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Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza
version : 2.2

1. Identification of the programme 

Member state : MALTA

Disease : avian influenza in poultry and wild birds

Request of Community co-financing from beginning of : 2013 to end of 2013

1.1  Contact

Name : Dr. Anthony Gruppetta

Phone : 0035625905168

Fax. : 0035625905182

Email : cvo.mrae@gov.mt

2. Description and implementation of the surveillance programme in 
poultry

2.1.1  Designation of the central authority in charge of supervising and  
coordinating the departments responsible for implementing the 
programme

(max. 32000 chars) : 

The Agriculture and Fisheries Regulation  Department, Albertown, Marsa is responsible for the 
programme. The National Veterinary Laboratory is responsible for testing and dispatch of samples to the 
CRL. 
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2.1.2  System in place for the registration of holdings 

(max. 32000 chars) : 

• Sampling shall take place between January and December 2013. 
The targeted population are layer flocks. 
• Samples shall be tested at the National Veterinary Laboratory in Malta using ELISA and any positive 
samples sent to the CRL for confirmatory testing. 
• Any Confirmed positive holdings will be retrospectively investigated by the Veterinary Regulation 
Department. .

2.1.3  Design (risk based or surveillance based on representative sampling)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

As Malta is not in a position to carry out a sufficiently evidence based assessment of risk pathways for 
infection of poultry flocks in its territory, surveillance programme based on a representative sample as 
outlined in Annex 1 of Commission Decision 367/2010 will be adopted.

2.1.3.1 Short description of  predominant poultry population and types of 
poultry production

(max. 32000 chars) : 

The only Target Populations present in the Maltese Islands as set out in point 3  Annex 1 of Commission 
Decision 367/2010 are laying hens (a) the other varieties of poultry listed (b to l) are not reared on a 
commercial level.

2.1.3.2 Criteria and risk factors for risk based surveillance(1)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

As Malta is not in a position to carry out a sufficiently evidence based assessment of risk pathways for 
infection of poultry flocks in its territory, surveillance programme based on a representative sample as 
outlined in Annex 1 of Commission Decision 367/2010 will be adopted.
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(1) Including maps showing target sampling sites identified as being particularly at risk for the introduction of avian 
influenza virus, taking into account criteria set out in point 4 of Annex I to Commission Decision 2010/367/EC. 

  
 

2.2 Target populations  (2)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

An  evidence based assessment of risk pathways for infection of poultry flocks in the Maltese territory, 
has not been carried out.  
The only target populations present in the Maltese Islands as set out in point 3  Annex 1 of Commission 
Decision 367/2010 are laying hens (a) the other varieties of poultry listed (b to l) are not reared on a 
commercial level. 
All  target populations, that is, laying hens will be sampled. This will be carried out when flocks are 
sampled for salmonella according to the Salmonella National Control Programme. 
There are currently 38 operational holdings with layers on the Maltese islands.  
 On the bases of Annex 1 of Commission Decision 367/2010, point 5 (representative sampling method) ,
table 1(Number of poultry holdings to be sampled in each poultry production category) all 38 holdings 
will be sampled.  
In line with point 5.2 of Annex 1 of Commission Decision 367/2010, between10 and 20  samples will be 
collected from each of the houses. 
 
The only Target Populations present in the Maltese Islands as set out in point 3  Annex 1 of Commission 
Decision 367/2010 are laying hens (a) the other varieties of poultry listed (b to l) are not reared on a 
commercial level.

(2) including MS specific exceptional circumstances as described in Annex I point 3 of Commission Decision 2010/367/EU) 
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