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African Swine Fever  
situation in Bulgaria 



The ASF situation in domestic pigs in 2020 -2021 
Region Confirmation date Farm category pigs, n 

1 Shumen 03.01.2020 Industrial 24000 

2 Varna 08.01.2020 Industrial 39647 

3 Shumen 08.01.2020 East Balkan pigs 125 

4 Gabrovo 08.01.2020 Family 30 

5 Sliven 08.01.2020 Backyard 2 

6 Varna 20.01.2020 East Balkan pigs 58 

7 Varna 03.02.2020 East Balkan pigs 176 

8 Varna 03.02.2020 East Balkan pigs 138 

9 Varna 03.02.2020 East Balkan pigs 19 

10 Shumen 25.02.2020 East Balkan pigs 39 

11 Varna 25.02.2020 East Balkan pigs 75 

12 Varna 06.03.2020 East Balkan pigs 32 

13 Varna 06.03.2020 East Balkan pigs 12 

14 Varna 06.03.2020 East Balkan pigs 21 

15 Varna 17.03.2020 East Balkan pigs 226 

16 Shumen 26.03.2020 East Balkan pigs 83 

17 Shumen 23.04.2020 East Balkan pigs 105 

18 Shumen 04.08.2020 East Balkan pigs 212 

19 Lovech 01.10.2020 Industrial 554 

Total pigs culled to eradicate ASF outbreak in 2020  65554 



Requested reversion of the regions from part III to part II of CID (EU) 

2014/709 in March 2021 => revised CID and CIR (EU) 2021/605 

• Dobrich region (no outbreak of ASF in domestic pigs ever occurred) 
• Razgrad region (no outbreak of ASF in domestic pigs ever occurred) 
• the municipality of Aksakovo, Varna region (no outbreak of ASF in 

domestic pigs ever occurred) 
• Blagoevgrad region (only one and last ASF occurrence in domestic pigs on 

14.08.2019) 
• Kardzhali region (only one and last ASF occurrence in domestic pigs on 

20.09.2019) 
• Sofia-district region (only one and last ASF occurrence in domestic pigs 

on 02.08.2019) 

Further request for reversion of certain areas from part III to part II of 

Annex I of CIR (EU) 2021/605 

• region of Varna, municipality of Valchi dol 
• region of Silistra, the municipalities of  Silistra and Sitovo 
• region of Ruse, the municipalities of Slivo pole, Ruse, Vetovo, Ivanovo, 

Borovo, Tsenovo and Byala 
• region of Veliko Tarnovo, municipality of Svishtov 
• region of Pleven, the municipalities of Pleven and Levski 
• region of Targovishte, the municipalities of Popovo and Targovishte 
• region of Shumen, the municipalities of Shumen, Kaspichan and Nikola 

Kozlevo 
• region of Sliven, municipality of Sliven  
• region of Vidin, municipality of Vidin 



Further surveillance data provided for the areas requested for reversion  

Region Municipality 
Outbreaks 
occurred 

Surveillance data 

Current 
no. of 

registered 
backyards 

Year 
Type of 
holding 

no. fo 
holding
s 

no. of 
pigs 

no. of 
official 
checks 

no. of 
dead 
pigs 
sample
d 

no. 
of 
bloo
d 
sam
ples 

Varna Valchi dol 
8 Jan 2020 - 

industrial 

2020 Industrial*  1 42700 4 252 29 

2021 Industrial 1 13609 1 8 85 14 

Region Municipality 
Outbreaks 
occurred 

Surveillance data 

Current no. of 
registered 
backyards Year 

Type of 
holding 

no. fo 
holdin
gs 

no. of 
pigs 

no. of 
official 
checks 

no. of dead 
pigs 
sampled 

no. of 
blood 
sample
s 

Silistra 

Silistra 1 Aug 2019 
2020 

Industrial* 2 889 23 65 84 

Sitovo 30 July 2019  Industrial* 1 14518 13 52 96 

Silistra 1 Aug 2019 
2021 

Industrial 2 1060 4 14 0 6 

Sitovo 30 July 2019  Industrial 1 17329 2 30 0 2 



Further surveillance data provided for the areas requested for reversion  

Region Municipality 
Outbreaks 
occurred 

Surveillance data 

Current 
no. of 

register
ed 

backyar
ds 

Year 
Type of 
holding 

no. of 
holdin
gs 

no. 
of 
pigs 

no. of 
official 
checks 

no. of 
dead 
pigs 
sample
d 

no. of 
blood 
sample
s 

Targovishte 

Targovishte 
17 July 
2019 – 

backyard 
2020 

Industrial  2 8990 12 464 200 
Family 
farm 2 165 6 66 0 

Popovo never 
occurred 

Industrial  2 4400 8 502 79 
Family 
farm 2 290 8 80 0 

Targovishte 
17 July 
2019 – 

backyard 
2021 

Industrial 2 9300 2 28 0 
95 Family 

farm 2 125 1 0 6 

Popovo never 
occurred 

Industrial 2 1225 1 18 0 
50 Family 

farm 2 250 1 0 13 

Region 
Municipalit

y Outbreaks occurred 

Surveillance data 

Current 
no. of 

registered 
backyards 

Year 
Type of 
holding 

no. of 
holdings 

no. of 
pigs 

no. of 
official 
checks 

no. of 
dead 
pigs 
sampled 

no. of 
blood 
sampl
es 

Sliven Sliven never occurred 
2020 

Industria
l  2 4595 5 74 127 

Family 
farm 7 423 14 0 240 

2021 

Industria
l 2 3817 2 7   

135 
Family 
farm 7 397 7   30 

Region 
Municipa

lity 

Outbrea
ks 

occurred 

Surveillance data 

Current 
no. of 

register
ed 

backyar
ds 

Year 
Type of 
holding 

no. of 
holding
s 

no. of 
pigs 

no. 
of 
offici
al 
chec
ks 

no. of 
dead 
pigs 
sampled 

no. of 
blood 
sample
s 

Shum
en 

Shumen 
never 

occurred 

202
0 

Industrial 3 
3445

0 12 1181 10 
Family 
farm 7 1198 45 152 334 

Kaspicha
n 

never 
occurred 

Industrial 1 2977 6 106 0 
Family 
farm 1 358 10 23 73 

Nikola 
Kozlevo 

03 Jan 
2020 - 

industria
l 

Industrial
* 1 0 0 10 0 

Family 
farm 1 58 4 0 23 

Shumen 
never 

occurred 

202
1 

Industrial 4 
3212

5 4 301 0 
43 

Family 
farm 6 896 4 13 38 

Kaspicha
n 

never 
occurred 

Industrial 1 3261 1 24 0 
21 Family 

farm 1 233 3 2 0 

Nikola 
Kozlevo 

03 Jan 
2020 - 

industria
l 

Industrial 1 0 0 0 0 

28 
Family 
farm 1 28 2 0 17 



Further surveillance data provided for the areas requested for reversion  

Region 
Municipalit

y 
Outbreaks 
occurred 

Surveillance data 

Current no. 
of 

registered 
backyards 

Year 
Type of 
holding 

no. of 
holdings 

no. of 
pigs 

no. of 
official 
checks 

no. of 
dead pigs 
sampled 

no. of 
blood 
samples 

Veliko 
Tarnovo 

Svishtov 

24 and 31 
July 2019 
- backyard 

and 
industrial 

2019 Industrial*  1 18 502 16 21 58 

2020 Industrial  1 9 700 97 165 87 

2021 Industrial  1 11 300 69 46 0 130 

Region 
Municipal

ity 
Outbreaks 
occurred 

Surveillance data 

Current 
no. of 

registere
d 

backyard
s 

Year 
Type of 
holding 

no. fo 
holdings 

no. of 
pigs 

no. of 
official 
checks 

no. of 
dead pigs 
sampled 

no. of 
blood 
sample
s 

Pleven 
 

Pleven 

never 
occurred 

2020 

Industrial  1 9507 18 911 360 
never 

occurred 
Family 
farm 1 84 30 4 208 

Levski 
never 

occurred Industrial  1 245 31 4 418 

Pleven 

never 
occurred 

2021 

Industrial 1 9594 1 186 0 
33 

never 
occurred 

Family 
farm 1 50 8 0 43 

Levski 
never 

occurred Industrial 1 348 4 0 138 32 



Further surveillance data provided for the areas requested for reversion  

Region Municipality Outbreaks occurred 

Surveillance data 

Current no. 
of 

registered 
backyards 

Year 
Type of 
holding 

no. fo 
holdings 

no. of 
pigs 

no. of 
official 
checks 

no. of 
dead 
pigs 
sampled 

no. of 
blood 
sampl
es 

Ruse 

Borovo never occurred 

2020 

Industria
l  1 795 4 191 284 

Vetovo never occurred 
Industria

l  1 1828 5 73 330 

Ivanovo never occurred 
Industria

l  1 1497 5   505 

Ruse 19 July 2019 - industrial 
Industria

l*  2 0       

Slivo pole 
24 and 26 July 2019 - 
two industrial farms 

Industria
l*  3 60323 24 192 575 

Zenovo 
16 July and 16 August 
2019 - backyard and 

industrial farm 
Industria

l * 1 241 3     

Byala 
16, 19 July, 2 Aug 2019 - 
backyards, family and 

industrial farms 

Industria
l*  1 425 2   52 

Family 
farm* 2 91 7   79 

Borovo never occurred 

2021 

Industria
l  1 790 1   77 3 

Vetovo never occurred 

Industria
l  1 1007 1 26   

3 
Family 
farm 1 5 1     

Ivanovo never occurred 
Industria

l  1 1263 1   42 27 

Ruse 19 July 2019 - industrial 

Industria
l  1 0       

18 
Family 
farm 1 0       

Slivo pole 
24 and 26 July 2019 - 
two industrial farms 

Industria
l  3 72162 1 115   1 

Zenovo 
16 July and 16 August 
2019 - backyard and 

industrial farm 

Industria
l  1 241 1   27 

48 
Family 
farm 1 0       

Byala 
16, 19 July, 2 Aug 2019 - 
backyards, family and 

industrial farms 

Industria
l  1 324 1   36 

51 
Family 
farm 2 93 2 1   

Region 
Municipa

lity 
Outbreaks 
occurred 

Surveillance data 

Current 
no. of 

registere
d 

backyard
s 

Year 
Type of 
holding 

no. fo 
holdings 

no. of 
pigs 

no. of 
official 
checks 

no. of 
dead 
pigs 
sampl
ed 

no. of 
blood 
samples 

Vidin Vidin 

29 July and 
18 Sept 2019 

- backyard 
and 

industrial 

2020 

Industrial  1 4509 14 192 59 

Family farm 1 109 2 2 25 

2021 

Industrial 1 5027 5 47 0 

116 Family farm 0 0       



Conclusions by BFSA 
- Gradual repopulation of the ASF 

affected industrial holdings and 
restoration of the production 

- Significant efforts put into biosecurity 
improvement – concept, procedures 
and infrastructure investments 

- Enhanced official controls system in 
place 

- Passive surveillance system in place 

- Backyard holding action plan in 
operation  

 



ASF situation in wild boar, 12 March – 20 April 2021 

37 ASV pos (5 active surveillance (17%), 32 passive surveillance (100%)) 



Animal Health Department 
tel.: 00359 2 915 98 42 
e_mail: ahw@bfsa.bg; 

http://babh.government.bg/bg/
Page/ah/index/ah/Здравеопаз 

  

Bulgarian Food Safety Agency 

1606 Sofia, Bulgaria 

tel.: 00359 2 915 98 20 

e_mail: ceo@bfsa.bg 

http://babh.government.bg/bg/Page/ASF2/index/ASF2/Африканска   
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