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Legal background

* Article 56 of Implementing Regulation (EU) 2023/594
— Development of a national Action plan for wild boar management
— Co-ordination of several authorities and institutions

— Hunting is in the competence of the Federal States - therefore, they are

requested to coordinate the measures and send the annual report to the
ministry
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Disease situation
* Austria is still free from African swine fever
* Main goals
— Maintainance of freedom
— Raising of awareness
— Reducing of wild boar density
* Difficulties
— ASF is a threat in Europe since 2014 - difficult to maintain the awareness

— No financial incentives for hunters
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background
* 9 federal states = 9 hunting laws
— Hunting year is the same as the calender year: 5 federal states
— Hunting season lasts from 1.4. to 31.3. of the following year: 4 fed. states
— Wild boar hunting is permitted the whole year round
— Wild boar density is estimated based on the hunting bag
* Different landscape - different density
— East: flat, hilly, good habitat for wild boar

— West: high mountains, no optimal habitat for wild boar



Wild boar density
in Europe

Source: RESEARCH ARTICLE Wild
boar mapping using population-
density statistics: From polygons
to high resolution raster maps
Claudia Pittiglio, Sergei
Khomenko, Daniel Beltran-
Alcrudo*
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Action plan - main goal
* Reduction of the wild boar density

— federal states with higher WB densitiy: increase of 5% of the previous
year's hunting bag

— federal states with lower WB density: Wild boar density should not
increase; same hunting bag as previous year
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Hunting bag 2023/2024 in Austria



Results

* Yellow: high WB density -
increase of hunting bag

* Blue: low WB denisity - stable
population

* ?:noreport

* Tirol: no own population;
animals are migrating
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hunting bag
Federal State 2023 2024 |goal achieved
Burgenland 10,614 5,616 yes *
Karnten 754 458 no **
Niederosterreich ?
Oberdsterreich ?
Salzburg 80 50
Steiermark 2,418 2,762 yes
Tirol 2 5 yes
Vorarlberg ?
Wien ?

* Shootings have been financially supported in recent
years and have therefore increased

** records since 1980 show an increase in shot wild boar
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Additional measures in Austria
* Active surveillance of wild boar (ASF and CSF)
* Obligation to report dead found WB to the authorities, sampling
* Regular meetings of the Task Force ASF/CSF
* Exercises of the federal states
— 2024 in Styria: search for WB carcasses

with drones and dogs
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Active surveillance of wild boar in Austria, 2024

* Found dead: n =223

* Hunted WB: n = 663
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Example Karnten: figures from 1980 - 2024

biological system - not
every year is a “wild boar
year” (3 year cycle)
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Conclusions

Awareness among hunters is high - but the willingness to report is low

even if we do not have good results in terms of numbers, there are many
other positive facts:

— Exercises with neighbouring countries

— Active surveillance

— High animal disease awareness in general due to the increased threat
level (FMD, PPR, HPAI, BT, EHD,......)
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Thanks for your attention!

Website Lower Austria Hunting
Association:

“Reduction of the high wild boar
population in Lower Austria is
necessary to prevent epidemics
and to minimize damage to
agriculture”
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