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GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE NATH)INAL SALMONELLA
CONTROL PROGRAMME IN BROTLER FLOCKS OF GALLUS GALLLUS
INACC. TO |[COMMISSTON DECISTON: 90/424/5F.C, 2004/450WEC

PART A

a} Aim of programme: To carmy out a monitoring and control programme for Zoonotic
Salmonella in broiler Mocks of CGallus gallus in accordance to Council Regulalion
216042003 and Commission Regulation 6462007 in order to achieve a reduction of the
provalence of Salmonelfa enteriticiy and Sa/monella tvphimurium. Those locks found
infected with Safmoneila tephimurinm and Salmonelfn enrevitidis will be condemned and
culled, in order w0 zchieve a reduction in the prevalence of these seeotvpes in the national
flock, as indicated in Commission Regulation 64672007 article 1:-

* reduction of maximum percentage of flocks of broilers remaining posilive of
Salmonefla enteritidis and Salmonelia tophivnium to 1% or less by the 31 December
LI

The control programme will run for three conseentive vears, having started in 2009,

A flock of broilers shatl be considered positive for the presence of verilying the
achievement ol the Community target, where the presence of Salponella enteritis andior
Salmonella nephinarivon (other than vaceine strains) was detected in the Nock aany
cooasion,

Positive flocks shall be counted only ance per round, imespective of the number of
sampling and testing eperations and only be reported in the vear oF the Arst positive
sampling.

h) Relevant animsl population amd phases of production covered by the

programme;
hrnilers — hirds o weeks prior to slaughter

€] The control programmes have been approved by the Ministry. [Tuman resources for
laboratory testing have been reeruited. Further culls for permaenent posts within tie
laboratory are going Lo be (ssued in the coming months, Enforcement can be carricd out
to ensure compliance with part I of Council Regulation 2160/2003.

1.Ciencral

I.1 The control programme wits based oa the infomation available (rom 2 base line study
carried out in 2004, A cross-sectional survey of poultey carcasses was carmicd oul from
January (0 Aogust 2004, 16 determine the prevalence of Zoonotic Salmonella, The
samplos were taken at the slavshtechouses accarding o theie cespective throeghput, The
sumpling scheme was desimed to detect a provalence of 50% with a confidence level of
9524,



A total ol 418 samples were coilected and analvsed at the Mational Veterinary Labocatery
within the Velerinary Regulation, Fisheries Conservation and Controd Division.

The isolates woere senl abroad to be fyped al VLA - Woeybridge =LK,

The prevalence of salmonella spp. In the local poultry meat was of 26.8% {out of 418

samples, 112 resulted positive).
With repards to the distribution of positivity per month, it appears that August, March

and July arc the months were the peak positivity was registered, with 33 8%, 40.6% and
25 T respectively.

Percentage of positivity per month

4504

Total samples

0 Total Sampled
M Total +ve
% of positivity

B Total Sampled | 7 [18]10]59|61|45|70] 52|41
W Total +ve 1|1]|43{14| 3| 4 [18]28]|11
‘0% of positivity | 14]5.5| 41|24 |4.9)8.9 26|54 |27
Mornths

With regards 1o the serovars isolated, 1his study has shown that with 23 isolates,
Kedougot 15 the serovar with the highest incidence. loliowed by Bredeney with 23
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Kenucky with 20, Typhimurium with 18 and Inlfantis with t2, These serovars represent
§7% of the total rositivity (sco table above),
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Seidmoneltoa enteritids represented 3.6% ol the serovars isolated while Safmonciia
fuphimuzinm 16.1%. Out of a total of 418 samples. 18 samples were infeeted with
Setfmonelie tuphimariim and 4 were infocted with Safmonella enferitidis.

Forllowing the information available; it was assumed, when fivst preparing the control
programmes. thal at least over 4.3% of flocks are infected with Sadmonella tuphimoriem,
while over 1% are infected with Salmonella ernteritidis.

FHowever, in 2008, Malla carried out the basching study on broiler carcasses for
Salmonella spp. and Campylobacter according o Commission Decision 2Z007/516/1:C. A
1odal of 367 samples were analysed and 77 were positive 1o Salmonella spp. isolation, Out
of %4 larms from which carcasses had been collected, 42 were positive, Safmaonelfa
fuprrimine was solated ftom 10 fwms, while Safmowella eaterfridis was not isolated.
Setmonellu bredney (representing 36.3% of positives) and Safmonclia keatucky
{representing 19.4% ol positives) were the maost frequent]y isolated. These results lead us
to noww expect a larger number of tarms positive [or Safmonelia yphimurium than what
was prodicted based on the 2004 study,

In Malta, Salmoenclla is the most frequently isotated souree ot food bome cases in
humans, even though the current wend is showing a rise in Campylobacter. Salmonelia
enteritidis followed by Salmowefla rvphimurium are the serovars responsible for the
highest number of food poisoning cases in humans, both ir sporadic and outbreak
episndes. The majority of outbreaks oceur in summer. This is probabiy inffuenced by the
average high ambient temperatures of 35 © € that enables optimal growth and also due 1o
the high concentration ol social events in that period.
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1.2 Strecture and vrganization of the eompetent authority
The competent authority tor the impiementation of the Salmonella National Controd

prograimme in broilers of Gallus gallus is the Veterinary Regulation, Fisheries

Conservation and Contral Mivision {VREIFCCD), which falls under the Ministry for
Resources and Rural Affairs. The VRFCCD is the competent autherity respensible for
drawing up the national control programmes under Council Regulation 2160/2003,
organizing, execuling, eollecting and reporting of all data.
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1.3 Laboratories:

The National Vetertnary Laboratory of the VRFCCD will be responsibie for the analysis
of the samples collected under the framework of this programme. The laboratory, o date,
is. not acerediled, however quality assurance systems will be in accordance to the
requirements of current /S0 standards. ‘The National Reference Laboratory does not
yet organize ring trials. however through the NRI, the national veterinary laboratory will
be participating in ring trails organized by reference laborataries for which the NRL also
participates.

The sampling scheme to e carried out by the operator wHl be conducted also by the
computent avthority as detailed in peint 1.5 and therefore ne private laboratories will be
invalved in anaivsis that [all under this contro] propramme.

1.4 Examination of samples

Samples will be collected by VRECCD siafVand kept relrigerated until receipt ar the
laboratory, which will be within 24 hours frum colicction, The samples will be cxamined
within 48 hours from receipt and kept relrigerated until such time.

Boot swabs wken from one same house will be pooled together.

Analysis of the bool swahs and environmenial samples will be carried out in accordance
tr Commissien Regulation 646/2007. The method of analysis used is that recommended
by the Community Reference aboratory for Salmonella, being the current version of
draft Anncy D of [SO 6379 {2002%: “Detection ol Salmonella spp. in animal facces and in
samples of primary peoduction”. Modified semi-solid Rappaport-Vassitiadis medium
(MSREWY will be used as a single selective medium. Serolyping will be carrted following
the Kaontfmann-White scheme.

1.5 Official controls

At feed -level

The raw materiais used are normally of EL certified arigin (see point 2.2.)

Official sumpling for Salmonella testing on [eeds has been set up. An approximate ol
[iftesn samples (rom the different types ol feed produced locally will be analysed from
the feedmills every semester. These will be wsted for Salmanclla spp and antimivrobial-
residug.

At flock-level
s Taking into consideration the strocture of the poultry industry and the
epidemiological situation, the competent authority would be carrying out
sampling of all broiler flocks registered and operational once annualiy, between 2
3 weeks of age, imespective of the farm capacity.
The number of the boot/sock swabs wr be taken depends on the capacily ol the
fart. This would substitute one of the sampling under the responsibility of the
Gperator.
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s The competent authority will be also taking over the sampling delegated to the
food business aperator, a5 laid down in Commission Regudation 646/2007, in
consideration of the imited capacity of the tarms and that there are no privale
laboratories approved for salmonella microbiological lesting in Malta.

s [n case ol suspicion of Safmonella enteritidic or Salmonedla nphimnrivm | a3
result of an epidemiclogical investigation of toed-bome outbreaks i accordance
o Articie 8 of Directive 2003:99/FEC of the Europgan Parliament and of the
Couneil.

» Dt the above mentioned siteation or in any other case considered appropriste,
birds Irom the same flack under contrad, will be taken 1o venty antibiotic residue
analvsis on muscle, W acertain that the birds are not affecied by the use of
antimicrobials.

Sampling sehueme;

The birds are kepl in enclosed houses. with the exceplion of two farms that have a cage
system. There are ne free-range farms on the Maltese Islands, On any one farm there
could be more than one house, however the houses are in very close proximity. All farms
operate an all in-all oot system and have the same management.

Farms usually manage torear 4 5 cyeles per year. The age of siaughter of the broilers
can vary depending on the market demand, however on average the animals are
slaughtered hetween 5 — 6 weeks,

I I.tﬂ_rget-éd a&mn_; ) e Bumples to be taken ...__.
Broilers: 2 weeks prior to
slaughter {i.e hetween 2-3 Boot/sock swabs™

weeks of age)

*The number ol the boot/sock swabs W be taken depends on the capacity of the Fum.

Distribution of sampling:-

(£) Six pairs of bool/sock swabs will be 1zken on the one farm having a holding capacity
ol over 50,000 {three howses will be sampled).

(i1} Four pairs ol boot / sock swahs {i.c. two houses will be sampled} will be taken on
those Farms having a halding capacity ranging fom under 30,000 10 10,000

(it Only 2 boot swabs will he taken on all other farms rom one house an the farm per

praducrion cycle.

The collection of samples, transport, delection and tvping are as already indicated in
points 1.3 and 1.4



At slaughterhouse devel:
OffGeial contrats for salmonella monitoring a1 slaughterhouse level arg not vet in place. A
risk aszessment has been carried out and the following plan (s being proposed.
Considering that the four slanghterhouses have similar capacity;

five carcass sampies will be tested from one slaughter house per month, Bach month a
dilferent slaughrerhouse will be 1argeted, therefore covering the four slaughterhauses
thres timws a yoear,

The samples will be taken at random within the month. These samples will be tested al
the National Yetetinary Laboratory. Requirements 1 as in Annex [l of Regulation
216072003 EC for lresh meat will be followed,

The aperators carty out regular contrels on the culs they produce once 2 month which
include also iselation for Salmonclla spp. These samples arc analysed at a private
laboratery.

1.6 Mcasures iaken with regards to animals and products in which Salmonella spp.
is detected.

Council Regulatinn 216002003, Commission Regulation 111772006 and Commission
Reoulation 64672007 are dircetly applicable. Only those poultry flocks und their products
{found 1 be infected with Sefmonelfa enteritidis andfor Scfmonella tuphinrinm, will be
constdercd uniit tor human consumption and will be withheld and destroyed in
accordance to articles 610 11 of CAP. 437, Veterinary Services Act

{i} In cases were other Salmoncla spp. are solated action will be taken for those serovars
of public health importance as recommended by the LIF'SA and the Commission,
However even those serovars frequently isolated locally will be addressed. W ihere is a
change in the local trend ol the most frequently isolated serovars, during the three-year
period of the programme; this will be laken inlo consideration, Requirements L as in
Anmex 1T of Regulation 2160/2003% EC concerning fresh meat will be followed.

Action 1aken whon other Salmonella spp. of public health importance are isolated:-
s The official veterinarian i/c of poultry and/ o veterinary support officerfs from
the poultry section of Animat [lealth will carry out an investigation on the Farm,
s Thuey would also he responsible for re-sampling when the case arises.
s Re-analysis would be run in parailel with the Public Health Laboratory (National
Relerence Taboratory for Salmencllal.



In case there 5 reconticmadion of the targeted serovars Lhe following aceons arc
taken:-

e Eradication will not be mandatory, however it may be considered in certain cases,

»  Biosccurity mcasuccs will be strengthened to ensure that the infection does not
spread to other haldings: such a5, ne movement of live animals lrom fam,
extornal disinlection of vehicles transporting products out of farm and propoer
disinfeetion of equipment used.

o After all infeeted flock has been slavghtered: operations on the farm will be
ternporartly suspended, tollowing an arder of the CVO, Thorough ¢leaming and
disinfoetion procedures will be carried owl. Repopulation will be permitted only
prce TWo consecutive environmental sampling batches taken at a distance of two
weeks have resulted negative to Salmonella spp. isolation.

(it} IF a positive case of isolation of Safmonelia enveriticlis or Salmoncila tvphimuriom s
confiemed (refer to point Part B33 then the Mock will be considered a5 vnti lor human
consumption and condemned.
«  Evenon cases that theee are different houses on the helding, all the holding will be
considered infected.
o The infected flock would be slaughtered on tarm and the carcasses disposed of as
described in detall in points 4.4.4 and 4 4.0
»  There are no measures to treat salmonella — infected products. Such products
wordd have W be destroyed by incincration.
There i one public incincrator which falls under the administration of the Waste Serv
Lid, which falls under the Ministey of Resources and Rural Affairs, Recalled products
have to be transportad in leak-proot comtainers provided for by the Waste-Serv Tad and
then the products will be destroved through incineration.

No vaccmation programme against Salmoneffa enteritidis with enher ive or dead
vaeoines are carried out on the national flock .

1.7 Naticoal legislation relevant to the implementation of the programme.

The Veterinary Scrvice Act, Chapter 437, art 5.1, states that “the Minister may prescribe
rules concerning the prevention and controel of discases™. Sce attached Annex 2 tor the
full list of 130 legislation transposcd.

Council and Comumission regulations are directly applicable.

i2



1.8 Finanecial assistanee provided to food and feed businesses in the context of the
programme.

The Veterinary Service Acl, Chapter 4537, an FE.| regards financial contribution in
connection with national schemes for the eradication of panticular discases.

*Collection of information on Zoonosis and Zeonotic Agent Rules™ - LN 78/2005 art &.1.
regulates financial contribution for zoonotic control programmos.

The financial contribution would only be caiculated and confirmed at the closure of the
cradication procedures. However an estimate of the costings would be as followsy:
Birds will be calculated at 3 euro per bird.

Incineration would cost 750 cure per ton.

Transport of products or carcasses would cost approximately 60 curo por ton.

Culling of tlocks is estimated al 300 Huro per ton (1000 birds = [lon).

Feeds will be culeulated at current market prices: about 330 euro per ton.

2, Comeerning food and feed businesses covered by the programme,

2,1 Structure of the production of the given species and products thereof

Fhere are no parent stock flocks on the Islonds of Mata and Gozo.

There are two registered hatcherics on the 1siand of Maha.

[Tatching Regulations [.N48 of 1997, lavs down the provisions that regulate the national
hatchery establishments.

I latching egys are imported from LU member states, primarily from l'rance, [laly,
Netherlands and Belgium, All consignments are impoited with the official Intra Trade
Cenihicate issued according o Council Mhreetive 33990, In 2008, 2 total of 38173140
broiier hatching ewgs were imported.

The hateheries are obliged w the report o the VFRCCTY, as competent authority, the
rumber of hatching eges imponed, submitting a copy of imporlirade documents. The
competent authoriiy then prints out a ~hatch tepon®™ which is passcd on to the hatchery,
This form is retumed 1o the competend awthority once the particular batch ol egas have
heen hatched and seld. This hateh report includes a lisy of Farms which are the destination
of ¢hicks sold.

A movemnent document s issued by the competenl asthority and given to the farmer.
This decurnent follows the flock up to the slapghterhouse, where the slaughterhouse Mlls
in the number ol birds sliughtered. The movement document is then retumed to the
competent althority to suthorize the granting of monctary sebsidies.

+  Broiler Fanms

" Toizl Number of regisiered ! Malta Gora
L latms
. 130 T 29




»  Holding capacity of Farms

Capacity '_ ~No. of tarms o :

L - Over 50.000 | L

. 20,000 -49.99% . i
7 1ngo0-19,999 2

5,000 - 9,999 L 33 B

2000499 | ae ]

000 1999 N I ____ |

_ lessthan 1000 [ 10

The majority af faims have a small capacity.

» [ocal Slaughterhouses
There are tour slaughlerhouses [unctioning. All are situated on the island of

Malta. Two are situated in the nerth (Mos. 30 7 33) while two are situated in the
outh (Nos.58 / 631

In 2008:; 3,1 E8.910 brotlers were slaughtered. The average live weighl is 2.24kps
per broiler.

Poultry are slaughtered after 8pm in the south while the slaughterhouses in the
north work during the very early morning hours, ‘The slaughwerhouses operatcon 4
five-day week.

e Capacity of slaughterhouses

! fi]aughlerlibusc m ; .l:'iﬂi[‘_‘-" uapu:ﬁfi}" T Annual wraont for :
_____ ] _ heads/ hour 2008 / kg livewgt
No.s0 B joe 1.996.216
L Nos3 L G 2,356,257 _
No.5% T e 1,055,283

- TNeS3 e T 1367465

2.2 Structure of the production of feed,

There are six eed mills. These feed mills imporl and produce the majority of feed
supplicd to local farms. An average of 200,000 tons ol all 1ypes of animal feed is
produced per vear. The two larger teed mills import premixes [rom approved 151
countrics {predominantly UK) These are mixed with other ingredienis such as cercals
and soya imported from FU and Non-EU countries, The other tour smalker feed mills
import concentrates which are then mixed with other ingredients such as cereals.

A small number af {arms carry out home mixing using concertrates to obiain a mash,
Legal notice 374/2000) regutates the responsibility of feed mills. An official letter will be
sent to all feed mills and fimms carrying out home mixing, wherchy they will be held
responsible for esting their final products. The teed mills will be requested 0 submit a
plan for the follgwing vear by November, to the computent autherity stating their



sampling programme with supparting information. The competent authority will have
twenty (203 warking days to send in any remarks. The foedmill will he obliged by law to
teansmit their results quarterly 1o the competent autherity: uniess Sulmonella emteritidis
o Sulmonella tephimrinm are isolated. [n such cases, the feedmill is 1o report within
three working davs to the competent authority. Recall of infected products or any other
appropriate action would be wken following an investigation and retesting carried out by
the competent authority. Those broiler furms carrying owl home mixing will be obliged
1o conduct microbioiogical anatysis for Salmenella in the same way a5 the teed miils,
They will aiso be required 1o submit a sampling plan to the competent authority with all
stipporting informaticon. The same obligations for reporting applicable 1o the teed mills
will also apply incases ol Safmonelio fyphimirium or Salmonella enierifidis positive
samples. The competent authority would then carry outan investigation and 1esting of
{eed and flock.

Follewing confirmed positive resueles the actions stated i point 4.4.4 would apply.

2.3 Relevant guidelines for gond animal husbandry practices or other gridelines on
hinsecurity measures.

Detailed gueidelines for good husbandry practices and biosceurity measures on pouliry
[arms are beiny Analized. General guidelines are covered in the Code of Goed
Agricuiwre Practice (Cogap).

It covers certain practices such as:

+ the puidelines fur storace of feed
+ the quality of building material

¢ need for a vehicls disinfection pits
* qecessity of a manure clamp

All farms praducing manure have to store solid manure in an enclosed place Known a3
the manure clamp, for six months a year (from the 15" October to 13™ Macch), AN farms
are to have a |eak prool cesspit. to coltect foul waler arising from cleaning ete, The
manure clamp is to be connecled e the cesspit. The water is Kept for 13 days then
eqllected by a bowser. These repulations serve to reduce the enviroumental pollution and
the nitrate tovel in fields fertilised with manure. [lowever, they also provide a ool 1
permil biosecurity measures to limit spread of discase.

Creneral guideiines on good animal hushandry and biosccurity guidelines covering
hvgiene management, measures to be taken in cases ol salmonella infection and hygienc
during transport will be drawn up.

Hygiene management on farm:

The farmer has to obtain an authorizalion form from the competent authorily (annex. 20 o
be ahle 1o huy the day-old chicks from the hatchery. This autherization is generated only
if there is at least a nine — week time lapse front the previous authorization. [t this way
and average of three wecks separates the different rounds hreed. After a flock has been all
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slaughtered, the holdings arc well - cleaned out around the perimeter. The bedding is
removed and the place is swept and washed with appraved disinfectants. A vast majority
also whilewash with lime. Pest contrel {mice, rats and hirds) is generally addressed
through the use of nets on Lhe windows, blacking any holes in the building structures and
the use of venom. Some firms inserl Macks of venoem in plastic tubes which are placed
around the perimeter ol'the holding, while athers spread the venom, Some fanns also use
pans with foam svaked in disinfectant owtside the sheds Tor disinfecting boots, however
nat all farmers change their clothing prior to entering the sheds.

Measures for preventing inleclions:

Maost holdings have pits for the disinlection of the vehicles entering or leaving the
oremiscs. However neng have separate entrances. The feed is bought [resh from the feed
mills, even though there are those that also have Ltheir own silos. Thae to the 1sland’s high
humidity levels, firmers are not in the habit of storing large quantities of feed to avoid
the formation of yeasts and moulds. Foeds are usually kept in their bags within the sheds
in dark, drv cormners,

The watce-supply can be dirged from the main governiment suppiy of from private bore
holes. In the lader case. contral of the water is purcly viduntary, however from the
information we have this is not frequently carried owt unless the family use the water
from the bore hole for their ovn personal use,

‘The majority of tarins are small in capacity and are lamily-run, therefore one or two
people would be responsible for the daily management of the animals. There is no legal
obligation for people handling live animals 1o camy out medical checks, Qutsiders are
brought in the holding solely tor the purpose of catching the birds prior to slaughter.
The farmers transponis ihe live birds to the skaughterhouses using their own personal
trucks which are cleaned out by the farmer himsell, however the crates are borrowed
frar the slaughterhouse. The cleaning and disinfeetion of the crates is the respensibility
ol the staughterhouse.

2.4 Rontine veterinary supervision on farm.

Farms are visited routinely throush ante-mortem healih checks carried out by privae
veterinarians. Prior (o slaughter, most Farmers, especizlly the larger capacity producers,
request ante-mortem inspection from a privite veterinarian whe certifies the size of the
flock, that there are no symptoms of disease as that the Nock is considered T w be
slaughtercd for human eonsumption. The veterinarian also cerlifies that no medicinals
hizve been adniinistered.

One of the largest local feed mills provides free wechnical support. A fot ol the tarmars

buying their leed from ghis foed mill make regular use of the technical personncl, 1 there
1s any cause [or suspicion, the company’s veterinarian is then called out.
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2.5 Registration of furms.
[egal notice | 19/2005 under chapter 36 of the national tegistation enforces registration of

all tarms having mare than 20 broilers.

There is also the Special Marketing Policy Programme Maltese Agricubure (SMPPMA)
which cntitles only registered business operators to u refind of 0.58curo cents per broiler
slaughtered.

2.6 Record keeping at Farm.

IFarmers are oblized w keep detailed records, This is enforeed through the {Tlting in of the
information requested on the movement. Subsidy payments depend on the said
intformation being accurate and corvect, AN farms have an offieial register they have to
fill in datly to keep very basic records like daily montality, wmperature, feed consumption
and thay cun also make other additional notes (c.g. when they mect unexpecied high
martality}. In this regisier they must also keep medicinal records related 10 every
individual batch ol broilers that has o be filled in by Lheir private veterinarian. Any
medical prescriptions have to be attached 1o this register. This book is presented to the
official veterimarian at the slaughterhouse.

2.7 Dacaments to gecompany animals when dispacched.
Decuments Lo accompany animals when dispatched :
{i} Document accompanying birds from haichery 1o holding:
The farmer has to obtuin an authorization form from the competent authoricy
to be able to buy the day-okd chicks from the hatchery.

(i} PJocwmentls accompanying birds from holding te slaughterhouse.
{n the infermation held in the hateh report, a movement document is issued
hy the competent authority and given to the fammer. This document loflows
the flock up to the slaughterhouse, where the slaughterhouse fills in the
numnber of birds slaughtered. ‘The movement duocument 15 then returned to the
competeat authority 1o authorize the grarting of monctary subsidies.

The Farmer can also bring the certificate issued by o privale veterinarian who
would have carried out an ante-mortem inspeclion on farm prior to the flock
Jeaving the holding. [F the farmer does not present an ant-mortem inspection,
theretore the official veterinarian carries out the ante-marent at the
slaughterhouse.

The Farmer is also obliged 10 present the farm register especially i an
ante mortem 15 not carned out by a private votcrinarian on fam,



PARTB

1. ldentification of programme

Member Stare Malla _
 Discase _Infection of animals with Zoonotic
o o | Salmonelio spp B __;'
Animal population covered by the | Broiler flocks of Gallus gallus
piogramme — . —_— .
~ Year of Implementation o 2010 S L
. Reference ef this document MT SAL-BRO1D :
Contact Name o [or Anthaony Gruppetta DG

- Civil Abauoir
Alberiown, Marsa
Malta

. Tl +330.25905 168 _

' Fux: -367 23005182 i

‘ e-mail; evamraciE@ noy. mt

2" contact person: Dr. Susan Chircop
Tel; 135625095304
‘ *e-mail: susan.chircop@aov.nt

| Dale sent 1o the Comm lssion E".”_’ April 2009

1. Historical data on the epidemiological evelution of Zoonotic salmanella

T 2008, Maila carried out the baseline study on broiler carcasses for Salmonella spp. and
Campylobacter aceording to Commission Decigion 200773 16/FC, A total of 367 samples
were analysed and 77 were pusitive 1o Salmonclla spp. isolation. Out of %4 furms [rom
which carcagses had been collected, 42 were positive, Sufmonella tiphimurion was
isolated from 10 farms, while Safmonella exmteriticlis was nol isolated. Safmonelia
breduey (representing 36.3% of positives) and Safmoneifa kenaeky (representing 19.4%
of positives) were the most Teguently isolated, These results lead us to now expect a
larger number of farms positive for Selmanedla fephivriue than what was predieted
based on the 2004 study,

The Salmaenella Control progrant on broiler tarms commenced in 2009,



3. Nescribtion of the subhmitted programme,

The main objectives of this programme 18 o maniter and contral all beoiter Aocks of
Gallus gallus in Malta and Gowo, in sccordance to Commission Regulation 21602003 for
Zoonotic Sadmonella spp. Flocks Found infected with Sedmonella topfiimering and
Sedmonella enteritidis will be condemncd and slaughtered, in ardur to achieve a reduction
in the prevalence of these serotypes i the pational Hack. as indicated in Commission
Regulation 646/2007 article 1, * reduction of maximum percentage ol flocks ol broilers
remaining posilive ol Satmonelic creritidis and Safmonelfo pophimaritm to 1% or less
by the 31 December 201 1

The tarzet poputation would be all broiler {locks of Gallus zallus.

Malta and Gozo will be consilered as ong region,

All registered and functionmyp farms will be tested. One hundred ard thirty-one {131}
farms will be wsted, having & Wotal population of approximately 3.4 miliion.

The testing scheme would follow the programme elaborated in point 1.5:

: Targeted age—g}ﬂup ) | Sampl-ﬂl“s; to I;lg:__l‘;t.kcn )
| Broilers: 2 woeks prior io :
t slaughter (i.e hetween 2-3 i Boot/sock swabs® !

_weeks of age)

*The number of the bovt/sock swabs te be taken depends on the capacity of the farm.,

The coilection of samples, transport, detection and typing are as already indicated tn
points 1.3 and 1.4,

The competent aathonty is alse responsible for the national residue plan,

Towever apan (rom this programme cach farm will be tested for antibiotic-residue
during the sampling for the sslmonella conteol programnic. Twe chickens will be
sampled annually, from the same house, where a boot £ sock swab has been taken, This
applies to all the farms irrespective of the holding capacity.

The six-plale test will be carried out at the National Veterinary Laboratory of the
competent authority.

Definition of a pasitive case:
(1} In the case of primary positive isolation ol Safmonella enteritidis / Saimonefla
tvphinmriten, the flock will be considered positive to Salmonella inlection.

{1} In the case of re-isolation of Safmtonella enteritidis or Safmonelia typhimurinm

of confirmatory tesis.
Confirmation of the initial results may be carricd cut. Re-analysis may be
taken in consideration when, there is still an adeguale limetrame, a large flock
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15 under suspicion or when there is a case of positive anlibiotic-residuc
amalysis. In this situation, the initial results are considercd as suspect untii
positive isolation of confirmatory tesis.

(iiiy  In the case of a posttive antibiotic residuc analysis resuil but a negative
solation resuft; the holding is constdered positive.

Action taken is on positive flocks is described in point 4.4.4

Drefinition of a suspect case: primary isolalion of Salmoncita enteritidis or Satmonclla
fuphimuring.

When Swimonciia enteritidis or Sufmonetla tvphimueium are isolated rom faecal or
eivironmental samples or there is a positive antibiotic -- residue analysis but there is no
isulation af Salmeonella spp. ; re-sampling may be considered.

Most holdings have less than 10,000 birds {103 farms out of a total of 131). The broilers
are staughtered at approximately five weeks, therefore in most cases it would not be
fitancially viable 1 retest the flock. Howewver tor the few larger holdings on the 1sland
the oceaston may arise that re-sampling woukd be considerad and / or requested by the
operator. Tn such a situation, ail houses would be included in the re-sampling scheme, 4
larger number of samples would be waken and samples would 2lso be laken for antibiotic-
residue analysis.

In the case of a positive Initad result for antibiotie-residus, samples would be taken after
an gppropriate Lime frame for both antibiotic-restdue analysis and salmenclla spp.
sofation.

The microbinlogical analysis would be run in parailel with the National Reference
Jaboratory,

o the sesior veterinary ofitcer (SVO) in charge of the lab would repott suspect
positives o the animal health seetion and OV

» An official restriction on the farm is issued by the CV{Y 1o prevent movemenl of
animals to and from the famm,

s SVO will eo-prdinate with the Puhlic Health [ ahoratory tor parallel analysis of
suspect samples.

+ The official veterinarian i'c poultry together with veterinary suppor officer/s from
the poultry section of animal health will carry ont an investization on the larm and
condoet a consus.

+  The OV or Assistant OV would also be responsible tor re-sampling; in which case
analvsis would be run in parallel with the Public Health Laboratory (National
Reference Taboratory for Salmonclla).

*  Nu poultry animals or carcasses, animal lecd, material or waste may leave the
holding witheul a written authorisation issieed by an official veterinaoan,

s Pursons not direetly involved in taking care of the animals are nol penmitted to
enter bulldings where infecled {locks are kepi.

¢ Appropriate means of disinfection, using a disinfectant officially approved as
cffective against Salmonella spp., s to be used at the entrances and exits of the
building housing poultry and of the holding itself.

21



» Vehicles and equipment used for transport of animals o products have 1o be
cleaned and disinfocted with an oificially appreved disinfectant effective against
Salmonella spp. immedeately after the movement.

Negative diagnosis if re-sampling is considered.

Um primary isolation of Sabimoneila emeritidiy or Selmonella fphimur ium, as
deseribed above, even though restrictions arc 1:3ued on the holding, re-sampling may
be cansidered.

(0} 1f Salmonclla infection with Safinonelta emteritidis or Safmonetla typhivaurinm is
nowt confirmed on re-analysis and the result for antibiotic-residue analysis is negalive,
the CVO would consider the inital result as 4 [alse positive and withdraw the
restrictions placed on the farm. The {lock would then be considered as fit for human
consumption.

lalta s not Laking into consideration vaceination as a prevenlive measuere or lrcatiment of
progducts coming from infected Docks.

4. Measures of the snbmitted programme
4.1 Summary of measures under the programme
Duration ot the programme:
sl vear 2000 last year: 2011
~ Comral/Eradication
o Testing

o Killing of animaly tested positive
Fxtended slrughter or killing

o

Moniloring

&

4,2 The central authority in charge of supervising and coordinaling is the Veterinary
Regulation Fisheries conservation and Control Division {VRFFCD).

The National Yeterinary Laboratory:
(iy Senior veterinary ofiicer will be responsible for:
s appropriate iraining of personne| responsible tor collecting the samples




in charge ol supervising thal the programme s adhered 10 and that the samples are
collected according to the programme.

alt necessary material needed for sampling eg. boot swabs, sterile bags, ctc are
availablec.

cnsure that samples are analysed in accordance to tme framye and methodology as
laid down in the programme

reporting suspect positives / confinmed 1o the animal health section and CVO
co-ardinate with the Public Health [aboratory parallel analysis of suspect sumples
inform Dircetor for the Department of Salety of the Food Chain o any infected
Nocks.

eallecting/ filing all reievant data and reporting results.

Animal Health Department:

(i} Senior veterinary support officer in charge of the poultry seetion will be responsible

foar:

L

cao-ordinating sampling tcam

making appointments with the farmers and preparing daily sampling schedules
collaborating with the senjor vetetinary officer ife lab

organizing on fam invesiigation in cases of suspect'confirmed positive resulls
collaborate in census, movermnent restriction, cradication and disinfection measures
collahorate in farm investigations in view of repopulation of farm

fliiAssistant Yelerinary Support Otficers will be responsible for;

Imsuring o follow apprepriate traiming

collecting and transporting samples appropriately

deliver samples within 24hours {rom collection to the laboratory
ensure that aceompanying documents are tilled appropriately

{iv} Velerinary ofticer 1/ pouliry

carry ou on-farm investisations in collaboration with senior velerinary support
afficer Ve peuliry section

co-ordinate and conduct census, movement restoiction, disinfection and
cradication measures

submit on farm investigation report to the SV e lab within 48hours
co-ordinate farm investigation in view of repopulation

responsible for recommending repopulation following pesitive tinding after on-
Lurm investigation

(v} Veterinary Officer respansible for by —products:

is responsibie of ensuring that biosceuwrity mensures and provisions in Council
Regulution 11742002 arc adhered to during dispesal of carcasses and products.

e
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Animal Welfare Departiment
{vi} Animal wol fure officer:
responstbie for cnsuring that animal weltare provisions are respected during

]
killing on farm.
Dyepartmeni for Salety of the Food Chain
{viiy Director is responstble for;
informing the national contact person for the rapid alen svstem regarding
confirmed infected Docks for Safmonella eneritidis and Safmeneifa ryphimurium

{hicf veterinary Officer
Following recommendations from senior veterinary officer ife lab and veterinary officer

if¢ of poultry seclion;
v Responsible of issuing restriction mevement decuments
issuing  of decumentation for Iifting restriction measures on a tarm and Jor

]
permitting repopulation.

4,3 ‘The tslands of Malts and Gozo are covered by this programme and are considered as
one region. The Veterinary regulation Fisheries Conservatien and Control Division

administers the whole region,
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4.4 Measures implemented under the progranme

4.4.1 Measures and appticable legislation as regards registration of holdings:
Legal notice | 192005 under chapter 36 of the nationa] legislation enforces registration of

all farms having more than 20 breilers.

4.4.2 Mcusures and applicable legizlation as regards the identification of animals:
NA

4.4.3 Measures and applicahle legistation as regards the ootification of disease:
The Veterinary Services Act, Chapter 437, art 35.1{1) provides for the ebligation of
notiftcation of any suspicion of xoonesis or other disease or any other phenomenon or
circumstances liabic 10 present a serious threat to animal or public health,

4.4.4. Measures and applicable legislation as regards the mcaseres in casc of a

positive case:

Coungit Resulation 2160#2003 and Commission Regulation 63672007 are directly

applicable. Commereial poultry flocks and their products found (o be infected with

Sulmonetla enteriticdfs and Safmonelia typhimurivm, will be considered unfit for human

consumpion and will he withheld and destroved in accordance 1o articles 6 10 11 of CAP.

437, Veterinary Services Act.

»  The ofiicial veterinarian i/ pouliny weether with veterinary supporl olficer’s from

the poultry section of animal health will carry out an investigation on the farm and
conduct a congus.

* A restriction notice {legal document) signed by the CVO will be issued on the
iarm. preventing mavement ol animals 10 and from the larm.

o They would also be responsible for ressampling, (F the case arises as deseribed in
Part I3 point 3.

¢  Microbtological analysis would be run in parailed with the Public Health
Laboratory {MNational Relerence Laboratory for Saimonella).

o N pouliry carcasses, animal feed. material or waste may leave the holding
without a wrilten authorisation issued by an official veterinarian.

o Porsons nol divectly involved intaking care of the animals are not permitied (o
gmier buildings where infected fhocks are kepi.



L ]

Appropriate means of disinfection, using a disinfectant officially approved as
effective against Salmonebla spp., i to be used at the entrances and exits of the
butlding housing pouitry and ol the holding itself.

Yehicles and equipment used lor transpoert of animals or products have 1o be
cleaned and disinfected with an officially approved disinlectant cffeclive against
Salmonella spp. immediately afier the movement.

The owner of the infected holding or the owner's representative will be served
with an official notice in writing ordering the slaughler ard destruction of the
flock. Valuation of the animals an the holding will normally be ciaitied out belore
they are kilted. The birds will, by preference, be killed by dislocation of the neck.
Oither methods of killing may include the use of gases such as carbon dioxide or
other gases in closed trailers or containers. Carbon dioxide gas in the form of
22ka 1anks is available locally. Mabile enclosed trailers or confainers can be
wansparted on site if required. Killing of the birds will be supervised by officials
from the competent authority and the Olficial veterinarian responsible for animal
weltare has lo ensurc thal wellare provisions are respected. All personnel
invalved in culling are equited 1o wear protective clothing, gloves and
nosc/mouth masks.

the earcasses will be dispesed of through incineration at the thermal wnit run by
the Waste Serv Lid. The carcasses have (o be transported in leak-proot containers
supplied by Waste Serv and transported drip-proof in wehicles that must be
disinfeeted externally before leaving the holding. Oificials from the compeient
authorily have to supervise all procedures.

Feeds will also be considered contaminated and will be destroved.

{leaning and disinfection should be started as soon as the animals have been
killed and removed lrom the holding and must be carried out in a methadical way.
OfTieials from the competent authority showld supervise the operations. Detailed
procedures would be laid down in the good animal husbandey guideling 1o be
drafted, However, there is a first stage where an officially approved disinlectant
would be sprayed and left to act for 24 hours. This will be followed by gencral
cleaning 1o remove oreanic matter and dust. Attention shauld be given (0 arcas
and eguipment diflicult to reach. Fans, drains, slats ete should nol be neplected.
After thorowgh cleaning (sieam ¢leaning is recommended) Famigation is carried
pul, Disinfectants should have time 10 dry before samples are taken, As a general
rule, detergents such as hypochborites. alkabis, gluteraldehydes and Virkon can be
used for the disinfection of pouliry houses, wooden structures, congrele surfaces,
cyuipment and vehicles, The acrosol application of gluteraldchyde is suitable for
the disinfection of tans and similar equipment.

I~
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¢ Environmental samples are tuken and repopulation will be permitied and all
restriction bans lifted when two consecutive sample batches, taken 14 days apart
result negalive o isolation af salmenella spp.

4.4.5 Qualification of animals
There is ne natienal legislation or gualification of flock. This will be considered alter the
ferst year or {wo Lhat the programme has be running.

4.4.6 Contro! procedures and in particeiar rules on the movement of animals liable
to be affected or contaminated by a given discase

Movernent ol animas 15 resteicted on Sedmionella enteritfdis or Salmonella aupfiimmrinm
positive cases. as detailed nopoint 4.4.4,

In other cases of infection of Salmanclla spp of public heslth importance, restrictions as
detaited in point L6 would be carried out.

4.4.7. Measures and applicable legislation as regards the conirol of the diseasc.
Council Regulation 2160:2003 and Commission Regulation 646:2007 are followed in
sctting up the sampling scheme, testing regime and setting of targets

In sccordance to Commission regolation (LC) No 11772006, no antinuerobials will be
used as a preventive measure in the contrel programme. No vaccination is curvenily
carried out and will not he considered. Treatment of praducts coming irom infected
flocks will not be treated inoany way hul destroved.

4.4.8 Measures and applicable legislation as regards the compeasatien for owners of
slaughtered and killed animals:

“Callection of information on Zoonosis and Zoonotic Agent Rules™ LN 7820415, art,
8.1 which falls under the Veterinary Service Act,; and art.®.1. of this same Act. sct
down provisions for Hinancial compensation,

4,49 [nformation and aszessment on biosecurity messures management and
infrastracture in place in the flpcks mvolved.
Plgasce reier 1o I'art A point 2.3

5. Gengral desceription of costs and beoefits,

The costs Lo the Farmer will be fel initially in cases of cradication. The farmer witl
obviously encounter lusses following cradication and costs in upgrading holdings.
However, In the long run the farmer will have a reduction in costs of medicinals and farm
managoment, They will see an increase in production and financial returm also {tom the
overal] positive impact constuner eondidence in local produce,



The costs on soctety would reselt in an increase in waste that will have to be climinated
and alse probably in an increase in the cost of poultry preducts; however, there would he
the benefits of food safcty.

6. Data on the epidemiclogical evelation during the last five vears:
Refor to Part 3 . poine 2

.1 Frolution of LZoonoie salmonelosis
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MINISTERU GRAR-RIZORSI L
AFFARWIET RURALI

MINTSTRY FOR RESOURCES AND
RURAL AFFAIRS

Tagsima ta" Rogolamant Veterinaru, Voterinary Regulation, Fisharles
Kangervazzfoni u Konfroll tag.5Sald Conservelion & Confrof Dlvision
Annex 1
27" August 2000
DECLARATION

The Yeterinary Regulation Fisheries Conservation Control Division as competent anthonty,
responsible for the irmplementation of the National Saimonella Control Programme in broiler
flocks of Gallus gallus, confirms adherence to the provisions laid down in relevan! veterinary
legislation governing zoonotic salmonella. These being namely, Councii Direetive 2003/99/EC,
{Council Regulation 2003/2160/EC, Comwmission Regulation 2007/646/ZC and Commission
Regulation 1177/2006/EC. Particular attention will be given to confirmation of results and
verification of achievement of the Community target,

Dr. Anjhony
Director General
Veterinary Regulation Fisheries Conservation Control Division
tlalta

ABRATTOIR SQUARE, ALBERTOWN, MARSA, MBS 1125 - MALTA
TELEPHONE: {354) $5H05000 - FAX. (356) 21 238105



GCENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE NATTIONAL SALMONELLA
CONTROL PROGRAMME IN FGG-LAYING FLOCKS OF GALLUS GALLUS
IN ACC. TO JCOMMISSION DECISEON: 20/424/EF.C, 2004450/1C

PART A

ayAim of programme: To carry oul 2 monioring and control prosramme for Zoonaotic
Salmoneila in laving ocks ol Gallous gallus in accordance to Council Regulation
21602003 and Commission Regulation 11682006 1o achieve a reduction of the
provalonee of Safmonella enteritidis and Sulmonelia tephimurium.

The prevalence of Salmonella cateritidiy and Sadmanella fyphinurinm oscillates around
0%, since the overal]l prevalence of Salmonegllosis in 2004 was o 43.87%.. Therefore in
accordance 1o article 1 by the end of 2009, at least a 30% reduction ol positive floeks of
adul laving hens would be achicved.

A laving {luck shall be considred positive for the pumpose of verifviag the achicvement of
the Comnurity target, where the presence of Salmonelia enteritidis and Salmonclla
typhimurira Qonher (han vaccing strains) was detected in one or more samples in the
kaying flock, Pasitive laying flocks shall be counted only onee | imespective of the
number of sampling and testing operations and only be reported in the first year ol
detection,

b) Relevanot arimal population and phases of production covered by the
programme: Layiog hens

rearing flucks :- day-old chicks
- pullets. o weeks before moving into laying phase or fayme unit

laying flocks:- every 15 wecks during the laying period (usually runs for an averase of 18
tonths)

¢} The contral pengrammes ave approved by the dinisiry. Human resources for
laboratory testing have been recruited and further calls for peemanent posts will be 1ssucd
i the coming months. Lnlercement can be carried oud to easure complianee with part D
of Council Regoiation 216042003, '

1. Genceral

1.1 The information available regarding the occumenee of salmonellosis n layer flocks of
Gallus gallus dates back to the bascline study canied oul within the framewnrk of 1)
Direclive 200399 and Councit Regulation 2 160/2003.

The stndy was carried out between October 2004 and Scptember 2005, Al farms
registered and functioning within that period were sumpled o accordanes to the
legislative requirements.



The overall prevalence of Salmonellosis in the national layer flocks was of 43.85%.
Twenty-five (23) farms resulted positive out of a total of fifty-seven (573 farms. Tlowever
the isnlales were not typed and Lhereiore there is no available information reparding the
prevalence values of Saimonclla scrovars., primarily Sefmorella nophimurium and

Serdmoneller enteriidis.

1.2 Structure and organization of the competent authority
The competent authority for the implementation of the Salmonella National Control

programme in layer hens of Gallus gallus is the Veterinary Regulation. Fisherics

Conservation and Control Division (VRECCD), which falls under the Ministory of
Resources and Rural Affairs, The VRI'CCD is the competent authorivy responsible for
drawing up the natignal control programmes under Council Regulation 2160720003,
organizing. exeeuling, collecting and reporting of all data.

Orpanogram
- ; - "y
Drireeteer Dz ¥ eperiminy
Bezulaion Fishones
Lo rvinrinn vaed Dol
LR J
1 . i
Anumal Hesuth waed Welfare r_ Yeterinury Odiheer i chargs Wereminary Ofce e charge
Froral Satey Natmciad Yeterimary Lalsrawry
L A
|
'l I ™ - I
Yetereuy OfFer 1o charge Yelerimimy OFfiger i clizge
Bovine, Ovives amed Capring puw e, stwing a0 wellane
. r . A
o ra I s r I
Serinare Sueppodt O foees A I'eully Sy ] Wellury 1
" Iy L, " J h,

P
Veterivary Supnor: Ciflicers M

(" Wegurni iy Supgst Offlegrs h

’_".‘en:n'n::r_u Supgort O lioers

kJd



Imformarion Flina Teanram

Sampling e 500 - Sampling Gffeer

catried by S0 o AW Andraal Huealth and
wilfars

v VL mational Yogzinane
Lahocatory

- SMREL Salmaenelly Matiom:d
Releronee Laboritory

o NLE Mool |ivestock
[Jarakatse

coordinated by

AW and NV

Testing
calTied out
ul MNationl
Weterinary
Labroratory

Mepalive Suspoct
Fesult Fositive
Result

.

Aavirnal Plealth
and Wellare
intormel

Thirector Fovend Satety

Departiment

Results entered
ino the ™M 112
accessible 1o all
seChions

Grenerol
infammed

inioemed

Moventend
restAclion

tmvestizalion
and re-sampling
catrice out

Dacument
is3ued




Farm
investigation
and re-sampling
carried ou

'
L
L

Contirmed
Meganive
Rasull

ar b,

\

Birecior
Oeneral
infonned

N

Restriction:
Lifled

[}
L

Confimed
Positive
Result

Dicector

Gancral
nforned

tssnes official
notice o stamp

aut Neek

Food Salety
Trepartment

informed

Animal Tlealily
and Welfre
inlonned

Fluck
Depopulaced
r 4




1.3 Laboratories:

The Mational Veterinary Laboratory of the VRECCID will be responsible for the analysis
ol the samples colleeted under the [ramework ol this programme.

The laborutury, o date, 15 not aceredited however quality assurance sysients will be in
accordance to the requirements of current LNASO standards. The Nattonal Refercnce
[aborutory docs nol vel organize ring trials, however through the NRIL the nutional
veterinary laboratory will be participating in ring trails organized by relerence
laboratories lor which the NRL also participates.

The sampling scheme to be carricd out by the operator will be conducted also by the
competent authority as detaled in paint 1.5 and therelore no private laboraories will be
imvolved tn analysis that fall under this control programme.

.4 Examination of samples

Samples will be collected by WREFUCTY stadt and kept refrigerated uniil receipt at the
lahoratory, which will be within 2dhours from collection. The samples will be examined
within 48 hours from receipt and kept refrigerated until such time.

Analysis of the bao swabs, [aecal and dust samples will be carried out in accordance to
Commission Regulation 11682006, The method of analysts used is thal recommended by
the Community Relerence Laboratory for Salmoneila, being the current version of drall
Annex D ol 1ISO 6379 {2002): *Detection of Salmoneila spp. in animal [aeces and 1
samples of primary produciion”™. Serotyping will be carried follwing the Kaufmann-
White scheme,

1.5 (MTicial controls

At feed -level

The raw malerials used are normally of [ cenilied origin (see point 2.2.)

Otficial sampling lor Salmonella testing on feeds has been set up. An approximate ol
(iflcen samplas fram the different ypes of leed produced locally will be analysed from
the feedmills every semester. These will be tested for Salmonella spp and antimicrobial-
residue,

At flock-level
All teenstered and Functioning egg-layer flocks on both Malta and Gozo will be included
in the national control programme.

e In consideration of the local epidemiotogical situation, the number of
larms and lintiied capacity; the competent authority would be
sampling all registered ond operational famms twice a vear, as detailed
in the table below.

LA



Sampfﬁ tn hé_t-:_zlg:n

] Targeted age-group

i Puilets 2 weeks prior to laying
belts

: c——
| Laving hens 15 weeks into
laving period

Caged Nocks: Eklﬂﬂg af naturally pwﬁltd fasces trom

2 dust samples: (1002 in 250mi or | dust + 1sample of
150 naturally pocded fheces

¢ 2 birds Lested tor antibictic residues
© 2x150g of naturally pooled laeces from belts

2 dust samples: {100g in 2530mt) or | dest + | natureally
pooled faeces (150g) [
2-3 birds tested For anlibiotic residucs

This would substitvte one of the sampling requesied by the opoerator,

» The competent antherity would atso sumple at the age of approx |8 -
20 weeks (2 weeks prior o laying), those flocks housed in building
where salmonella was detectled in the preceding flock.

o Inall ather laying Hocks on those holdings whers Sa/monelin
erteritidis or Salmonella hphivarivm were detecled in one laying
flock on the said holding.

o Incase ol suspicion of Safmonclla enteriticis or Scimans ffa
typhimiorinm | as result of an epidemiological investigation of food-
borne cutbreaks in accordance to Article 8 of Direetive 2003799/ FC of
the Luropean Parliament and of the Councl.

1n the ahove mentioned last three situations {exceptional cases), birds from the
samw flock under conlrol, will be taken (o verity antibiotic residue anaiysis on
muscle, to acertain that the birds are not affected by the use of antimicrobials.

it is important to note that marcover, the competent auhority will alse be taking over the
sampling delegated 1o the food business operator, as laid down in Conantigston
Repgulation 1168/2006, in consideration of the imited capacity of the tarms and that there
arc no privale laboratories approved lor salmonella microbiological testing in Malta,

{see part BB, point 3)

The collection of samples, transport, deteetion and typing are as alecady mdicated in

points 1.3 and 1.4,
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1.6 Measures taken with regards to animals and products in which Salmonclla spp.
is detected.

Council Regulation 216002003, Commisston Repulation 11682006, Commission
Repulation, 11172006 and Commission Repulation 2[37/2007arce divect]y applicable.
Only those poutry flocks and their products found 1o be infected with Safmonefia
enteritidis and Salmonella gyphiseaium, will be considered unfit for human consumption
and will he withheld and destroyed in accordance to articles 6o 11 of CAP 457,
Veterinary Sorvices Acl.

Oaher Salmonella spp. isoiated:

It cases where other Salmonella spp. are isolated. ather than Sefmonelfa enteritidiy ad
safmonelia fephimrfum, action will be taken for thase serovars of public health
imporiance as recommended by the EFSA and the Commission. However even those
serovars Ireguently isolated locally will be addressed. H there is a change in the trend of
the locafly most fregquently isolated serovars during the three-year period of the
programme, this will be taken inte consideration. Measures tzken will refleet spectfic
requirements B of Annex [ of regulaton 2160/2003 LC,

In cases were ather Salmonella spp. ol public health importance are isolated:
s Theolficial veterinarian ifc of poultry and! v velerinary support officers from
the poultry section of Animal Healih will carry out an investigation on the farm.
+ ‘They would also be responsible for re-sampling, Other {locks of different age-
groups would also be sampled. The sampling protecol will be in accordance to
arinex | Paet D, arl4 b of Commission Reguiation (EC) o 1237720137, Samples
for antimicrobial-residuc analysis will also be taken,
e Microbiological analysis would be run in parallel with the Pubdic Health
Labaratory (Nationai Reference Laboratery for Salimonella).
In case there 35 reconfirmation of one ol the targeted  scrovars, different considerations
can be 1aken depending on the capacity of the holding , the age-group infected and
microbielogical results of ather houses on the farm (where preseni).

&  FEradication will not be mandatory. however it may be consldered in certain cases.

»  Biosecurily measures will be strenpthened to ensure that the inlection does nat
spread botween the dilferent houses (it it {5 the ¢ase) and other holdings, such as,
no movement of 1ive animals from farm, extemnal disinfection of vehicles
wransporting products oul of farm and proper disinfection of cquipment used.

¢ The [arm will be under constant vigilance of the competent authority and
sampling would be repeated every three weeks fTom all age-group and hodses on
the fwrm, in order 1o tollow the evelution of the infection.

+  Afier all intected ock has reached end of production and has been slaughtered;
following an oeder of the CVO, operations on the Fum will be temporarily
prohibited. CVO. Thorough cleaning and disinfection procedures will be carried
out, Repopulation will be permitted only once two consceutive environmental



sampling batches taken at a distance of 1wo weeks have resulted negative o
Salmaonella spp. isolation.

¢ Afier repopulation the adull hens will be sampled every cight {8) weeks instcad of
every fifteen weeks for twelve (12 months.

Confirmed case ol Saimaneila enteritidis or Scimonefia rvphimerium:

[fa positive case of isolation of Sedmonelia erreritidis or Salmonella tvphisiriun is
confirmed (see point Part B. point 33 then the {lock and their products will be considered
as unfit for human consumption and condemned.

¢ Ifthere are different houses un the holding, one or more may be exempt. in those
cases were there is adequale evidenee of effcetive biasecurity measures on the
farm and no Salmonedla enteritidis or Sulmonelia tvphimuriee were 1solated
from these houses; also the antimicrobial-residue wats is negative.

s The infected Nock would be slaughtered on furm and the carcasses disposed of as
described in detail in poinis 4.4.4 and 4.4.6 .

«  There would be recall of animal products found positive to the detection of
Saimaneila enteritidic and Salmoneflfa fvphimarinm or originating from tlocks
tound w be infected with these serovars.

v There are no measures to treat salmonclla  infected products or products
originating from salmonela-infected flocks. Such products would have ta be
destroyved by incineration. Prios to leaving the premises, officials will mark ihe
egg-praducts in order Lo distinguish them from those (it e human consemplion.

There is one public incinerator which talls under the administeation of the Waste Serv
Lad. which falls under the Ministry of Resources and Rural Affairs, Recalled products
have 10 be transported in leak-proof conlainers provided for by the Wasle-Serv Litd and
then the products will be destroyed through incineration.

No vaccination progrannie against Sufmaonella emteritidis with either iive or dead
vaccines are carried out on the national flock.

1.7 National legislation relevant to the implementation of the programme.

The Velerinary Service Act, Chapter 437, art 5.1, states that the Minister may prescribe
rules concerning the prevention and contend of diseases”™. See attached Annex 2 lor the
full list ol EC legislation transposed,

Counctl and Commission regulatians are directly applicabic.

1.8 Financial assistance provided to food sad feed businesses in the context of the
programme.

The Veterinary Service Act, Chapler 437, ant 18,1 regards financial contribution in
conneciion with national schemes for the eradication of particular diseasas.



“Collection of information on Zoenosts and Zvonotic Agent Rules™ - LN 7822005 ant 3.1,
regulates financial contribution for xoonotic control programmes.

The Hiancial eoniribution would only be caleulated and confirmed al the closure of the
eradication procedures. | fowever an estimate of the costings would be as follows:

Birds will be calenlated at 3 ewne per bird.

incineration would cost 750 cure per ton.

Transport of products or carcasses would cost approximately 64 euro per fon.

Culling of flocks is estimated a1 300 Liuro per won (1000 birds = 1fon).

Feeds will be caleulated at cwment marke! prices: abowt 330 curo per 1on,

(]

. Concerning food and feed businesses covered by the programme,

2.1. There are no parent stock (locks on the Tlands of Mata and Cioxo.
There are two regislered hatcheries on the [sland of Mali

Tlaching Regulations 1. N4% of 1997, lags down the provisions that regulate the national
hatchery establishments.

Hatching eggs arc imported {tom L1 member states, primarily from Franee, laly,
Netherlands and Belgiuim. All consignments are imported with the offictat Intra Trade
Certificate issued according 1o Council Darcctive 339/90. In 2008; 98,120 ege-laying
hatching cggs were imparted. Dayv-old chicks and layer pullets are also imported from
Italy. A teal of 79,520 day-olds and 42,273 laver pollets were imported in 2008,
Theretore between hatching eggs and live chicks/pullets, a todal of 219913 were
imported: halt ihe amount compared to last years imporl,

The hateheries are obliged 1o the report to the VIRCCT, as competent authority, the
number of hatching eggs imponed, submitting a copy of importftrade documents, The
competent authority then prints out a “hatch report”™ which is passed on to the hatchery.
This form is returned to the competent autharity once the particular batch of eggs have
heert hatched and sold. This hateh report includes & list of farms which are the destination
ot chicks sold.

The farmers can either sell the cogs produced directly to shops, supermarkets or egg-
collectors, whe in turn would deliver to shops /£ supermarkets. There is no central cpu-
packing plant. All fanmers pack their own egg produce. The majority of [arms pack the
czas manually. however the few larger holdings have automation of the grading,
stamping and packing. In 2003 the Egg Marking Standard Regulations 3452003 came
inte torce. [n accordance 1o this law, cach individugal egg-laying tarm is miven @ unigue
identity number that has o be printed oo ali the caas produced on that farm and sold 1o
shops, supermarkels or egg-collectors. This legislation excludes eges sold dircetly 1o the
consumer. The control at retail level falls under the supervision of the Environmental
Health Department which falis uncler the Divectorate of Public health under the Minisiry
of Liealth, the Llderly and Community Care
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“Total number of Farms | Maha . Gom N
o _registered with the CA | -
I _ 42% | . |

*15 of these farms are mixed farms with both layer and broiler flocks.

A number of tarmns s on the degline over the past years..

[__ . Capacity of holding B ____Nt:r,—clfl"éu.:fns o
i 100.000-30,000 o]
49,999 - 25,000 L 2
L 24,999 — 15,000 | f ]
14,999 - 10,000 . 4 ]
9,999 — 5.000 9
T 39992000 . .n .
_ 1,999-300 | 7 _
- |.css thap 499 i -

The majority of the fanns are family-run on 4 part-time basis. About half the farms
aperate an all-in all-out system since they bave mare than one house. Lisually, the smaller
holdings have different age-groups held in the same enclosure.

The majority of lanms use a cared system on more than one tier, usually up to @
maxitum of 3 tiers, All caze houses have belts,

There is only one farm that keeps the ege-laying hens in barns on deep liier.

Hens usually go nto the laving perlod around  cighteen {18} weeks and have an average
tayine-period of eighteen (18) months, Some larms prolang the laying period through
moudting.

2.2 Structure of the prodaction of feed.

There arc six foed mills, These toed mills import and produce the majoriy: of eed
supplied 1o logal farms. An average ot 200,000 tons of all types ol animal foed is
produced per year. The two Jarger feed milis imporl premixes lrom approved CL
countnes {predominantly TK), These are mixed with other ingredients such as cereals
and soyva imported from EU and Mon-1EU comudries. The other four smalter feed mills
impott concentrates which are then mixed with ether ingredients such as cereals.

A small number of farms carry oul home mixing using coneentrates ta oblain a mash.
{.cgal notice 3742000 regulates the responsibility of feed mills, An ofticial letter wiil be
sertl 10 all feed mills and frms carrying out home mixing, wherchy they will be held
responsible for testing their final produets. The feod mills will be requested t submit a
plan for the following vear by November; (o the competent authority stating their
sampling programme with supporting inlormation. The competent authority will have
twenty (207 working days (o send in any remwrks, The feed mill will be obliged by law (o
iransmit their results quarerly to the competent autharity: unless Safmoneflu enteriticis
or Safmonetla ryplimuriom are isolaled. In such cases, the feed mill is to report within



three working days 0 the competent authority. Recall of infeeted products or any other
appropriate action woukd be aken following an investigation and retesting carned out by
the competent authority. Those egg-laying farms carrying oul home-mixing will be
obliged 10 conduct micrabinlogical analysis for Salmoenella in the same way as the feed
mills. They wiil also be required to submil a sampling plan w the competent authority
with all supporting infermation. The same obligaions for reporting Safmonedlta
typhimmrinm ot Salmoncelfa enteritidis positive samples as detailed above, would apply.
The competent authority would then carry out an investigation and {esiing of feed and
Nack. Following positive results the actions stated in point 4.4.4 would apply.

2.3 Relevant guidelines for good animal husbandyy practices or ather guidelines on
binsccurity meuasores,

Detaibed puidelines for 2oed husbandry practices and bioseeurity measures en poultry
iurms are being finalized. However general puidelines are cavered in the Code of Giood
Agriculture Practice {(Cogap).

b covers cedtain practiees such as:

» the guidelines for siorage of feed
s the guality of building material

« need for a vehicle disinfection pits
o pecessity of a manure ¢lamp

All farms producing manere have to stive solid manure in an enclosed place known as
the manure clamp, [or six months a year {from the 13" October w 15 March), All farms
are to huve a leak proof cosspit, to coflect foul water arising from cleaning ee. The
manure elamp is o be connected to the cesspit. The water is kept for 15 days then
collected by a bowser, These regulations serve to redoce the environmental poliution and
the nitrate level in Nelds fertilised with manure. Tlowever, they also provide a tood Lo
permil Hosecurity measunes 0 limit spread of discase,

In 2003, an cxlensive exercise was carried out by the competenl authority which
addressed pood animal hushandry practices and wellare issucs (og. cage —size),

Those farms not adhering o Community standards had to invest in restructuring their
farm. Ceneral guidelines on good animal husbandry and biosccunty vuidelines covering
hygienc management, measures 1o be taken in cases of salmonclla infection and hygiene
durinyg transport Will be dravwn up,



Hyeriche management on farm:

The farmer has to obtain an authorization form from the competent authotily (attach.2) to
be able to buy the day-old chicks from the hatehery, Almost all favros have automalic
cleaning belts while few carry ot the cleaning manually. Cleaning is usually carried oul
weekly. The faecal material falls into the pits where 1t is usually shoveled out into
dumpers 2nd taken to the manure clamp by van. A small number make use of conveyer
helts. During the week there is cleaning out of the shed, removal of cobwehs etc. Those
farms that have an all-in-all out- system, leave the shed withow hirds for a short period,
during which time the shed is woll-cleancd owt, disinfected and the cages are washed out
and repaired if necessary, Pest control {mecc, rats and birds) 5 2eneraily addressed
thrauegh the use of nets on the windows. blocking any holes in the building siructures and
the use of venom. Some farms insert blocks of venom in plustic tubes which are placed
around the perimeter of the bolding, while others spread the venom. Some farms also use
pans with lvam soaked in disinfeetant outside the sheds for disinfecting boots, however
not all farmers arc In the babit of changing their clothing prior to entering the sheds.

_eagures [or preventing Infeeions:

Maost holdings have pits lor the disintection of the vehicles entering or leaving the
premises. HHowever none have separate enlrances. The feed is bought fresh from the feed
mills, cven theush there are those that also have thelr own silos, Due Lo Lhe Diland’s high
humidity levels, farmers are not In the habit of storing large quantities of feed w avoud
the formution of yeasts and maulls, Feeds are usually kept in their baps within the sheds
in dark, drv corncrs,

The water-supply can be direct from the main aovernment supply or from private bore
holes. o the ladler case, contyal of the water is purely voluntary; however from the
information we have this s not frequently carried out unless Lhe lamily uses the water
froan the bore hole [or their own personat use.

A high percentage of farms are small in capacity and are family-run, theretore few peopic
wold e responsible tor the daily management of the ammals, There is no legal
oblization for people handling live animals to carry oul medical cheeks. The laroer
holdings engage amployees.

The hatchery transpors the day-old chicks to the farms, while live pullets are vansported
by the company. Fgas are packed on farm, manuatly or autemaltically. The majority of
operators distribule the eggs to shops, supermarkets ete.; however there are a {ew who
sl to third partics (egg-colleclors). who in turn distribuie the produce.

2.4 Routine veterinary supervision on farm.

All layer farms are visited twice annually by ofticial persennel as part of the Avian
Influerxa programme. During this visit blood samples are taken and a general animal
keaith check is carried vut.
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O of the largest locai feed milis provides froe technical support. A kot of the Farmers
Buying their leed [rom this foed mill rake regular use of the lechnical personnel. [ there
is any cause For suspicion, the company's veterinarian is then called oul.

2.5 Registration of farms.

E.ocal regulations request commercial egg producers to have an approval mark and
compensation schemes enforce the registraiion of egg-laying larms with the competent
authority. There is the Eeg Marking Regulation 345/2003 which reguires that all cggs
sold at retzil level, excluding these sold direct]y to the consumers on farm, have 1o be
marked by a unigue identity number. This unique number i issucd by the competent
anthority, which is the VRFCCD. The control at retail {evel falls under the supervision of
the Lnvironmenlal Health Department which {alls under the Dircetarate of Public Health
under the Ministry of Social Policy.

I'arms not Tegistered with the competent authority can aot be piven this unigue identity
number.

There is alze the Speciel Marketing Policy Programme Maltese Agriculture (SMPPMA)
which entitles only rogistered business operators to a relund of 16 curo cents per dozen
coas sold.

2.6 Record keeping at Farm.

Al farms keep an ollicial register. Fhis i tied up to the fact that the competent auhority
requests that each registered [arm submits two monthly reports. One sheel holds all
details of the production on farm, This report details the daily production of epas, number
of hirds, number of deaths, quantily of foed used. ‘The second repoert is a saies report
where the tanmeer is declaring the guantity of eggs sold with proof of VAT receipts. These
manthly reports are ticd up with the subsidiary scheme of 16 curo cents per dazen cggs
sofd under the SMPPMA scheme.

2.7 Documents to accompany animals when dispatehed.

The hatcherics are oblized to the repart to the VIRFCCTS, as the competent authorily, the
number of hatching cegs imported {submitting a copy of import decumentsy. A hatch
report for cach buich ol eges is given to the hatchery that duly fills in the information and
returns the hatch report t the competent authority afler hatehing, The report includes the
list of farms which are the destination of the chicks. On this report the compelent
authorily issues a movement document with all relevant details which is given to the
farmer. On culling of the cgp-laving hens at the end of their productive life. the farmer
fils in the detaits and submiis the movement document back to the competent authority.
The competert awthority can then cross-cheek statistics comning from impaort documents
and Lhe “hateh report”™. $Spent hens delivered dead to the thermal (acility are recorded in
lire with procedures laid down for all animal by-products. A document is issued by the



Waste Serv (thermal unit), a copy of which is passed on to the competent authority

together with the movement document.
It must be stated that non-compiiance with procedures as detailed would jeopardize

quadification for subsidy under the SMPPMA scheme,
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2. Histarical data on the epidemiolygrical evolution of Zoonetic salmanetla

No epidemiotogical evalution data is availabic. Howeaver follosving the baseline study
conducted in 2004, 25 farms out of 37 were pasitve to saimoeneilosis following
microbiclogical investigation. That would come o an overall prevalence of 43.83% of
egg-taver flocks infected with Safmoneliosis spp. Taking into consideration the full
holding capacity of the farms that resulted positive, approximately 60% of national flock
would be infected. The provalence of Safmonelia cnteriticddly and Salmeonella typlima ium
oscillates around 20%, since the overall prevalence of Salmonellosis in 2004 was of
43,879, therefore in accordanee w article | by the end of 2004, at least a 30% reduction
of posilive flocks of adult laving hens would be achieved.

In 2008, no Sulmonetly control was carried out on laver flocks. The Salmuonclla contrul
programme on the local laver commeneed in 2009,

3. Describtion of the submitted programme.

The main objectives ol this programme is 10 monitor and control all ceg-laying flocks of
Gallus gallus in Malta and Gozo, in accordance to Commission Regulation 216072003 for
Zoonotic Sadwonella spp. Flocks found infected with Salmoneile ivphimuring and
Serlmonella enteritidis will be eradicated and their products destroyed o achicve 4
reduction o the prevalenee of these scrotypes in the nattonal flock, us ndicated (n
Cormmission Reguldtion 11682006, The prevalence ol Sefmonedffa enteritidis and
Serlmenefla fephimuripm oscillates around 20%, thercfore in accordance o articke [ by



the end ol 2009, at least a 30% reduction of positive flocks of adult laving hens would be
achieved.

The target population would be all registered cze-laying flocks of Gallus gallus,
walta and Goero will be considered as one region.

All registered and functioning farms wil] be tested. Sixty-lour {64) farms which are
functioning, will be tested. having a total population of approximately 586,241,
The testing scheme would fpllow the programme claborated in point 1.5:

The sampling scheme below ineludes both the otticial and operalors programme. since a5
stated belure, the comperent authority will also he taking over the sampling delegated o
the food business operator. a5 laid down in Commission Repulation 1168/2006

o Tsll'gi.ti.d .ige-"rﬂup : | - Samples to bf_._,_ tuken
' Dav-eld chicks ! Box-liners: 16 (pooled into 2 samples)

| dead chicks: {10 pooled into one sample) _
| Pullets 2 weeks prmr to laying | Caged flocks: 2x150g of tmtumlh pocled facees from
| belts
: Barn houses: 2 pairs of boat swabs {only one house)
1 dust sampler (100 i 230ml)
2 birds /farm 1ested for antibintic residues
C o ay mL hens everv [ 3 wecks 2x15g of natumli}r pUE}]Ld Fagces [ram beles
| l dust ';.implu {HJ{?IE in Zﬁﬂml)

The competent authority wauld be responsible for the sampling and testing, which would
b carried out a3 stated in points1.3 and 1.4,

The competent authority is also responsible for the national residuc plan.

Howewver apart from this programme. each [farm will be tested for antimicrobial-residue
during the sampling lor the salmonclli contro] programme. Twe pullets will be samplcd
from the same house and tier where s laecal sample is collected. During the sampling of
the adult esg-laving hens on three occasions, one laver each time will be sampled from
the cages were the samipling 3% corried oul.

The six-plate test will be camcd out at the National Veterinary Laboratory of the
competent authority,

If the results are positive o antimicrobial residue analysis: the flock wil] be considerced
suspect of infection with Sulmonella emeritidis’ Salmoneila fiyphimurium, and an official
investigation wil] be canducted as detailed in point 4.4.4,

Delinition of 2 positive case:
i, Confrrmued case of Salmonefla enreritidiy or Salmaorefla tvphivirium infection.
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[n the case of primary positive iscelation of Salfmonefla enteritidis 7 Scfmonetla
nyphimurinm, the flock will be considered suspect of infeetion, A farm
investigation will be initiated as described in point 4.4.4, Samples for
microbiology and antimicrobial-residue analysis are once again taken (rom all
housies on the holding and the sampling pootocol will be in accordance to annex |
Part 1, art.4 b of Conunission Reputation (ECY No F237/2007. Microbiological
amalysis will be run in paraliel with the Public Health Laboratory {Natianal
Reference Laboralory for Salmonella). In case of confirmation. the flack is
considered as a positive casc.

{3n the findings of the official investigation, if there is evidence that hiosecurity
measires on the farm are adequate and effective between houses and no
Salmonella enteritidis / Satmonelfa tephimurinm was isolated {rom one or more
huuses on the farm holding, these may bo cxempt from measires as lsted in point
4.4.4 i case of a positive case. T his situation may arise anly in the largest of
holdings.

[n the case of a positive antimicoobial residue analysis result but a neealive
isolation result, an appropriate suspension tme will be confzrred foflowing the
findings of the officiul investigation. After such thme has lapscd, antibioiic-residoe
resting and microbiolosical re-testing of the flock witl he conducted in accordance
lrannex | Part B3, art.d b of Commission Regulation (CCY No 123772007 The
microbiology analysis will be run in parallel with the Public Feulth Laboratory.

ii.a) [Fthe analysis results in positive isolation of Sefmonelia eateritidis or
Sedmenietla evphimarizm, the flock will be considered as a positive case and the
measurcs described in point 4.4 will be camed out.

it.b) If, on re-analysis, onee again, there 1s 4 positive antimicrobial-residue result
and negative Salmonella spp. 1solation, the flock 15 considersd as positive to
Salmonelia enteritidis and Safnionella typrhimarivn Infection and will be
considered as unfit for human consumption,

i.c} [Fthere 15 no positive 1solation of Salmonclla enterilidis or Salmonella
typhimurium and the antimicrobiul-residuc analysis is nagative; the CVO wouild
lift all resirictions on the farmylock..

Vaccination as a preventive measure and treatment of products coming from infecled
Flocks will not be constdered.

4. Measures of the submitied programme

4.1 Summeary of measures under the programme

17



Duration of the programme:

First year 20049 lust weai: 2001

<

i)
L

[

Control/Eradication

Testing

KiHing of animals tested positive
Extended skugrhter or killing
Disposal of produsts

dlonitoring

4.2 The central authority in charge of supervising and coordinating is the Veterinary
Repuiation isheries conservation and Control Division (VRFI'CD).

I'he National Veterinary Labaratory:

{1} Senior veterinary otficer will be responsible for:

apprapriale training of personnel responsible tor collecting the samples

in charge of supcrviging that the programme is adhered 10 and that the samples are
collected according @ the programme.

all necessary material necded for sampling cg. Boot swabs, stenile bugs, cle are
available,

ensure thal samples are anaivsed in accordance 1o time frame and methodology as
laid down in the programme

reporiing suspect positives / confirmed to the animal health section and V0
co-otdinate with the Public Health Laboratory pavalfel analysis of suspect samples
inform Director of Department for Satety of the Food Chain ol any infected
itocks.

colleeting/ filing alt relevant data and reporting results,

Animal Health Department:

(i1} Senior veterinary support officer in charge ol the poultry section will be responsible

tigs:

co-ordinating sampling eam

making appnintments with the farmers and preparing daily sampling schedules
collaborating with the senior vererinary officer ife lab

orpanizing on tarm investigation in cases of suspeet/conlirmed positive results
collaborate 0 census, movemeant restriction, eradicarion and disinfection measures
collaborate in farm investigations in view of repopulation of furm

finAssistant Voterinary Support Officers will be responsible {or:

Ensuring o follow approprizie training
colleeting and transporting samples appropriately

18



¢ deliver samples within 24hours from collection to the laboratory
= cnsure thal accompanying decuments are filled appropriately

{iv) Veterinary officer ife pouliry

= carry out an-larm investigations in collaboration with serior velerinary support
olficer ¥/¢ pouilry scetion

» co-ordinate and conduct consus. movement restriction, disinfection and
cradication measures

+ submit on farm investigation report o the SVO /G lab within 48hours

+ co-ordinale farm investigalion in view of repoputation

o responsible for rccommending repopulation following positive finding after on-
Farm investigation

{v) Veterinary Officer responsible for by producls:
s s responsible of ensuring thal biosecurity measures and provisions in Council
Regulation 1 174/2002 are adhered 10 during dispesal af carcasses and products,

—_—

Animal Wellure Department
fvi) Animal welfare officer:
+ responsible for ensuring that animal welfare provisions are respecied during
killing on farm.

Depariment tor Safety of the Food Chain
{viiy Dyircctor is responsible for,
o informing the national contact person for the rapid alerr system regarding
conlirmued infected flocks for Saimonella enteritidis and Salmonella typhfmurium

Chief veierinary Officer

Following recommendations from senior veterinary officer ife lab and veterinary officer
ifc ol poultry section:
+= Ruesponsible of tssuing restriction movement documents
s jssuing of documentation for lifting restriction ncasures on a farm and for
permilling repopalation.

4.3 The Tslands el Malta and Gozo arc covered by this programme and are considered as
one region. The Veterinary regulation Fisherics Conservation and Control Division
administers the whate region.
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4.4 Measures implemented under the programme

4.4.1 Measures and applicable legislation as regards registration of holdings:
Local regulations request commereial ege produgers to have an approval mark and
compensation schemes enforee the registration of egg-laying farms with the competent
autherity. Refer to part A, poimt 2.5,

4.4.3 Measures and applicable legislation as regards the notification of discase:
The Velerinary Scrvices Aol Chapter 437, art 3510 provides lor the oblization of
notification ol any suspicion of zoonosis or other dizcase or any other plienomenon or
circurnseances liahle to present a serious threat to animal or public health,

4.4.4. Measures and applicable legislation as regards the measures in case of &

positive case:
Couneil Reewlation 21002003, Commission Regulation 11632006 and Commuission
Resubfation (FCY 12372007 are divectly applicable.

(i} Primars isolation of Salmaonella exteritidis or Salmonella svplimurinm.

When a Safmonclia enteriridis or Salmonelia tphimurinm 15 isolated from primary faecal
ar envirenmental samples in commercial pouliry flocks the senior veterinary officer
{5V in charge of the lab would:

v roport suspect positives Lo the animal health scction and CV0O,



An offfcial resiriction on the farm is issued by the CVO 0 provent movement of
animals o and {tom the farm.

The SV O of the laboratory would co-ordinate with the Pubhe Health Laboratory
(Mational Reference Labaratory for Salmonedlu) to carry out paradlel
microbiolozical analvsis of suspect samples.

The oliicial veterinarian fassistants would be responsible for re-sampling. Where
arcsent, ather Mocks of different age-groups / houses would be sampled. The
samplitg protocol wilk be in accordance o annex | Part I3, art.4 b of Commission
Repwdatton (1) No 12372007 Seven samples will be wken, (five faccal samples
and two dust samples). A sub-sample of 23 grams will be collecied ol each faceal
matcrial and dust sample for analysis and all will be analysed separately. Samples
for amtibiotic-residuc analysis will also be wken but analysed.

The offictul veterinarian ic poubry tozether with velerinary support officer/s from
the poultry section of animal health will camry oul an investigation on the farm and
conduct 4 census,

No eges, poultry carcasses, animal feed, material or waste may leave the holding
without a written authorisation issued by an olficial veterimaran.

Persons not dircetly involved in taking care of the animals are not permitied 1o
enter buildings wheee infected Nocks are kept

Appropriate means of disinfection, using a disinfectant officially approved as
cffective apainst Salmonclla spp., is t he used ar the entrances and exits of the
buiiding housing poultry and of the holding #self

Vehicles and cquipment used for transport of animals or products have o be
cleaned and disinfected with an officially approved disinfectamt effective against

Salmonella spp. immediately after the movement,

These measures will rematn in foree umtil results of re-analysis are completed.

(i) Nesative diagnasis of positive initial resulis:

(' primary iselation of Safmonefla enteritidis or Salmorelia typhinuriim, as stated
ahove, re-sampling will be carricd out in aceordance to Commission Regulation (LC)
123720007,

17 Salmonella infeetion with Sufmonelle emeritidis or Salmanella ivphinmeeium is not

confirmed on re-analysis and the result for antimicrobial-residuc analysis is negalive,
the CVO would consider the initial ecsult as a false positive and withdraw the
restrictions placed on the farm. The Nock would then be considered as £t for human
censunption.
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(iii} Action taken on confirmed positive results of Safmeneila enteriticlis and

Seimone o bvpftismuriem.

Restriction measures alrcady in place (as deseribed in poine 4.4.4.01} ) are
maintaingd. Different houses within the holding may be exempt, in those cases
1wt there is adequate evidence ol effective biosecurity meusures on the farm and
no Sulmonella enieritidis or Salmonetla yphimurium were isolated fram these
houses. This situation may arise only in the largest of holdings.

The owner of the infected holding or the owner's representative will be served
with an official notice in wriling ordering the slavghter and dessruction of the
flnck; where one or more houses are exempt. this would he clearty indicated.
Valation of the animals on the holding will normally be carricd out hefore they
are kilicd. The hirds will, by preference, be killed by distocation of the neck.
Other methods of killing may include the use of gases such as carbon dioxide or
other gases in closed wailers or containers. Carbon dioxide gas in the form of
22ky tanks is available locally. Mobile enclosed irailers or centainers can be
transported on site if required. Killing of the birds will be supervized by officials
from the competent authorily and the Official veleninarian responsible for animal
welfare has to cosure that welfare provisions are respected. All personne
involved in culling are rcguired o wear protective clothing. gloves and
nese/mouth masks.

the carcasses will be disposed of through Incineration at the thermal unit run by
the Waste Serv Lid. ‘There s only one public incinerator which falls under the
administration of the Waste Serv. Ltd, which falls under the ministry of Resources
and rural Affairs. The carcasscs have o be transported in leak-proof containers
supplied by Waste Serv and (ransported drip-proot in vehicles that must be
disinfocted extemaily betore keaving the hoiding. Officials from he competent
authority have 1o supervise all procedures.

There would be recull of animal products ariginating from Mocks found o be
miveted with Safmonelia enteritidis and Saimonella typhimurium.

There are no Tacilities W trear salmanclla — infected products or products
originating lrom salmonella-infected flocks. Such products would have to be
destroved by incineration, Fransport 0 these products will have to be carvied out

follewing the same measures as in the case of the infecled slaughtered Rock.

Ieeds will also be considered contaminaied and witl be destroved.
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Cleaning and disinfection should be started as soon as the animals have been killed
and removed from the holding and must be carried out in a methodical way, Offlicials
from the competent authority should supervise the operations. Detailed procedures
would be lxid down in the good animal husbandry guideling to be drafied. However,
there is a Gest stage where an officially approved disinfeclant would be sprayed and
left to act for 24 hours, This will be Tollowed by peneral cleaning Lo remove organic
matler and dust. Atlention shauld be given to arcas and equipment ditficull o reach.
iFans. drains, slats etc should not be negleceed. After thorough cleaning (steam
cleaning is recommended) fumigation is carried out. Misinfectants should have time
1o dry before samples are taken. As a general rule, detergents such as hypochlonites,
alkalis, cfuteraldchydes and Virkon can be used for the disinfection of poultry houses,
wooden structures, conerete surfaces, equipment and vehicles. The acrosol
application of pluleraldehsde is suitable for the disinteciion of fans and similar
cauipment.

s lnvironmental samples are taken and repopulation will be permitted and all
restriction bans lifted when two consceulive sample hatches, taken 14 days apart,
result negative to iselation of salmonella spp.

o Maonitoring on these Farms will be increased to monthly sampling schemes during
the laying period for the next twelve (12} months of the new flock after
repapulation,

4,45 Qualification of animals
There is no aational Jegislation on qualification ol flock. This will he considered aller the

first vear or two that the programime has be runnng.,

4.4.6 Control procedures and in particwlar roics un the mevement of agimals hiable
{0 be affected or contaminated by a given disease

Movement of animas is resticled on Selmonella enteriticlis or Salmonella typhimurinm
positive cascs, as detailed in point 4.4.4. Monitoring on these farms will be increased
momhly sampling schemes during the laying period of the subscoquent ock onee re-
populated Tor the next twelve (12) montis.

In ather cases of infemion of other Salmonella spp, restrictions as detailed in Part A,
point 1.6 would be carricd oot

4.4.7. Measures and applicable [egislation as regards the control of the diseasc.
Council Regulation 2160/2003, Commission Regulation 11682006 and Commission
Regulation (ECY 12372007 are followed in setting up the sampling scheme, testing
repime and seuing of targets.

There is no inention of carrying oul vaccination programmes.
Nu vaccination is currently carried oul. Commission Regulation (ECy No L F77/2006 on
the reguiremenis lor use of antimicrobials and vaccings in control programmes for



pouitry will be adhered to. Antimicrobials will not be uscd as preventive measurcs in any
Salmonella controf programme.

4.4.8 Measures and applicabic legislation as regavds the compensaiion for owners of
slaughicred and kifled animals:

“Collection ol inlormation on Foonosis and Aoonetic Agent Rules™ - LN 7872005, ant.
8.1 which flls under the Veterinary Service Act: and ar. 8.1, of this sume Act, set down
provisions lur (inancial compensation,

4.4.% [aformation and assessroent on biosceurity measures management and
infrasiructure in place ia the flocks nvolved.
Please reler to Part Al point 2.3

5. General descripteon of costs and henefifs.

The costs w the farmer will be folt initially in cases ol eradication, The farmaer will
obviously cneounter losses following eradication and costs in upgrading hoidings.
Ilowever, in the long run the Tarmer will berefit from a reduction in costs of medicinals
and Farm management. They will see an increase in production and financial return also
from the vverall positive impact conswmer confidence in local produce.

"The costs on socicty will be due to an increase in waste that will have to be eliminated.
Fenwever, there would be the benelits of food safcty,

6. Duta on the epideminlogical evolution during the tast five years
a. 1 Evolution of xoonatic salmoncilosis

24
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MINISTERU GHAR-RIZORSI U WMINISTRY FOR RESOURCES AND

AFFARIET RURALI RURAL AFFAIRS
Tagsima te' Regolaman! Velerinarjo, Vaterlnary Regufatian, Fisharfas
Monservazzionl u Kontroll tax-5ajd Conservation & Comirofl Division

Arnncx 1

27" August 2009

DECLARATION

The Veterinary Regulation Fisheries Conservation Control Division as competent authotity,
respongible for the implementation of the National Salmeneiia Control Programme in layer focks
of Gallug gallus, confirms adherence to the provisions laid down in relevant veterinary
legislation governing zoonotic salmonella. These being namely, Covneil Directive 2003/9%EC,
Council Regulation 2003/2160/EC, Commission Regulation 2006/1168/EC and Commissian
Regulation 1177/2006/EC. Particular attention will be given to confirmation of results and
verification of achievement of the Community target.

ABATTOR SQUARE, ALBERTOWN, MARSA MHES 1123 -MALTA
TELEFHONE: {358} Z59050600 - FAX (356121 2301605
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Veterinary Services Act, 2001 [Act No. XXII of 2001)

Legal Notices

Veterinary Services Act, 2001 (Act No. XXIII OF 2001}, : L.N. 30 of 2002
Commencement Notice

Veterinary Surgecns' Council (First Elections) LN, 248 of 2003
Regulations. 2003

Trade in Fguidae ntended for Competitions and laving | L.N. 280 of 2003
rlown Canditions for Participation Requlations 2003

Certificate of Hybrid Breeding Pigs. their Semen, Ova LN, 281 of 2003

and Embryos RKequlations; 2003

Hyhbrid-Breeding Pigs for Breeding Requiations, 2003

L.N. 282 of 2003

Accepiance of Pure-Bred Breeding Animals of the L.N. 283 of 2003
Bovine Species for Breeding Purpeoses Requlations, Amended by
2003 E.N. 117 of 2007
Acceptance of Pure-Bred Breeding Pigs for Breeding LN 284 of 2003
Purposes Regquiations, 2003

Entry in Reqisters for Hybrid Breeding Pigs L.N. 285 of 2003
Eequlations, 2063

Pure-Bred Breeding Bovines Regulations, 2003 L.N. 286 of 2003
Zootechnical Standards for Breeding Animals of the LN, 287 of 2003
Porcine Specigs Requlations., 2003

Requlations on Methods for Momitoring Pedormancs L.N. 288 of 2003
and Assessing the Genetic Value of Pure-Bred and

Hybrid Breeding Pigs, 2003

Trade with Member States in Equidae Requlations L.N. 289 of 2003
{Zootechnical and Genealogical Conditions), 2003

Zootechnical and Pedigree Regquirements for the L.N. 290 of 2003
Marketing of Pure-Bred Animals, 2003

Pura-Bred Breeding Sheep and Goats Regulations, L.N. 2891 Of 2003

2003




Zootechnical and Genealogical Conditions applicable

L.

282 of 2003

to Imports from Third Countries of Animals. thewr
Semen, Ova and Embryos Regulations, 2003

Collection of Data Concerning Competitions for
Equidag Regulations, 2003

LN

307 of 2003

Crteria for the Recognition of Breeders’ Organisations

L.N.

308 of 2003

and Associations which maintzin or establish Hard-
haoks for Pure-hred Breeding Animals of the Bovine
Species Regulations, 2003

ldentification of Equidae for Breeding and Produclion

L.N.

308 of 2003

Requiations, 2003

Method for the Genetic ldentification of Pure-bred
Breeding Animals of the Bovine Species Regulations,

1 2003

LN

310 of 2003

For the Criteria for approval and supervision of
Breaders Associations and Breeding Qrganisations
which establish of maintain Herd-Books for Pure-Bred
Breeding Pigs, Regulations 2003

LN

2311 of 2003

Certificate of Pure-Bred Breading Pigs. their Semen,
Ova and Embryos Regqulations, 2003

L.N. 312 of 2003

Pedigree and Zootechnical Requirements for the
Importation of Semen of Certain Animals Regulations.
2003

il
1

LM,

313 of 2003

—Appmval Supervision of Bregdears” Association
Breeding Oroganisations and Private Undertakings
{Reqisters for Hybrid 8reeding Pigst Requlations,
2003

L.N,

314 of 2003

Specimen Pedigree Cerlificates for the Ova of

Breading Animals of the Bovine Species and the
Relative Particufars Requlations, 2003

LN

315 of 2003

Criteria for Enfering Caitle in Herd-Books Regulations,

L.N.

316 of 2003

2003

Specimen and the Paniculars on the Pedigres
Certificate of Pure-Bred Breeding Animals of the
Bowvine Speciez Regulafions, 2003

L.M.

317 of 2003




Co-Ordination between Organisations and
Associations which maintain or establish Siud-Books
for Registered Fquidae Regulations, 2003

L.N.

318 of 2003

Criteria for Approval of Breeders' Organizaticns and

L.N.

321 of 2003

Associations which establish or maintain Flock-Books
for Pure-Bred Breeding Sheep and Goats Regulations,

2003

Pure-Bred Braading Pigs (Entry into Herd-Bcoks
Criteria) Requlations, 2003

. 322 of 2003

Periormance Monitering Methods and Metheds for
Assessing Cattle's Genetic Value for Pure Bred
Animais of the Bovine Species Requiations, 2003

LM

323 of 2003

dentification Document {Passport) Accompanying

Registered Equidae Reguiations. 2003

LN

324 of 2003

{Entry in Flock-Books Criteria) Pure-Bred Breeding
Sheep and Goats Regulations, 2003

L.M.

325 of 2003

Methods for Monitoring Performance and Assessing

L.N.

326 of 2003

the Genetic Value of Fure-Bred Breeding Sheep and
Goais Requlations, 2003

Critenig for the Acceptance for Breeding Purpoeses of

L.N.

327 of 2003

Pure-Bred Breeding Sheep and Goats and the Use of
their Semen. Qva or Embryos Requlations, 2003

Zootechnical Certificates for Pure-Bred Breeding
Sheep and Goats, their Semen, Ova and Embryos

Regulations, 2003

L.N.

328 of 2003

Criteria for the approval or Recognition of
Organisations and Associations which maintain or
establish Stud-Books for Eegistered Equidae
Reguiations, 2003

LN

329 of 2003

Emtry and Registration of Equidae Criteria in Stud-
Books for Breeding Purposes Requlations, 2003

L.N.

330 of 2003

Particufars found in Zeotechnical Certificates of

Semen, Ova and Embrygs from Reagistered Equidae
Renqulations, 2003

L.N.

331 of 2003

Veterinary angd Zootechnical Checks applicable in
Trade with Member States in cegain Live Animals and
Products Reg._qlatic:ns. 2003

L.N. 353 of 2003




Veterinary Checks appiicable in Intra-Community
Trade with Member States in Animal Products
Regulations, 2003

L.N. 354 of 2003

Principles Governing the Organisation of Veterinary
Checks on Animals Entering the Community from
Third Countries Via Border Inspection Posts of the
Territory of Malta Regulations, 2003

L.N. 355 of 2003

Principles Gaverning the Organisation of Veterinary
Checks on Products Emtering the Termtory of Maita

from Third Countries Regulations, 2003

L.M. 356 of 2003

Praveniion, Control and Eradication of Certain

Tranzmissible Spongiform Encephalopathies
Regulations, 2004

L.N. 58 of 2004

Pracedure for Veterinary Checks at Border Inspection
Fasts on Products from Third Countries Regulations.
2004

L.N. 85 of 2004
Repealed by
L.N. 467 of 2004

Redquiremenis for the Production and Flacing on the

L.N. 118 of 2004

Market of Minced Meat and Meat Preparations, 2004

Repealed by
L.N. 83 of 2006

Heslth Problems Affecting the Production and

i Marketing of Meat Products and Certain other

Products of Animal Origin Regulations, 2004

L.N. 118 of 2004
Repealed by
L.N. 83 of 20086

Fresh Meat (Bovine, Swine, Sheep, Goats and
Domestic Solipeds) for Humman Consumption

Regulations. 2004

L.N. 120 of 2004
Repealed by
L.N. 83 of 2006

Health Rules for the Production and Placing on the
markst of Raw Milk, Heat-Treated Mik and Mitk-Based
Froduclts Reaulations. 2004

LN 130 of 2004
Repealed by
L.M. 83 of 2006

Mutual Recognition of Qualifications of Veterinary
Surgeons Reguiations, 2004

L.N. 257 of 2004
Amended by
L.N. 32 of 2008

Health Problems affecting the Production and Placing

LN, 258 of 2004

on the Market of Fresh Poultry-iMeat Regulations,
2004

Repealed by
LN, 83 of 2008

Cerificate and Inspection Report linked to Intra-

Cammunity Trade in Animal and Products of_&_&imal

L.N. 293 of 2004




Crigin Regulations, 2004

Approval of Border [nspection Posts responsible for

L.N. 468 of 2004

Yeternary Checks on Products intreduced into the
European Community from Third Countries via a
Border Inspection Post in Malta Requlations, 2004

Procedures for Veterinary Checks at Border Inspection

L.N. 467 of 2004

Posts on the Territory of Maita on Products Impored
from Third Countries Bequlations, 2004

Animal Health Conditions Governing Intra-Community

L.N. 468 of 2004

Trade and lmports from Third Countries of Fresh
Pauliry Meat Reguiations. 2004

Repealed by
L.N. 83 of 2006

Yaterimary Medicinal Products Requlations, 2004

L.M. 469 of 2004
Amended by

LN. 82 of 2006
L.N. 23 of 2008

Regolamenti ta' |-2004 dwar Prodotti Medicinali
Weterinarii

AL 469 ta i-2004
Emendati bl-AL. 82 ta' |-
2006

AL 2318 12009

Public and Animal Health Problems affecting the
Production and Placing on the Market of Rabbit and

Earmed Game Meaat Rules, 2004

L.N. 502 of 2004
Repealed by
L.N. B3 of 2008

Public and Animal Health Problems relating to the
Killing and the Placing en the Market of Wild Game
Meat Rules, 2004

L.N. 504 of 2004
Repealed by
L.MN. 83 of 2006

Regeolamenti ta’ 1-2004 dwar Problemi ta' Sahha
Pubblika u ta' LAnnimali relatati mal-Qtil v t-Taeghid
fis-Suq tal-Laham ta' FAnnimali Selvagqi

AL 504 ta' 1-2004
Imhassrin bFAL. 83 ta' |-
2006

Animal Health Problems Affecting Intra-Community
Trade in Bovine Animals and Swine Rules. 2004

L.N. 505 of 2004

Regolamenti ta' [-2004 dwar Problemi ta' Sahha fl-
Anngrali [ dolgtu FKummere Intra-Kommunitarju'
fAnnimali Bovini u Majjali

A.L. 505 of 2004

Registration of Holdings in National Databases for
Porcine Animals Ruleg, 2004

L.N. 508 of 2004

Regoii ta’ -2004 dwar ir-Reqistrazzioni ta’ Rzigzet fid-

AL 508 of 2004

Database Nazzicnali ghal Annimali Forcini

Animal Health Conditions Governing Intra-Community

L.N. 509 of 2004

Trade in Ovine and Caprine Animals Rules, 2004

Repealed by




L.N. 83 of 2006

Reqaoli ta’ 112004 dwar i-Kundizzjonijiet tas-Sahha ta’ |-

Al 509 of 2004

Annimali li lirreqolaw -Kummers Intra-Komunitarju ta’
Annimali Ovini 1 Kaprini

Imhassrin bl-A L. 83 t5'
2008

Foot-and-Mouth Dissase (Control Measures) Rules,

LN. 510 of 2004

2004

Regcii ta' [-2004 dwar Mizuri ta' Kontroll tal-kMarda ta' |-

AL 510ta' 12004

llsien u Dwiefer

fdentification and Registration of Bovine Animals

{Levels of Controls) Ruiles 2005

L.N. 68 of 2005

Health and Veterinary Inspection Problems_upon

lmiportation of Boving Animals, Swine and Fresh Meat
from Third Countries Rules, 2005

L.M. 69 of 2005

List of Intended Uses of Animal Feedingstuffs for
. Particular Nutritional Purpeses Rules, 2005

L.N. ¥0 of 2045

Requirements for the Determinaticn of Levels of
Dicxins and Diexin-like PCBs in Feedingstuffs Rules,

2005

LN. 70 of 2005

Fules on the Analyical Method for the Determination

L.N. 75 of 2005

of Constituents of Animal Origin for the Official Gontrol
of Feedingstuffs, 2005

Categories of Feed Materials which may be used for

L.M. 77 of 2005

| the Purposes of Labelling Compound Feedingstuffs for
| Pet Animals Rutes. 2005

Coitection of information on Zoonoses and Zoonotic

L.N. 78 of 2005

Agents Rules, 2005

Measures to moniter cerfain Substances and REesidues

L.MN. 80 of 2005

thereof in Live Animais and Animal and Animal
Froduct Rules, 2005

Regoli ta’ 112005 dwar il-Mizur ghall-Monitoragg ta”
cerli Sustanza u Residwi taghhom fAnnimali bajjin U
Frodoetti ta' [-annimali

Al B80ta'|-2005

Undesirable Substances in Animal Feeds Bules, 2005

L.N. 81 of 2005
Aumended b:.-f

L.N. 16 of 2007
L.M, 118 of 2607
L.N. 118 of 2007




LL]& Dfficial Control of Feedingstuffs Rules, 2005

L.MN. 14 of 2008
Animal Health Conditions governing the Movement L.N. 88 of 2005
and Impor fram Third Countries of Eugidae Rules.
2005
Praduets Used in Animal Nutntion Rules. 2005 L.N. 280 of 2005
Categories of Feed Materials used for Labelling L.N. 90 of 2005
Compound Feedingstuffs for Anfmals other than Pet
Animals Rules, 2005
tethods for Analysis in the Official Control of L M. 83 of 2005
Feedingstuifs Bules. 2005
Prohibition on the Use in Stock-Farming of Substances | L.M. 86 of 2003
having a Hormaonal ar Thyrostatic Action and of
Betaagonists Rules, 2005
Sampling Methods and Methods of Analysis for the L.N, 97 of 2005
Official Control of the Levels for Certain Contaminants
in Foodstuffs Bules, 2005
Sampling Methods and the methods of analysis for the | LN, 93 of 2005
official control of the fevels of lead, cadmium, mercury
and 3-MCPD in Foodstuffs Rules. 2005
Methods of Analysis for the Official Contiol of L.N. 99 of 2005
Feaedingstuffs Kules. 2005
Conditions for the Registering of Establishments LN, 100 of 2005
cperating in the Animal Feed Sector Bules, 2003
Regoli ta' 2005 dwar Kondizzjonijiet ghar- ALl 100 ta' |-2005
Re:istrazzjoni ta' Stabbilimenti §i joperaw fi-Qasam ta’
l-lkel ta’ FAnnimak
Methods of Analysis for the Official Control of Feeding- | L.N. 141 of 2005
Stufie Requlations, 2005
Regali ta' [-2005 dwar il-Metodi ig2’ Analizi tal-Kontroll Al 1411ta8' |-2005
Ufficjali ta' -Affarijiet ta” |-ikel
Animal Health (Production, Processing, Distribution L.N. 145 of 2005
and Introducticn of Products for Human Consumption),
Fules 2005
Introductery Methods for Sampling and Analysis for L.N. 146 of 2005




Animal Nutrition (Qrganisation of Officiai Insptections),

L.M. 147 of 2005

2005

——

Conditions governing the preparation, placing onthe

market and use of medicated feedingstuffs Rules,
2005

L.N. 225 of 2005

Feedingsiufis Intended for Particular Nutritionaf
Purposes Rulas, 2005

L.N. 225 of 2005

Sampling Methods and methods of analysis for the

official control of dioxins and the determination of
dioxin-like PCBs in Foadstuffs Rules. 2005

L.N, 241 of 2005

Community Methods for the Analysis and Official
Control of Feedingstufis Rules, 2005

L.N. 252 of 2005
Repealed by
L.N. 83 of 2006

Examination for Trichinae (Trichinella Spiralis) upon

L.N. 253 of 2005

Importation from Third Countries of Fresh Meat
Derived from Domestic Swine Rules, 2005

Methods of Analysis for the Official Control of
Feedingstuffs Rules. 2005

L.N. 265 of 2005
Amended by
LN, 62 of 2006

Identification and Reqistration of Animals Rules. 2005

| N. 292 of 2005

Health Conditions gaverning Intra-Community Trade in

L.M. 293 of 2005

Qvine and Caprine Animals Rules, 2005

Control and Eradication of the Blue Tongue Disease
rules, 2004

L.N. 294 of 2005

Foot-and-Mouth Diseaze (Control MMeasures) Rules,

L.N. 305 of 2003

2005

Analysie of Chemical Levels in the Control of
Feaedingstuffs Rules. 2005

L.N_3089 of 2005

Classical Swine Fever (Precauticns) Fules. 2005

L.N. 310 of 2005

Bovine Animals {ldentification. Registration) and Beef

L.N. 311 of 2005

Labelling Rules, 2005

Official Control of Foodstuffs Ruies, 2005

L.M. 313 of 2005




fMeasures for the Eradication of Bruceliosis L.M. 314 of 2005
Tubercalosis and Leucosis Rules, 2005
Bivalve Molluses (Minimum Measures for the Control L.M. 316 of 2005
of Diseases) Rules, 2005
Maasures for the Control of Fish Diseases Rules, 2005 | LN 354 of 2005
Circulation of Compound Feedingstuffs Rules, 2005 L.N. 362 of 2005
Control of Certain Animal Diseases {and Specifially the | LN, 3866 of 2005
Swine Vasicular Disease) Rules, 2005
Regoli ta' -2005 dwar Mizur ghall-Kontroll ta’ Ceru AL 268 ta' I-2005
Mard ta’ |-&nnimali u Mizur Specifici relatati mal-Mard
Vesikulari tai-Maijal
Circulation and Use of Feed Materials Rules, 2005 LN 374 of 2005
Redqol ta' -2005 dwar ic-Cirkolazzjoni u |-Uzu ta’ AlL. 374 ta' |-2005
Materjal ta' I-Ghalf
Cenrificafion of Animals and Animal Products Rules. L.N. 384 of 2005
2005
Hyqiene of Foodstuffs Rules 2008 L.N. 385 of 2005
Methods of Analysis for the Official Contrel of L.N. 62 of 2006
Feedingstuifs (Amendment) Ruies. 2006
Veterinary Medicinal Products (Amendment) L.N. 82 of 2008
Reqgulstions, 2006
Foad Hyaiene and Heslth Conditions far the LIN.83 of 20068
Production and Placing on the Market of Certain
Products of Anirmnal Crigin intended for Human
Consumption fAmendments and Repeals) Rules, 2006
Use and Marketing of Enzymes, Micro-arganisms and | L.N. 258 of 2006
their Preparations in Animal Mutrition Rules, 2006
Poultrymeat Marketing Standards Requlations, 2006 L.M. 274 of 2006

Council Regulation (EECY No 1806/80 of 26 June 199%)
on certain marcketing stahdards lor poultoymcal

Lommission Requlation (EEC)Y No 1538/81 of 5 June
1991 intreducing detailed rules for implementing Regulation
19060 EEC on cerlain marketing standaeds for
poulirvimeai




Undesirable Substances in Animal Feeds L.N. 16 of 2007
{Amendment) Rules. 2007
Acceptance of Pure-Bred Breeding Animals of the L.N. 117 of 2067
Bovine Species for Bregding Purposes {Amendment}
Regulations, 2007
Undesirable Substances in Animal Feeds Rules, 2005 | L.N. 118 of 2007
(Amsndment)
Undesirable Substances in Animat Feeds 1.N. 119 of 2007
{Amendment) (No. 2} Rules. 2007

L
Undesirable Substances in Animal Feeds Rules, 2008 | L.N. 14 of 2008
Measures for the Control of Avian Influenza Rules | L.N. 88 of 2008
2008
Mutual Recognition of Qualifications of Velerinary L.N. 89 of 2008
Surgeons (Amendment} Regulations, 2008
Control of Certain Animal Diseases {(and Specifically LN, 287 of 2008
the Swine Vesrular Disease) Rules, 2008
Veterinary Medicinal Products (Amendment) L.N. 23 of 2009
Regulations, 2009
Animal Health Requirements for Aguacuiture Animals | L.N. 24 of 2009
and Products theregd, and on the Prevention and Al 24 ta' 2008
Conirol of Certain Diseases in Aguatic Animals Rules,
2008

i List of Intended Uses of Animal Feedingstufis for { N.49of 2009

i Particular Nutritional Purposes Rules, 2009

Al 49 1a'i-2009

Prohibition on the Use of Cerdain Substances in
Stockfarming having & Hormonal or Thyrostatic Effect

and of Beta-aganists Rules 2009

LN

87 of 2009






