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GOVERNMENT GAZETTE

OF THE HELLENIC REPUBLIC


SERIES II
No of pages 3545

31 December 2012

 DECISIONS

Ref. 4888/130873

Ovine and caprine brucellosis control and eradication programme

DEPUTY MINISTER FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT & FOOD

Having regard to:

1) Commission Regulation (EU) No 142/2011 of 25 February 2011 for the implementation of Regulation (EC) No 1069/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council laying down health rules as regards animal by-products and derived products not intended for human consumption and implementing Council Directive 97/78/EC as regards certain samples and items exempt from veterinary checks at the border under that Directive.

2) Regulation (EC) No 1069/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 October 2009 laying down the health rules as regards animal by-products and derived products not intended for human consumption and repealing Regulation (EC) No 1774/2002 (Animal by-products Regulation).

3) Regulation (EC) No 854/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2004 “laying down specific rules for the organisation of official controls on products of animal origin intended for human consumption”.

4) Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2004 “laying down specific hygiene rules for food of animal origin”.

5) Commission Implementing Decision 2012/761/EU of 30 November 2012 approving annual and multiannual programmes and the financial contribution from the Union for the eradication, control and monitoring of certain animal diseases and zoonoses presented by the Member States for 2013.

6) Paragraph 1 of Article 13 of Law 2538/1997 (Government Gazette, Series I, No 242) “Amendment of the existing legislation for agricultural and veterinary pharmaceuticals, regulating debts of cooperative organisations and other provisions” for the implementation of veterinary programmes by cooperating bodies and natural persons.

7) Article 5 of Presidential Decree 41/2006 (Government Gazette, Series I, No 44) “Monitoring of zoonoses and zoonotic agents in accordance with Directive 2003/99/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council”.

8) Presidential Decree 242/2005 (Government Gazette, Series I, No 291) “Health requirements that must be met for ovine and caprine livestock traded in compliance with Council Directive 91/68/EEC, as applicable".

9) The provisions of Article 1 of Presidential Decree 133/1992 (Government Gazette, Series I, No 66) “Imposition of sanitary and other measures for the protection and safeguarding of livestock holdings from infections and parasitic animal diseases”.

10) Decision No Y44/5-7-2012 (Government Gazette, Series II, No 2094) of the Prime Minister “Award of powers to the Deputy Minister of the Ministry of Rural Development and Food Maximos Charakopoulos”.

11) Decision No 263493/16.08.2004 (Government Gazette, Series II, No 1253) “Supplementary measures concerning implementation of the system for the identification and registration of ovine and caprine holdings and their livestock, implementing Council Regulation (EC) 21/2004”, as amended by Joint Ministerial Decision No 134167/18.04.2011 (Government Gazette, Series II, No 823).

12) The fact that expenditures for the implementation of the Programme are provided for and can be covered by the regular budget (ΚΑ 5329-Φ29/110) in accordance with the respective annual Joint Ministerial Decisions for financial compensation and aid arising from the imposition of veterinary measures for the safeguarding of livestock in Greece.

13) Safeguarding of Public Health and the need for reorganisation and modernisation of the rural economy as well as the need to protect farmers’ revenues.

14) Recommendation of the Animal Health Directorate dated 19.12.2012 on the need for implementing the above Programme, we hereby decide as follows:

To approve implementation of the Ovine and caprine brucellosis eradication programme.

CHAPTER 1: 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Article 1

Aim and duration of the Programme

This Decision approves compulsory implementation of the Ovine and caprine brucellosis eradication programme (hereafter referred to as the Programme) for all ovine and caprine holdings in Greece.

The aim of the Programme is to reduce the prevalence of the bacterium B.melitensis in the country’s ovine and caprine populations and to protect public health through the production of safe products from these animals.

The prevalence of the bacterium B.melitensis in the Eradication Zone has been calculated cumulatively and estimated at less than or equal to 4% for all ovine and caprine holdings existing on 31.12.2015.

The vaccination coverage in the Vaccination Zone on 31.12.2015 is estimated at 95%.

Implementation of the Programme is mandatory throughout Greece by the Veterinary Directorates of the Regions and the Veterinary Departments of the Directorates for Rural Development and Veterinary Medicine in each Regional Unit (RU). This may be determined by the MRDF’s Directorate General of Veterinary Services’ implementing body for the Programme in accordance with the relevant provisions so that the policy response to brucellosis can be redefined.

Article 2 

Definitions

For the purpose of this Decision, the following definitions shall apply:

a. Herd, drove or flock: an animal or group of animals kept on a holding. When more than one herd belonging to different keepers are kept on the same holding, the herds collectively make up an epidemiological unit and have the same health status.

b. Young animals: For the implementation of the Programme, ovine and caprine animals between three and six months old shall be considered young.

c. Adult animals: For the implementation of the Programme, animals older than six months shall be considered adult.

d. Holding: any establishment, any structure, or in the case of free-range farming, any environment, in which animals are held, reared or handled on a permanent or temporary basis, except veterinary practices or clinics and means of transport for live animals.

e. Vaccination Zone (VZ): All of mainland Greece and the islands Evia, Lesvos, Leros and Thassos.

f. Eradication Zone (EZ): All Greek islands except for those mentioned above in the Vaccination Zone.

g. Animal: Any sheep or goat irrespective of age or sex, unless it is determined by the context.

h. Keeper: Any natural or legal person with responsibility for animals, even temporarily, except in veterinary practices or clinics or transporters. In the context of this Decision, the term “farmer” is included in the definition of the term “keeper”.

i. Domestic animals (ovine and caprine): as defined in Article 15 of Ministerial Decision No Υ1b/2000 (Government Gazette, Series II, No 343) of 4 May 1995.

j. Serological tests: For the purposes of the implementation of the Programme, serological tests are understood to be:

1) Stained buffered acidified brucellosis antigen tests (Rose Bengal Test RBT),

2) Complement Fixation Test (CFT) and any other tests that have been approved by EU institutions.

j. A holding’s health status is the health status of the herd made up of one or more animals that can be found on the same holding and belong to the same keeper. When there are more than one herd kept on a holding belonging to different keepers, the herds collectively make up an epidemiological unit which is given the health status of the herd in the worst condition.

Article 3

The bodies responsible for the implementation of the Programme and their powers

A) The Animal Health Directorate of the MRDF’s Directorate General of Veterinary Services is the authority responsible for the timely drafting and publication of the Joint Ministerial Decision covering the expenditures of the implementation of the Programme (Article 5).

B) The Zoonoses Department at the Animal Health Directorate of the Directorate General of Veterinary Services of the Ministry of Rural Development and Food is responsible for:

i) the central control and coordination of all other responsible bodies involved in the implementation of the Programme across the country,

ii) defining the implementing authorities and bodies and determining their roles, according to the requirements of the Programme,

iii) providing appropriate guidelines and clarifications to the Programme implementing bodies, in order to facilitate and support their work,

iv) data and results collection of the control Programme, evaluation of said data/results, and notifying the European Commission authorities,

v) administration of vaccinations, which must be completed before the end of each calendar year with the cooperation of the Development Directorate of the MRDF.

C) The responsibilities of the Directorate of Veterinary Support and Drugs of the MRDF’s General Directorate of Veterinary Services are outlined in Joint Ministerial Decision No 263493/16.08.2004 (Government Gazette, Series II, No 1253) “Supplementary measures concerning implementation of the system for the identification and registration of ovine and caprine holdings and their livestock, implementing Council Regulation (EC) 21/2004” as amended by Joint Ministerial Decision No 134167/18.04.2011 (Government Gazette, Series II, No 823).

D) The Veterinary Directorates of the Regions are responsible for:

i)  the coordination, supervision and evaluation of the implementation of the Programme in their regions,

ii)  cooperating with the corresponding Veterinary Departments of the Regional Units in their Regions and with the Zoonoses Department at the Animal Health Directorate,

iii) the monthly collection of Monthly Supervisory Reports (MSR) for the Ovine and Caprine Brucellosis Programme from the Regional Units within their jurisdiction and their consignment to the Zoonoses Department at the Animal Health Directorate within two weeks of the end of the month of the MSR.

E) The Veterinary Departments of the Regional Units are responsible for:

i) the appointment of the person responsible for implementation and monitoring of the Programme,

ii) carrying out the official controls,

iii) the implementation (vaccinations/blood tests) and evaluation of the implementation of the Programme on a regional level,

iv) the timely request for delivery of the required vaccine doses and receipt, proper handling and administering of the vaccine,

v) the delivery of the requested statistical data for the Programme to the region’s Veterinary Directorate and to the Zoonoses Department of the Animal Health Directorate,

vi) the management of the tagging of animals and infected animals, the registration of holdings, all necessary reports relating to the implementation of the Programme and provided for by the relevant conditions, and the issuing of health certificates for the movement of animals or holdings,

vii) the monthly completion and submission of Monthly Supervisory Reports for the region within a week of the end of the month of the report and updating the online veterinary database with data concerning vaccinations/blood tests,

viii) supervising, where necessary, the training of farmers and livestock veterinarians of agricultural cooperatives as well as private veterinarians for the correct implementation of the Programme and of biosafety measures in order to ensure spreading of the disease is restricted wherever possible,

ix)  supervision of the correct implementation of the Programme by veterinarians of cooperatives and by private veterinarians. The process of involving veterinarians for livestock cooperatives and private veterinarians in the Programme, the supervision of the correct implementation of the Programme and also the consequences in cases where improper implementation is ascertained by the authorities as specified in point I of Article 3 of this Decision,

x) cooperating with and informing other competent authorities and agencies vis-à-vis the implementation of the Programme.

xi) xi) informing the Zoonoses Department of the Animal Health Directorate at the end of the year of the annual vaccination requirements for the year to come to ensure vaccine supply is planned effectively.

F) National Reference Laboratory for Brucellosis in Larissa - Department for Diagnostic Pathology has the following responsibilities:

i) approve the results of the evaluative studies that demonstrate the reliability of the tests used to diagnose brucellosis in Greece,

ii) calibrate the secondary national standard sera as a standard reference (working standards) on the basis of the primary national standard sera,

iii) organise annual comparative tests (ring tests) with the official national laboratories and ensure the appropriate follow-up of such comparative testing,

iv) cooperate within the framework of the EU network with the National Reference Laboratories for Brucellosis,

v) provide scientific and technical assistance to the Directorate-General of Veterinary Services of the MRDF for the implementation of coordinated control plans,

vi) collect from the laboratories participating in the Programme and submit biannual aggregated statistical data and results to the Animal Health Directorate in accordance with the directions for implementation of the Programme,

vii) coordinate standards and methods of diagnosis for implementation in all diagnostic laboratories for brucellosis in Greece. Τo this end:

1) plan the supply of diagnostic reagents to cover the needs of all veterinary laboratories involved in the diagnosis of brucellosis,

2) check the quality of all media and reagents used by the individual cooperating veterinary laboratories as well as its own

3) carry out bacteriological examinations (isolation of bacterium as well as serological testing),

4) receive blood samples sent by the Veterinary Departments of the Regional Units specified in the relevant instructions, as well as pathological material from the Veterinary Departments of the Regional Units for bacteriological examination (isolation of bacterium).

G) The Brucellosis Department of the Institute of Parasitic and Infectious Diseases of the Athens Centre of Veterinary Institutes (ACVI), the corresponding Thessaloniki Centre of Veterinary Institutes (TCVI) and the centres of the Veterinary Laboratories of Heraklion, Ioannina, Kavala, Komotini and Tripoli are responsible for:

i) receiving blood samples sent by the Veterinary Departments of the Regional Units in their area of jurisdiction and carrying out the approved serological tests in compliance with the directions given by the relevant laboratory,

ii) delivering statistics and financial data to the NRL and iii) being involved in the annual ring test organised by the NRL.

H) The Department of Microbiology and Infectious Diseases at the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki (AUTH), and the Department of Animal Production of the School of Veterinary Medicine at AUTH are responsible for the scientific support of the programme.

H) Pastoral and agricultural cooperatives can organise alternative vaccinations or blood sampling to be done by their veterinarians on their members’ holdings, in cases where the local Veterinary Authority is unable to.

The process of involving the cooperatives’ veterinarians in the Programme is as follows:

The cooperative’s veterinarian submits a request to the Veterinary Department of the Regional Unit with the following supporting documents: a) a copy of his/her Licence to practice Veterinary Medicine b) a copy of his/her certificate of commencement of business c) a copy of his/her criminal background check d) solemn declaration of Law 1599/1986 that in the specified time period he/she has not generally been employed by the Public Sector, that he/she will implement the Programme in compliance with the provisions of the present Decision and that he/she will not administer vaccinations commercially or endanger public health.

After submission of the request, the Veterinary Department of the Regional Unit concerned either approves or does not approve the involvement of the applicant in the Programme. The applicant must receive a written reply within 10 working days of submission of the request, asking the veterinarian in cases of approval for a list of the keepers’ names and registration numbers for their holdings, the number of animals that will be vaccinated and/or what will be done with the blood samples in order for serological tests to be conducted and the exact dates when the above veterinary treatments will be carried out as well as the specific number of doses of the vaccine required for each holding.

REV-1 vaccine is supplied to veterinarians by the Veterinary Department of the Regional Unit 5-10 working days before the specified date of the visit.

Supervision of the correct implementation of the Programme by veterinarians of cooperatiaves takes place in the following ways:

a) with unannounced inspections of holdings visited by the cooperative’s veterinarian by the official veterinarians of the LVA on scheduled dates wherever possible.

b) with blood samples taken from a minimum of 25% of the animals vaccinated or from those tested on holdings that have been visited by the cooperative’s veterinarian 3-4 weeks after vaccination of the herd or within a month of blood samples being taken.

In cases where the official veterinarians of the LVA detect substantial and serious irregularities in the implementation of the Programme on the part of the cooperative’s veterinarian, he/she will be excluded from the Programme and will be liable for penalties under Law 1599/1986.

The Veterinary Department of the Regional Unit must, before granting the request, carry out site inspections to ensure storage facilities for the vaccine are suitable for its safekeeping and management (i.e. locked refrigeration units used exclusively for pharmaceuticals) and that the cooperatives have at their disposal the equipment necessary for the correct, effective and safe administration of the vaccine (i.e gowns, gloves, masks).

The cooperative’s veterinarian completes and signs either the Vaccination Report or the Serological Testing Report after the vaccinations or blood sampling together with the keeper and passes it to the LVA within 5 working days for registration by the authority. Finally, the details of vaccination and/or blood sampling must be sent to the Veterinary Department of the Regional Unit at the end of the month, in accordance with the Monthly Supervision Report.

The State will not bear the expense of cooperative veterinary fees.

I) Private veterinarians authorised by the Local Veterinary Authority (LVA) to participate in the Programme, as an alternative and in cases where the LVA is unable to implement the Programme, undertake to carry out the vaccinations and/or blood sampling on livestock holdings.

The process of involvement in the Programme and the obligations and penalties for private veterinarians are the same as for cooperatives’ veterinarians.

The State will not bear the expense of private veterinary fees.

J) For the coordination, control and effective implementation of the Programme, a committee will be set up to act as an advisory body for the Zoonoses Department of the Animal Health Directorate.

The Committee shall consist of:

1. the Head of the Animal Health Directorate who shall be the president, 

2. the Head of the Zoonoses Department of the Animal Health Directorate who shall be the vice-president,

3. the Head of the Animal Health Directorate at the Directorate for Veterinary Audit and Controls,

4. the representative veterinarian for the Programme of the Zoonoses Department of the AHD,

5. a representative veterinarian for the Department of Veterinary Care and Animal Welfare of the Directorate of Veterinary Support, Drugs, Applications and Animal Welfare,

6. the Head of the National Reference Laboratory for Brucellosis in Larissa,

7. a professor from the Department for the Pathology of Small Ruminants of AUTH,

8. a professor from the Microbiology Department of AUTH,

9. an epidemiologist appointed by the Animal Health Directorate of the MRDF as a technical advisor to the committee.

The Committee convenes at least once a year in order to evaluate the implementation of the Programme in all regions and in Greece overall. If the objectives of the Programme are not achieved in one region, the committee will examine the situation, plan and propose measures for a solution to any problems in the way of effective implementation of the Programme and the accomplishment of its objectives.

K) In the above situation, the committee has the power to involve the Regional Committee in addition, which shall consist of:

1. the Head of the Animal Health Directorate of the Veterinary Directorate of the Region,

2. the Head of the Veterinary Department of the Directorate for Rural Economy and Veterinary Medicine of the Regional Unit,

3. the representative veterinarian for the implementation of Programme who has been appointed by the Veterinary Department of the Directorate for Rural Economy and Veterinary Medicine of the Regional Unit,

4. the representative veterinarian of the Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory for the area.

Article 4 

Prerequisites for the implementation of the Programme

In order for the Programme to be implemented:

1) Ovine and caprine holdings and their livestock must be registered on the Identification and Registration System and must meet the requirements laid down in Articles 5, 6 and 8 of Joint Ministerial Decision No 263493/27.07.2004, as amended and in force by No 134167/18.04.2011 (Government Gazette, Series II, No 823).

2) In particular for the Eradication Zone, all livestock older than three months needs to be marked, as laid down in paragraph D of Article 6 of Joint Ministerial Decision No 134167/18.04.2011 (Government Gazette, Series II, No 823)

3) For every holding, a record of all changes and movement of animals must be kept. The farmer of the holding is responsible for keeping the register up to date, and must carry out a full inventory of the holding’s livestock at least once a year (in December each year) and submit this to the Local Veterinary Authority (LVA). The inventory is entered into the Veterinary Database by the LVA.

4) The farmer must capture and restrain animals in order for veterinarians to carry out treatments safely and so that those concerned may avoid injury while causing minimal distress to the animal and to take the same biosafety measures as the veterinarians (gowns, gloves, masks etc.). The veterinarian may be refused the right to vaccinate or carry out any other veterinary treatment if it is deemed that the safety of those involved or the animal’s welfare are endangered.

5) The LVA of the Regional Unit shall have the necessary technical equipment at its disposal and the means of transport (vehicles) to implement the Programme.

Article 5 

Programme expenditures

Expenditures: a) salaried seasonal employees b) compensation of livestock farmers who are forced to make compulsory slaughter or culling of animals c) transport of employees involved in the execution and implementation of the Programme d) collection and transport of samples, purchase of diagnostic reagents necessary for the blood tests and for diagnostic studies for the Ovine and Caprine Brucellosis Control and Eradication Programme and e) purchase of the REV-1 vaccine will be covered according to the annual Joint Ministerial Decisions on financial compensation and aid for the costs of veterinary measures for the remediation of livestock.

Article 6 

Penalties

Compensation will not be payable in cases of non compliance with the provisions of this Decision and the measures undertaken as part of its implementation, and administrative and criminal penalties shall be imposed as laid down in Article 23 of Law 248/1914 (Government Gazette, Series II, No 110), as amended by Article 13 of Law 2538/1997 (Government Gazette, Series I, No 242).

CHAPTER 2 

VACCINATION ZONE (VZ)

Article 7

Areas of vaccination and the measures for its implementation

The control Programme is implemented in mainland Greece and in the islands of Evia, Lesvos, Leros and Thassos. The areas in the Vaccination Zone may be amended by a circular issued by the Zoonoses Department of the Animal Health Directorate at the request of the relevant Veterinary Directorate of the Region, accompanied by a detailed report regarding the reasons why the procedure should be altered in that area.

Only livestock breeding farms are excluded from this particular programme, where all livestock originates from an officially brucellosis-free farm and do not come into contact with livestock in adjacent areas, and are subjected to annual blood tests for brucellosis.

The vaccination and blood sampling programme also applies to domestic ovine and caprine animals for which owners are liable and must provide information to the LVA.

The measures undertaken are:

A) All practices aimed at treating livestock infected with brucellosis are prohibited.

B) Mass vaccination of all healthy female ovine and caprine livestock older than three (3) months and kept for breeding is carried out. (Pregnant or diseased females and male livestock are not vaccinated). Pregnant or diseased female livestock that are not vaccinated during the veterinarian’s visit for vaccination against brucellosis will be noted and vaccinated as soon as possible after lambing or kidding or at the latest during the veterinarian’s next visit as part of the Programme.

Male livestock (goats and rams) on the holding are “indicators” of brucellosis and are subject to mandatory annual blood tests.

In cases where there is mass abortion in livestock or transmission to humans associated with the holding (outbreak), blood samples will be taken from all adult female ovine and caprine livestock that have not be vaccinated.

C) At the beginning, the head of the Programme at the Veterinary Department of each Regional Unit will organise scheduled visits by official veterinarians to holdings in each municipality every calendar year, allowing for three months after the majority of the lambing and kidding is done.

In this way, the official veterinarian groups together holdings to be visited in one daily round, and visits holdings where almost all animals are older than three months.

D) Vaccination is carried out using the REV-1 vaccine which is administered to the animals by eye drop and in doses in the region of 5x108 - 2x109 CFU. Each animal receives the vaccine once in its lifetime.

E) The vaccine strain is pathogenic to humans and all biosafety measures must be taken in order to protect those who are carrying out the vaccination.

The minimum biosafety measures that must be taken by persons carrying out the vaccination are:

1) The vaccination should be carried out in areas that are shielded from wind and dust. The handler must not be positioned facing the direction of the wind.

2) All persons involved in the process of vaccination (veterinarians, assistants and farmers) must wear: a) 1-2 pairs of disposable surgical gloves b) safety glasses that enclose the eye area c) a face mask that covers the mouth and nose and d) suitable clothing that covers the whole body.

3) No one else should be found in the vaccination area due to the increased risk of transmission of the disease through the air and of contact with the vaccine drops through the saliva. 2-3 persons are required for safe vaccination of animals.

F) It is prohibited for vaccinated animals to be sent to the slaughterhouse before the end of the waiting period specified by the vaccine manufacturer or within one month as defined by the National Organisation of Pharmaceuticals if the waiting period is not known. If slaughter is required for other urgent reasons before the waiting period has expired, this will be done as for brucella-infected animals but will not be compensated as part of this programme.

G) The LVA may carry out blood sampling of newly vaccinated animals 3-4 weeks after vaccination in order to check its effectiveness.

H) Vaccination is carried out on holdings that use tags (eartags or boluses) after lambing or kidding, and a month before breeding season at the latest.

Article 8

Vaccination Report and Serological Testing Report

Vaccination Report (VR)

After vaccination by an official veterinarian, the Vaccination Report must be completed and signed by the veterinarian who carried out the vaccination and the farmer before being recorded by the authority, given a reference number and signed by the Chief veterinarian.

Two (2) copies of the VR are issued if the official veterinarian has carried out the vaccination and three (3) copies if carried out by another veterinarian. The original remains in the LVA’s records (in the veterinarian’s file), one copy is given to the farmer and stored in the holding’s records and one copy is given to the private or cooperative veterinarian. When vaccination is carried out by a private or cooperative veterinarian, the VR is recorded with an incoming document reference number and not signed by the Chief veterinarian.

Serological Testing Report (STR)

After blood sampling by the official veterinarian, the Serological Testing Report must be completed and signed by the veterinarian who carried out the vaccination and the farmer before being recorded by the authority, given a reference number and signed by the Chief veterinarian.

Three (3) copies of the report are issued if the official veterinarian has carried out the sampling and four (4) copies if carried out by another veterinarian. The original remains in the LVA’s records (in the veterinarian’s file), the second copy is kept by the laboratory that carried out the tests, the third copy is given to the farmer and stored in the holding’s records and the fourth copy is kept by the private or cooperative veterinarian. When vaccination is carried out by a private or cooperative veterinarian, the STR is recorded with an incoming document reference number and not signed by the Chief veterinarian.

The veterinarian who carried out the blood sampling, consigns the blood samples to the responsible Veterinary Laboratory accompanied by the STR as laid down in the directions for implementation of the Programme posted on the MRDF website.

The VR and STR shall contain: the registration number and details of the holding and the farmer, the date of the vaccination/blood sampling, the number of animals vaccinated/sampled and the reference number etc. and is amended by the circular of the Zoonoses Department of the AHD.

The VR and the STR of the previous year remain in force until half way through the following year.

The VR and the STR completed and signed by the veterinarian and the farmer during the vaccination/blood sampling serves as an inventory of the farmer’s ovine and caprine livestock and is followed up with immediate entry on the holding register.

Article 9 

Commercial and non-commercial movement of livestock in the Vaccination Zone

Commercial or non-commerical movement of livestock from holdings must be accompanied by official registration documents - Health certificates based on the models found in the Annex to No 263493/16.08.2004 (Government Gazette, Series II, No 1253) “Supplementary measures concerning implementation of the system for the identification and registration of ovine and caprine holdings and their livestock, implementing Council Regulation (EC) 21/2004”, as amended by Joint Ministerial Decision No 134167/18.04.2011 (Government Gazette, Series II, No 823), issued by the LVA. Official copies of these must be submitted within seven days to the LVA in the area of destination, along with the notice of changes to the holding’s livestock as laid down in paragraph E of Article 10 of the abovementioned Joint Ministerial Decision so that the arrival of the animal or animals from the holding may be checked.

Movement from the holding during the summer is authorised after a “Licence for movement of ovine and caprine livestock to and from summer pastures” has been issued - Model V of No 263493/16.08.2004 (Government Gazette, Series II, No 1253) as amended by Joint Ministerial Decision No 134167/18.04.2011 (Government Gazette, Series II, No 823), of the LVA decision on winter pastures, as long as the veterinary authority in the area of destination has given prior written consent. Shared grazing and contact between vaccinated holdings and unvaccinated holdings is prohibited. The LVA in the area of destination is responsible for the strict observance of standards that have been laid down for the movement of livestock in summer.

CHAPTER 3: 

ERADICATION ZONE (EZ) 

Article 10

Eradication zone and measures for implementation

In the Regional Units of the country’s islands (except for Lesvos and Leros), as well as in the Regional Unit of the Islands of Attica, Evia, Magnisia, Kavala and Evros, the Ovine and Caprine Brucellosis Eradication Programme is implemented. The areas in the Vaccination Zone may be amended by a circular issued by the Zoonoses Department of the Animal Health Directorate at the request of the relevant Veterinary Directorate of the Region, accompanied by a detailed report regarding the reasons why the procedure should be altered in that area.

No holding shall be excluded from the relevant programme for any reason. The programme includes domestic ovine and caprine animals for which their owners shall be liable, and which must be reported to the LVA.

All activities aimed at treating brucellosis-infected ovine or caprine animals are prohibited, as well as vaccination of these animals with the brucellosis vaccine.

Serological testing on animals older than six months shall be carried out on all holdings in the regional unit. Serological testing shall be carried out through the examination of samples taken from the holding’s animals.

Article 11

Classification of the holding in relation to brucellosis

For the purposes of implementing the Ovine and Caprine Brucellosis Eradication Programme, ovine and caprine holdings will be classified as follows: 

M1 -> Holding of unknown health status 

M2 -> Holding tested negative for brucellosis 

M3 -> Brucellosis-free holding 

M4 -> Officially brucellosis-free holding 

M+ -> Brucellosis-infected holding 

Ovine and caprine holdings of unknown health status (M1) in relation to brucellosis are holdings where no blood sampling has been carried out in the last twelve months.

Ovine and caprine holdings that have tested negative for brucellosis (M2) are holdings where all animals or a representative sample of animals over six months old have undergone serological testing with negative results.

Brucellosis-free ovine and caprine holdings (M3) are holdings where:

a) veterinary checks have been carried out by the responsible veterinary authorities,

b) all animals susceptible to brucellosis have i) been free of clinical symptoms ii) tested negative in bacteriological testing (in cases of abortion) and iii) tested negative in serological testing for brucellosis in the past twelve months.

c) if livestock has been vaccinated, vaccination took place 3-6 months after birth 

d) all unvaccinated animals over six months old and all vaccinated animals over 18 months old on the day of blood sampling underwent two tests with negative results with an interval of at least six months and a maximum of 12 months.

e) after the completion of testing for brucellosis the holding’s livestock does not come into contact with livestock that has a lower health status relating to brucellosis, so that animals are either born on the holding or originate from a holding classified as M3 or M4.

Officially brucellosis-free ovine and caprine holdings (M4) are holdings where:

a) veterinary checks have been carried out by the responsible veterinary authorities,

b) all animals susceptible to brucellosis have i) been free of clinical symptoms ii) tested negative in bacteriological testing (in cases of abortion) and iii) tested negative in serological testing for brucellosis in the past twelve months.

c) there are no animals that have been vaccinated within the last two years with the REV-1 vaccine or with another vaccine approved by the competent EU institutions 

d) all animals on the holding over six months old have tested negative in two serological tests, as specified herein, which have been carried out with an interval of between 6 and 12 months 

e) after the completion of testing for brucellosis the holding’s livestock does not come into contact with livestock classified as M1 or M2, and animals were either born on the holding or originate from a holding classified as M3 or M4.

Maintenance of M4 status. In order to retain M4 classification annual tests must be carried out on the holding’s ovine and caprine animals and the results must be negative.

Ovine and caprine holdings infected with brucellosis (M+) are holdings where even one animal has been tested positive according to the Veterinary Laboratory. (In exceptional circumstances where only one positive case is found on an M4 holding, the status is suspended until new serological tests can be carried out on the rest of the livestock, with an interval of not more than four months, as laid down in Article 14).

Article 12 

Commercial and non-commercial movement of livestock in the Eradication Zone

The movement of livestock from the Vaccination Zone to the Eradication Zone is prohibited, apart from breeding farms in the VZ which may sell livestock to holdings in the EZ.

The movement of livestock from holdings classified as M1, M2 and M+ is prohibited.

The movement of livestock from a higher health status holding to one with a lower health status is permitted in the EZ apart from in cases where livestock is being moved from an M3 holding to an M4 holding.

Commercial or non-commercial movement of animals from infected holdings is prohibited unless accompanied by official movement documents - Health certificates, in accordance with the models in the Annex to Article 8 of Joint Ministerial Decision No 263493/16.08.2004 (Government Gazette, Series II, No 1253) as amended and in force by Joint Ministerial Decision 134167/18.04.2011 (Government Gazette, Series II, No 823) Official copies of these must be submitted within seven days to the LVA in the area of destination, along with the notice of changes to the holding’s livestock as laid down in paragraph E of Article 10 of the abovementioned Joint Ministerial Decision so that the arrival of the animal or animals from the holding may be checked.

Movement from the holding during the summer is authorised after a “Licence for movement of ovine and caprine livestock to and from summer pastures” has been issued - Model V of No 263493/16.08.2004 (Government Gazette, Series II, No 1253) as amended by Joint Ministerial Decision No 134167/18.04.2011 (Government Gazette, Series II, No 823), of the LVA decision on winter pastures, as long as the veterinary authority in the area of destination has given prior written consent. Shared grazing and contact between vaccinated holdings and unvaccinated holdings is prohibited. The LVA in the area of destination is responsible for the strict observance of standards that have been laid down for the movement of livestock in summer.

Article 13

The process for upgrading the health status of ovine and caprine holdings from M1 to M4

The process for upgrading the abovementioned health statuses of holdings to officially brucellosis-free holdings (M4) is as follows:

1) All livestock or a representative sample of all livestock on the holding over 6 months old are subjected to serological testing (primary serological tests). The size of the representative sample should amount to 25% minimum of the total number of animals over 6 months old and with a minimum of 50 blood samples per holding, apart from holdings where there are fewer than 50 females where all animals will be checked. The representative sample of animals to be tested must, for each holding, consist of:

i) all non-castrated male animals over six months old,

ii)  all animals brought onto the holding since the previous test,

iii)  female animals of breeding age (sexually mature) or in milk, but no more than 50 per holding.

Blood samples are consigned to the relevant Veterinary Laboratories accompanied by the STR, as laid down in Article 8.

If the results of the primary serological test are negative, the holding will be classified as negative for brucellosis (M2).

2) In cases where the holding is classified as M2 after testing all or a sample of the animals over 6 months old, all animals over 6 months will undergo serological testing 6-12 months after the previous test.

If the results of the second serological tests are negative, the holding may be classified as officially brucellosis-free (M4).

Holdings are classified as M4 provided that:

a) Since testing, the holding’s livestock has not come into contact with animals of holdings with a lower health status in relation to brucellosis,

b) all abortions have been recorded and investigated and no abortion due to bacteria of the genus brucella has been detected,

c) all animals introduced to the holding originate from M4 ovine and caprine holdings.

d) there have been no animals vaccinated against brucellosis on the holding for the past two years.

Article 14 

Suspension or loss of M4 classification

The M4 health status of a holding is suspended in cases where one animal only on the holding tests positive for brucellosis for the first time since M4 classification was awarded. Suspension of M4 classification lasts until the completion of serological testing on all animals on the holding and cannot be extended beyond three months after blood sampling of animals that have tested positive and four months after their slaughter.

M4 classification of a holding is lost in cases where one or more animals on the holding have come into contact with ovine or caprine animals that belong to a holding with a lower health status relating to brucellosis, and will receive this lower classification as a result.

Article 15 

The classification of the region (RU) as officially brucellosis-free

In order for a region (RU) to be classified as officially brucellosis-free, the following conditions must apply:

a) 99.8% of ovine and caprine holdings are classified as officially brucellosis-free (M4) b) no cases of brucellosis have been recorded in the past five years,

c) vaccinations ceased at least three years previously,

d) all cases of abortions on ovine and caprine holdings have been reported, recorded and investigated

e) a system of identification of animals and detailed information for each holding is in place in the region so that it is possible to monitor the movement of animals and track the original and destination holdings of each animal moved.

CHAPTER 4 

MEASURES FOR OVINE AND CAPRINE HOLDINGS INFECTED WITH BRUCELLOSIS

Article 16

Measures for ovine and caprine holdings infected with brucellosis

The measures undertaken on brucellosis-infected holdings are as follows:

1) In the EZ and on the decision of the Regional Committee, the holding is placed in isolation and the introduction and departure of species susceptible to brucellosis is prohibited. This excludes the departure of animals intended for slaughter, which will leave the holding with a special licence issued by the LVA.

If even one animal tests positive after blood sampling on the holding in the EZ, blood samples are taken from all remaining animals on the holding within 10 working days of the laboratory results. Blood sampling is repeated every two months until all test results are negative and the holding may be classified as M2 and the restrictive measures lifted.

In the VZ, only positive-infected animals are placed in isolation until slaughter and all unvaccinated female ovine and caprine animals over three (3) months old are vaccinated as quickly as possible.

2) Infected animals are recorded and identified with a D-shaped tag in the left ear and are isolated from the rest of the animals on the holding until slaughter. An area is designated for diseased or suspect animals that is clearly separated, so that positive-infected animals do not come into contact with the remaining animals on the holding.

3) An epidemiological study is carried out in order to detect sources of contamination and also identify ovine and caprine holdings that are epidemiologically associated with infected holdings. The data from the epidemiological study will be recorded in the Epidemological Investigation Report, the form and content of which is determined by the circular of the Zoonoses Department of the AHD.

4) The aborted embryos, fetal membranes and lambs or kids born dead or that have died straight after birth are destroyed in accordance with the legislation on animal by-products or buried after being sprayed with a suitable disinfectant. The appropriate departments work collectively to ensure all necessary measures for the protection of staff are taken and consignments are sent to the NRL so that the necessary laboratory testing may be carried out for the eradication of the disease.

5) The presence of animals susceptible to ovine and caprine brucellosis (cattle, pigs, dogs and horses) on holdings is prohibited. Where this is the case, these animals are subject to serological testing and positive-infected animals are slaughtered or culled without compensation.

6) The use of milk from infected animals for human consumption is prohibited. This milk, collected in a separate container, must undergo heat treatment and is either used as feed for animals on the holding or destroyed.

7) Milk from non-infected animals on an infected holding is used according to the provisions of Annex III, Section IX, Chapter I, Paragraphs 3-5 of Regulation (EC) No 853/2004.

8) The animals’ manure and litter are collected at the same point and sprayed daily with a suitable disinfectant. Manure does not need to be sprayed with disinfectant if it is covered with a layer of soil. The movement of manure and litter from the holding as well as the use of manure for fertilising crops or vegetables are prohibited until at least three weeks have passed since they were sprayed with a suitable disinfectant approved by the NOP.

9) Litter and fodder that has come into contact with fluids from abortions or births, placentas or fetuses from infected animals are destroyed with heat or buried after being sprayed with a suitable infectant.

10) Material that has come into contact with fluids from abortions or births, placentas or fetuses from infected animals is disinfected through boiling, spraying or immersion in a suitable disinfectant.

11) Slaughter of infected animals must be carried out in accordance with paragraph 6 of Chapter IX of Regulation (EC) No 854/2004 and Article 5 of Presidential Decree 410/94 (Government Gazette, Series I, No 231) 30 days after infected animals were detected at the latest. Movement of animals to the slaughterhouse takes place in accordance with the existing provisions and as long as all necessary measures have been taken to contain the infection.

12) At the slaughterhouse, infected animals undergo a post mortem and will be seized by the bodies designated by the relevant provisions. Samples will also be collected and consigned to the responsible Veterinary Laboratory for histological and bacteriological examination in order to confirm the presence of the disease.

13) After the last positive-infected animal has been slaughtered, all sites and tools on the holding are cleansed and disinfected under the supervision of the LVA. After the completion of disinfection procedures on the holding a decontamination certificate is issued in duplicate. The first copy is kept by the farmer and stored in the holding’s records and the second is kept in the LVA’s records as laid down in the circular of the Zoonoses Department of the AHD.

14) The farmer is notified of the seriousness of the existence of zoonoses on the holding for public health and for the health of those who enter the holding. Compliance with the above-mentioned measures is a prerequisite for successful implementation of the Programme, as well as for the compensation of farmers who must provide written information as regards the biosafety measures that must be implemented on their holdings.

CHAPTER 5 

LABORATORY TESTS AND DIAGNOSIS OF OVINE AND CAPRINE BRUCELLOSIS

Article 17 

Blood samples and positive-infected animals

All blood samples from ovine and caprine animals that are sent to the Veterinary Laboratory must be accompanied

by an STR from the veterinarian who carried out the blood sampling, as issued in the Zoonoses Department’s circular. The health status and history of a holding is extremely important for the laboratory’s conclusion and this is why it is essential that these details are included in the STR.

Blood samples test positive in the Rose Bengal Test (RBT) is when even bond traces are observed whereas in the Complement Fixation Test (CFT) samples test positive is when the title is equal to or greater than 20 ICFTU/ml (screening or titration).

In detail:

A. Blood sampling in the VZ

Blood samples are taken in the VZ from all adult male ovine and caprine animals (or in specific cases from adult female ovine and caprine animals) and are initially tested using the Rose Bengal Test (RBT).

1. For holdings with a history of brucellosis (having produced at least one positive test result) and have not been vaccinated in the current or previous year:

1.1 All animals that test positive in the Rose Bengal Test are slaughtered and compensated.

1.2 In cases where blood samples test positive in the Rose Bengal Test with amounts between 6% and 49%, the remaining negative sera are tested using the CFT. Animals that test positive in either the RBT or the CFT are slaughtered and compensated.

1.3 Finally, in cases where blood samples test positive in the RBT with amounts equal to or greater than 50%, there is no need for a CFT. All sera are considered positive and the animals are slaughtered and compensated.

2. For holdings that do not have a history of brucellosis and have been vaccinated during the current or previous year:

2.1. Positive results in the RBT are checked using the CFT for confirmation. If the results of the CFT are positive, the animals are slaughtered and compensated.

2.2. In cases where blood samples test positive in the RBT with amounts between 6% and 49%, the same applies as in point 1.2.

2.3 Finally, in cases where blood samples test positive in the RBT with amounts equal to or greater than 50%, the same applies as in point 1.3.

B) Blood samples taken in the EZ

Blood samples may be taken from all ovine and caprine animals over six months old in the EZ and initially tested using the Rose Bengal Test (RBT).

1. In cases where test results are positive and the holding is classified as M1, M2, M3 or M4, these are confirmed with a CFT. If the results of the CFT are positive, the animals are slaughtered and compensated.

2. In cases where test results are positive and the holding is classified as M+, every blood serum that has tested positive in the RBT is considered as belonging to an infected animal which is slaughtered and compensated.

3: Regardless of health status, in cases where blood samples test positive in the RBT with amounts between 6% and 49%, all the other negative sera will be tested with a CFT. Animals that test positive in either the RBT or the CFT are slaughtered and compensated.

4: Finally, in cases where blood samples test positive in the RBT with amounts equal to or greater than 50%, there is no need for a CFT regardless of the holding’s health status. All sera are considered positive and animals are slaughtered and compensated.

C) In cases where the Veterinary Laboratory deems a blood sample to be unsuitable, it is rejected and returned to the Veterinary Authority who sent the sample with a document detailing the unsuitability of the sample and giving reasons for its rejection. A fresh blood sample must be taken from the animal concerned.

CHAPTER 6 

RECORDING AND INVESTIGATION OF ABORTIONS

Article 18

Recording and investigation of abortions

All cases of abortion that occur on ovine and caprine holdings in the region where this programme is implemented must be declared and investigated by the LVA, which will keep a specific record of abortions that have been reported in its area of responsibility.

When an abortion is reported an epidemiological investigation is carried out and blood samples are collected from all female animals that have aborted at least two weeks previously and from male animals on the holding for serological testing. Pathological material may also be sent (placental cotyledon, stomach contents in a syringe, fetal liver) for bacteriological testing and isolation of the infectious agent, histological and serological testing at the NRL, with the relevant cover note in order to determine the cause of the abortion.

The details relating to the abortion must be filled out in the Abortion Investigation Reference Report specified in the Zoonoses Department’s circular.

CHAPTER 7 

PROCEDURE FOR POSITIVE BRUCELLOSIS-INFECTED HOLDINGS

Article 19

Slaughter, compensation and repopulation of holdings infected with Brucellosis

For proper implementation of the Programme all ovine and caprine animals must be slaughtered and compensated in accordance with Article 17.

Infected animals must be slaughtered within a period of 30 days (calendar) after it has been decided that the farmer must take measures under veterinary supervision. The decision must be issued within three working days of positive results being recorded. Slaughter of the animals takes place at a designated slaughterhouse on a specified date and time decided by the Veterinary Directorate of the Region. The carcasses undergo post-mortem examination in accordance with the relevant provisions.

When infection is confirmed on one holding in an area that is classified as officially non-infected, all animals on the infected holding are slaughtered regardless of the number infected and are compensated.

In regions where the rate of infection for all holdings is extremely low, between 0.1-1%, total slaughtering of all ovine and caprine animals on the holding may be recommended and compensated accordingly in order to speed up eradication of the disease.

If the rate of infection is especially high on one holding, and equal to or greater than 50%, all the holding’s ovine and caprine animals are slaughtered and the farmer is compensated for the total number of animals.

In the situation outlined above, the slaughter of animals takes place following the proposal of the Regional Committee (paragraph L of Article 3) and permission from the AHD. In order to submit its proposal for investigation of the epidemiological factors behind the infection of the holding, the committee must complete an Epidemiological Investigation Report and prepare the relevant records. The records and Epidemiological Investigation Report must be consigned to the Zoonoses Department of the AHD which is the body responsible for the decision for total slaughtering.

The amount of compensation is laid down in the relevant Joint Ministerial Decision referred to in Article 5.

Article 20 

Repopulation of holdings after total slaughtering of animals

In cases where all animals on a holding have been slaughtered and the holding is repopulated, cleansing and disinfection of the holding’s buildings, facilities and tools is strictly required under the supervision of the LVA before the reintroduction of animals can take place.

After the completion of cleaning and disinfection procedures of sites on a holding, the relevant decontamination certificate is issued by the responsible veterinarian of the LVA.

During repopulation of a holding in the EZ 60 days after the slaughter of the holding’s livestock, in order for the holding to be classified as M4, all animals introduced must have originated from M4 holdings or breeding holdings in the VZ.

Sixty (60) days after the repopulation of a holding, serological testing is carried out by those designated in this Decision on all animals over 6 months old for confirmation.

The holding may retain M4 classification as long as the test results are negative.

As regards the repopulation of holdings in the VZ, new animals that are introduced must come from vaccinated holdings, breeding holdings or holdings classified as M4.

Article 21 Repealing the provisions

This Decision repeals the provisions of Ministerial Decision No 258735/17.07.2007 (Government Gazette, Series II, No 1220) and Ministerial Decision No 258963/29.08.2008 (Government Gazette, Series II, No 1742).

The attached Annex shall form an integral part of this Decision.

This Decision shall enter into force on 1 January 2013 and remain so until it is amended or repealed by another MD.

ANNEX 

Abbreviations

AUTH: Aristotle University of Thessaloniki

DGVS: Directorate-General of Veterinary Services of MRDF

DREV: Directorate for Rural Economy and Veterinary Medicine (of the Regional Unit)

VR: Vaccination Report

RVD: Veterinary Directorate (of the Region)

MSR: Monthly Supervision Report

STR: Serological Testing Report

AHD: Animal Health Directorate of the MRDF

EU: European Union

NRL: National Reference Laboratory for Brucellosis in Larissa 

NOP: National Organisation for Pharmaceuticals 

EZ: Eradication Zone 

VZ: Vaccination Zone

DVSDAAW: Directorate of Veterinary Support, Drugs, Applications and Animal Welfare (of the MRDF)

ACVI: Athens Centre of Veterinary Institutes

TCVI: Thessaloniki Centre of Veterinary Institutes

JMD: Joint Ministerial Deci