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Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza
version : 2.2

1. Identification of the programme 

Member state : KYPROS

Disease : avian influenza in poultry and wild birds

Request of Community co-financing from beginning of : 2013 to end of 2013

1.1  Contact

Name : ALEXANDROS KONIS, MICHALIS COSTOULLOS

Phone : +357 22805180

Fax. : +357 22805176

Email : mcostoullos@vs.moa.gov.cy

2. Description and implementation of the surveillance programme in 
poultry

2.1.1  Designation of the central authority in charge of supervising and  
coordinating the departments responsible for implementing the 
programme

(max. 32000 chars) : 

The Veterinary Services of the Ministry of Agriculture Environment and Natural Recourses are responsible 
for the implementation of the control program of Avian Influenza . 
Within the Veterinary Services, the Animal Health and Welfare Division  is responsible for the 
coordination and supervision of the programme. The five District Veterinary Offices with the five Rural 
Veterinary Stations are responsible for the collection and transport of samples to the Veterinary Services' 
Laboratories. 
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2.1.2  System in place for the registration of holdings 

(max. 32000 chars) : 

BREEDING FLOCKS 
The central authority has registered officially all holdings with breeding flocks according to Κ.Δ.Π. 
317/2002, which transfers Directive 90/539/EΕC into Cyprus national law. 
LAYING FARMS 
The central authority has registered officially all holdings with layer flocks according to Κ.Δ.Π. 761/2003, 
which transfers Directives 1999/74/EC and 2002/4/EC into Cyprus national law. According to this all 
laying hen holdings of more than 350 laying hens should be registered with the Veterinary Services. 
Packing centres are registered according to Cyprus national law N. 276(I)2004. 
BROILER FARMS 
There is no legal basis for the registration of broiler farms. However the Veterinary Services keep a 
database with the broiler farms. 
TURKEYS 
There are no turkey breeding flocks in Cyprus. Day-old chicks are imported from Member States to 
broiler farms for fattening and slaughter for the period of Christmas.   
 

2.1.3  Design (risk based or surveillance based on representative sampling)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

The programme will be implemented from 1st January 2013 until 31 December 2013.  
All samples are to be tested in the NRL of Cyprus and in case of positive results, samples will be sent to 
the CRL for confirmation. 
Samples are to be taken from chickens (breeding hens, laying hens and free range broilers), fattening 
turkeys, quails, partridges, pigeons, backyard poultry and zoo and imported companion birds 
according to Commission Decision 2010/367/EC. 
 
Sampling 
Blood sampling for serological examination will be collected from 10 birds (except quails) per holding 
or in cases of holdings consisting of more than one shed from 5 birds per shed. Blood samples from 
chickens (breeding hens, laying hens and free range broilers), fattening turkeys, partridges and 
backyard poultry will be collected on the farm. Blood samples from quails and pigeons will be collected 
at the slaughterhouse.  
All holdings of each species will be included in the sampling frame for serological examination. 
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Sampling scheme in breeding flocks 
All parent stock is imported to Cyprus as day-old chicks. There are 4 breeding companies, who own in 
total 16 approved breeding holdings, of which 10 holdings house rearing and adult breeding flocks, 2 
holdings house exclusively rearing breeding flocks and 4 holdings are hatcheries. A total of 49 sheds 
exist. Day-old chicks are sold to laying hen or broiler farms within Cyprus. The samples that will be 
collected  from breeding flocks are 255. 
 
Sampling scheme in broilers 
There is one free range broiler farm, which will be included in the sampling frame for the surveillance 
on Avian Influenza. Surveillance in that farm will consist of 10 samples every three months, a total of 40 
samples. 
 
Sampling scheme in layers 
There are 26 conventional laying hen holdings with 68 sheds. Ten blood samples will be collected from 
holdings having one shed and five blood samples per shed in holding with more than one shed. The 
total number of blood samples to be collected from conversional layer farms is 370 samples 
There are 14 free range and organic laying holdings with 28 sheds. Surveillance on those farms will 
consist of 5 blood samples per shed or 10 blood samples in case of a holdings having one shed 
collected every three months, a total number of 680 samples. 
 
Sampling scheme in turkey holdings 
There are no breeding farms for turkeys in Cyprus. There are 8 holdings for fattening turkeys either on a 
yearly or a seasonal basis, from September to December for slaughter for Christmas. There are 6 
holding with only 1 shed,1 holding with 4 sheds and 1 holding  with 5 sheds . The total number of 
blood samples to be collected from turkeys is 6*1*10=80 samples+1*4*5=20 samples+ 1*5*5=25 
samples=105 samples. 
 
Sampling scheme in partridges 
There are 5 holdings for partridges with an average of 2 sheds per holding. Therefore the total number 
of blood samples to be collected from partridges will be 2*5*5=50 samples. 
 
Sampling scheme for pigeons. 
There is one pigeon holding. 10 samples will be collected . 
 
Sampling scheme for quails:   
There is one quail holding. 15 blood samples will be taken every 3 months, a total of 60 samples. 
 
Sampling scheme in duck holdings 
There are no duck holding in Cyprus. In case ducks are placed for fattening, 60 blood samples will be 
taken, equally distributed on quarterly basis, namely 15 samples per quarter. 
 
Sampling scheme in backyard poultry 
Blood samples from backyard poultry will be collected from high risk areas (The high risk areas are 
consider to be areas where salt pits and other wetlands are found -Dasaki Achnas, Larnaca and Acrotiri- 
where migratory wild water birds are gathered. Backyard poultry will be sampled from those areas 
since they are of higher risk due to the presence of migratory wild water birds) in Cyprus (200 blood 
samples to be tested). 
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2.1.3.1 Short description of  predominant poultry population and types of 
poultry production

(max. 32000 chars) : 

 
BREEDING FLOCKS GALLUS GALLUS 
In Cyprus there are only 4 breeding companies which have in total 16 breeding holdings and 4 
hatcheries. Out of the 16 breeding holdings, 14 house parent stock for broilers and 2 for layers. There are 
in total 52 sheds housing parent stock for broilers and 2 sheds housing parent stock for layers. 
LAYING FLOCKS GALLUS GALLUS 
There are 26 conventional laying hen holdings with 68 sheds and14 free range and organic laying 
holdings with 28 sheds.  
BROILER FLOCKS GALLUS GALLUS 
There are 106 broiler farms out of which only one is free range broiler farm. 

2.1.3.2 Criteria and risk factors for risk based surveillance(1)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

The surveillance programme is based on Representative Sampling, according to Tables 1 and 2 of Annex 
I to Commission Decision 2010/367/EU. 
Due to the small number of holdings in each poultry category, all poultry holdings will be tested in the 
framework of the surveillance programme.

(1) Including maps showing target sampling sites identified as being particularly at risk for the introduction of avian 
influenza virus, taking into account criteria set out in point 4 of Annex I to Commission Decision 2010/367/EC. 

  
 

2.2 Target populations  (2)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Samples are to be taken from chickens (breeding hens, laying hens and free range broilers), fattening 
turkeys, quails, partridges, pigeons, backyard poultry.
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(2) including MS specific exceptional circumstances as described in Annex I point 3 of Commission Decision 2010/367/EU) 
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