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• 10% of all movements of animals within the EU

• Two main exit points

• Increasing trend

CONTEXT

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Main exit points: BG-Turkish border (Kapitan Andreevo) 52% cattle and 64% sheep/goats;  and PL-Belarus border (42% cattle)



STARTING POINT - 2016
• Complaints from NGOs during the summer 
concerning exports by road to Turkey

• Do the NGOs have a point?

• Which Member States should we visit?
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FIRST YEAR

Departure

Transporter

2017:
• 12 Member States sent 1,696 consignments 

by road to Turkey in Jun-Aug

• More complaints from NGOs during the 
summer re. exports by road to Turkey



APPROVAL OF VEHICLES
• Partitions
• Ventilation
• Area per deck
• Satellite 

Navigation System
• Drinkers

Ventilation, not air 
cooling systems

Temperature 
inside depends 
on temperature 

outside

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Example of good practice: the Netherlands and Germany
To assess the vehicle conditions, authorities in the Netherlands and Germany require the technical opinion of vehicle test engineers from semi-private vehicle inspection and certification bodies, who have specialised knowledge.

Important to consider species AND type of animals



OFFICIAL CONTROLS

• 17 Member States have guidelines/instructions 
to check expected temperatures at the exit 
point (as on September 2019)

High temperatures are a major risk for AW

• Booking at control posts — in TRACES

INSTRUCTIONS NOT FOLLOWED
No overview of what’s done at local level
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CONCLUSIONS
• Discrepancy official data and NGO reports

• “Bad” transporters and “bad” Member 
States

• Difficult to know what are the non-
compliances — ’Other’

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Official data are very good: in 2018, 97.5% consignments complied at the BG border and 99% at the PL border.
Difference in understanding ‘adequate’ ‘ sufficient’, etc.
Observations at the other side of the border (Turkey)

All non-compliances go to one heading in TRACES: ‘others’. Difficult to analyse what are the main remaining problems.
What is the impact of the non-compliances on the animals’ welfare?




RETROSPECTIVE CHECKS

• Temperature records
• Data from Satellite Navigation Systems
• Tachographs

Big differences in quality and quantity
No clear instructions in most cases
Non-EU part of the journey: no data

BTSF held in Grange, IE, in January 2020

Conclusions
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Many officials don’t know how to determine compliance




BG-TR BORDER        n

• Very busy
• No animal facilities
• 6h to clear the Turkish side of the border
• Restricted opening times (improved!)
• Most ‘further delays’ due to ‘bad’ documents 

(identification/zootechnics) – animals blocked 
for days, weeks, months…

• Good practice by some transporters to clear the 
border as early as possible

Conclusions



ACHIEVEMENTS
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• Many CAs have instructions to check 
temperature forecasts at the border

• Possibility to extend opening times on Turkish 
side of the border

• 9 Member States (down from 12) sent 512 
consignments (70% less) by road to Turkey in 
Jun-Aug 2019

• Only one NGO report for summer 2019 – very 
small number of non-compliant vehicles
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Some of our achievements



THREE MESSAGES
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1. PLANNING

2. CONTINGENCIES FOR DELAYS AT THE 
BORDER

3. RETROSPECTIVE CHECKS

More to be done…



Overview reports
• Exports by road:
https://ec.europa.eu/food/audits-
analysis/overview_reports/details.cfm?re
p_id=136

• Exports by sea (livestock vessels):
https://ec.europa.eu/food/audits-
analysis/overview_reports/details.cfm?re
p_id=137
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Translated in all EU languages

https://ec.europa.eu/food/audits-analysis/overview_reports/details.cfm?rep_id=136
https://ec.europa.eu/food/audits-analysis/overview_reports/details.cfm?rep_id=137
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