permitting repopulation.

5. Geagraphic situation,

Powltey farms are to be found on the mainland of Mabta and the smaller sister island of
(oza. Mala and Goze are considered as one reglon.

All registered and functioning layer farms will be included in the national conirol
programme.

Nl Bpmo

Ad e sy T

1"
b

“yianm

et

. y Adniin

. o
branal  WALLETTA® -

"

- "ﬂa:.a.‘:..l’.ﬂﬂ__ ;
T ErEerbuga s

RPN i LR
il

Is

e
Fm

1

T



6. Structure of Poultry Industry

6.1 Local siwsation.

There are no parent stock flocks on the 1slands of Mata and Gozo,

There are two registered hatcheries on the [sland of dMalta,

Matching Regutations LN48 of 1997, lays down the provisions that regulate the national
hitchery establishments.

Hatching eges are imported from FL) member states, primarily from France, laly,
Metherlunds and Belgium. All consignments are imported with the official Intea Trade
Certificate issued according to Council Directive 539490, In 2007, 251,280 cpre-faving
hatching cges were imported. Day-old chicks and layer pellels are also impuoried Tom
Taly. A total ol 90,568 day-olds and 82.842 layer pullets werg imported in 2007,
Theretore between hatehing eggs and live chicks/puilets, a total of 424,690 were
impacted.

The hatcheries are obliged 1o the repon to the VERCCID, as competent authority, the
numbcr of hatching epes imported, submitting 2 copy of import/trade documents. The
computent authority then prinis out a “hatch reporl™ which is passed on to the halchery,
Thes form 15 returned to the competent anthority once the particular baich of ¢ges have
Been halched and sold. This hateh report includes a list of farms which are the destinaton
ot chicks sold.

The farmers can cither sell the egps produced directly to shops, supermarkels or ego-
collectors, who in turn would deliver to shops /7 suparmarkets. There 15 no central epg-
packing plant. All farmers pack their own egp produce, The majority of farms pack cous
mmanuatiy, however the few larger holdings have awtomation of the grading, stamping and
packing, In 2003 the Bgg Marking Standard Reoulations 3435/2003 came into force, In
accordance to this law each individual egg-laying farm is given a unique wentity number
thut has to be printed on afl the evss produced on that {arm and sold to shops,
supcrmarkets or egz-collectors. This legislation excludes eges sold dircetly to the
consumer. The control at retail level Falls under the supervision of the Lnvironmental
Health Depariment which falls under the [irectorate of Public healih under the Ministry
ol Huulth, the Elderty and Community Care

Total number of Farms | Malta ].  Gozo
registered with the CA e S ;
' M .. 7t o § ]
Not all farms registered are tunctiening, currently 64 farms are operating.
!_____(_Japﬂcit}'_gfhu:}lding ' " No. of Farms '
100,000-30,000 T
B 46999 25000 S22
] 24,999 - 15,000 ] 8
14,999 10,000 6
9999 5000 A 12
] 4,999 — 2,000 T
C1,999-500 a0
[.ess than 499 __ - 9 i




The majority of the larms arc Family-run on a part-time basis. About hail the farms
pperdie an all-in all-out system sinee they have more than one house, Usually, the smaller
holdings have different ape-groups held in the same enclosure.

The majority of farms use a caged system on mere than one tier, usually up to &
maximum of 5 tiers. All cage houses have belts.

There is only one farm that keeps the egg-laying hens in bams on deep litter,

ITens usually go into the laying period around eighieen (i8) weeks and have an average
laying-period of eighteen (18) months. Some farms prolong the laying peniad through
meoulting.

6.2 Record keeping al Farm.

All farms keep an official register. This is tied up to the fact that the competent authority
requests that cach registered farm submits two monthly reports. One sheet holds all
details of the production on farm. This repon details the daily production of eggs, number
ol birds, number of deaths. guantity of feed used. The sccond report 15 a sales repornt
where Lhe farmer is declacing the quantity of egys sold with prool of VAT receipts. These
manthly reports are ted up with the subsidiary scheme ol 16 eara cents per dozen cggs

sold under Lhe SMPPMA scheme.

6.3 Documents to accompany animals when dispatched.

The hatcheries are obliged to the report Lo the VRFCCID, as the compelent authority, the
numtber of batching cogs impotted {submiiting a copy of imparl documents). A hatch
report for cach batch of cgas is given to the hatchery that duly fills tn the information and
retumns the hatch report (o the competent authority after hatching. The report includes the
list of farms which are the destination of the chicks. On this report the competent
authority isstes o movement document (Attach. |) with all relevant details which is given
to the farmer. On culling of the egg-layving hens al the end of their preductive life, the
Farmer fills in the details and submits the movement document back to the competent
authority.

The competent authority can then cross-cheek statistics coming from impon documenls
and the “hateh report”™. Spent hens delivered dead to the thermal [acility are recorded in
line with procedures laid down for all animal by-products. A document is issued by the
Wazste Serv (thermal unit), a copy of which is passed on to the competent authority
tescther with the movement document.

Il rmust be stated that non-compliance with procedures as detailed would jeepardize
qualitication for subsidy under the SMPPMA scheme.



T Structure of the production of feed.

ihere are six feed mills. These feed mills import and produce the majority of feed
supplied o lecal farms. An average of 200,000 tons of all types of animal leed (s
produced per vear. The two larger feed mills Import premixes from approved U
countrics {predominantly LK) These are mixed with other ingredients such as cereals
and sovya imported from E1) and Non-LiAT countries. The other four smaller feed mills
import concentrates which are then mixed with other ingredivnis such as cereals.

A small number of farms carry out home mixing using concentrates to obtain a mash.
[.egal notice 37472000 regulates the responsibility of feed mills. An olficial letter will be
sent Lo all feed mills and Farms carrving oud home mixing, whereby they will be held
responsible for testing their final products. The feed mills will be reguested to submit a
plan for the following year by November; to the competent authority stating their
sampling programme with suppoering information. The competent zuthority will have
twenty (20} working davs to send in any remarks. The fecdmill will be obliped by law o
transmit their results quarterly e the competent authorily; unless Safmonelle enteritidis
or Salmonella tpphimeerinm are isolated. {n such cases, the feedmill is 1o report within
three working days to the competent authority. Recall of inlecied products or any other
appropriate action would be taken following an investigation and retesting camied oul by
the competent authority. Those ege-laying fanms camying oul home mixing wilt be
obliged o conduct micrebiological analysis for Salmonella in the same way as the feed
mills. They will also be requited to submit a sampling plan Lo the competent authority
with all supporting information. The same obligations for repotting applicable to the feed
mills will also apply incases of Salmonella nypshimurinm or Safmaonella enderitidis
positive samples. The competent autharity would then carry out an mvestigation and
testing of feed and flock.

Official controls
{11 At tlock —level:-
In consideration of the local epidemiological situation, the small number of

farms and the limited capacity; the competent avthority would be sumpling all
registered and operational Farms Lwice a vear.
This would substitute two of the sampling requested by the eperator

Targeted sge-group __Samples €6 be taken
Fullets 2 wecks prior to layving [ Caged flocks: 2x150g of naturally pooled facces from
I bells
i 2 dust samples: (100g in 250mt) or 1 dust 1 lsample of

1530p naturalty pooled Maeces

] _ | 2birds tested tor antibiotic residucs N
| Laying hens 15 weeks into 2x1530¢ ot naturally pooled facces fram helts *
laxing puriod 2 dust samples: {1004 in 230ml) or | dust + | natueally

pooled Breces {150g)
3 birds ested for untibiogic residugs

g



Preferable the adult heps tested would be of a different batch and not those wested as
pullets 2 weeks priot o laying. On farm, one vsually finds an average of three- four
different age-groups al one given time.

1 i% important o note the, mareover, the comnpetent authority will also be taking over the
sampling delegatad to the food business operator, as laid dewn in Commission
Regulation | 1682006, in consideration of the limited capacity of the farms and that there
no private laboratories approved for salmonella microbiological testing in Malta. (refer
10 point 8}

(ii) Official controls at feed-level:
Currently there are no official controls in place targeted at the Salmenella Monitoring, he
table bulow indicates a proposed sampling programme to be included in the official
control of the rational salmaenella control programmes, once personnel are in place.

—_—

_ Compound feeds ' Tvp_c- . ] T\it;.ai’};atmglcs:“—'
. Large foed omlls Conecentrates of broiler l

i b S
5 Rroiler grower/{inisher

i _ Turkey growerffinmsher
Smaller feed mills | Layer R I R
" Birniler grower/finisher ~ I <|

‘ slarter |

| Hlomemixers (approx. 20} Laver . 6
[ Broiler grower/finisher | 5

&. Sumpling Protocol

8.1 At flock-level

The competent authority will be responsible for sampling, The competent authority will
be taking over ihe sampling delegated 10 the food business operator, as laid down in
Commission Reguiation 11682008, in consideration of the limited capacity of the fanms
and that there no private laboraterivs approved for salmaonella microbiological testing in
Malta,

All flocks reared will therefore be sampled by the competent authority,

Def: of flock as por 2160/2003, means all pouliry of the same heabth statgs kept on the

samie premises of in the same coclosure and constituting a single epidenuialogical unit: in
the casc of housed poultry. this includes all birds sharing the same airspace,
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| Turveted ugc—grnuﬁ - _ Samples .h;.:_i.;E' _ﬁ_ikr_n' ce __|

Day-oid chicks Box-liners: 10 {poaled into 2 samples)
! ~ dead chicks: {10 poocled into one sample) _ }
Pullets 2 weeks prior to laying | Caged flocks: 2xE50g of naturally pooled facces from

| bl

: Barm houses: 2 pairs oF boot swabs (only one famm) |

- 1 dust sample: {100¢ in 250ml)

| - 2 birds tested for antibrotic residues ]
Laving hens every 13 weeks | 2x150p of naturally pooled facces from belts

| dust sample: {100z in 250ml)

The samples will be taken in accordance to CROTTER2006. The samples of naturally
pooled Farces shall be collected from all helis and scrappers afier running the manure
removal svstemn. 1T these are not present fresh facees will be coticcted from no less than
&0 different places underneath the cages from the dropping pils. Dust samples are
collected from prolific sources of dust. When using boot swabs or socks, the overboots
are not changed between boot swabs. The samples are elearly marked and then
ltmsported in cooler boxes. The samples will have t0 be brought into the laboratory
within 24 hours alier collection.

8.2 At Toed -level

Currently there are no elficial cointrols in place wroeted at the Salmonella Monitonng.
The raw materials used are normally of EL certified origin (refer 1o point 7.) The table
helow indicates a proposed sampling programime s be included in the official control of
the national salmonella control programmes, once personnel are in place.

Compound feeds | Tpe T N, ol sampies
large feed mills : Concentrates ol beoiler 1
starter
Layer = = 2
| Broiler grower/linisher 2
o | Turkey grower/finisher !
- Smaller leed mills Layer R
___ o Broiler prowerdfinisher [
Homemixers {approx. 20 - Layer e
| Broiler growerinisher 5
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%, Decection Method

The samples will be 1ested within 72 hours from sampling. Until sueh time the samples
will be kept refrigerated.

Root swabs taken from one samce house will be pooled ropether.

Analysis of the boot swabs, faceal and dust satnples will be carricd oul in accordance to
Commission Reguiation 11682006, The method of analysis used is that recommended by
the Community Reference Laboratory for Sahmonclla, being the current version of draft
Amnex 1 ol 150 6379 {2002); “Dotection of Salmonglla spp. in animal facces and in
saumples of primary production™. Maodificd semi-solid Rappaport-Vassiliadis medium
(MSRYY will be used as 4 single selective medium. Serotyping will be carried Following
the Kaulmann- White scheme.

1+, Antimicrobial — residuece sampling

The competent authority 1s also responsible for the national residue plan.

Huowever apart feom this programme each farm will be lesied for antimicrobizal-residue
during the sampling for the salimonella control programme. Twa pullets will be sampled
from the same house and ticr, where a {faecal sample has been taken, Nuring the sampling
of the adult laving=hens on ibree occasions, one laver each time will he sampled from the
cages where he sampling is carried out.

The six-plate test will be carried out at the National Veterinary Labeoratory ol the
compatent authority.

I1. Estimated nonher of analysis over the three- year programme

L Year | Typeof analysis _ No. q!'san‘:ﬁ]es estimeated
2009 Microbiology o 1338
B Serolyping o0 ot
| | Antibiotic-gsidue [ 320
2010 ... Microbiology | M3y |
. Seroping 1 55
——_—— Antbiotic-residue . 200 -
2011 ! Migrobinlogy ; s
. Seroyping | e
; Antibiotie-residuc 3 o




12.General Restrictions oo Safmonella-infected Aecks

Council Regulation 216020013 and Commission Regulation [163/2006 are direct|y
applicable. Commission Regulation (EC) No 1237/2007, as regards the placing on the
market of egps lrom Salmonella infected flocks of laying hens is also directly
criforceable. Only those poultry flocks and their products found te be infected with
Sutmonella enteritidis and Selmonella typhimuraom, will be considered unfit for hurnan
consumption and will be withheld and destroved in aceordance to articles G40 1] of
CAP. 4537, Veterinary Services Acl

121 Definition of Suspect @ Primary isolation of Salmonella enteritidis or Salmonella
typhimuriam,

When a Sadmonefla esmteritidis or Salmonelfa tphimuriam is isolated from primary taecal
or environmental samples; the senior veterinary officer in charge of the lab would:

report suspect pasitives Lo tha animal health section and CV(

co-ordinate with the Public Health Laboralory {National Refercnee Laboratory
for Safmonella), to carry out paraflel analysis of suspect microbiological saniples.
Samples are once again taken from all houses on the holding and the sampling
protocol wiil be in accordance 10 annex | Part D, art.d b of Commission
Regulation (ECY Ne 12372007 © Scven samples will be taken, (five faecal
samples and twn dust samples). A sub-sample of 25 grams will be collected of
cach faccal material and dust sample for analysis and all will be analysed
separately. Samples lor antimicrobial-residue analysis will also be taken.

Action taken:

The official veterinarian /¢ pouliry together with veterinary suppon officer/s from
the poultry section of animal health will carry cut an investigation on the farm and
conduct a census.

The official veterinarian fassistants would also be responsible for re-sampling.
Other flocks of different age-groups would be sampled as well. ‘The sampling
protocol will be in accardance to annex | Part D | art. 4 b of Commission
Regulation (RC) No 12372007, Samples for antimicrobial-residue analvsis will
alzo be laken.

Microbiological analvses would be ron i parallel wiih the Poblic Tlealih
Laboratory (National Referenee Laboratory for Salimonella).
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e Anofficial restriction on the farm is issued by the CVO to prevent movement of
animals to and from the faeom,

» Mo eges, poultry carcasses, animal leed, material or waste may leave the holding
without a written authorisation issucd by an otficial veterinarian.

e Persons not directly invelved in taking care of the animals are not permitted Lo
enter buildings where inlected flacks are kept.

+  Appropriate means of disinfection, using a disinfectant ofticially upproved as
effective aaainst Salmonclla spp., (s to be used at the entrances and exits of the
building housing pouliry and of the holding itselt.

e Vchicles and cquipment used for transporl of animals or products have 10 be
cleaned and disinfected with an officially approved disinfectant effeetive against
Salinonella spp. immediately after the moveiment.

These measures will remain in force until resubts of re-analysis are completed.

1 2.2 Diefinition of a positive case:

{i) Canfimmation ol isolation of Salmonedla enterilidis or salmonella typhimurium
from samples taken for re-analysis from suspect fanms: or a positive result for
antimicrobial-residae analysis is obtained following re-sampling of suspecl cases.
The measures deseribed in point 12.4 will be taken.

(it} I a positive antimicrobiaf-residuc analysis result bul a negative isolation result
was obtained during primary testing, An appropriate suspension time will be
eonferred following 1he (indings of the official investigation, After such time has
lapsed., antimicrobial-residuc testing and microbiological retesting of the Hock
will be conducted (the latter run in paraltel with the Public FHealth Laboratory).
1f the analysis results in positive isolation of Sadmorefla enteritidis or
Safmonetla typhinmrfam. or once again positive to antimicrobial-residue therefore
the Mock will be considered as a positive case and the measures described in point
124 will be camed out.

12.3 Negative dingnosis of suspect cases.

0 primary isclation of Saletorello enteritidis or Salmeelta typhinmrinm, as stated
in point 12.1, re-sampling in accordance w0 Commission Regulation (EC} 123772007
wil] be carried out,

IF Salmonclla infection with Safmonella enteritiddis ot Sulmonella tephimorinm 15 nat
conlirmed on re-analysis and the result {or antimicrobiai-residue analysis is negative,
the CVO wounld consider the initial result as o False positive and withdraw the
restrictions placed on the farm. The flock would than be considered as T tor buman
consumplion.




12,4 Action taken an positive cases

Dnfferent houses within the holding may be exempt, in those case that there is
adequate evidence of efiective biosecurity measures on the farm and no
Selmonclia enteritidis or Safmonella tvphimurion were isolated from these
houses, This situation may arise only in the fargest of holdinas.

» The owner of the infecled holding or the owner’s represeniative will he served
with an oificial netice 0 writing ordering the slaughter and destruction of the
Hock; where one or mare houses are exempt, this would be clearly indicated.
Valuation of the animaks on the holding will nermally be carried om belore they
are kitled., The bieds will, by preference, be killed by dislocation of the neck.
(nher methods of Killing may include the use of gases such as carbon dioxide or
other gases In closed trailers or containers. Carbon dioxide gas in the form of
23ky tunks 1s avaiiable lucally, Mobile enclosed trailers or containers can be
transported on sire iF required. Killing of the hirds will be supervised by officials
from (he compelent authority and the Official veterinartan responsible for animal
wellare has 10 ensure that wolfare provisions are respectad. All personnel
invobved  in culling are required to wear protective clothing, gloves and
nosemouth masks.

o the carcasses will be disposed of through mcineration ar the thermal unil run by
the Waste Scry Lad. There is only one public incinerator which falls under the
administration of the Waste Serv. Lid. which falls under the ministry of Resources
and rural Affairs, The carcasses have 10 be transported in fcak-proof conlainers
supplied by Wasle Serv and transpocted drip-proof in vehicles that must bc
disinfevted externally before leaving the holding. Officials from the competent
inthority have (o supervise all procedures.

s There would be recall of animat products ariginsting from flocks found to be
infected with Salmoncifa enteritidis and Salmanelia tvphimurinm.

= Fhers are no Facilities 1o treat salmonella - enfected praducts or products
originating ITom salmonella-infecled flocks. Such products would have fo be
destroyed by incincration, Transport of these products will have to he carried out
[ollowing the same measures as in the case of the infected slanghtered flock.

o« Jeeds will also be considered contaminated and will he destroved,

=  Cleaning and disinfection shoudd be stanied as soon as the animgls have been
killed and removed from the holding and must be carricd out in a methodical way,
OfMicials from the competent authority should sepervise the operations. Detailed
procedures would be laid down in the gaod animal husbandry guideline to be
drafted. Howewer, there is a first stage where an offictally approved disinfectand



would he sprayed and lcft to act for 24 hours. This will be followed by general
cleaning to remove organic matter and dust, Attention should be given tiy greas
and equipmem difficult to reach. Fans, drains, slats ete should not be neglected.
Atler thorough cleaning (steam cleaning is recommended) fumigation is carried
out. [sinfectants should have time to dry hefore samples are taken. As a general
rule, detersents such as hypochiorites, alkalis, gluteraldehydes and Virckon can be
used for the disinfection of poultry houses. wooden structures, concrete surfaces,
equipment and vehicles, The acrosol application of glutcraldehyde is suitable for
the disinflection of fans and similar cquipment.

13. Geperal criteria for lifting of restrictions

Bnvironmental samples are taken and repopulation will be permitted and all restricuon
bans lifted when two consceutive sample batches, luken 14 days apart result negasive 1o
isolation ol salmoncila spp.

Monitoring on these furms will be increased to monthly sampling schemes during the
laying period for the next twvelve (12) months of the new fluck atier repopatation,

14, (ealification of animals
There is no national legislation on qualitication of Bock. This will be considered after the

first year or twer thal the programme has be running.

15, ¥Financial Compcensation

The Velerinary Service Act, Chapter 437, art 18,1 regards linancial contribation in
conncction with national schemas for the cradication of particular discases,

~Cuollection of information on Zooenosis and Zoonotic Agent Rules™ - LN 28/2005 art 8.1,
regulales financial contribution for zoonotic control programmes,

16. Vaccination and other preventive meagsures

™o vaceination is currently carried out and will not be considered. Commission
reslation (EC)Y No 117772006 on the regquirements for use of antimicrobials and vaccines
in conirol programmes for poultry will be adhered to. Malta does not intend to carry out
any vaceinmion programme and antimicrobials will not be used as preveniive measures in
any Salmonglla control programme. Treatment of products coming lrom infected flocks
will not be treated in any way but destroyed,

Carcasses and products from condemned infeeted {locks will be destroyed through
incineration. Thare is only one thermal unit on the Esland ol Malta run by the Wasle Serv
i.td. The carcasses will be transparted in leak-proof containers supplicd by waste Sery
and iransported in drip-proof vehiclus that must be disinfected cxtemally prior to leaving
the holding. OFficiuls ftom the competent authority have o supervise all procedures,



F7. Measures taken when there is the isolation 6f other Salmonella spp.

In cases were other Salmonella spp. are isalated action will be taken tor those serovars of
public health impartance as recommended by the FFSA and the Cammission. However
even those serovars frequently isolated tocally will be addressed. [f there is 2 change in
the trend of the locally most frequently isolated serovars during the three-year period of
the programme; this will be tzken inia consideration. Measures taken will reflect specific
requirements I of Annex 1T of regulation 2160/2003 FC

In cases were other Salmonglla spp, of public health importance are isolated -

v The aflicial veterinarian ve of poultry and! or velerinary support officer’s from
the poubtry section of Animal Health will carey out an investigation on the farm.

o They would also be responsible for re-sampling, Other flogks of different age-
uroups would alsa be sampled. The sampling pratecel will be in accordance to
anncx | Part 1, art.d b of Commission Regulation () Na 12372007; and also
samples lor anumicrebial-residus analysis would be taken,

e Microbiclogical analysts would be run o parallel with the Public Tleaith
Laboratery (wational Relerenee Laboratory for Salmoneila).

[n case there is recontirmation ol one of the largeted serovars, ditferent considerations
can he taken depending on the capacity of the holding |, the age-growp infected and
micrabiclegical results of other houscs on the farm {whers presem).

#  Lradication will not be mandatory, bowever it may be considerad in certain cascs.

s HBiosccurity measeres will be strengthencd to ensure that the infection docs not
spread between the different houses (i1 it is the case) and other holdings; such as,
ne movement of ve animals from farm, external disinfection of vehicles
trarsporting products oul of farm and proper disimfection of equipment vsed.

s The farm will he under constant vigilance of the competent authority and
sampling would be repeated every three weeks From all age-proup and houses on
the farm, in order to foliow the evolution of the infeetion.

o Alterall infected flock has reached end of production and has been slanghtered;
operations on ihe farm will be temporarily prohibited, following an order of the
CVO Thorough cleaning and disinfection proceduares will be carried oul.
Repopulation will be permitted only once twe conserutive environmental
sumpling balches taken al a distance of vwo weeks have resulied negative to
Salmonclla spp. isolation.

s After repopulation the adult hens will be sampled every eighe (8) weeks instead of
avery filleen weeks for twelve (12) months.

X, Biosceurity mcasures currently in place
Detailed guidelines for good husbandry practices and bioscourity measures on poultey

farms have not yel been compiled. However penersl pradelines are covered in the Code
of Good Agriculture Practice (Cogap).
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[t covers certain proactices such as:

« the guidelines for sterage of fecd
s the quality of building materiat

= need for a vehicle disindeclion pits
s npeeessity of @ manure clamp

All farme producing manwre have Lo store solid manure in an enclosed place Known as
the manure ¢lamp, for 51X months 2 year (ftom the 15" October to 151 March). All farms
are 1o have a leak proof cesspit, o collect foul water ansing from cleaning erc. The
manure clamp Is to be connected to the cesspit. The waler 1s kept for 15 days then
collected by a bowser. These repulations serve W reduce the envitonmental potlution and
the nitrate level in fields fertilised with manure. Hlowever, they also provide w wol to
permit biosccrity measures to limit spread of diseass.

In 20015, an extensive exercise was carded out by the competent authority which
addressed pood animal hushandry practices and welfarc issues (eg. cage —$12¢),

Those farms nol adhering to Community standards had to invest in restructuring their
farm. General guidelines on good animal husbandey and biosceunty gowdelines covering
hygienc management, measures ko be taken in cases of salmonelle infection and hygiene

| [veiene management on famm:

The farmner has to obtain an authorizatien form from the compelent authoriey (attach 2) Lo
be able to buy the day-old chicks fram the hatchery. Almast all furms have aulomatic
cleaning belts while few carry out the cleaning manually. Cleuning is usuadly carried out
weekly, The faecal material falls into the pits where it is usuably shoveled out into
dumpers and taken to the manure clamp by van. Some holdings make use of conveyer
belts. During the week there 15 eleaning cut of the shed, removal ol cobwebs ete. Those
tarms that have an all-in-all-out- systermn leave the shed withoul birds for a shert period.
during which time, the shed is well<cleaned out, disinfected and the cages are washed out
and repaired if necessary. Pest control (mice, rats and birds) is gencrally addressed
through the use of nets on the windows, blocking any holes in the building structurcy and
the use of venom. Some farms inseet hlocks of venom in plastic tubes which are placed
around the perimeter of the holding, while others spread the venom. Some farms also use
pans with foam soaked in disinfectant outside the sheds for disinfecting hoots, however
nert bl Farmers are in the habil of changing their clothing prior to entering the sheds.

Measures for preventing infections:

Nost holdings have pits for she disintection of the vehicles entering or leaving the
premises. However none have separate entrances, The feed is bought fresh from the feed
mills, even though there are those that alse bave their own silos. Duc to the island’s high
humidity levels, facmers are not in the habil of storing large quantitivs ol feed o0 avoid
the formation of yeusts and moulds. Feeds are usually kept in their bags within the sheds
in & dark,dry corners,

The water-supply can be direct from the main government supply or from privat: bore
holes. In the latter case. control of the water (s purely voluntary: however from (he




intormation we have this is not freguently carriced out unless the family uses the watey
from the barg hale for their own personal use,

A hieh percentage of farms arc smail in capacity and are family-run, thercfore fow people
wottld be responsible for the daily management of the animals. There is no fegal
abligation for people handling Hve animals 1o carry oul medical checks, The larger
holdings have emplovees.

The hatchery wransports the day-old chicks to the fanms, while live pullets arc transported
by the company. Fegs are packed on farm, manually or amomaticaliy. The majority of
operators distribute the eggs o shops, supermarkets ete.; however there are a few who
sell to third parties (epg-collectors). wha ity turn distribute the produce.

Routine veterinary inspection on farms:

This is purely voluntary. One ot the largest local feed mills provides free technical
support. A lot ol the farmers buying their feed from this feed mill make regular use of the
technical personnel, Il there Is any cause for suspicion, the company's veterinarian is then
called out.

Record-keeping at farm:

Refer to point 6.2,

Documents kg accompany animals when dispatched:
(i) Document accompanying birds trom hatchery to holding:
The farmer has to obtain an aunthorization form from the competent authority
{attach 2} to he able 1o buy the dav-old chicks from the hatchery.
{ii} Oiher documentition requested: refer to point 6.5

19. Reporting

The CA would be responsihle for the reporting of resufts 1 the ELL
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GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE NATIONAT: SALMONELLA
CONTROL PROGRAMME IN BROILER FLOCKS OF GALLUS GALLUS
IN ACC. TO [COMMISSTON DECISION: 90/MA424/EL.C, 204/450/EC

PART A

a) Aim of progrumme: To cary oul & moenitoring and corirel propramme for Zooenouc
Salmonella in broiler flacks of Gallus gallus in accordance to Council Repulation
2160/2003 and Commission Regulauon 646/2007 in order 1o achieve a reduction of the
prevalence of Salmaonellu enteritidis and Saimonella niphtimurinm. Those Nocks [ound
ifecied with Salmonelia tvphimmurivm and Salmonctla vereritidis will be condemned and
culled, in order 1o achieve a ereduction In the prevalence of these serotypes in the national
Aeck, as indicated in Commission Regulation 6462007 article 1:-

~ reduciton of maximum pereentage of flocks of broilers remaining positive of
Scdmonelta enteriticdis and Safmonefla tvphimtirise 0 1% or less by the 31 December
2011

The control programme will run for three consecutive vears.

bl Relevant animal popuolation and phases of production covered by the
programine:
broflers — hirds two wecks prior to slaughier

¢} The contral progmammes bave been submitied to our finance authorities Lor funding,
Personnc] for the collection ol samples is already avaifable. | luman resources for
laboratary testing are ineluded in the submitted plan and enforcement can be carried ot
to crsure compliznee with part I3 of Couneil Regulation 2160/2003,

1.General

1.1 The infurmation available comes from a base line study camied oul in 2004, A cross-
seclional survey of pouliry carcasses was carried out from January o August 2004, o
dotermine the provalence of Zoonotic Salmonelia. The samples were taken at the
shiushterhouses according 1o their respective throughput. The sampling scheme was
designed o detect a prevalence of 50% with a confidence level of 95%.

Aozl of 418 samples wers collected and anabysed at the National Veterinary Laboratory
within the Velerinary Regulation, Fisherics Conservation and Control Division,

The isolates were sent abroad to be typed at VLA —Weybridge LK.

The prevalence of salmonclla spp. in the local poultry meat was of 26.8% {our of 418
samples, 112 reselted positive),

With regards wo the distribution of positivity per month. it appears (har August, March
and July arc the months were the peak posttivity was registeeed, with 33.8%, 40.6% and
25.7% respechively,
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With regards to the serovars iselated, this study has shown that with 25 isolates,
Kedougou is the serovar wilh the highest incidence, tollowed by Bredeney with 23,
Kentucky with 20, Typhimuoinm with 18 and Infantis with 12 These serovars represent
R7% of the total positivily {see table above)
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Secdmonellu erteritidis represented 3.6% of the scrovars isolated while Salmenefie
oyphimurinm 16.1%. Out of a total o' 418 samples, 18 samples swere infecred with
Salmonelia typhimurinm and 4 were infected with Salmonellu enteritidis,

Following the information available! it can be assumed that al Jeast over 4.3% ot flocks
are intected with Sedmonella rephimurinm, while over 1% are infected with Safmonella
enieritidis,

in Malta, Salmonetla is the most frequently isolated source of lood borne cases in
huinans, cven thoueh the current trend 13 showing a rise in Campylobacter. Safmosella
crteritidiy tollowed by Salmonelfa typhimurium are the serovars responsible for the
highest number of food poisoning cases in humans, both in sporadic and cuthreak
episodes. e majority of outbreaks oceur in sunimer. This is probably influenced by the
average high ambient temperatures of 35 ° C that enables oplimal growth and also due to
the high concentration ol social events in that period.

1.2 Structure and organization of the competent anthority

The competent autherity far the implementation of the Salmonelia National Control
programme in broflers of Gallus gallus is the Veterinary Regulation, Fisheries
Conservation and Control Diviston (VREFCCLY, which lalls under the Ministry of
Resources and Rural Affaies, The VRFCOTY is the compotent authority responsible for
dravying up the national control programmes under Counct] Regulation 2160/2003,
grganizing, executing, callecting and reporting of all data,

The orsanogramme 15 gt present being amended.



1.3 Labhoratorics:

The Mational Veterinary Laboratory of the VRECCL will be responsible for the analysis
ol the samples collected under the fremework of this programme. The laboratory, to date,
is not accrediied, however quality assurance sysiems will be in accordance to the
requirements of current ENASO standards. The Narienal Relerence Laboratory docs nat
ver organive ring trials, however through the NRILL, the national veterinary Jaboratory wilt
be participating in ring triils organized by reference laboratones for which the NRL also
participates.

1.4 Fxamination of samples

Samples will be collected by VRICCL statt and kept refvigerated uneid reccipt at the
taboratory. which will be within 24 hours {rom collection. The samples will be examined
within 48 hours from receigt and kept refrigerated until such time.

Root swabs taken from ong same house will he pooled togethaor.

Analvsis of the bool swabs and environmental samples will be carried out in accordance
to Commission Regulation 6462007, The method of analysis used is hat recommended
hy the Community Reference Laboratory for Salmonela, being the curment verston of
draft Annex 2 of 150 63579 (2002) “Detection of Salmoenella spp. in animal Faeces and in
samples of primary production”. Modifeed semi-solid Rappaport-Vassiliadis medium
SR Wil be used as a singhe selective medivm. Serotyping will be carried [ollowing
the Kaufmann-¥hite scheme,

1.3 Ofhecial contrals

Al feed -level

Currently there atc no official controls in place targeted af the Salmonella Control
Programme. The raw materials nsed are normally of EU centified origin {refer to peint
2.2.3 The table below indicates a proposed sampling programme to be included in the
ofticial control of the national salmonglia control programmes, once personnel arc in
place.

_ {fompmmd feeds . Type i No.of samples '
Tarpe feed mills Concenirates of broiler I i
slarter _
Tayer __ L i
| Broiier prower/[inishet 2
: ) B P Turkey grower/finisher | !
Smaller lfeed mills i.aver __ L
. ) o Braoiler growerfinisher e
Flomemixers (approx. 20} Laver o & .
liroiler srower/finisher 5 :




At flock-level

Taking into consideration the structure of the poultry industry and the epidemiological
situation, the competent authority would be carryving out sampling of all broiler flocks
registered and operational once annually, between 2 — 3 weeks of age, irrespective of Lhe
farm capacity.

The number of the bootsock swabs (o be taken depends on the capacity of the farm,
This woudd substitute one ol the sampling under the responsibility of the operator.

‘The competent authority will be also taking over the sampling delegated 1o the food
business operator, a3 laid down in Commission Regulation 646/2007, in consideration of
the limited capacity of the farms and that there are no private laboraorics approved for
salmonella mictobiological testing in Madta

Sampling schemg;

The birds are kept in encloscd henses, with the exception of pva farms that have a cage
system. There are no free-range farms on the Maltese Islands, On any one farm there
could be more than one house, however the houses are tn very close proximity, All fanms
eperate an all in-all o svsterm and have the same muanagement.

Farms usually manage to rear 4 — 5 cveles per year. The age of slaughter of the broilers
can vary depending on the market demand, however on average the animals are
slaughtered between 3 -6 weeks.

Targeted sge-gronp | _ ___Samplestobe taken
Broilers: 2 woeoks prioe 1o :
skiughter {1.¢ between 2-3 | Boot/sock swabs®

_wicks ol age) i ' —

*Ihe nuniber of the boot/sock swabs to be taken depends on the capacity of the farm.

Distribution of sampling:-

{i} Six pairs of bootisock swabs will be taken on the one lurm having a holding capacity
of over 50,000 {three houses will he sampled).

(i) l'our pairs ofboot / sock swabs (i.e. two houses will be sampled) will be taken on
those Farms having a holding capacity ranging from under 56,000 to 10,004,

(ii1) Only 2 boot swabs will be taken on all other farms from one house on the farm per

production cyele.

The collection of samples, transport, detection and typing are as already indicated in
peints 1.3 and 1.4,

At slaughterhonse level:
Offictal controls for safmonelia monilonng at slanghierhouse level are not yeein place. A
risk assessmicnt has been carried out and the fallowing plan is being proposed.
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Considering that the four slaughterhouses have similar capacity;

five carcass samples will be tested from one staughter house per month, Lach month a
difterent slaughterhouse will be targeted, therefore covering the four slavghterhouses
theew Limes a year.

The samples will be taken al random within the month. These samples will be tested at
the National Veterinary 1ahoratory, Reguirements E as in Anncy 1 ol REeguolation
21602003 1C for fresh meat will be followed.

The aperators cany out regular controls on the cuts they produec once & month which
include also isolation for Salmoneila spp. These sumples are analysed at a private
labaratory.

L.6 Measures taker with regards to animals aad products in which Sabienella spp.
is detected,

Council Regulation 2160/2003 and Commission Regulation 6462007 are directly
applicable. Only those poultry flocks and their products found to be infected with
Sufmowetia eateritidiy and Satmonella tephininm. will be considered unfie for human
consumption and will be withheld and destroved in accordance to articles G ie 11 of
CAP. 437, Velerinary Services Act.

(1} Tn cases were other Salmonella spp. arce isolaed action will be taken for those serovars
ot public health importance as recommended by the ETSA and the Commission.
However even those serovars fregquently isolated locally will be addressed. 1 ihere is a
change in the local trend of the most frequently isofated serovars, during the three-yeur
peried of the programme; this will be taken into consideration. Requirements 12 as in
Annex 1 of Regulalion 2160/2003 EC concerning fresh meal will be {ollowed.

Action taken when other Salmonella spp. of public health imporiance ave isolated:-
v The official veterinaiian i‘c of poultry and or velerinary support officer/s from
the pouliry section ol Animal Heallh will carry out an investigation on the farm.
¢ They would also be responsible for re-sampling when the case anses.
v Re-analysis would be run in parallel with the Public Health Labaratery (National
Reference Taboraiory for Salmonellad.

In case there is reconfirmation of Lhe targeted serovars the following actions are
taken:-
s Eradication will not be mandatory, however it may be considered in certain cases.
« Broscourity measures will be strengthencd to ensure that the infection docs not
spread o other holdings; such as, no movement of hve anitmals from favm,



external disinfection of vehicles ransporting products out of farm and proper
disintection of cquipment used.

v Aller all infected flock has been slaughtered; operations on the farm will be
temporarily suspended, following an order of the CVO. Thorough cleaning and
disinfectton procedures will be camied out, Repopulation will be permitied only
once two consceutive environmental sampling batches taken at a distance ol two
weeks have resulted negative 1w Salmonella spp. isolation.

{1i) 1{ a positive casc of isolation ol Safmoretla enteritidis or Saimonelia syphinnwrivn 13
confirmed {refer to point Part [3.3) then the flock will be considered as unfit for human
consumption and condemned.
» Fven in cases that there arc different houses on the holding, all the holding will be
considered infecled.
¢ The infected flock would be slaughtered on Farm and the carcasses disposed ol as
described in detuil in points 4.4.4 and 4.4.5. _
e There are no measures to treat salmonelia — infected products, Such products
would have to be destroved by incineration.
There is ane public incinerator which falls under the administration of the Waste Scrv
I.1d, which falls under the Ministey of Resourees and Rural Attairs. Recalled products
have to be transported in leak-proof containers provided for by the Waste-Serv Lid and
then the products will be destroyed through incineration.

o vaceinalion programine apainst Sedmonelie emteritidis with ¢ither lve or dead
vaceines are carried oul on the national flock

1.7 National legislation relevant to the implementation of the programme.

The Veterinary Service Act, Chapter 437, art 5.1, stales thal “the Mintster may prescribe
rules conceming the prevention and control of diseases™. Counedl and Commission
regulations are dicectly applicable.

1.8 Financizl assistance provided to food and feed businesses in the contexs nf the
programme.

The Vetetinary Service Act, Chapter 437, an 18,1 regards linancial contribution in
connection with national schemes tor the eradication of particular diseases.

“Colleetion of information on Zoonosis and Zoonotic Agent Rules™ - LN 282005 art 8.1,
regudates financial contribution for zoonotic control programmes,

The financial contribution would only be caleulated and continmed at the ¢losure of the
cradication procedures. { lowever an estimate of the eostings would be as lollows;



Birds will be caleubated atb 13 coro per bird.

Incineration would cost 730 curn per ton.

‘Itanspart of produets or carcasses would cost approximalely 60 curo per tod,
Lulling of flocks 15 estimated at 300 Euro per ton (1000 birds — Ltona).

I'eeds will be culoulatcd at current market prices; about 350 curo per lon,

2. Congerning food und feed basinesses covered hy the programme.

2.1 Strocture of the production of the given species and products thereof

There are no parent stock (locks on the Islands of Mata and Goze.

There are two registered batcheries on the [sland of Malta.

{Tatchine Regulations LN48 of 1997, lays down the provisions that regulate the national
hatchery establishmenis.

[Tatching ceas are imparted fram ELU member states, primarily Ioom France, Iialy,
Netherlands and Belgium, All consignments are imponed with the official Intra Trade
Certificate issued according to Couneil Directive 339/90, In 2007, o total of 4.4 miliion
broiler hatching ceos were imported.

The hatcherics are obliged to the repoit to the VFRCCT, as compelent authority, the
number of hatching cpos tmported, submitting a copy of tmport/trade docements. The
competent authority then prints out a “hateh report™ which is passed on to the hatchery.
This [orm 1s rearmed 1o the competent authority once Lthe particular batch of eggs have
been hatched and sold. This hatch repon includes a list of fiarms which are the destination
of chicks sold.

A movemnent document {attach. 1) is issued by the competent authority and given o the
farmer. This document foilows the Dock up to the stauphterhouse, where the
staughterhouse {1lls in the nuinber of birds slaughtered. The movement document is then
retumned 10 the competent avthority to authorize the granting of monetary subsidies.

s Broiler Farms

[ Total Number of reaistered o Mala [ {-lﬂ(_ﬂ

I farms — ]
131 - L .

= Holding capacity of Farmg B _

o Capacity i Nu.of farms
Over 30,000 | | |

| 20,000 - 45,999 7 -

14,000 — 15,999 ) 20

_"..... 5.000-9999 33 ~

e 2,000 — 4,999 ] 47
1000 - 1999 S 13 ]

_ Lessthan 1,000 | i _

The matority of farms have a small capacity.



v Local Slavghlerhouses
There are four slaughterhouses funclioning, All are situated on the island of
Malta. [wo are situated in the north (Nas. 50 /7 53) while two are situated in the
south (Nos. 38 £ 630,
I 2007 2.871.352 broilers were slaughtered. The average dead weight is 2.2Kgs
por broiler.
Poultry are slausghiered afler &pm in the south while the slaushterhoases in the
north work during the very carly moming hours. The slanghterhonses operate ona
five-day week.

| Stau g_ﬁi:.-‘fhﬁuse in Daily capacity i Anbual termout for
A headsthowr | 2007/kg ¢
_ N30 11g0 ] 1,786,339
No.33 S —ohn L L891.838 .
| Nesy | Moo . LU25875
No.63 _ lgan  Lodv 688

2.2 Srracture of the production of feed.

Thuere are six feed mills. These feed mills import and produce the majority of feed
supplied 1o local Farms, An average oF 200,000 tons ol all wypes of animal feed 13
produced per vear, The two larger teed mills import premiixes from approved FLU
counlries {predommunantly UK) These are mixed with other ingredients such as cereals
and sova imported from L and Non-1:L countries. The other lour smaller feed mills
import concentates which are then mixed with other ingredients such as cereals.

A small nutnber of farms carey out home mixing using concentrates o obtain a mash.
l.ceal natice 3742000 regulates the responsibility of feed mills, An official letter will be
sent 1o all feed mills and farms careving out home mixing, wherehy they will be held
tespensible for lesting their fingl products. The feed mills will be requested to submit a
plan for the following year hy November: to the competeni authority stating their
sampling programme with supponing information. The competent authority will have
pwenty {207 working davs to send in any remarks. Lhe feedmill will he obliged by luw to
transmmit theit results guarterly to the competent authorily: unless Salmonella enteritidis
or Satmonetla Giphinmrinm are isolated. In such cases, the feedmill is o report within
three working days to the competent authority, Recall of infected products or any other
appropriate action would be taken following an investigation and refesting carricd out by
the competent authority. Those broiler larms carrving out home mixing will be abliged
to conduet microbiological anatysis for Salmone!la in the same way as the feed mills.,
They will also be required to subinit a sampling plan to the competent authonty with atl
supporting information. The same obligations lor reporting applicable to the feed mudls
will also apply incases of Safmonefla tephimurium or Salmaonella emteritidiy positive




samples. The competent awthority would then carry out an nvestigation and testing of

feed and flock.
Following confirmed positive results the actions stated in point 4.4.4 would apply.

2.3 Relevant puidelines for good animal hushandry practices or other gnidelines on
hiosccnrity messures,

Detailed guidelines for pood husbandry practices and biosecurity measures on poultry
farms have not yet been compiled. However general guidelines are covered in the Code
of Gond Agricuiiure Practice {Cogap).

It covers certain practices such as;

the guidelines for storage of feed
the quality of building material
newd {or a vehicle disinfection pits
» peeessily of 4 manurg clamp

& = B

All farms producing manure have to store solid manure in an enclosed place known as
the manure clamp, for six months a vear (from the 15" Qctaber to 15™ March). All farms
are 1o have a leak proof cesspit, to collect foul water arising from cleaning ete. The
manure clamp s 1o he connected to the cesspit. The waler 13 Kept for |5 days then
collected by a bowser, These regulations serve to reduce the enviconmental pollution and
the nitrate level in fields tertilised with manure. However. they also provide a tool Le
pertiit hioscourity measures o fimit spread of discase.

General guidelines on good animal husbandry and biosceurity guidelines covering
hvgiene management, measures 1o he taken in cases of sulmonella infeetion and hygienc
during lransporl will be drawn up.

Hygiens imanagement on farm:

The farmer has 10 oblain an authorization fonmn [rom the competlent authority (annex 2} W
bu able to buy the day-old chicks Irom the hatchery. This authocization is generated only
uf there s at least a nine — week time lapse from the previous authorization. [n this way
and average of three weeks separaiwes the diflerent rounds breed. Afler a flock has been all
slaughteted, the holdings are well —cleaned out around the perimeter. The bedding is
removed and the place is swept and washed with appraved disinlectants. A vast majorily
also whitawash with lime. Pest conlrol {mice, rats and birds} is generally addressed
through the use of rets on the windows, blocking any holes in the building structures and
the use of venem. Some farms (nsert blocks of venom in plastic tubes which are placed
arpund the perimeter of the holding, while others spread the venem. Some farms also use
pans with toam soaked in disinfectant outside the sheds lor disintecting hoots. however
et all farmers change their clothing prior o entering the sheds.

Measures for preventing intections:

Muost holdings have pits for the disinfection of the vehicles colering or leaving the
premises. However none have sepacate entrances, Fhe feed is bought fresh from the feed
mills, cven though there are those that also have their own silos. Due te the island’s high



humidity levels, farmers are nod i the habit of staring large quantities of foed w0 avoid
the formation of yeasts and moulds, Feeds are usually kept in their bags within the sheds
in a dark, dry comers.

The waler-supply can be direct from the main 2overnment supply or from private bore
holes. In the latter case, contrel of the water is purcly voluntary, however from the
infurmaltion we have this is not freguently carried out unless the family use the water
from the bore hole for their own personal usce.

‘The majority | farms arc small in capacity and are famiiy-run, therefore one or twe
people would be responsible for the daily management of the animals. There 15 no legal
obligation for people handling Tive animals to carry out medical checks, Ouisiders are
brought in the holding solely (or the purpose of calching the birds prior 1o slavghter.
The farmers {ransports the live birds to the staughterhouses using their own pecsonal
trucks which are cleangd out by the farmer himself, however the crates are borrowed
[rom the slauehterhouse, The cleaning and disinfeciion of the crates is the responsibility
ol the slaushierhouse,

2.4 Routine veterinary supervision on tarm.

Routing veterinary inspection on farme:

This is purely vohumntary, Une of the largest local feed mills provides frec technical
support. A ot ol ihe {armers buying their feed from this fod mill make regular use of the
technical personnel. [f there is any cause for suspicion, the company's velerinarian is then
called out.

Prior o shavghter @ vast majority ol the farmers request anle-mortem inspection from a
private velerinarian who cerdities the size ol the flock, that there are no symptoms of
discase as that the flock (s considered (it to be slanghwered [or human consemption. The
veterinarian akso certifies that no medicinals have been administered.

2.5 Registration of farms.
I.egal notice 1192005 uader chapter 36 of the national legislation enforees registration of

all farims having more than 20 broilers.

There is alse the Special Marketing Policy Programme Maltese Agricublure (SMPFMAS
which entiiles only registered husiness operators 1o a refund of 0.58curo cents per broider
slanghtered.

2.6 Record keeping at Farm.

Fartners are obiiged w keep delailed records. This is enforced through the filling in of the
infarmation requested on the movement. Subsidy payments depend on the sad
information being accurate and correct. All farms have an official register they have 1o
fill in daily to keep very basic records like daily montality, wmperature, feed consumption
and they can also make other additional notes {e.g. when Lhey mect uncxpecied high
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mortality). In this reeister they must also keep medicinal records related to every
individual batch ol broilers that has to be filled in by their provate vetetinarian. Any
medical preseriptions have to be aitached o this register. This book is presented to the

official veterinarian at the slaughlerhouse.

2.7 Bocuments to acenmpany animals when dispatched.
Dwcumernts to accompany animals when dispatched :
(iy ocument accompanying bicds from hatchery to holding:
The farmer has te oblain an authorization form from the competent anthoriey
{attach.2) to be able W buy the day-old chicks from the hatchery,

{i1} Documents accompanying birds from holding to slaughterhouse,
(i the information held In the hatch report, a movement document (Attach. 1)
is issued by the competent anthority and given e the farmer, This document
foliows the Rock up w ihe slavghterhouse, where the slaughterhousce fills in
the number of birds slaughtered. The movernent document s then returned te
the competent authority 1o authorize the pranting of monclary subsidics.

The farmer can also bring the certificate issued by a private veterinarian who
would have carried out an ante-marter inspection on farm prior to the flock
leaving the holding. [fthe farmer does not present an ant-mortem inspection,
therefore Lhe official velerinarian carrics out the aneg-mortem 4t the
slaughterhowse,

T'he farmer 1s alse obliged to present the farm register especially if an ant —
mortem is not carricd gut by a private velerinacian on farm.



PART B

1, Identification of programmc

["?}leﬁiﬁer State o _ Malia e __
[}isease Clnfection of animals with Zoonotic

o B o Safmonelie spry

| Animal pupulation covered by the Broiler llocks of Gallus gallus

E ProEramme } —

_Year of Impiementation ) U :

. Reterence of this document MT SAL-BROM

| Contact Name o 1r Anthony Gruppetta DG

! Civil Abatloir
~ Albertowrn, Marsa
wlalla
C Tel: +356.23905168
Fax: 36725905182
| c-mail; evonnraceiaoy,mt

; 2™ comtact person: Ne, Susan Chircop
Tel: +336.230035043
c-matl: susan.chircopiigov.mt

;ijillﬂ sent 1o the Commission ) - 29" .J\EI‘_i_]- iﬂﬂiﬁ_ ) _ _

2. Historical data on the epidemiological evolution of Zoonotic salmonella

The cpidemiological informarion available comes from a study carried out was in 2004 as
derailed i point 1.1,

3. Deseribtion of the subimitted programme.

‘The main objoctives ol this programme is t monitor and conteod all broiler floeks of
Callus gallus in Malta and Goro, in accordance to Commission Regulation 216072003 lor
Zoarotic Salmarella spp. Flocks found infected with Safmonelta typhimurium and
Serfmonedla enteritidiy will be condemned and slaughtered, in order to achieve a reduction
ini the prevalence of these serotvpes in the national flock, as indicated in Commission
Regulation 646:2007 article 1, * reduclion of maximum percentage of flocks of broilers
remaining poasitive of Salwmonelia enteritidis and Selmonedla typhimuriam o 1% or less
bv the 3 1™ December 2401 §

Tha target poputation would be all broiler tlocks of Gallus gallus.



—_—

Malto and Goze will be considered as one region,

All registercd and functioning farms will be tested. One hundred and thirty-one (134)
farms will be tested, having a wial papulation of approximately 3.4 million.

The testing schome would follow the programme elaborated i poimt 1.5:

'l‘iarggte&_ﬁge-grnup_ B S:i_..rt_:.ples to be taken

weeksofage)

BBrovilers: 2 wecks priog
slaughter {i.c between 2-3 l Bool/sock swabs™ !

*The nutnber of the bool/sock swabs 1o be tuken Jepends on the capacity ol the farm.

The collection of samples, transport. delection and 1¥ping are as already indicated in
paints 1.3 and 1.4

The competent authority is also responsible for the nationat residue plan,

However apan [rom dhis programme each farm will be tested for antibiotic-residue
during the sampling for the salmonella control progranime. Twa chickens will be
sampled annually, from the same house, where a boot / sock swab has been taken, This
applivs 1o all the farms irrespective of the hoelding capacity.

The six-plare test will be carricd out at the National Veterinary Tahoratory of the
cornpetenl auihority.

Prefinition of a positive case:
(i 1t the case of primary positive isolation of Sefmanetla enreritidis 7 Salmonedla
gephimerinen, the flock will be constdered positive to Salmonella infection.

(i In the case of re-isolation of Salfmonella enieritidiy ot Seimonella typhimurium
of contirmatory tests.
Confirmation of the initial results may be carried out. Re-analysis may be
taken in consideration when, there is still an adequate timeframe, a large flock
is under suspicion or when there is 4 case of positive antibiotic-residuc
analysis. [n this situation. the initial results are considered as suspeat until
positive isolation of confirmatory tests,

(i) Inthe cage ol a positive antibiotic residue analysis result but a negative
isolation results the holding s considered positive.

Action 1aken is on positive flocks is described in point 4.4.4

Pefinition of a suspect case: primary 1solation of Salmonelia enteritidis or Salmonelia
typhtimuriem.

When Salmonella enteritidis or Salmonella typhimurivm are isolated from [faccat or
enwvironmental samples or there [s a positive antibiotic - residue analysis bul there 15 no
isolation of Salmonclla spp. ; re-sampling may be considered.



Most holdings have less than 10,000 birds (103 farms out ol w tetal of 131} The broilers
are staushtered at approximately [Tve weeks, therefore in most cases it would not be
financially visble o retest the flock. However for the fow larger holdings on the [sland
lhe occasion may arse that re-sampling would be considered and / or requested by the
operator. In such 2 situation, all houses would be included in the re-sampling scheme, a
farger number of sarples would be taken and samples would also be taken for antibiotic-
residuc analysis.

ln the case of a posilive initial result for antibiotic-residue, samples weould be taken afler
an eppropriate time frame for both antibiotic-residue anadysis and salmonella spp.
1izolation.

The microbiological anatysis would be run in parallel with the National Reference
laboratory,

» the scrtior veterinary oftficer {SVO) in charge of the lab woeuld report suspect
positives to the animiat health section and CVO0,

»  An oflicial restriction on the farm is issued by the CVO to prevent movement of
animals to and from the farm. '

s SV will co-ordinate with the Public Health Laboralory for paraiic] analysis of
sispucl samples,

e  The oilicial velerinarian ife poultsy together with velerinary support officer/s trom
the poultry scetion of animal health will carty out an investigation on the farm and
conduct & census,

s The OV or Assistant OV wonld also be responsible for re-sampling; in which case
analysis would be run in paralle] with the Pablic Heulth Laboratory (National
Reference Laboratory lor Salmonella).

*  No poultry animaks or carcasses, animal feed, matenial or waste may leave the
halding withont & writlen awhorisation issucd by an otficial veterinarian

»  Persons not dircctly involved n taking care of the animals are not permitted to
enter buildings where infevted 1locks are kept.

+ Appropriate means of disinfection, using 2 disinfectnt officially approved as
effective against Salmonella spp.. is o be used at the entrances and exits of the
buildirn housing poultey and of the holding iself

s Vehicles and cquipment used for transport of animals or produgts have to be
cleaned and disinfected wiith an officially approved disinfectant eflective against
Salmonetla spp. immediately after the movement.

Nogalive diagnosis if re-sampling is considerad.

On primary isolation of Safreonelle crteritidis of Selmonella tvphimurinm. a3
described above, even though restrictiong are issued on the holding, re-sampling may
be considered.

{i} [T Salmonella infection with Satmenella enteriticlis or Salmonella yphimurium is
not confirmed on re-analysis and the resull for antibiotic-residue analysis is negalive,
the CVQ would consider the initial result as a false positive and withdraw the
restrictions placed on the farm. The flock would then be considered as Nt Tor human
consumption,
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Malta is rot taking into consideration vaccination as a preventive measure or treaement of
products coming rom intected flocks.

4. Mcnsures of the submitted programme

4.1 Summary of measures under the programime
Duration of the programme:

First year 2009 last years 2011

o Control/Eradication

o Testing

o Kilting of animals wested positive
o [xtended slanghter or killing

& Monitaring

4.2 The central authority in charge of supervising and conrdinating is the Veteninary
Regulation Fisheries conservation and Cantrol Division (VRFFCD),

The National Veterinary Laboratory:
(1) Sendor veterinary oftficer will be responsible toy:
* appropriate training of personnel responsible for collecting the samplos
s in charge of supervising that the progranime 15 athered to and that the samples are
eollected according to the programme.
s all necessary matcrial needed for sampling cp. boot swabs, sterile bags, et are
availahle,
« ¢nsure that samples are analysed in accordunce w time frame and methodology as
laid dowwn in the programme
e reporting suspect positives S confirmed to the animal health section and CVO
s co-ordinate witk the Public Health Labaratory parallel analysis of suspect samples
» inform Dircctor for the Department of Safety of the Food Chain of any infecied
flocks.
collecting/ Filing all relevant data and reporting resulls.
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Animal Health Depanment:
(i{} Senivr veteringry support officer in charge of the pouliry section will be responsible
{or:

o co-ordinating sampling team

s  making sppointmenis with the farmers and preparing daily sampling schedules
collaborating with the senior veterinary ofiicer Ve lab

L

s organizing on farm investigation in cases of suspecticon{irmed positive results

¢ collaborate in census, movernent restriction, eradication and disinfection measures
¢ collaborate in farm investigations in view of repopulation of farm

L]

{ili}Assistant Velerinary Support Offlcers will be rasponsible for:
¢ Fnsuring o follow appropriate training
o collecting and transporting samples approprigtely
v deliver samples within 24hours from collection to the laboratory
v ensure that accompanying documents are Nlled approprimely

(i) Veterinary oflicer i'c poultry

= carry oul on-larm mvestigations in collaboration with senior veterinary support
officer ife poultry section

s co-ordinuge and conduct census, movement restriction, disinfection and
cradication measures

s submit on farm investization report o the SYO i/ lab within 48hours

« co-ordinate fam invesitgation in view of repopulation

» responsible for recommending repupulation following positive finding afier on-
farm investication

(%) Veterinury Officer responsible tor by —products:
+ is respensible ol ensuring that bosceurity measures and provisions in Coungil
Regalation {174/2002 are adhered to during disposal of carcasses and produets.

Animal Welfare Department
{v1) Anunal welfare officer:
¢ responsible for ensuring that animal weltare provisions are respected during
Lilling on farm.

Dieparimeni lor Safety of the Food Chain
{wil) Dircotor is responsible for;
» informing the nalional contact persen for the rapid alen system regarding
confirmed inlecied flocks Tor Sefmoenella enteriticis and Salmonello typhinturfim

Following recommendations trom senior velerinary officer e lab and vetertnary officer
ife ol poulity section;



+  Responsible of issuing restriction movement documents
s dssuing of documentation for liliing restriction measures on a farm and for
permitting repopulation.

4.3 The Islands of Malta and Gozo are covered by this programme and are considered as
one region. The Veterinary regulation Tisherics Conservation and Contrel Division
administers the whole region.
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4.4 Measures implemented wnder the programime

4.4.1 Measures and applicable legislation as regards regiseration of heldings:
Tegal notice 1192005 under chapter 36 of the national legislation enforces regisiration of
all farms having more than 20 broilers,

4.4.2 Mgeasurcs and applicable legislation as regards the ideatification of animals:
NA

4,4.3 Measuores and applicable legislation as regards the notification of discase:
‘The Veoterinary Services Act, Chapter 437, art 35.1(I provides for the obligation off
notification of any suspicion ol zoonosis or olher disease or any othet phenomenon or
circumstances ltable to prosent a sericbs threat to animal or public health.



4.4.4. Measures and applicable legislation as regards the measures in case of a

positive case:

Council Kegulation 2160/2003 and Commission Regulation 6462007 are divectly

applicable. Commercial poultry flocks and their products found 1o be infected with

Setfmernrefic enteritidis and Safmonella tvphimurizon, will be constdered unfit for human

cansumption and will be withheld and destroyed in accordance to articles 6 to 11 ot CAP.

437, Veterinary Services Acl.

¢ The official velerinarian ife poultry together with veterinary support officer/s from

the poultry section of animal health will carty out an investigation ot the farm and
conducl a census,

o A restriction notice (legal document) signed by the CVO will be 1ssued on the
farm, preventing movement of animals to and from the farm,

+  They would also be responsible for re-sampling, if Lthe casc arises as deseribud in
Part 13 point 5.

o Microbiological analysis would be run in parallel with the Public [ealth
Lahoratory {National Reterence Laboruory for Salmonella),

v N0 poultry carcasses, animal leed, material or waste may leave the holding
without a weitten authorisation issued by an official veterinarian.

s Persong not directly invelved in taking care of the animals gre not permitted 1o
enter huildings where infected flocks are kept.

s Appropriate means of disinfection, using a disinfectant officially approved as
cifective against Salmonella spp.. is to be used at the entrances and exits af the
building housing pouliry and of the holding itscll

e Vehicles and cyquepment used for transport ol animals or products have to bue
cleancd and disinfected with an afficially approved dismfectant eftective againat
Salmonclla spp. immediately after the movement,

& The awner of the infected holding or the owner's representative will be served
with an official matice in writing ordering the slanghter and destruction of the
flock. Valuation of the animals on the holding will normally be carried out before
they are killed. The birds will, by prelerence, be killed by dislocation of the neck.
(her mathods of killing may include the use of gases such as carbon dioxide or
other gases in closed trailers or containers. Carbon dinxide gas in the form of
22kp tanks is available locally. Mobile enclosed tratlers or containers can be
transported on site if required. Killing of the birds will be supervised by officials
from the compelent autherity and the Olficial vetcrinarian responsible for animal
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wellare has 1o ensure that welfare provisions are respected. All personnet
imvolved in culling are required to wear protective clothing, gloves and
nose/moulh masks.

» the carcasses will be disposed af through incineration at the thermal unit run by
the Waste Serv 1.1, The carcasses have to be transported in leak-prool containers
supplicd by Waste Serv and transporied drip-proof in vehicles that must be
disinfected externally before leaving the holding. Officals from the competent
authority bave o supervise all procedures.

o Feeds will alse be considercd contaminated and will be destroyed.

»  Cleaning and disinfection should be started as soon as the animals have been
killed and removed [rom the holding and must be carried oul in a methodical way.
CHificials from the competent authority should supervise the opertions. Detailed
procedures would be laid down in the good animal hushandey guideline 1o be
drafted. However, thore is a fiest stage where an officially approvid disinfectant
would be sprayved and ieft to act for 24 hours. This will be followed by general
cleaning to remove orpanic matter and dust. Attention should be given to arcas
and equipment difficult to reach. Fans, drains, stals ete should not be neglected.
Adter thorowzh cleaning {(steam cleaning ts recommended} fumigation is carricd
out. Disinfectants should have time to dry before samples arc taken. As a general
rule, detergents such as hypochlorites, alkalis, gluteraldehydes and Virkon ean be
used Tor the disinfection of poultry houses, wooden structures, eoncrefe surfaces,
equipment and vehicles, The acrosol application of glutcraidehyde 1s suitable for
the disinleetion of fans and similar equipment.

»  Lnvironmental samples are laken and repopulation will be permiticd and afl
restriction bans Hftcd when two consecutive sample baches, taken 14 days apart
result negative to isolation of salmonclla spp.

+.4.5 Qualification of animals
There is no national legislation on qualification of Hock. This will be considered after the

first vear or two that the programme has be running.

4.4.6 Control procedures and in particular rules an the movement of animals liable
te be atfected or contaminated by a given disease

Movement of animas is restricied on Sefmonella enteritidis or Satmonella ryphimurium
positive cases, as detailed in point 4.4.4.

In other cases of infection of Salmonella spp of public health importance. restrictions as
detailed in point 1.6 would be carried oud.



4.4.7. Measures and applicable legislation as regards the control of the diseasc.
Council Regutation 2160/2003 and Commission Regulation 646/2007 are followed in
selling up the sampling scheme, testing regine and setting of tarpets

Tn aceordance to Commission regulation (FC) No 117772006, no antimicrobials will be
used as a preventive measure in the conirol programme. No vaceination is currently
carricd out and will not be considered. Treatment of products coming from infecled
Hocks will not be treated in any way bul destroyed.

£.4.8 Measires and applicable fegislation 2% regards the compensation for owners of
slaughiered and killed animals:

~Lollection ol information on Zoonosis and Aootolic Agent Rules™ [N 2872005, arl.
.1 which fatls under the Veterinary Service Acr,; and art.®.1. of this same Act, sot
down provisions for hinancial compensation.

4,4.9 Information and assessment on biosecorily measures mangagement and
infrastructore in place in the flocks invaolved.
Please reler 1o Part A poing 2.3

5. General deseription of costs and benefits.

The costs to the Furmer will be {edt innially in cases of eradication. The farmer will
obviously encounter losses following eradication and cosis in upgrading holdings.
Tlowever, in the long run the anner will have a reduction in costs of medicinals and Lirm
management. They will sec an inerease in production and financial returm also from the
overal| positive impact eonsumer confrdence in local produce.

The costs oo sociely would result in an increasc inwaste that witl have 1o be eliminated
and also probahly in an ingrease in the cost of poultry products: howewer, there would be
the benefits of food safiry.

6. Idata on the epidemiclogicil evolution during the last five years:
Referw Part B . poim 2

&. 1 Uvolution ol Zoonatic salmoncllosis
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MINISTERU GHAR-RIZORSI U .-Jt'*‘ MINISTRY FOR RESOURGES AND
AFFARISIET RURALI RURAL AFFAIRS
’:"Lﬁ-:_-;t!. )
MALTA,
Tagsinta k3 Regolament Vaterinargy, Vatarinary Regulalion, Flsheries

HKonservarrioni u Konirol! tas-Bajd Longervation & Contra! Division
Broiler Chicks
Balch code:  Batch 1D in Full Supplier: Hatchery Name

Batch size. Batch Size] chicks

Arrival date;  [Date of Deliveryl

Froducer: [Producer Name & Address] License Mo. - [Premizes Code]

Broiler Sates List

Sub-batch Data of Procassor Mo. Eroilers Total kg
Code Despatch Code Supplied Liveweight
1
2
i3
14
TOTAL - kg

#o. home consumption:
Ho. died on farm:

No. unaccountesd for:

Dr. Anthony Gruppetta Producer Pracosser

Birecror Genergl VRFOC






MALTA
NATIONAL MULTI-ANNUAL
SALMONELLA CONTROL
PROGRAMME
2009-2011
IN BROILER FLOCKS
Gallus gallus
under Commission Regulation

No 646/2007
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1. Introduction

"I'he main objeetives of this programme is 1o moniter and control all broiler Nocks of
Gallus gallus in Malta and Gozo, in aceordance 1o Council Regulation 216072003 for
Zoonotic Safmonella spp. ;10 achieve a reduction of the prevalence of Salmonella
enteritidis and Safmonetla (ephimueinm. Flocks (bund intected with Safmonetfa
tephimuriunr and Salmonella enteritidis will be condemned and slaughtered, in order tw
achicve a reduclion in the prevalence of these serolypes in the national flock. as indicated
in Commission Regulation 64672007 article |-

* reduction of maximum percentage of flocks ol broilers remaining positive of
Sabmonella enteritidis and Sultnonelie typrhimuriun to 1% or less by the 317 December
20t

The control programme will un for three consecutive years.

2. Situation of sulmooebla infectian in the tocal broiler flock

The oaly informnation available comes from a base line study carried out in 2004,

A cross-scetional servey of poultry carcasses was carricd out from Janvary 10 August
2004, w Jelerming the prevalence of Zoonotic Satmonegila, The samples were taken at the
slaughterhouses according to their respective throughput. The sampling scheme was
designed o detcet a provalence of 5096 with a confidence level ot 93%.

A total of 418 sumples were eollected and analysed wt the [aboratory of the Foed and
Vewerinary Division of the Veterinary Regulation, Fisherics {onservation and Control
Division.

The isolies were sent abroad 1o be typed al VLA --Weybridge —UK.

The prevalence of salmonella in the local poultry meat was of 26 8% (out of 418 sumples,
112 resulied positive}. :

Settmonella kedowgon was the serovar with the highest incidence. Safmonella enteritidis
represented 3.6% of the serovars isolated while Safmonelfe tiphimuriion 16.1%.OQut of 4
toral of 418 samples . 18 samples were infected with Safmoneita typhimirivm and 4 were
infected with Sadmonedla emteritiis.



With regards to the distribution of positivity per month, it appears that August, March
and July are the months were the peak positivity was registered, with 53.8%, 40.6% and

25.7% respeetively.

Percentage of positivity per month

450
400
3504
300-
250+
Total samples
200 +
150
1004
50 -
U-.
nu) brar ril |ay | ne Ul
any|ua|ch ¥ ¥ st
FATotal Sampled | 7 |18(10(59161|45(70|52; 41
W Total +ve 1114311413 |4 (182811
00 % of positivity | 14{5.5(41(24[4.9/89/26|54| 27
Months

l_m—'l‘utal Sampled
XN Total +ve
O % of positivity

With regards to the serovars isolated, this study has shown that with 25 isolarcs,
Kedougou is the serovar with the highest incidence, followed by Bredeney with 23,
Kentucky with 24, Typhimurium with 18 and Infantis with 12, These serovars represent
£7% of the total positivity (scu table above)



salmenelia serovars

ErS. Bredeney
S Derby

El 5. Enferitidis
B 5. Indiana

B S Infantis
BH5 Kedougou
&85, Kentucky
B5 Lowelace
A5 Typhimurivm
El 3. Virchonw
CS. Croft

5. Agona

number of isolates

sis (s |S|s|ss)s8 |8 (s]s]s
Brelirer | Lnt |Indifinfa| Ke | Ke [Lov | Ty | Vir [Cro| Ag
den| by (oricl) ana |6 |deir | ntw | elac|phi | chol 1t | ong

Toewat| 23f 2 V4] F 122320 L 18|11 ;




Serovar % OF Positiviey
_ _ SAgoma_ _8s
. . 5. Bredeney o 2es -
. S.Crofi s
'7 S.Derby I3 -
' § Fnteritidis 16
_ _Sndiana __ [ 27 ]
5. Infantis I 1Y S
__ S, Kedowgou .23 _
5. Kentucky A L 17e .
5 Lovelace 0y |
___ S.Typhimuriom | el
I__ S. Virchow I Y

Following the information available; it can be assumed that at least over 4.3% of {locks
are infected with Safmorella fyphimurinm, while approximately 1% are infected with
Salmonella enteritidiy.

In Malia, Salmnnella is the most [requently isolated smuce of food bome cases o
hurnans, even though the cumrent trend is showing a rise in Campylobacter, Safmone fia
enteritidis lollowed by Salmonella rvphimuriym are \he sgrovars responsible Tor the
highest number of food poisening cases in humans, beth in sporadic and ouwtbreak
¢pisndes the majority of outbreaks occur In summer, This is probably influenced by the
average high ambient iemperatures of 35 ® C that enables oplimal growth and also due to
the high concentration of social events.

3. National legislation applicable to the implementation of the control programme.

3.1 Registration of farms.
legal notice 119/20035 under chapter 36 of the national legislation enforees regisiration of
all farms having more than 20 broilers,

1.2 Implementalion

The Veterinary Service Act, Chapter 437, arl 3.1, states that “the Minister may prescribe
tules concerning the prevention and control of diseases™.

Colleetion of Information on Zoonests and oonotic Agent Rules - LN 282005,
Council and Commission regulatinns are directly applicable,

3.3 Notilication

The Veterinary Services Aci, Chapler 437, art 35.1(f providus tor the obligatian of
notification of any suspicion of oonesis or other diseasc or any other phenomenen or
circumstances liable to present a serious threat to animal or public health.



3.4 Finangial Compensatlion

The Veterinary Service Act, Chapter 437, art 18,1 regards financial contnibution in
connection with national schemes for the eradication of particular discases.

Colicetion of information on Zoonosis and Zoonotic Agent Rules - LN 2872005 an 8.1,
regulates financial conuibution fur zoonotic control programmes,

4. Competent Authority

4.1 The competent awthority for the implementarion of the Salmonelia Iational Control
programme in broiler Nocks of Gallus gallus is the Veterinary Regulation, Fisheries
Conservation and Control Division (VRFCCD), which talls under the Ministry of
Resourcas and Rural AfTairs, The VRECCD is the competent authaority responsible for
drawing up the national control programmes under Council Regulation 21602003,
arganizing, executing, collecting and reporling of all dara. The YRFCDID administers
hoth istands of Malta and Gozo.

4.2 Animal feed busingsses and the poultey industey (holb farms and slaughterhouses)
also fall ender the responsibility of the VRECCID.

The presence of an official veterinarian on the slaughterline is mandatory. however,

at present there are no official veterinarians carrying out routing inspectians on poukiry
farms.

4.3 The National Veterinary Laboratory of the VRECOD will be respunsible foy the
analysiz of the samples collected under the tramework of this programme,

4.4 'The dutics of the dilferent sections of VRICCT involved i the national control
programme are deseribed in detail below:

The National Velerinary Laburalory:
{i} Senior veterinary uflicer will be responsible for:
s appropriate training of personnel responsible for colleeting the sumples
» i charge of supervising that the programime is adhered to and that the samples are
coliected according o the programme,
s ail nccessary material needed {or sampling eg. boot swabs, sterile bags, ete are
available.
s cnsure that samples are analysed in accordance te lime frame and methodology as
laid down in the programme
s peporling suspect positives / confirmed to the animal heatth section and CVO
s co-ordinate with the Public Heallth Laboratory parvallel analysis ol suspect samples
s infurm Director for the Department of Safety of the Food Chain of any infeeted
flocks.
collecting/ fling all relevant data and reporting resulta.

L ]



Anmmal ileaith Department;

(i1} Senior veterinary support ntiicer in charge of the pouliry section will be responsible
for:
o cp-ordinating sampfing team
»  making appointments with the farmees and preparing daily sampling schedules
» collaborating with the senior veterinary officer Ve lab
arganizing on Farm investigation in cases of suspect/coniirmed positive results
collaborate in census, movernent restriction, ¢radication and disinfection measures
+ collaborate in farm investigations in view of repopulation of farm

{iinAssistant Veterinary Support Officers will be responsible for:
«  Ensuring to follow appropriate training
o collectittg ang transporting samples appropriately
& deliver samples within 24 hours {Tom collection 1o the laboratary
*  ensure that accompanying documents are filled appropniaehy

{iv) Veterinary officer t'c poultry

« ¢y out on-farm mvestigations in collaboration with senior veterinary suppolt
afiicer Ve poultry section

» co-ordinate and conduct census, movement restriction, disinfection and
cradicatlion measures

= submit om farm investigation report 10 the 50 i/c lab within 48 hours

s co-ordinate farm investigation it view of repopulation

s respensible e recommending repopulation following positive finding afier on-
farm investigation

(v} Veterinary Officer responsible for by —products:
e is responsible of ensuring that biosecurity measures and provisions in Council
Regulation 1174/2002 are adhered 10 during disposat of carcasses and products,

Animal Welfare Department
{ve} Animal welfare otficer:
» responsible for ensuring that animal welfare provisions are respected during
kitling un farm.

Department for Safety of the Food Chain
{vii} Dircetor 1s respansible Tor:
» informing the national contact person for the rapid alert system reganding
conlimed infected flocks for Sadmonelia emteritidis and Sclmonella tophimurinm




Chief veterinary Officer

Following recommendations from senior veterinary officer ic lab and veterinary officer
i'c of poultry scotion;
+ Responsible of issuing restriction movement documents
¢ issuing ol documentation for lifting restriction measures on a farm and for
permitting repupuiation.

5, Geographic situation.

Poultry fanms are 1o be found on the mainland of Malta and the smaller sister island of
Gozo. Malta and Gowvo ure considered as ane region, .

All registered and functioning broiler farms will be included in the national control
programme.
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Broiler Farms

6. Structure of Poultry Industry

legal notice 119/2003 under chapter 36 of the national legislation enforees registration of
all farms having more than 20 broilers.

There is no parent stock breed on the Istands.

There are wo registered halcheries on the [sland of Malt,

Hatching Reguiations LN48 of 1997, lays down the previsions that regulate the national
hatchery establishments.

Hatching eges are imported from EU member states, primarily from France, Italy,
Netherlands and Belgium. All consignments arc imparted with the official intra Irade
Certilicate issued according to Council Directive 33%90, In 2007. a 1o1al of 4.4 million
broiler hatching eggs were imported.

The hatcheries are obhged to the report to the VFROCD, as competent authorily, the
number of hatching eges imparted. subnitling a copy of impordtrade documents, The
competent authorily then prints out a “hatch repord” which is passed on o the hatchery.
‘T'his form is returned (o the competent authority once the particulbar balch of cgas have
been hatched and sold. This hatch report includes a fist of farms which are the destination
uf chicks sold.

O the information held in the hatch repart, a movement document (Attach 1) 15 issued
by the competent authority and given 1o the farmer. This document follows the flock up
to the slaughterhouse, where the slaughtechouse tills in the pumber ol birds slaughtered.
The movement docuwnent is then retimed 10 the competent authority to autharize the
sranting of menclery subsidies.

T Totl Numberof Malta m Gozo
| registered farms | e
| 151 102 29 B

Apurl from 2 farms which breed in cages, all ather broflers are kept in enclosed houses,
There are no free-range farms on the Maltese Islands. On any one farm there could be
more than one house: howoever the houses are in very close proximity. All farms operate
an all in-a1l out s¥stem and have the same management. Farms usually manage to rear

4 -3 cycles por year, The age of the broilers can vary depending on the market demand,
however on average the animals are slaughlered between 5 - 6 wecks.

Holding capacity of Farms

o Cupacity [T Nooffams
] Over ShoDe 1 ] o
| 20,000 -49999 A
[ 10,000-19,999 20 ]
] 3000 - 9,599 |- : 33

2,000 --4,999 e
OO0 1999 a0
T T R

The majority of Farms have a small capaciry.
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7. Structure of the production of feed.

There are six feed mills. These feed miils import and produce the majority of ced
supplicd 1o docal farms. An average of 200,000 tons of all types of animal feed is
prociuced per year. The vwo larger feed mills import premixes {rom approved 10U
countries {predominantly UK). These are mixed with other ingredients such as cercals
and soya imported from 1L and Neon-L U countrics. The other four sinaller feed mills
impott concentrates which are then mixed with othee ingredients such as cereals.

A small number ot farms carry out home mixing using voncenirates to obtain a mash.
Lezal notice 374/2000 regulates the responsibility of feed mills. An othcial letter will ke
sent 1o all feed mills and fanns carrying vut home mixing, wherehy they will be held
responsible for testing their final producis. The feed mills wiil be requested to submit a
plan for the following year by November; o the compeient authority staling their
sampling peogramme with supponting information. The compeient authority will have
twenty {20} working days to send in any remarks. The feedmill will be obliged by law to
transimit their results quarterly to the competent authority: unless Satmaonelie emteritidis
ot Submonello typhimurivn are 1zolated. In such cases, the feedmill is to report within
three working days to the compelent authorily, Recall of infected preducts or any other
appropriate action would be taken following un nvestigation and retesting carried out by
the competent authority. Those broiler farms carying out home mixing will be obliged
io conduct microbiological analysis for Salmonclla in the same way as the leed mills,
They will afso be required 1o submit a sampling plan to the competent authority with all
supperting information. The same obligations for reporting applicable to the feed mills
will also apply incases of Salmonelia typhinmerinm o Salmonclla enterizidis positive
samples. The competent authority would then carry out an investigation and testing of
feed and flock.

{Hhcial contrpls at fecd-level;
Reter ta point 9.2

Official controls at flock level:

Taking into consideratton the structure of the poultry industry, the competent authority
would be carrying out sampling of all broiler locks registered and operatienal once
annually, batween 2 - 3 wecks ol age. irrespective of the tarm capacity.

The number of the boot/sock swabs to be ken depends on the capacity ol the farm,
This would substitute one of the sampling under the responsibility of the operator.

Reler to point 9.1 for detailed sampling scheme.

‘The competent authority will be also taking over the sampling delegated to the food
business operator, as laid down in Commission Regulation 646/2007, in consideration of
the fimited capacity of the farms and that there are no private laboratories approved for
salmonella microbiolovical lesting o Malta.

Il



8. Local Slaughterhouses

There arc Four slaughterhouses functioning. All are situated on the 1stand of Malta. Twe
are situated in the porth (Nos.50 7 53) while two are siluated in the south { Nos.38 /7 63},
In 2007, 2,871,352 broilers were staughtered. The average desd weight is 2.2kgs per
hruoiler.

Poultry are slaughtered afier $pm in the souih while the slaughterhonses in the north
work during the very carly moriting hours. The slaughterhouses operate on a five-day
week.

Capacity of slayghterhouses

~ Slaughterhouse 10 Dnaily capacity | Annual wmout for 2007 / kg
e — heads/ hour - —
: No.S0 e - |17833
| Ne.53 | 900 [ 1891838
' No.5§ Jree o [TeessTs
CNub3 . (LUl _ ) 1,649,688 4‘

{fficial controls a slanghterhouse level:

Official controls at slaughterhouse level are not et in place. A risk assessment bas been
camied out and the following plan is being proposed.

Considering that the four slaughterhouses have similar capacity;

ive carcass samples will be ested from one slaughter bouse per month, Each month 4
dilferent slaughierhouse will be targeted, therefore covering the four slaughterhouses
three times a vear.

T"he sarples will be taken at random within the month. These samples will be tested at
the National Vetertnary Laboratory, Reguirernents L oas in Anpex [ of Reguiation
21600203 LC will be respected.

The operators earry out regular controls on the cuts they produce once a month which
include alsa isolation [or Salmonetla spp. These samples are analysed at a private
laboratory.

9, Sampling Protocol

I.aboratory:
The samples will be analysed at the National Yeterinary laboratory which falls under the

competent authority. The labaratory, to date, is rol aceredited, however quality assurance
systems will be in accordance to the requirements of current EN/ISO standards. The
National Reference Laboraiory does not yet organize ring trizls, however through the
NRIL, the national veterinary laboralory will be participating in ring trails organized by
reference laboratories for which the NR1 also participates.
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9.1 At flack-level

The competent authority will be responsible for sampling. The competent authority will
he 1aking over the sampling delegated to the food business operator, as laid down in
Commission Regulation 640/2007, in consideration of the Hmited capacity of the {arms
and that there no private laboratories approved for salmoneila microbiological testmg in

Malta,
All flocks reared will therefore be sampled by the competent authority between 2 -3

weicks of age, imespective of the farms capacity.

el of flack as per 2160:2903, meuns all peultry of the same health status kept on the
same premises or in the same enclosure and cunstiluting a single epidemiclogical unit; in
the case of housed pouitry, this includes all birds sharing the same airspace.

" Targetet gl::fed -ﬁgé;gr_n_up ] ' ) ) _Sa mples to he _tu!;:c;] ) -_ —|
Broilers: 2 weeks prior 1o
slaughier (i.¢ behveen 223 . Boovseck swahs®

*['he number of the bootisock swabs to be taken depends on the capacity of the Farm.

istribution of sampling:-

{i} Six pairs o boot/sock swabs will be 1aken on the one farm having a helding capacity
ol over 50,000 (three houses will be satopled).

tiiY Four pairs of boot / sock swabs (1. twe houses will be sampled) will be taken on
those farms having a holding capacity ranging {from under 30,000 w0 10,000,

(i} Only 2 boot swabs will be taken an all other farms Lrom one house on the farm per
production cyele.

Fhe samples will be taken in accordance w CR 646/2007 (Anncx point 3.1) and
transported in caoter boxes. The samples will have o be brought into the faboratory
within 24 hours after collection.

9.2 At feed -level
Currently there are no official controls in place targeted at the Salmenella Monitoring.
The raw materials vsed are normally of EU certilied origin {(refer o point 7.} The table



below indicates a proposed sampling programmye 1o be included in the ofiiciai controd of
the national salmopclla coatral programmes, once personne] are in place.

|' Compound feeds  Type No. of samples
| Large feed mulls Concentrates of broiler 1 '
| Layer R

2

» Trroiler grower/inisher

o i Vurkey grower/finisher ] —

Smaller feed mills Layer - (. '
| Broiler grower/Tinisher ) I

¢ Homemixers {approx. 20} ; {..av_cr . 65
i Broiler grower/finisher 5

10, Detection Method

The samples will be tested within 72 hours from sampling. Until such time the samples
will be kept refrigerated.

Hoot swabs taken Irom one same house will be pooled topeiber.

Analvsis ol the boot swab and environmental samples will be carried out in aceordunce 10
Commission Regulation 646/2007. The method of analysis used ix that recommendbed try
the Community Reference Laboratory fur Salmonells, being the current version of drak
Annex 12 of 150 6379 {2002). “Detection of Salmonelia spp. in animal facces and in
samples of primary production”. Muodified semi-solid Rappaport-Yassiliadis medium
(MSRYY will be used as a single selective mediem. Serotyping will be carried following
the Kaufmann-White scheme.

11, Antihintic - residue sampling

The competent authorily 15 also respansibic for the nationaf residue plan.

Flowever aparl from this programme gach farm will be tested for antibiotic-residue
during the sampling [or the salmonella control programme. Twao chickens will be
sampled annually, from the same house, where a beot / sack swub has been taken. This
applics to all the farms irrespechive of the holding capacily,

The six-plate test will be carried out at the Nationa! Veterinary Laboratory of the
compelent awthorey.



i2. Estimuted number of analysis over the three- year programme

—

Year | Typeofanulysis | No. of samples estimated |
2009 o Mierobiology - 900
Serolyping - ) -___}_5[]' i
o _Antibiolic-residwe 262
2000 Microhiology B0
_ Serolyping b 150) i
- Anubiotic-residue 262
2011 ~Microbioloey N 830
L Serolyping - 130 o
___Anubiotic-residue | 262 N

13.Genergl Restrictions on Salmonella-infected flocks

Council Regulation 216042003 and Comrmission Regulation 64672007 are directly
applicable. Only those poultry flocks and their products found to be infected with
Safmonella enteritichiy and Salmonefla typhimurfum, will be considered anfit {or human
consumption and will be withheld and desiraved in accordance to articles 6 to 1 of

AL 437, Veterinary Services Acl,

3.1 Definition of 4 positive case:

{i)

{i1)

{11y

Tn the case of primary positive isolation of Sedmonelia emeritidis / Salmonelia
typhrimurinm, \he flock will be considered posilive to Salmonelld infection

In the casc of re-isalation of Safmonella enteriticlis or Salmonelia
tepfrimurinm of confirmatory tests.

Confirmation ol the initial results may be carvied out. Re-analysis may be
considered, especially in consideration of the size of the flock; it there is still
an adequate Gmelrame or when there s a case of positive antibiotic-residue
analysis. In this case the indtial resulis are considered as suspeet (see. Point
13.2) until pasitive iselation of conltrmatory tests.

In the case ol 2 positive antibiotic residuc analysis result but a negative
isolation result; the holding is considered posilive,

13.2 Suspect: Primary isolation of Salmanellu enteritidis or Selmonelia tvphimurinm.
When Sefmonefin exnreritidis or Salmonelia tephimurisen s isolated from faecal or
environmental samples or positive antibiotic — residue analysis but there is no isolation of
Safmuonella spp. ; re-sampling may be considercd.
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Masl holdings have less than 10,000 birds (103 furroes cut of 2 total of 131} The browers
are slaughtered at approximately five weeks, theretore in most cases it would not be
linancially viable 1o retest the tlock. Tlowewer lor the tew larger holdings on the Island
the pecasion may arise that re-sampling would be considered mmd [ or requested by the
operator, In such a situation, all houses would be included in the re-sampling scheme, a
lareer number of samples would be taken and sarnptes would also be taken for antibiotic-
residuc analysis. In the case of a positive inival result for antibiotic-resulue, samples
would be taken atier an appropriate time frame {or both antibiotic-residuc andlysis and
salmonclla spp. isolation. The analysis would be run in parallel with the National
Relerence Jaboratory.

s the senior veterinary officer {($VO} in charge of the lab would report suspect
positives to the antmal health section and CV(L

s An official restriction on the farm is issued by the CVO to prevent movement of
animals o and from the faom,

o SVO will co-ordinate with the Pubiic Healih Laboratory for parallel analysis of
suspeel samyples.

o The official veterinarian ifc poultry together with veterinary support oflicerss from
the poultry seetion of animal health will carry out an investigation on the farm and
conduct a census.

» The OV or Assistant OV would alse be responsibie fur re-sampling; in which casc
analysis would be vun in parallel with the Public [Tcalth Laboratory (M ational
Reierence Laboratory for Salmoenella).

¢ Mo poultry animals or carcasses, animal leed, matcreal or waste may leave the
helding without 4 writicn authorisation issued by an oliicial veterinarian.

+ Persons not dircetly Invelved in taking care of the snimals are not permitted o
enter buildings where infected tlocks are kept.

+ Appropriale means of disinlecion, uging a disinfectant ofticially approved as
effective against Salmonella spp., is to be used at the entrances and exits of the
huilding housing poultry and of the holding itself,

o Vohicles and equipment used for ransport of animals or producs have to be
¢leaned and disinfeeted with an officially approved disinfectant effective against
Salmonello spp. mmediately afler the movement,

13.3 Negalive diagnoasis iF re-sampling is considered.

{n primary isolation of Salmosetla enteritiddis or Selmonedla tephimorium, 25 stated
i point 13.2 even though restrictions are issued on the holding, re-sampling may be
considercd.

(1) IF Salmonella infection with Solmenella emeritidis or Salmonella typhimurium is
not confirmed on re-analysis and the result fur antibiotic-residue analysis i3 negative.
the TV would consider the initial result as a false posilive and withdraw the
restrictions placed on the farm. The flock waould than be considered as [it for human
consumplian,

(ii} If there is re-isolation of Sulmeonctla emteritidis or Sulmonella typhinurium or the
antibiotic-resicdue analysis test resulrs positive, then the flock will be considered as
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pusitive to Salmonella infection and the actions lsted in point [3.4 will be taken. The
flock will be deemed as unfit tor human consumption,

13.4 Positive case
{1y Isolation of Salmanelia enreviridis ot Salmonella bphimperizs Itom initial results of
primary sampling,
(0 Sulmonellia enteritidis ot Salmonella phimarive infeclion confirmed follwing re-
analysis of flock when the case arises.
{I[}) Positive antibiotic-residue result and negative Salmonella spp. isolation.

» g restriction notice (legal notice) (s issued by the CVO on the farm and the flock
will be condemned.

a  The owner of the infected holding or the owner’s representative will he served
with an oflicial notice in wriling ordering the slauphter and destruction of the
flock. Fsen in cases that there are different houses on the helding, all the hoelding
will be considered infected.

s Yaluation of the animals vn the holding will normally be carried out before they
are Killed. The birds will, by preference, be killed by dislocation of the neck.
Other methods of killing may include the use of gases such as carbon dioxide or
other gases in closed trailers or containers, Carbon dioxide gas in the form of
22ke tanks is available locally. Muobile enclosed trailers or containers can be
transporied on site il required. Killing of the birds will be supervised by officials
from the competent authority and Lthe Oficial veterinacian responsibic for animal
webfare has to consure thal welfare provisions are respected. All persumnel
mvolved in culling are reguired Lo wear protective clothing, gloves and
nose/mouth masks,

s The carcasses will be disposed of through incineration. There is ong public
incinerator which falls under the administration of the Waste Serv Lid, which falls
under the Ministry of Resources and Ruzal Aflhirs. The carcasses have 1o be
teansported in leak-proof containers supplied by Waste Serv and transported drip-
proafin vehicles that must be disintected cxlernally before leaving the helding,
Officials from the competent authority have 1o supervise all procedures.

»  leeds will alse be considered contaminated and will be destroyed.

¢ Cleaning and disinfection should be stared as socon as the animals have been
Lilled and removed Trom the holding and must be earried out i a muthadical way.
Officials from the compatent authority should supervise the operations. Detailed
procedures would be laid down in the good animal husbandry guideline 10 be
dralled. Hewever, there is a first stage where an officially approved disinfectant
would be sprayed and left to act for 24 hours. This will be followed by general
cleaning 1o remove organic matler and dust. Altention should be given to arcas
and cquipment difficult w reach. Fans, drains, slals cte should not be neglecled.



Atter thorough cleaning (steam cleaning is recommended) [umigation is carried
out. Disinfectants showdd have time to dry before samples are taken. As a general
rule, deterucnts such as hypochlorites, alkalis, gluteraldehydes and Virkon can be
used for the disinfeetion of pouliey houses, wooden structures, concrele surfaces,
equipment and vehicles. The acrosol application of gluteraldehvde is suitable for
the disinfection of tans and similar equipment.

14. General eriteriz Tor lifting of restrictions

nvironmental samples are taken and repopulation will be permitied and all restriction
bans lilted when two conseeutive sample batches, taken 14 days apart result negative 1o

isolation of salmonela spp.
I5. Financizl Compensation

The Veterinary Service Act, Chapter 437, ant 18.1 repards financial contribution in
connection with rational schemes for the cradicalion of particular diseases.

“Collection ol information en Zoonosts and Zoonotic Agent Roles” - 1N 282005 art 8.1,
regaulates finangial contribution for zoonotic control peogrammes.

16 Vaccination and other preventive measores

I accerdance 1o Commission regulation (EC) No | 17772006, no antimicrobials will be
used as a preventive measure in the control programime. No vaccination is carrently
carried out and will not be considered. Treatment ol products coming from infected
flocks witl not be treated in uny way bul destroyed. Carcasses and products from
condemned infected Mocks will be destraved through incineration. There is only ong
thermal unit an the 1sland of Malta run by the Waste Serv Ltd. The carcasses will be
transpotted in leak-prool containers supplicd by waste Serv and wransported in deip-proot
vehicles that must be disinfected externally prior o leaving the holding. Ql¥icials from
the competent authorily have to supervise all procedures,

17. Measures taken when there is the isolation of other Salmonclla spp.

Fnn cases were other Salmonella spp. are isolated action will be taken for those serovars of
public heaith importunce as recommended by the LISA and the Commission. However
aven those serovars frequently isolated Jocaliy will be addressed. 1f there is a change in
the trend of the locally most trequently isolated serovars during the three-yoar perind of
the programme; this will be taken into consideration. . Requirernents 15 as in Annex 11 of
Resulation 216002003 EC concerning fresh meat will be followed.

In cases were othier Salmonela spp. of public health importance are isolated



* The official veterinarian e of paultry andf or veterinary support officer’s from
the pouttny section of Animal Health will carmy out an investigation on the farm.

»  They would also be responsible for re-sampling if the case arises.

s Re-analysis would be mn in parallel with the Public Health Laboratery (National
Helerence Laboratory [or Salmonella).

In case there s reconfirmation ol the targeted serovars the following actions are
taken:-

+ Eradication will not be mandatory, however it may be considered in cerlain cascs.

s Biosecurity measures will be strengthened to ensure that the infection does not
spread to other holdings; such as, no movement of live animals from farm,
cxteenal distnlection of vehicles transporting products out of farm and proper
disinfection of equipment used.

v Afier all infected flock has been slaughtered; operations an the farm will be
temporarily suspended. following an order of the CVO). Thorough cleaning and
disinfection procedures will be carried oul. Repopulation will be permitied only
once two consecutive environmenlal sampling hatches taken at a distance of Lwo
weeks have resulled repative to Salmoncils spp. tsolation.

18. Biosecurity measures eurrently in place

Detailed guidelines for good husbandry practices and biosceurity measures on poultry
farts have not yet been compiled. However gencral guidelinegs are covered in the Code
of Goaod Agriculture Practice (Couap).

It covers cenain practices such as:

+ the guidelines for storage of fead
s the quahty of building matcrial

o nzed for g vehicle disinlechon pits
s peeessily of a manure clamp

All furms producing ranure have to store solid manure in an eoclosed place known as
the manure clamp, ot six months a vear {from the 157 Qctober to 15 March). All farms
are 10 have o leak proot cesspit, to colicet foul water arising from cleaning ete. The
manure clamp is 1o be connected to the cesspitl. The water 15 kept for 13 days then
collected by a bowser, These regulations serve to reduce the envirenmental pollution and
the nitrate level in fields fertilised with manure. Howewver, they alse provide a tool to
permil biosecurity measures o limit spread of discasc,

General guidelines on good animal hushandry and biesecunity gwmdelntes covering
hyeiene management, measures o be taken in cases of salmonella infection and hyaiene
during transport will be drawn up. At present, biosecurty measures in place are
volumtary.
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Hygiens management on [arm:

The farmer has 10 obtain an authorization form from the competent suthorily {annex 2] ko
he able to buy the duy-old chicks from the haichery. This aulhorization is generated only
if there is at least a nine - week time lapse from the previous authovization. 1o this way
and average of three weeks separates the different rounds breed. After a flock has been alt
slaughtered, the holdings are well —leaned out around the perimeter, The bedding is
removed and Lhe place is swept and washed with approved disinfectants. A vast majoriLly
also whilewsash with lime. Pest control {mice, rats and birds) is generally addressed
through the use of nets ot the windaws, blocking any holes in the building structures and
the use ol venom, Some farms insert blocks of venom in plastic ubes which are placed
around the perimeter of the holding, while others spread the venom. Some farms also use
pans with foam scaked in disinfectant ourside the sheds for disinfecting boots, however
nol all farmers chanae their clothing prior to entering the sheds.

bleasures for preventing infections:

bost holdings have pits {or the disintection of the vehicles entering or leaving the
premises. However nong have scparate entrances. The feed is bought fresh Mrom the [Led
mills, even though there are those that abse have theie owa silas. Due to the island s high
humidity levels, farmers are not in the habit of storing Jarge guantities of Feed o avoid
the formation of yeasts and moulds. Feeds are usually kept in their bags within the sheds
in & dack, Jry corners,

The water-supply can be dircct from the mam gavernment supply or from private bore
hales. In the latler case. contral of the water is purely voluntary, kowever from the
information we have this is not freguently carricd out unless the family use the water
from the bore hale for their own personal use,

The majority of farms are smat] in capacily and are family-run, therefore one or bwo
people would be responsible for the daily management of the animals, Theee 15 no [egal
obligation for people handling live animals to carry out medical checks, Quisiders are
brought in the holding solely for the purpose of catching the birds prior to slaughter,
The farmers transports the live birds to the slaughierhouses using their own personal
rricks which are cleaned out by the farmer himself, however the crates are borrowed
from the slaughterhouse. The cleaning and disinfection of the crates is the respansibility
of the slaughterhouse.

Routine velwerinary inspection on furms:

This is purely voluntary, One of the largest locat feed mills provides free technical
support. A lot of the farmers buying their feed from this fed mill make regular usc of the
technical personnet. [F there is any cause for suspicion, the company™s velerinarian is then
called out.

Priar to slaughter a vast majority of the farmers request ante-mortem inspection from a
privale veterinarian who cerlilics the size of the flock, that there are no symptoms of
digease as that the Hock iz considered fit to be slaughtered for human consumption. The
veterinarian also cerlifics that no medicinals have been adrmmistered.



Record-keeping al farm:

All farms have an official register they have to fill in daily to keep very
basic records like daily mortality, temperature, feed consumprion and
they can also make other additional notes {e.g. when they meet
unexpected high mortality). In this register they muost also keep medicinal
records related o cvery individual batch of broilers that has to be filled
in by their private veterinarian. Any medical prescriptions have to be
attached 10 this register, This book is presented to the afficial veterinarian at the
slaughterhouse.

Documents o accompany animals when dispatched
(1) Document accompranying birds rom hatchery o holdimg:
The farmer has to obean an authonization form {rom the competent avthonty
{artach.2) to be able to buy the day-old chicks from the hatchery.

(o Dacuments accormpanying birds 'rom holding o slaughterhouwse,
On the information heldd in the hatch report, 8 movenent document (Attach,
1113 issued by the competent authority and given to the farmer, This
document Jollows the Nock vp 1o the staughterhouse, where the
slaughtcechouse fills in the rumber of birds slatghtered. The movement
document 1s then returnesd to the compeient avthorily 10 authonze the zranting
of monetary sabsidies,

The tarmer can also boing the coertificate issucd by 4 privare vetennanan who
would have carried oul an anic-mortem inspection oa farm prior 1o the fiock
lcaving the holding, 15 the farmer docs not preseit an ant-marlem inspection,
therelore the olTicial veterinarian carries cul the ante-moectem at the
shaughterhouse,

The farmer 15 also obliged to present the tacm regmister cspecially 1f an ant
miorien 15 nod carmied oul by & private velerinanan on Jrm.

19. Reparting

The CA would be responsible for the reporting of cesolis 10 the EU in accordance 1o CR
62007 Annex article 4.
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