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Why this Own Initiative?

Fish are sentient beings, can feel pain (OIE, 2008, EFSA, 2009)
are more sensitive to their environment and EU regulations
require that we pay full regard to their welfare.

Furthermore, only a very few medicines and vaccines are
available to fish farmers.

The group selected handling and water quality  as horizontal 
issues important to all fish species and also across all 
production stages. 

The guidelines created by this initiative will allow farmers, 
competent authorities and the public to best ensure fish 
welfare.
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Structure of Guidelines
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Photographs: Courtesy 
of Dr Michael Pavlidis

General guidelines on Water 
Quality and Handling identify 
the important parameters and 
detail any recommendations 
that are applicable across all 
species.

Species specific chapters then 
give detail on the specific 
parameters and 
recommendations for that 
species: trout, seabass, 
seabream and carp.

Final chapter highlighting 
priorities for future work 
and important knowledge 
gaps.



General guidelines
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The text of this guideline on handling of vertebrate fish 
(hereafter named “fish”) is a combination of:

Provisions and guidelines on handling of farmed fish 
from:
 the Council of Europe Recommendation concerning 

farmed fish, 
 the OIE Aquatic Animal Health Code,
 the knowledge and experience from initiative members. 

Guides to good animal welfare practice for the handling 
of farmed fish developed by the voluntary initiative 
subgroup on fish.



Topic No 1: Fish Handling
General Guidelines Outline
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Section I. Provisions from the Council of Europe 
Recommendation concerning farmed fish

Section II. Guides to good animal welfare practice 

Each section covers:
A: General principles (gentle handling etc.)
B: Guidelines for the operator (documentation system, 
training etc.)
C: Guidelines on specific practices (crowding, pumping etc.)



Topic No 2: Water Quality
General Guidelines Outline

Section I. Provisions from the Council of Europe 
Recommendation concerning farmed fish

Section II. Guides to good animal welfare practice 

Each section covers:
A: General principles (supply, complexity etc.)
B: Guidelines for the operator (farm design, contingency
plans etc.)
C: Guidelines on specific water quality parameters and
operating procedures (oxygen, ammonia, monitoring etc.)
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Topic No 3: Species specific provisions 
-Document outline 

 TROUT
 SEA BASS and SEA BREAM
 COMMON CARP

 Section: biological and behaviourcharacteristics
 Section: types of farming systems
 Section: water quality parameters
 Section: welfare indicators for each species
 Section: special handling recommendations
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Future work: Fish
FINALISATION
Platform to adopt or approve these guidelines early 
2020
Next stage if feasible:
 Housing
 Killing Photographs: Courtesy 

of Dr Michael Pavlidis
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