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Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza
version : 2.2

1. Identification of the programme 

Member state : LATVIJA

Disease : avian influenza in poultry and wild birds

Request of Community co-financing from beginning of : 2013 to end of 2013

1.1  Contact

Name : Edvins Olsevskis

Phone : +371 67095240

Fax. : +371 67322727

Email : edvins.olsevskis@pvd.gov.lv

2. Description and implementation of the surveillance programme in 
poultry

2.1.1  Designation of the central authority in charge of supervising and  
coordinating the departments responsible for implementing the 
programme

(max. 32000 chars) : 

The Food and Veterinary Service (FVS) of the Republic of Latvia is a state administrative institution 
headed by the CVO and supervised by the Ministry of Agriculture.   
The FVS consists of the central body placed in Riga and territorial structural units (the local level) – 10 
territorial offices and one city office. The central body coordinates activities of the local level and ensure 
a unified implementation of legislation. The local level caries out the official surveillance in accordance 
with the state surveillance programmes and reports to the central body. The State authorised 
veterinarians report to the respective local veterinary office. Food and Veterinary Service is responsible 
for implementation of AI surveillance programme. 
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2.1.2  System in place for the registration of holdings 

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Regulation of Cabinet of Ministers No 650, 16 August, 2011 “Order of registration of animals, herds and 
holdings and identification of animals” determines order of individual identification of cattle, pigs, 
sheep, goats and horses and registration of holdings of agricultural animals, bee gardens, fishponds, 
hatcheries of aquatic animals (Repealing Regulation of Cabinet of Ministers No 712, 16 December, 2003 
“Order of registration of animals, herds and holdings and identification of animals”). This regulation is 
harmonised with Council Directives 92/100/EEC and 90/427/EEC. 
 
All laboratory tests will be done by institute of Food Safety, Animal Health and Environment - "BIOR" 
which is National Reference laboratory for avian influenza in Latvia.  
 
Sampling in commercial poultry flocks will be carried out during autumn (September-October). Backyard 
poultry flocks will be sampled during spring (April-May) and autumn (September -October).  

2.1.3  Design (risk based or surveillance based on representative sampling)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Method used for poultry disease surveillance will be surveillance based on representative sampling. 

2.1.3.1 Short description of  predominant poultry population and types of 
poultry production

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Predominant poultry population in the territory of Latvia is laying hens, and actually there are two  
poultry production types - broilers (for meat) and laying hens for egg production. Commercial poultry 
farms  Republic of Latvia selling live poultry or their products. Total number of laying hens is slightly 
above two million birds.  
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2.1.3.2 Criteria and risk factors for risk based surveillance(1)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Food and Veterinary Service is responsible for implementation of AI surveillance programme in whole 
territory of Latvia taking into account the risk factors - e.g. 1) the location of the poultry holding in 
proximity to wet areas, 2)free range production, 3) presence of more than one poultry species. The 
inspectors of FVS will take samples in commercial poultry farms. Veterinarians will take blood samples 
from poultry in backyard flocks.

(1) Including maps showing target sampling sites identified as being particularly at risk for the introduction of avian 
influenza virus, taking into account criteria set out in point 4 of Annex I to Commission Decision 2010/367/EC. 

  
 

2.2 Target populations  (2)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Laying hens, free range laying hens in backyard flocks, chicken breeders, ducks, geese.

(2) including MS specific exceptional circumstances as described in Annex I point 3 of Commission Decision 2010/367/EU) 
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