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▪ Up to and including 2019:

● Amount (kg) of food loss and waste 
in NL

● Entire food chain from farm to fork

● Destinations: food banks, animal 
feed, biogas, composting, 
incineration, landfill

● Food waste: animal feed – landfill

Monitoring and reporting of FLW in NL
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● Split into

● Avoidable (edible)

● Potentially avoidable (no by-product, edible, but removed from food 
chain for economic, technologic, legislative or product intrinsic reasons)

FLW in NL, update 2019

https://doi.org/10.18174/558030


▪ After 2020: following the EU delegated act on FLW reporting:

● Amount (kg) of food loss and waste in NL

● Split into

● Chain links

● Destinations: biogas, composting, incineration, landfill

● Voluntary reporting on donations and feed

Monitoring and reporting of FLW in NL
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▪ Conversion from NL to EU reporting requirements challenges:

● No sufficient public data on split into chain links

● Feed not considered FLW, in conflict with national strategy

● Use of (in)edible instead of (potentially) (un)avoidable

● Reporting based on public statistics on feed and waste management, 
no primary data

▪ Self-reporting enables development of primary data from 
(sub)sectors

▪ Validation is required with national statistics / public sources

Monitoring and reporting of FLW in NL
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▪ Aiming for: engagement of all stakeholders in the food system in 
FLW reduction, addressing own operation and within their chain

▪ By stimulating:

● Self-reporting

● KPI development

▪ By providing

● Harmonised (sub)sector specific monitoring templates

● Bench marking

Self-reporting of FLW in NL
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Food Waste Free United ecosystem

6https://www.samentegenvoedselverspilling.nl

https://www.samentegenvoedselverspilling.nl/


Food Waste Free United ecosystem
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Current state of sector-based data
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Primary Sector

No registration, 
destinations 
known

→ Inclusion of 
questions on 
FLW in 
economic 
survey

→ Upscaling to 
production 
areas + 
volumes

Manufacturing 
& trade

Side & waste 
streams 
registration 
(undisclosed) + 
destinations

→ Developing 
benchmarks 
and yearly 
updates for 
some sectors

→ Upscaling to 
sector sizes

Retail

Supermarkets and 
online: 
representative 
data via converted 
loss registration 
(€) + destinations

→ Developing 
benchmarks 
and yearly 
updates

→ Upscaling with 
market shares

Other retail: no
data

Out-of-home

> 30 subsectors

Restaurants: food 
waste horeca
challenge

Company catering:
benchmark for 
unsold products

Party catering:
challenge ongoing

→ Upscaling to 
sector sizes

Households

3-annual 
compositional 
analysis + survey; 
representative data



▪ Presentation of FLW topic to companies, individually or via branche organisation 
meetings

▪ Pilot to develop sector specific registration templates

▪ Broader participation of sector with call to companies

▪ Meetings to share results, discuss findings and communication

▪ Data management: agreements, procedure, online secure data portal, additional data 
security for analyses

Organising self-reporting of FLW in NL
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▪ Use of sector specific teminology

▪ Provide definition and examples

▪ Support consideration of all process

steps

▪ Validation of template with pilot

companies with actual data

▪ Allow and process feedback

Self-reporting templates
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Supermarkets 

and online

Self-reporting of FLW in NL
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Manufacturing 

and trade

Out-of-home

FW in supermarkets (2018)
FW in supermarkets (2020)
2022: expected in Nov ‘22

▪ Potato processing (frozen and chilled); 2020-2022

▪ Industrial bakeries (fresh bread, preserved bread, pastry); 
2020-2022

▪ Vegetable and fruit trade; 2020-2022

▪ Slaughterhouses and deboning (pig, veal, beef); 2021, 2022

▪ Confectionary, cookies, nuts, crisps, chocolate

▪ Meat processing

▪ Vegetable and fruit processing

SCALE 12.3 (EU) cluster: 
company catering, banqueting

https://www.wur.nl/nl/Onderzoek-Resultaten/Onderzoeksinstituten/food-biobased-research/Show-fbr/Nederlandse-supermarkten-maken-voedselverspilling-inzichtelijk-F00DWa5.htm
https://www.wur.nl/nl/onderzoek-resultaten/onderzoeksinstituten/food-biobased-research/show-fbr/nederlandse-supermarkten-maken-voedselverspilling-inzichtelijk-f00dwa5-1.htm


▪ Clear definitions of FLW

▪ Context data: sector specific challenges

▪ Obtaining representative data for each (sub)sector: motivating 

companies to participate

▪ Time needed from FLW experts to support companies

▪ Communication to engage other, including policy makers and society

Challenges in self-reporting
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https://samentegenvoedselverspilling.nl/tools-voor-impact/actielijn-1/meten-weten-pure-winst/
https://samentegenvoedselverspilling.nl/tools-voor-impact/actielijn-1/meten-weten-pure-winst/


Impact of FLW in households
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Thank you for your 

attention!

Martijntje Vollebregt

Martijntje.Vollebregt@wur.nl

+31 317 481153
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Food Loss and Waste Prevention - WUR

mailto:Martijntje.Vollebregt@wur.nl
https://www.wur.nl/en/research-results/research-institutes/food-biobased-research/research-themes/food-waste.htm
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