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Standard requirement for the submission of programme

for eradication, control and monitoring
T

ANNEX Ii - PART A

General requirements for the national salmonella control programmes

Member stote - MALTA

(a) State the aim of the program

{max. 4000 chars) :

J carry out a monitering and control programme for Zoonotic Salmonella in laying flocks of Gallus
gallus in accordance to Council Regulation 2160/2003 and Commission Regulation 1168/2006; to
achiave a reduction of the prevalence of Salmonella enteritidis and Salmornella typhimurium.

Malta had not carried out the typing of the isolates cultured during the baseline study of 2004 and
therefore the true prevalence values of Salmonella enteritidis and Salmonella typhimurium are not
known. During the baseline study however the overall prevalence of Salmonellosis was of 43.87%,. In
2009 the Salmonella Control programme an production flocks of laying hens commenced. The
programme could only start being implemented by mid-2009, owing to lack of human resources. Al
farms were tested twice by the end of the yzar. The overall flock prevalence of Salmonellosis is around
35.6%. [n 2009 there were no positive flocks far the targeted seravars, Salmonella enteritidis and
Salmonella typhimuritm was not confirmed , in accordance to CR 123772007, in four cases. The real
prevalence value will be known by the end of 2010. On the basis of current findings, one can assume
that the prevalence of the targeted serovars may osciliate between 10% and 20%.

" Therefore in accordance to article 1 by the end of 2811, at least a 30% reduction of positive flocks of
adutt laying hens would be achieved.

(b) Animal population and phases of production which sampling cover

Cermorsirate the euidance that it cornplies with the einimuem sameling requiremerts lad dowe in pant B of Annaz [l 2 Reguiztion (ECH
Mo 21 E0E0EE of the Evrepean Patliament a=d of the Sourcil O L 325 13 12 2003 o 1 -edwanng the selevan saimad peouimion and phasas
al arcsL el wici samplineg musk oovear

it is mandatory to fill in the box about Animal populations to make the
rest of the questions visibie.

Animal population Laying flocks of Gallus gallus

P.f{q:‘ = aar 370



Standard requirernent for the submission of programme
for eradication, controf and monitoring

rearing flacks M day-old chicks

=2 pollets two weeks before moving to laying phase ar unit

faying flocks %G svery 15 weeks during the laying phase

fc} Demonstrate the evidence...

demaonstrale the ewidence that b samphes with the zpecific requirersents 1aid dewn o Paits C, O and E of Annay [ 1o Regufation [EC)
e 21EDE2002

imax. 4000 chiars) ;

All commercial egg-layirg flocks of Gallus gallus registered with the competent authority are under the
Salmonella National Control Programme. All registered and functioning farms will be tested irrespective
of the capacity.

Malta and Gozo will be considered as one region for the purpose of the Salmonella Control Programme,

The total number of operational holdings at present is forty-seven (47}, These include eleven {11}
holdings have less than 1000 birds.

Number of flacks: There are approximately 11{ separate houses on the forty-seven holdings. The
number of houses in use can fluctuate but the average would be around 100 -110 houses. The close
proximity of the houses within the same holding and family-run management doas not always
quarantee the biosecurity between the different houses. However, distinct and separate houses within
the same holding are considered as a separate epidemiclogical unit and are sampled and analysed
separately,

Flocks found to be infected with the targeted serovars (Salmonelta enteritidis and Salmonella
typhimurium) are placed under afficial restrictions and eggs originating frem such flocks are not sold as
fresh eggs but have to be either destroyed or heat-treated.

There is no heat-treating facility on the Island therefore if the business aperator prefers to opt for heat-
treatment; the eggs are sent to Italy to a heat-treating facility. The eggs are stored over a few days at the
holding and not permitted to be moved from the premises. The eggs are sent to italy, approximately
twice weekly. Officials from the Competent Authority (CA} carry out regular {generally daity) on-site
checks to verify the number of Class B eggs produced and that biosecurity measuras are respecied. All
records of this census are kept at the CA. When the eggs are dispatched, an Intra-trade decument is
issued by the CA and signed by the Official Veterinarfan.

If the operator decides to destroy the eggs, the eggs are stored on the premises over a number of days.
Officials from the CA cairy out regular (generally dailylon-site checks to verify the number of cggs stored.
The eqgs are then placed in approved leak-proof bins and transported in approved vehicles to the only

Byee 7y W2



Standard requirement for the submission of programme
for eradication, controf and monitoring

T I,
T AL

Thermal facility Unit present on the Island for incineration. Loading into the bins and transpart/arrival
to the Thermal facility Is carried out under the supervision of officials from the CA. Records from the
‘Thermal facility are also kept at the CA and verified with the recerds obtained from the checks carried
out on-farem.

When the infected flock are cubled, officials from the CA carry out a census prior to culling. Once culled
the birds are ioaded in leak-proof bins and the same procedure as detailed abeve for the eggs is
followed. The whole procedure is carried out under the supervision of the CA. Al birds from an infected
flock, when culled |, are sent for incineration.

:There are no breeding fiocks on the island.

(d} Specification of following points :
(d)1. General

(d)1.1 A short summary referring to the occurrence

A shost summany referdng to the oocumence i the salmanaliass [2aanats salmanetlz] in the Member Stale with specifc reference to the rasulls
obtained in e framewsr of mamignng in accordanca with Arice 4 of Drective 2003/92EC of the Evropean Pariarment ard ef the Counol
QJ L 325 12122083, v 11, particulady mghiigneng the prevalence valies of the salmanglia seravars targeted in the tamonella contral
prugramrnes

{mox. 4000 chars)

1 The incomplete information available regarding the occurrance of salmoeneliosis in layer flocks of
Gallus gallus dates back to the baseline study carried cut within the framework of EU Directive 2003/99
and Council Regulation 2160/2003.

The study was carried out between October 2004 and September 2005, All farms registered and
functianing within that period were sampled in accordance to the fegislative requirements.

The overalf prevalence of Salmonellosis in the national layer farms was of 43.85%. Twenty-five (25) farms
resuited positive out of a total of fifty-seven (57} farms. However the isolates were not typed and
‘therefore there was no available infermation regarding the prevalence values of Salmonelia serovars,
prienarily Salmonelia typhimurium and Salmonella enteritidis.

-In 2009 the Salmenella Control programme on production flocks of laying hens commenced. The
‘programme could only start being implemented in mid-2009, owing to lack of human resources. All
farms were tested twice until the end of the year. The overall prevalence of Salmonellosis is around
25.6%; Salmonella kentucky being by far the most commenly isolated serovar.

Hawever by the end of 2009 Salmonella enteritidis and Salmonella typhimurium was not confirmed on
retesting , in accordance to CR 1237/2007. Therefore, for 2009, there were no positive flocks for the
targeted serovars. The real prevalence values of the targeted serovars will be kKnown at the end of 2010,

e | puer 303
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L

(d)1.2  Ashort summary referring to the occurrence of the samonella

The structure and aeganzation of the relevant compeied authorities Please refar to the nformation Aow berveen Dodies involved i jhe
implanrentaken of 1he programme

(max, 4000 charsy ;

There is only one Competent Authority  being the Agriculture and Fisheries Regulation Department
{AFRD] under the Ministry for Resources and Rural Affairs.
The Agriculture and Fisherics Regulation Division is made up of three Directorates:
~ Plant Health Directorate,
Veterinary Regulation Directorate
Fisherigs Directorate.

The Veterinary Regulation Directorate (VRDY: is in charge of supervising, coordinating and implementing
the Salmonalla Control Programme. The lsland of Malta is 350sgm and therefore there is only one contral
authaority: all offices are situated in the same premises, with the exception of the Border Inspection post
and of the office on the smaller Island of Gozo. The office on the island of Gozo is only responsible of
sampling the & layer farms on that Island,
The Veterinary Requlation Directorate: is made up of three sections:

A} The Mational Veterinary Laboratory (MVL) responsible for the co-ordination and Implementation of
the SNCP.

8) The Animal Health & Welfare Section: which helps in the co-grdination of the sampling officers, in
carrying out a2 census and supervising culling of flock and for destruction of infocted products.

€} Safety of the Food Chain

Al The Matienal Veterinary Laboratory:

(i} Senior veterinary officer in charge will be respensible far:

- appropriate training of personnct respensible for collecting the samples

» in charge of supervising that the programme is adhered to and that the samples are collected
according te the programme.

- all necessary material needed for sampling eg. Boot swabs, storile bags, etc are available,

» ensure that samples are analysed in accordance to time frame and methodology as laid downin the
programme

» carry out analysis up to isolation and biochemical testing.

wo-ordinate with Public Health Laboratary {NRL) for typing of positive isolates.

- reporting suspect positives [ confirmed results to the Animal health section and CVO

- cg-ordinate with the Public Health Laboratory (NRL) parallel analysis of suspect sarmples, if necessary.
= inform Director of Safety of the Food Chain or Veterinary Officer in charge of white meat
slaughterhouse of any infected flocks

« collecting/ filing ali relevant data and reporting of results.
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‘B) Animal Health & Welfare Section:

(if) Senior veterinary suppoert officer in charge of the poultry section will be responsible for:
- co-ordinating sampling team

~ making appointments with the farmers and preparing daity sampling schedules

« collaborating with the senior veterinary officer i/e lab

- organizing on farm investigation in cases of suspect/confirmed positive results

« collaborate in census, movarnent restriction, eradication and disinfection measures

- collaberate in farm investigations in view of repopulation of farm

{iii}Assistant Veterinary Support Officers will be responsible for:
« Ensuring to follow appropriate training
+ collecting and transporting samples appropriately
deliver samples within 24hours from callection to the laboratory
. ensure that accompanying documents are filied appropriately

{iv) Veterinary Officer responsible for by —products:
. is responsible of entsuring that biosecurity measures and provisions in Council Regulation 1174/2002

are adhered to during disposal of carcasses and products.

{v} Animal welfare officer:

« respansible for ensuring that animal welfare provisions are respected during culling of infected flocks.
) Section for Safety of the Foad Chain

{vi) Director is responsible for;
- informing the national contact person for the rapid alert system when necessary.

Chief Veterinary Cfficer

Following recommendations from senior veterinary officer ifc lab;
+ Responstble for issuing restriction movement decuments
- issuing of documentation for lifting restriction measures on a farm and Jor permitting repopulation.

Flow diagram attached.
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(d}1.3 A short summary referring to the occurrence of the samonella

Appecved lzboratories where samples cellecied wilhin the programme are anslysad.

fmax. 4080 chars)

‘The National Veterinary Laboratory (INVL) of the VRD under the Ministry For Resources and Rural Affairs is
responsibie for the analysis of the samples up to biochemical identification collected under the
framewark of this programme.

To date, (Mid -2010); it is important to note that the CA was also exclusively responsible for carrying out
non-official sampling and analysis under the responsitility of the business operator, as laid down in
Commission Regulation 1168/2006. This decision was taken in consideration of the limited capacity of
the farms and that there are no private laboratories approved for Salmonelia microbigiogical testing in
Malta apart from the NRL.

However, business operators have been given the option to be trained in sampling techniques and carry
out non-official samples. In such cases, the CA will verify full compliance with Regulations. A training
pregramme on sampling technigues in accordance to Commission requirements has been set up by the
CA to train business operators who would like to carrying out their own non-official sampling. At the end
of the training session an attendance certificate is given. The business operator can also choase to send
non-official sampies to an accredited laboratory abroad approved by the CA. A list has been drawn up
by the CA of approved accredited Laboratories in taly. Business operators of layer farms have not yet
expressed the wish to take own samples and test abroad, however the option is available. If the option of
testing abroad is taken up, the business operator would have to pass a copy of all the results of non-
official tests within one week from receipt. The CA would issue a warning if the operator does not
comply and after a further two wecks, if the results of non-official sampling are not handed to the CA, an
officiai restriction would be handed to the operator,

The National Veterinary Laboratory {NVL), to date, is not accredited however there is a quality assurance
system in place in accordance to the reguirements of current EN/ISO standards. The NVL has also begun
the process of accreditation and has successfully participated in ring-trials organised by the VLA - UK.

The Natiohal Reference Labaratary is the Public Health Laboratory which falls under a different Ministry
from the CA being the  Ministry for Social Policy. The NRL is accredited according to 150 17025 and
carries out the typing of positive isolates and re-confirmatory testing, if necessary.

The slaughter houses , processing plants and feedmiills sent the sampling from their HACCP programmes
to |ocal private Jaboratories, which are not yet accredited but have quality assurances systerns in place.

The larger of the two hatcheries send samples for analysis of Salmonella to an accredited laboratory in
teahy.
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(d}1.4 Methods in examination

tethads ysed in tha axaminalion ¢f the sampies n e ramesark of tha gregramne.

fmax, 4008 chars) :

To date both official and non-official samples are collected by CA staff . However, the business operator
has the opportunity to attend 2 training session organised by the CA and carry out non-official sampling.
~ Tadate very few operators have opted to self-sample and analyse in a different laboratory.

.he samples are brought to the National Veterinary Laboratory (NVL) within a few hours from collection,
with the exception of samples from Gozo, which are delivered the next day and till such time kept
refrigerated. However there are only six {8) layer farms on Gozo.

The samples are generally always analysed on the day of delivery. If a particular situation arises , at the
latest, the samples will be examined within 48 hours from receipt and kept refrigerated until such time.
Analysis of faecal, dust and and enviranmental samples are carried out in accordance to Commission
Reguiation 1168/2006. The method of analysis used is that recommended by the Community Reference
Laboratory for Salmonella, being the current version of draft Annex D of 1SO 6579 (2002): *Detection of
Salmonella spp. in animal faeces and in samples of primary production®. The National Veterinary
Laberatory carries out analysis untii biochemical identification of the isolates. The positive isolates are
then sent immediately to the Public Health Laboratory (just 15 minutes away] for serotyping.
Serotyping is carried out following the Kaufmann-White scheme by the Public Health laboratory, who
send results through e-mail & later by mail to the NVL.

d)ji.5 A short summary referring to the occurrence of the
samoneflosis

rificral contrals (noluding 2ampling schemas) at feed. flock, andfar herd leval,

frmax, 4000 chars} ;

Official controls at feed -level:

There are six main feed mills. These import and produce the majority of feed supplied to local farms. The
feed mills import premixes and cancentrates from approved EU countries {predominantly UK). These are
than rixed with other ingredients such as cereals and soya imported from EU and non-EU countries. A
small number of farms carry out home mixing.

To date anly two of the feed milis carry out their own sampling. (one sends the samples to a local

laboratory and ane sends samples abroad).
-Official visits are now being carried out on all feed mills and also the home riixers. The large commercial
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campanies have an HACCP programmé in place and are visited at least ¢nce annually by CAofficals. ™
Documentation regarding aute-control checks are verified during official controls and and an annual
sampling programme has been set up whereby official samples are coltected. The home mixers have
been given atime -frame to correct deficiencies and to submit their HACCP plan.

In 2008, 26 samples of pouitry feeds were analysed from the commercial feed mills and all resulted

negative to Salmonella isolation.
Samples of feed are alsc colfected from the all holdings at least once annually as part of the SNCP.

Official controls at flock-level:
All registerad and functioning egg-layer flocks on both Matta and Gozo are included in the nationat

control programme, irrespective of the capacity.

To date the CA carried out all sarmpling described in point 2 off the Annex of CR.EC 1168/2006, this
means that the CA carries out both official and non-official sampling of all layer farms.

Targeted age-groups:

Dfficial Samples to be taken
(i) Pullets (from flocks housed in buildings where salmonella was detected in previous flock)
2 weeks prior to caged laying flocks:

Pullets usually enter into laying around 20 weeks, therefore the birds will be sampled around 18 weeks.
2x150g of naturally peoled facces from belts
2 dust samples: [100g in 250ml} or 1 dust - 1sample of 150g naturally
pooled faeces,
1bird tested for antibiotic residues

It is estimated that this could amount to an average between 10-20 pullet flocks per year.

(ilLaying hens: once during the laying pericd (on all flocks having at teast 1,000 birdsjand all other
flocks on a holding were Salmonella enteritidis and Salmonella typhimurium were isolated:
2x156q of naturally pooled faeces from beits
2 dust samples: {100g in 250ml) or 1 dust + 1 naturally pooled faeces
1 bird tested for antibiotic residures
This is estimated to amount to an average of 100-120 flocks per vear.
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(d}1.6 Measures

feasures taken by the competent authonties with reqard 1o animalg or greducts inwhich the presence of Salmanalia spp. have been deteded,
in paricular ¥ orotect public health, and any preventive measures Jakan, such as vacoination

{miex, 4000 chars)

“ouncil Reguation 2160/2003, Commission Requlation 1168/2006 , Commission Regulation 1237/2007
and Commission Reguiation 1177/2006 are directly applicable. Only those poultry flocks and their
praducts found to be infected with Salmonella enteritidis and Salmonella typhimurium, will be
considered unfit for human consumaption.

FLOCK DEFINITION in programme:
The SMNCP commenced mid-2009. In the very beginning, during the first round of sampling, in
consideration of the very close proximity of the houses on a holding and the fact that most premises are .
farmily-run, not all houses where sampled. This was correctad in the second round of sampling in 2009,
This explains the smaller of number of all 5almonella positive flacks in 2008 with respects to the the
intermediate report of 2010, This is not because there was an increase in the prevalence but because the
flacks on one holding had been initially considered as one epidemislogical unit. All houses are now
sarmpled separately and are being considerad as an individual flock and are reported as an individual
epidemiclogical unit.
In the frame of the SCP laying flocks of Gallus gallus the provisions of paragraph 1 and 2 [frequency of
sampling) 4 (results and reponting) of Annex of Commission regulation [EC) No 1168/2006 (particularly
rovisions on exceptional cases) are implemented.

CONFIRMATORY SAMPLING has been taken and run in parallel with the Public Health Laboratory (heing
the NRL) in the first months that the programme began, also because NVL is not yet accredited.
However, never in cases where flocks were source of human infection. The sample strategy and
verification of use of antimicrobials was according to CR1237/2007 Annex 1 D pt 4.

1) MEASURES TAKEN IN CASES OF SALMOMNELLA TYPHIMURIUM AND SALMONELLA ENTERITIDNS
POSITIVE FLOCKS:

- Official restriction notice issued by CVO to business operator,

Biosecurity measurss will be strengthened to ensure that the infection does not spread between the
different houses {if it is the case) and other holdings; such as, no movement of live animals, external
disinfection of vehicles transporting products out of farm and proper disinfection of equipment used.
= The farm will be under constant vigilance of the competent authority and afficial sampling would be
repeated every eight weeks from any flocks notinfected on the holding until 2 weeks after the last
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infected flock is culled. S
Eggs from infected flocks cannot be sold as frech eggs, the eggs are either destroyed or sent for heat-
treatment abroad. The Class B eqas have to be stored on the premises. CA officiais carry out regular on-

farm checks an the quantity of Class £ eggs stored.

Culling of infected flocks and for destruction of eggs.

CA officials supervise transport of carcasses to thermai unit . Records from thermal unit are double
checked for weight reference according to census records of CA, Carcasses/products are transported in
leak-proof bins and only by approved vehicles.

;]_ifting of restrictions and re-population permitted anly once environmental samples result negative to
Salmeanella spp. isolation, after thorough cleaning and disinfection.

WACCINATION of new flocks with approved vaccines will probably be mandatory, if more than 10%
prevalence of SE/ST flocks by the end of 2010,

Official samples will continue to be taken in accordance to CR (EC) 1168/2006 Annex pt 2 of forthe one
year after re-populaticn.

{1} {N CASES WHERE OTHER SALMOMELLA SPP. ARE ISOLATED:

Operator is informed in writing.

+ There will be no restrictions on the use of eggs.

. However, operator will be encouraged to review and strengthenad biosecurity measures .

:After the infected flock has reached end of production and has been slaughtered, thorough cleaning
‘and disinfection procedures will be carried out. Re-population will be permitted on the holding orina
‘particular house onby when environmental samples result negative to Salmenella spp. isolation.

(d)1.7  Ashort summary referring to the occurrence of the samonelfos

Nazonal legsimicn relevant to the implamantahan sf e prograrmmes. inehulirg any national previsions censeming the agivivas set gutn the
:ITDEI'EITIF“'IE

foux. 4000 chars) :
IMPLEMENTATION _
The Veterinary Service Act, Chapter 437, art 5.1, states that “the Minister may prescribe rules concerning
the prevention and control of diseases”,

Collection of information on Zoonosis and Zoanotic Agent Rules - LN 28/2005.

Council and Commission Regulations are diractly applicable.

Paige 17 gnw 30



Standard requirement for the submission of programme
for eradication, control and monitoring

foeinor RN

NOTIFICATION
The Vaterinary Services Act, Chapter 437, art 35.1(f) provides for the obligation of notification of any

suspicien of zoonosis ar other disease or any other phenomenon or drcumstances Hable to present a
serious threat to animal or public health..

FINANMCIAL COMPENSATION

The Veterinary Service Act, Chapter 437, art 18.7 regards financial contribution in connection with
‘national schemes far the eradication of particular diseases.

Collection of information on Zaonosis and Zoonotic Agent Rules - LN 28/2005 art 8.1,

regulates financial contribution for zoonotic control programmes,

A National legal notice under the Veterinary Service Act regarding compensation rates for all poultry
flocks under the Salmonella Control Programme is saon to be issued. {Attachment of finat draft ).

Cornmission Regulations and Decisions are directly applicable in the Maltese National legal structure.

{d)1.8 Financigf assistence

Any Tnancial assistance pravidad to food and feed businesses m the context of the programene.

fevrcex. 4000 chars)

. Nationai Legal Notice is snom to be issued regarding compensation rates to be applied to the poultry
flacks under the Salmonella Control programmes,
The valuation of birds will be calculated by the CA, in accordance to details listed in the Legal Notice.
However, since compensation is not to exceed the current market value this can vary and that is why
‘exact figures are not detailed in the legal notice since it takes too long to issue any changes. Notices with
the precise figures can be issued under the LN, when itis in force. These notices can be issued in
:shurter time-frames to account for changes in the market value. To date a scale of compensatian for
birds is not yet pubiicly avatlable.

(d)2. Food and business covered by the programme

Cancernirg foad and feed businggses covered by the programme
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(d)2.1  Structure of the production

The structure of the praduclion cf the green speoes and praducts thereok.

imax, 000 chars)

LOCAL SITUATION:

There are no parent stock flocks on the islands of Malta and Gozo.

There are two registeraed hatcheries on the Island of Malta.

Hatching Regulations LN48 of 1997, lays down the provisions that regulate the national hatchery
-establishments.

Hatching egqs are imported from EU member states, primarily from France, Italy, Netherlands and
Belgium. All consignments are imported with the official Intra Trade Certificate issued according to
Council Directive 539/90. In 2007, 251,280 egg-laying hatching eggs were imported. Day-old chicks and
layer puilets are also imported fram EU countries , mainly [taly.

The hatcheries are fegally obliged to the report to the VRD, as competent authority, the number of
hatching eggs imported, submitting a copy of import/trade decuments. The competent authority then
prints out & "hatch repart” which is passed on to the hatchery. This form is returned to the competent
authority once the particular batch of 2ggs have been hatched and sold with the details of all the farms
which are the destination of chicks sold.

The farmers can either sell the eggs produced directly to shops, supermarkets or egg-collectors, wha in
wirn would deliver to shops / supermarkets. There is no central egg-packing plant . All farmers pack their
own egg produce. The majority pack the eggs manually, only a few producers have automation for
grading, starnping and packing.

Layer farms are registered in terms of the Egg Marketing Standard Regulations LN 345 of 2003 under
Chapter 427 -The Product Safety Act . In accordance to this law each individual egg-laying farm is given a
‘unique identity number that has to be printed on all the eggs produced on that farm and sold to shops,
supermarkets or egg-collectors. This legislation excludes eggs sold directly te the consumer. The CAis
responsible for issuing the unique identity number. Eqg laying farms are therefore registered with the
L4, whereby a unigue registration numbaer is given to the farm, foilowing registration then the unique
marking number for the eggs is issued.

The farmers are requested to send in monthly reports t6 the CA-Animal heaith Section . One of the
reports involves details that include the daily production of eggs, number of live birds, number of deaths
and quantity of feed consumed. The second report is a sales repart where the farmer is declaring the
quantity of eggs sold supported by fiscal receipts.

There are currently 47 operational layer farms . (6 are found on the island of Gozo)

Capacity of layer Holdings

Page 1§ rrer 5



Standard requirement for the submission of programme
for eradication, control and monitoring

LINFD . P
]

Owver 70000 - 1
50,000 -70,000 - ]
30,000 - 50,000~ 2
20,000-30,000 - 1
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2,000 - 5,060 - 13
1,000 = 2,000- 4

500 - 1,000 - q

‘Less than 500 - 3

STRUCTURE OF LAYER FARMS:

To date, thete are no free-range farms and all the birds are kept in cages on more than one tier, usually
© .p to a maximum of five tiers. All cage houses have manure belts,
-The majority of farms operate on a first —in, first-out basis. Malta has a constant problem of space, so it
is uncommon to find large houses. The vast majority of holdings are macde up of a number of houses
having smalf capacities. The houses are usually in close proximity of one another. The birds keptin one
house are considered as an individual epidemiological unit in accordance to the Regulation.
NUMBER OF FLOCKS:
The number of houses that are used may vary slightly; however on the 47 haoldings, taking in account the
different houses; this amounts to a total of approx. 102 flocks on the Islands.

Layer [Gallus gallus) Impaorts for 2009:
Hatching eggs -235,0(00

Day-old chicks - 47,508

Paint —to-lay pullets - 66,197

(d)2.2  Structure of the production of feed

The s1necture ©f the preduction of feed.

fmiax. 4K chars} :

There are six commercial feed mills and a small number of home mixers. The commercial feed mills
import and produce the majarity of feed supplied to local farms. The feed mills import premixes and
concentrates from approved EU countries {predominantly UK}, These are mixed with other ingredients
such as cergals and soya imported from EU and non-EU countries.

To date only two of the feed mills carry ocut their own sampling programme. (one carries out analysis
locally and ane sends the samples abroad).
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Legal notice 37472005 regulates the responsibility of feed mills.

(d)2.3  Relevant quidelines

Relewaat guidelings for good arimat hosbanddey praclices as sthar guadelnes fmandalory or veluntary) on bissecanty meagoies defning at least

{d)2.3.1 Hygiene management atfarms

Hygiere management al farms

fmax, 4000 chars) ©

The Community guidelines have been distributed to the farmers and a seminar was held in May 201010
explain the relative legislation and hygiene practice. A concise and illustrated version is being compiled
far clarity and easy reference, Emphasis was given to the correct use of vehicle disinfection pits. If a
vehicle disinfection pit cannot be placed at the farm entrance , pressure washers are used on the wheels
of visiting vehicles, especially the delivery trucks from feed mills.

The use of pans soaked with disinfectant autside each house is constantly being enforced and reminded
by sampling staff which visit the farms on a very regular basis. It is difficult for the farmer to change
clothing if houses are just a few steps apart but the use of pans soaked with disinfectant outside each
house is constantly being enforced and reminded by sampling staff which visit the farms on a very
regular basis. Pest control (mice, rats and birds) is generally addressed through the use of nets on the
windows, correct maintenance of building steuctures and the use of venom.

Almaost all farms have automatic cleaning belts while few carry out the cleaning manually. Cleaning is
usually carried out weekly. The faecal material falls into the pits where it is usually shoveled out into
dumpers and taken to the manure ¢lamp by van.

All farrns praducing manure have to store solid manure in an enclosed place known as the manure
clamp, for six months a year {from the 15th October to 15th March). All farms are to have a leak proof
cesspit, to collect foul water arising fram cleaning etc. The manure damp is to be connected to the
cesspit. The water is kept for 15 days then collected by a bowser. These regulations serve to reduce the
environmental poliution and the nitrate level in figlds fertilised with manure. However, they may also
provide a tool to permit biosecurity measures to limit spread of disease,
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(d)2.3.2 Relevant guidelines

measires to prevent incaming infections cared by animais, faed, dnnking water, people working &t larms

fmax, 4008 chars)

-MEASURES FOR PREVENTING INFECTIONS:

Maost holdings have pits for the disinfaction of the wehiclas entering or leaving the premises. In the
summer months , the pits dry up very quickly but operators have become much more attentive of this
since the start of the SNCP. No farm has separate entrances. It is recommonded that as much as possible
vehiclos should not go into a farm. The use of a pressure -washer for the wheels is highly recommended.
The feed is bought fresh from the feed miills, even though there are those farms that also have their own
silos. Due to the island's high humidity levels, farmers are not in the habit of storing large quantities of
feed to avoid the formation of yeasts and moulds. Feeds are vsuaily kept in their bags within the sheds in-
adark, dry corners. Other in—coming vehides would be fram the hatchery and when live pullets are
brought in. The larger of the two hatcheries is also the imperter of puliets. The farmers have become
wery conscience of the risk of infection and are really beginning to address the issue of the same vehicle
moving amongst different farms.

The water-supply can be direct from the main government supply or from private bore holes. In the
.atter case, control of the water is purely voluntary; however this is not frequently carried out unless the
family uses the water from the bore hole for their own personal use,

A high percentage of farms are small in capacity and are family-run, therefore few pcople would be
responsible for the daily managernent of the animals. There is no legal obligation for people handling
live animals to carry out medical checks. The larger holdings have employees.

'Eggs are packed on farm, manuatly or automatically. The majority of business operators personally
distribute the eggs to shops, supermarkets etc.: however there are a few who sefl to third partics, who in
turn distribute the produce.

(d)2.3.3 Hygiene in transporting animals to and from farms
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hygiere in transporting amisals ta and fram B

froax. 4000 chars) :

In the layer industry there is not much less movement of animals. There are no breeder flocks on the
Islands and aperators do not sell any live animals between themselves. Qperators are aware of the risk
of spread of infection via vehicles and are careful of disinfecting their own vehicles, especially when
gaing 1o places where other operators go.

The main source of moverment of animals to farms is when day-old chicks and pullets are brought to the -
farm . The vast majority are supplied by the larger of the twa hatcheries and therefore the farmers have
hecome aware of this problem as being a very possible source of infection, The correct use and
replenishing of the disinfection pit, combined with the use of pressure-washers for the wheels of the
vehicles is being observed.

In Malta spent hens are not yet being slaughterad and utilised by the industry in any way. Spent birds
are cuiled and destroyed. The farmers transport the spent hens to the Thermal facility in approved leak-

proof bins .

(d)2.4  Routine veterinary supervision of farms

Racting veterinary supervision of farms

frmaee. 4000 chars) ;

Routine veterinary inspection an farms:

According to national legislation, "The Veterinary Service Act, Chapier 437 of 2001, article 35 (f] states
that "the cwner, the keeper , the dealer or the impaorter, the consignee, the carrier, the retailer or any
other person autharised under the provisions of this Act shall notify the veterinary scrvices of any
suspicion of zoonosis or other diseases or any other phenamenon ar circumstances liable to present a
serious threat to animal or pubdic health.” The Animal Welfare Act 439 regulates welfare issues.

{ ocal farms being generally small in capacity, do not have their own private veterinarian visiting on a
reqular basis but ondy in case of negessity. One of the largest tocal feed mills provides free technical
support. A lot of the farmers buying their feed fram this feed mill make regular use of the technical
personnel. i there is any cause for suspicion, the company's veterinarian is then called out, There is no
delegation of official control of poultry in Malta.

Since the SNCP has been implemented, all sampling under the framewaork of the legislation to date has
been carried by the CA. Any official control is carried out by auxilliaries under the supervision of the OV,
when the OV cannot perfarm himself the official control. From the beginning of the programmc, the
officers conduct an animal welfare check list at least once annually per registered farm. The check-ist
holds information regarding not only animal welfare issues but also details about biosecurity measures.
Every check-list is a control docurment.
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(d)2.5  Registration of farms

Registration of farms

frouzx. 4000 chars) :
There are two LM regulating registration of egg-faying farms.
The Poultry Breeding Stock Regulations LN 50 of 1997requires that any person breeding any poultry is
hliged to hold a licence issued by the CA. The Egg Marking Standard Regulations LN 245/2003 , on the
‘other had require that alf eggs sold at retall level, excluding those soid directly to the consumers an
‘farm, have to be marked by a unique identity number. This unigjue number that is printed on the eggs is
‘correlated with the farms unigue registration number. The unigue idantity mark for eggs is issued by the
competent authority, which is the VRD. Therefore all commercial egg-laying farms have Lo be registered
with the CA for such an identity number to be issued. There is only one central CA and there are no
regional offices owing to the size of the territory. Each registered farm is given a unique registration
number. The registration number is made up of three or four letters and a three digit number. The letters
indicate if it is a layer, broiler or mixed farm in Malta or Gozo eg. PLM stands for Poultry layer Malta, PLG -
Poultry Layer Gozo while PBLM stands for Poultry Broiler Layer Malta. The licence of the registered farms
is renewed annually by the CA. If no rearing was carried out on the farm for a period of 12 months, the
licence is not renewed. All data relevant to the licenced egg-laying farms are kept on the intratrace
database of the CA. Details of the individual batch code number, number of different batches of birds,
the size and date of hatch of each batch is all kept on the database. The batch cede number also
identifies if the birds were hatched locally or broughtin as day-clds or as point of lay pullets.
As detailed in point 2.1, the egg-laying farms are also requested to send two monthly reports ta the CA
vhich are kept in the file of each relevant helding.

(d)2.6  Record keeping at farm

Rerord keagticrg at farms

{max. 4E08 charsy

operators to keep a register with certain detils regarding the flocks and production. This is tied up to the
fact that the competent authority requests that each registered farm submits two maonthly reports. One
'sheet holds all details of the production on farm. This report details the daily production of eggs. nurnber
‘of birds, number of deaths, quantity of feed used. The second repart is a sales report were the farmer is
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declaring the quantity of eggs sold with proof of fiscal receipts. As stated in the LN, these records are 1o
be kept for three years. To date, the operator kept a book that was hand-filled. The CA has now issued a
printed register with all the details that need ta be filled in already printed on the top of each page.

There is a page per manth for a total of three years, This register is numbered. The Veterinary Service Act
Cap.437 requires that records of medicinals and vaccination carried out also be kept on farm. Whenthe
sampling officers from the CA coliect samples the operator signs the sampling record sheet that is then
submitted ta the laboratary. The resdlts of samples taken under the frame work of the SNCP were being
kept at the CA, while the farmers were being informed verbally or by e-mail, when requested. Salmonella
results of the SNCP started to be sent to the business operatars in the last months of 2010 and on the
result sheet the operator is being asked to also keep such resuits for a perfod of three years.

(d)2.7  Documents to accompany animals when dispatched

Documents to accompany animals when dispaehed

{rece, 4000 chars) :

The capacity of local operators is teo small and currently ne operator holds the licence to rear poultry for
breeding purposes. To date there has never been any cxport of birds or hatching eggs 1o any EU
Member State, however, if the casc arises Malta would issue the ITAHC inaccardance to EU Directive
90/339/EC and Commission Regulation (EC) 216042003 artidle 9.1.

lssuing of all ITAHC falls under the responsibility of the CA, being the Veterinary Roguiation Directorate
(VRD) and as stated before, there is only one central office and ne district offices. All activities under the
responsibility of the CA are carried out at the same premises, with the exception of the BIP.,

(d)2.8  Otherrelevant measures to ensure the tracebility of animals

Other referznt measures o sasorg e fraceab-hty of aninals

{4000 chars) :

Local legislation reguires that the any company impoHting hatching egas or live birds to be sold to
carnmercial flocks is to submit submit a copy of the ITAHC to the poultry section of the CA. In the case
of live birds {day-olds or point -to - lay pullets), the importer has to provide the list of farms where the
birds were sold. The CA therefore has a record of the origin of hatching eggs and live birds with details of
the astablishment of origin, clate of hatch and guantity. The CAissues a unique batch cade number for
the batch .The unique batch cade no is made up of letters and numbers. The lefters would indicate if the
batch is point of lay (POL), day-olds (DOL) or hatched tocally(PL). Then according te the number of farms
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where the birds are distributed, Turther fumbers are added so that each batch received by an individual
farm has a unigue batch number that follows the birds till slaughter ar culling. The letters and first
numbers making up the batch code are tied up to the original bateh number of birds hatched locally or
imported. The CA issues a mavement document for each group of the day-olds and pullets imported,
sold to each individual farmer. In the case of imported hatching eggs, the CAissues a "hatch report” for
each batch of eggs imported which is given to the hatchery. The hatchery then fills in the information
and returns the hatch report to the competent autharity once eggs are hatched. This "hatch report”
includes, the batch code, the list of farms which are the destination of the chicks and guantities. On the
hatch report received, the competent authority then issues a movement document (see attachrment)
with all refevant details which is given to the individual farm which has received the day-olds. As for the
imported birds, a unigue batch number is given by the CA to each single group of day-olds sold to each
individual farm. This number is written on the movement document together with other details such as
origin, date of hatch and quantities. This unique number ensures tracakhility.

o date,spent hens are not used by the industry. The spent hens are therefore delivered to the Thermat
Facility and recorded in line with procedures laid down for ail animal by-products. A document is issued
by the Thermal Unit, which includes details of the registered farm delivering the spent hens, unigue
batch number and the weight of carcasses. A copy of this document is passed on to the competent
authority by the farmar, together with the original movement document on which the farmer records
the final number of spent hens of that particular batch. The CA then records the date of culling of that
‘particular batch on the Intratrace database.

The farmer is legally obliged to keep all records for three years.

TRACES, also falls under the respensibility of the CA. 1t is localized at the Border Inspection Post and the

authorised officials at the BIP have access ta it. The BIP is the only office of the CA localized in a different
area. To date, no poultry or hatching eggs have ever been exported.
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ANNEX If - PART B

1. Identification of the programme

Disease Foonatic Salmonella

Soeries: Laying flocks of Gatlus gallus

Requestof Community co-financing from: 20171 fo {2011

1.1 Contact

Mome ;. Susan Chircop
Phone : 00356: 25905.304

Fax. : 00356,25905173

Email ; susan.chircop@gov.mt

2. Historical data on the epidemiological evolution of the disease

A conciss descniphinn 15 giean Wit dala on e fargel paguielion Jpasi s pumbor Gf Recds and Foimais geasent ond undor the programme), the
m@w resrag ey ffealing, eslng aort maugiden, keanng acd oliong, qeatheabon of ez and animals). The informalizn s gueen e daabect pereds
of (g rgAguras wears subatanhaiy rhodthed. The nfornaton 2 decumentod By F8ievail SUMmary SRaermicicmeal (ks graphs or maps.

(R, 4000 charsy :

Mo extensive epidemiclogical evolution data is available.

The incomplete information avaidable regarding the occurrence of salmaoneltosis in {ayer flocks of Gallus
gallus dates back to the baseline study carried out within the framework of EU Directive 2003/99 and
Coundil Reguiation 2160/2003.

The study was carried out between October 2004 and September 2005, All farms registered and
functioning within that period ware sampled in accordance to the legislative requirements.

The averall prevalence of Salmoneltosis in the national layer farms was of 43.85%. Twenty-five (25] farms
resuited positive out of a total of fifty-seven (57) farms. However the isolates were not typed and
therefore there was no available information regarding the prevalence values of Salmonella serovars,
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primarily Salmenella typhimurium and Salmonella ententidis.~

In 2009 the Salmonella Control programme on production flocks of laying hens commenced, The
pregramme coutd ondy start being implemented in mid-2009, owing to lack of human rescurces, All
farms were tested twice until the end of the year. The overail prevalence of Saimonellosis is around
25.6%. Salmonella Kentucky being by far the most commonly isolated serovar.

However by the end of 2009 Salmaonella enteritidis and Salmonella typhimurium was not confirmed.
Therefore, for 2009, there were no positive flocks for the targeted serovars. The real prevalence values
of the targeted serovars will be known at the end of 2010, Followig results to date, it is being assumed
that the prevalence value of the targeted serovars would probably oscillate between 15 - 2696, In this
case; in accordance to article 1 by the end of 2011, at least a 30% reduction of positive flacks of adult
laying hens would be achieved,

3. Description of the submitted programme

A concize descriphon of e progeamiiie o g with e main oyeciivarts) (mandcring. contrsl, aradicokon. gualifieation of hecds andicr
Feqons. reducing arovirence and incoience]. fhg mean messgres ffeshing, Bsheg and siaughtar, teaing snd kiling. guaiifiestion of Mords ang
SIS, WaCCaRalian, e fangat onfmal pepalation and the aresls) of imdemontation ang the definilion of @ pasiive cose

fax. 4000 chars) ;

The main chjectives of this pragramme is to rnonitor and control all egg-laying flocks of Gallus gallus in
Malta and Gozo, in accordance to Comemission Regulation 2160/2003 for Zoonatic Saimonella spp.
Flocks found infected with Salmonella typhimurium and Salmonella enteritidis will be put undes
sestriction until eradicated and their products heat-treated or destroyed to achieve a reductionin the
‘prevalence of these serotypes in the national flock, as indicated in Commission Regulation 1168/2006,
The prevalence of Salmonelfa enteritidis and Salmonella typhimurium is assumed to oscillate around
20%, therefore in accordance to article 1 by the end of 2011, at least a 30% reduction of pasitive flocks of
adult laying hens would be achieved.

-The target population would be all registered egg-laying flocks of Gallus galtus.

‘Malta and Gozo will be consideraed as one region.

All registered and functioning farms will be tested. There are currently 47 holdings operational farms
which are functioning.

Sampling / Testing:

The sampling scheme as elaborated in point d{1.5} includes both the official and operators programme,
since as stated before, the CA took over the sarmpling delegated to the food business operator, as faid
down in Commission Regulation 1168/2006, Few business operators have opted to carry out self-
sampling and to send samples to other laboratories abroad.
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The competent authority is also responsible for the national residue plan. If the results are positive to
antimicrobial residue analysis; the flock will be considered suspect of infection with Salmonella
enteritidis/ Salmanella typhimurium, and an official investigation will ke conducted.

Definition of positive case;

1 isolation of Salmonella enteritidis and / ar Saimenella typhimurium..

At the beginning of implementation of the SNCP, the CA ran confirmatory sampling according to Part D,
‘art.4 b of Commission Regutation (EC) No 1237/2007. Microbiological analysis was run in parallel with the
Public Heaith Laboratory {National Reference Labaratory for Salmonella). This was mainly due to the fact
that the NVL is not accredited and the programme had just bagan. Confirmatory sampling was always
carried out in line with the Regulation, never in cases where the flock was suspected as a cause of human
cases and respecting the sampling modalities.

2 The flock would be considered infected with targeted serovars, if it conduded that there was use of
antimicrobials was used as preventive measure.

Salmanella enteritids / 5. typhimurium positive flocks:

Restriction measures (no movement of birds & intensified biosecurity)

Eggs have to be heat-treated or destroyed

Infected flock eventually culled

Restricitons lifted and re-stocking permitted only if environmental tests are negative for Salmonellosis

Compensation : Legal notice to be still issued. However the actual current market price for eggs would
not be exceeded.

other Salmonella positive herds:
. biosecurity measures roviewed,
eqgqs fit for human consumption
Re-population permitted following negative environmental samples.

Vacanation:

The CA is also responsible of the registration of veterinary drugs and vaccines. Only those live vaccines
that can be bacterialogically detected from the live strain, will be permitted to be registered. Vaccination
of locally hatched birds will commence by the end of 2010. To date vaccination has not been carried out
locally, even because the real prevalence values were nat known and those birds vaccinated were

imported from ather EU countries.
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4.  Measures of the submitted programme

4.7 Summary of measures under the programme

Duraticn of the programme - 2010 te 2071

First year: Last year:

B Control 54 Control/eradication

& Testing 5C lesting

¢ Slarghter and animals tested positive 2% Slaughter of positive animais

5 Killing of 2rimals tested positive ¢ Killing of anirnals tested positive
XK Waccination 4 Extended slaughter or killing

& Treatment of animal producrs ¢ Disposal of products

= Dispaosal of products

&7 Monitaring or surveillance

QOther, please specify

reduction of target according to Commission
Regulation

4.2 Designation of the central authority in charge of supervising and
coordinating the departments responsible for implermenting the programme

Dagoribe the aLNantes v oharge of siperdsing and cecodinating e depariments responsibie for ansfamariting the programme and the
Jiferen! aoorars invalvad. Descnve e respongabiitiss of st nvohed

rrr":::'x -ﬂﬂﬂﬁ r_harsj'

The competent auth-:::rltyr in charge of supewlsmg and cuordmatlng is the Ueterlnar}r Hegulatmn
Directorate under the Agriculture and Fisheries Regulation Department which falls under the Ministry
far Resources and Rural Affairs.
The Veterinary Regulation Directorate; is made up of three sections:

4) The National Veterinary Labaratory [(NVL): responsible for the co-ordination and Implementation of
the SNCP. ~

B) The Animal Health & Welfare Section: which helps in the co-ardination and provides the sampling

staff.

() Safety of the Food Cham
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A] The National Veterinary Laboratony:

{1} Senior veterinary officer in charge will be responsible for:

» appropriate training of personnel responsible for collecting the samples

- in charge of supervising that the programme is adhered to and that the samples are collected
according to the prograrmme.

« all necossary material needed for sampling eg. Boot swabs, sterile bags, etc are available.

« epsure that sammples are analysed in accordance to time frame and methodolagy as laid dewn in the
programme

- carry out analysis up to isolation and biochemical testing.

-co-ordinate with Public Health Laboratory {NRL) for typing of positive isolates,

« reporting suspect positives / confirmed resuits to the Animal health section and CVO

- co-ordinate with the Public Health Laboratory (NRL) parallel analysis of suspect samples,
~infarm Director of Safety of the Food Chain or Veterinary Officer in charge of white meat
slaughterhouse of any infected flocks

» collecting/ filing all relevant data and reporting of results,

B) Animal Health & Welfare Section:

(i} Semior veterinary support officer in charge of the poultry section will be responsible far:
- co-ardinating sampling team

~ making appointments with the farmers and preparing daily sampling schedules

» collaborating with the senior veterinary officer i/c lab

-« prganizing on farm investigation in cases of suspect/confirmed positive results

i collaborate in census, movernent restriction, eradication and disinfection measures

- collaborate in farm investigations in view of repopulation of farm

{inAssistant Yeterinary Support Officers will be responsible for:

- Ensuring to follow appropriate training

- callecting and transporting samples appropriately

+ deliver samples within 24hours from collection to the laboratory
« ensure that accompanying documents are filled appropriately

{iv) Veterinary Officer responsible for by -products:
+is responsible of ensuring that biosecurity measures and provisions in Council Reguiation 1174/2002
are adhered to during disposal of carcasses and products.

vy Amimal welfare officer:
- responsible for ensuring that animal welfare provisions are respected during killing on farm.
) Section for Safety of the Food Chain

(i) Director is responsible for;
= informing the national contact person for the rapid alert system when necessary.
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Chief Veterinary Officer
‘Following recommendations from senior veterinary officer ifc laby;

+ Responsibla for issuing restriction movement documents
- issuing of documentation for lifting restriction measures on a farm and /or permitting repopulation.

4.3 Description and delimitation of the geographical and administrative areas in
which the programme is to be implemented

Cesunhe the name and denomination, the admotihaive hobndsros, and e suisoe of tha sdtinstralive ard grographical 5025 o ahich e
ArEQrammc i 10 B0 dapiied lsichio vl el

M, 4000 chars}:
The Ialands of Ma!ta and ano are cuuered I:::y this programme and are conﬂdered as one regicm The CA .
administers the whole region.

Malta is approximately 360Km2 being the farger of the two Islands. Gozo lies north of Malta and is much
smaller, at less than half Malta's surface area.

4.4  Measures implemented under the programme

Where approprists Communify legedalion o meantiomed, Sthenwize the rations! Bgesiaticn 12 maniiored.
44.1 Measures and applicable legisiation as regards the registration of hoidings

{max 4{JG'G chursﬁ’ S
The Egg mark@tlng Standard reguiatmns LM 345 of 2003 under Chap‘cer 427 The Product Safety Act.
Refer to Part A point 2.5

4.4.2 Measures and applicable legislation as regards the identification of
animals
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frna. SO0 chiars;) -
N/A

4.4.3 Measures and applicable fegislation as regards the notification of the
disease

(rax. 4000 chars}: _ _ o
The Veterinary Services Act, Chapter 437, art 35.1{f) provides for the obligation of notification of any
suspicion of zoanosis or other disease or any otier phenomenon ar circumstances liable to present a
serious threat to animal or public health.

4.44 Measures and applicable legislation as regards the measures in case of a
positive result

A short description 15 grovided af 1ha maesurcs 35 regards posiive arimals [slavghter, desliration of carcaszes. use or ircatmant of anmal
products . ihe destruchan af all producls which cou'd fransma: e disease o the traatnien! of such products to avoid any possibie contamiraton,
a grasedure for the dizinfection of infecled holdings. a procesure for the restocking weth pealthy animals of heldings whigh have pesn
depopulated by slaughter

{rrerx. 4000 chaes)

The provisions of the implementing legislation , Commission Regulation (EC) na: 1168/20086, in particular
paragraph 1 and 2 {frequency and status of sampling) of the Annex will be obsetved, as explained
previously. However, owing to the particular situation in Mafta, very few farmers carry out self-checks,
The CA carries out all status of sampling as detailed in paragraph 2.1 of the Annex.

The provisions on confirmatary sampling according to Annex 1 Part D, art.4 of Commission Regulation
{EC) No 1237/2007 wilt be implemented. As already explained in Part A, peint 3, confirmatory sampling
was carried out in parailel with the Public Health Laboratory (NRL for Salmenella) in the beginning of
implementation of the SNCP. Now that the programme is well underway, successful ring trials have been
conducted and accreditation procedures are being pushed farward, confirmatery sampling will be
implemented according to provisions of CR{EC) no. 123772007 1o exclude false-positive results.

The provisions in paragraph 4 of the annex {results and reporting) are implemented. Reporting wilt be
done of the flock nurmbers of the different status of sampling.

SALMONELLA ENTERITIDIS AND SALMONELLA TYPHIMURIUM POSITIVE FLOCKS:
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- The owner of the infected holding or the owner's representative will be served with an official notice in
writing issued by the (V0. The operator has 24 hours to communicate his decision , whether to calt
infacted flocks immediately or heat-treat eggs abroad for a certain period of time.

Restrictions measures will apply with immediate effect. There is to be no moevement of animals. The
control of vehicles and strengthening of biosecurity measures is important of prevent spread of infection:

The valuation of the animals an the holding will be carried cut before they are killed. Mabile enclosed
trailers or containers can be transported on site. Killing of the birds will be supervised by officials from
the CA and the OV respensible for animal welfare has to ensure that welfare provisions are respected. All
personne! involved in cuiling are required to wear protective clothing, gloves and nose/mouth masks.

+the carcasses and / or eggs will be disposed of thraugh incineration at the Thermal Unit. There is only
one public incinerator which falls under the administration of the Waste Serv, Ltd, which falis under the
‘Ministry for Resources and Rural Affairs. The carcasses have to be transported in leak-proof containers
supplied by Waste Serv and transported diip-proof in vehicles that must be disinfected externatly before
feaving the holding. Officials from the competent authority have to supervise the arrival of the
containers and keep records of the weight

- Class B eggs have to be sent abroad for heat-treatment or destroyed. Eggs are stored on the premises
and CA officials carry out practicatly daily census to verify amounts.

- Feeds will also be considered contaminated and once the flock is culled , any remaining feed has to be
destroyed .

Cleaning and disinfection comemences as snon as the animals have been kilied and removed from the
shed. Detailed procedures have been laid down in the guidelines distributed. Attention should be given
© w0 areas and equipment difficult to reach. Fans, drains, slats etc should not be neglected. After thorough
cleaning {steam cleaning is recommended) fumigation is carried out.

. Environmental samples are taken and re-population will be permitted and all restriction bans lifted
when there is 3 negative result toisolation of saimaonella spp.

445 Measures and applicable legislation as regards the different qualifications
of animals and herds

(max 4000chars). oo e e -
Commission Regulation {EC) Na. 116872006 and Commission Regulation {EC) No. 1237/2007 are directly '
applicable. '

A} Salmaonella enteritidis or salmonella typhimurium infected flock:
1 isolation of Saimonella enteritidis or Salmonelia typhimurium from one of the samples taken from that
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flock
:2.The flock would be considered infected with targeted serovars, if it concluded that there was use of
antimicrobials was used as preventive measure and no Salmonella spp. isolated from sampies taken

from that flock.

B.} Flock consideraed not infected by targeted serovars.
1. Flacks whereby no saimonella spp. isolated from all samples taken from the flock.
2. Salmonella spp. isolated from ane or more of the samples taken from that flock but not salmonella

enteritidis or Salmonella typhimurium.
3. Confirmatory sampling on a flock in accordance to CR 1237/2007 resulted in no isolation of
Salmonella enteritidis or salmonelia typhimurium.

446 Control procedures and in particular rutes on the movement of animals
liable to be affected or contaminated by a given disease and the regular
inspection of the holdings or areas concerned

A zbert Gescipben of the cortral pracaduras and in parheaiar rules on the movement of anmals kadie 1o be afected o contaminaled by 3 gwer
diseasa and ne regular inspecien af e keldings of areasa is provded

(max, 40080 chars),

Controd procedures,

When restriction measures are applicable to a holding:

- The official ifc poultry tagether with veterinary support officer/s from the poultry section of animal
health will carry out an investigation on the farm and conduct & census to verify and update information
held on the databse of the Ca regarding the different batchas of birds present on the premises and the

Equaﬁtities of birds.

- No eggs, poultry carcasses, animal feed, material or waste may feave the holding without a written
authorisation issued by an official veterinarian.

A census is carried out practically daily of the quantity of Class B eggs stored on the premises. These eggs
may be destined for destruction or heat-treatment.

- Persons not directly involved in taking care of the animals are not parmitted to enter buildings where
infected flocks are kept,

» Appropriate means of disinfection, using a disinfectant officially approved as effective against
Salmenella spp., is to be used at the entrances and exits of the building housing poultry and of the

holding iself,

Yehiclas and equipment used for transport of animals or products have to be deaned and disinfected
'with an officially approved disinfectant effective against Salmenella spp. immediately after the
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Disposal of manure from infacted flock is carried out through incineration.

When different flocks on the sarme holding are not infected, an intense and rigid application of
binsecurity measures must be implemented.

‘Such as: different clothing, foot baths and separate water and feed systems .

Sampling of these flocks is carried out at a maximum of an eight -week interval, to ensure free-status
from infection of the targeted serovars.

4.4.7 Measures and applicable lagtslation as regards the control {testing,
vaccination, ...} of the disease

(rrrere. 4000 cnars,% _
-Commission Regu!atian {EC} No 1 ‘II-'?IED{]E a:m the reqmrements for use ofantlmlcroblals and vaccines

in control pregrammes for poultry is directly applicable and is implemented.

Use of antimicrobials is not permitted as a preventive measure in ¢ontroliing Salmonella infection. A
sample for antirmicrobial testing is lifted during every sampling session. One hen is taken from one of the
flacks on the premises, chosen at random and tested at the NVL for presence of antimicrobial agents. A
screening testis run using the six-plate test,

I 2009, no flocks were found to be infected with the targeted serovars, however in 2010 flocks were
found to be positive. The CA has authorised the use of live vaccines that can be distinguished from the
wild strain. By the end of 2010, vaccination on local flocks will start to be be carried out. Previously
vaccination against salmonella was not conducted. If prevalence values of over 10% of targeted serovars
will be confirmed by the end of 2010, in accordance to current results, vaccination will become
mandatory. According to local legisiation, vaccines are prescription drugs.

The use of vaccines administered will be integrated into the Intratrace database of the CA This database
is managed by the Animal Health Section of the Vetarinary Regulation Directorate. In accordance to
.acal legislation the farmers are obliged to keep records of vaccination programmes.

Three courses of live vaccines will be given per flock .The first dose as day-olds, the second around 6
weeks and the third between 12-13 weeks of age.

The CALCULATION OF VACCINES te be used is based on the number of imported hatching eggs and day—
«olds, Consideting that vaccination will mast probably be mandatory, and there wouid be aloss of 20%
'of hatching eggs. There is the tendency that smaller farrms will probably <lese due to the economic
burden of the SNCP and welfare issues, It is therefore being estimated that in 2011, around 150,000
birds will be vaccinated three times.

4.4.8 Measures and applicable legisiation as regards the compensation for
owners of slaughtered and killed animals

.:’max dﬂﬂﬂ cf‘arsj ______
A Legal notice is soon ta be in force under the 'h"ete-rmary Services Act Chapter 437 titled “Measures for

the Eradication of Salmonella Regulations, 2010" (see attachment}
A National Legal Notice is soon to be issued regarding compensation rates to be applied to the poultry
flocks under the Salmonella Control programmes,
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The valuation of birds will be calculated by the CA, in accordance to detailslisted in the Legal Notice.
zHowever, since compensation is not to exceed the current market value this can vary and that is why
‘exact figures are not detailed in the legal notice since it takes toc long to issue any changes. Notices with
the precise figures can beissued under the LN, when itis in force. These notices <an beissued in
shorter time-frames to account for changes in the market value. To date a scale of compensation for
birds is not yet publicly available.

4.4.9 Information and assessment on bio-security measures management and
infrastructure in place in the flocks/holdings involved

{max. 4000 charst:

The Community guidelines are not available on line but the guidelines for laying hens was distributad
to the farmers at a seminar heid in May 2010, This serminar was held to to explain the relative legislation
and hygiene practices on farm. A concise and illustrated versionis being compiled for clarity and easy
reference. A DVD is aiso being produced. A veterinarian employed on contract with the Ministry has
been carrying out on site-visits on all poultry farms in order to explain dearly and individually
bicsecurity measures and improvements each farmer can implement,

OV s and auxilliaries carrying out any official controls, make use of checkiists in accordance 1o the
requirerments of Council regulation (EC) no: 882/2004

CA officials carry out a checklist for animal welfare issues annually on all registered farms. Biosecurity
measures has also been integratad in this checklist. When a farm is found to be infected with ane of the
targeted serovars, the OV or auxilliary staff carry out a census on farm and also verify biosecurity :
measures. The result of such verification is not only impertant in preventien of spreading of disease but
also affects compensation,

5. General description of the costs and benefits of the programme

& cescnptien i3 oravides of 31l costs for the aurhorites amd soceely 2nd 1he Benefits for farmers ard secely in general

ftas. 4008 chars) !

The poultry industry is quite heavily burdened by analysis. in consideration that most holdings are made
up of a number of small houses, the number of samples collected wilt be greater than a larger farm with
one or few houses having a much larger capacity. therefore even though locally haldings are simall the
economic impact of analysis is greater felt, The cost of analysis for the size of the iocal production is
disproportionate . The smaller farms are already being discouraged , even because they are currently
faced with having to upgrade to an enriched cage system. Eventually, in the long run, for the larger
haldings that are able to take on the econemic impact of the SNCP and also current welfare issues; the
farmer will benafit from a reduction in costs of medicinals and farm management. They will see an
increase in production and Bnancial return also fram the overall positive impact consumer confidence in
local produce.

The ¢costs on the authorities, apart from the sampling and testing, there is also increase in waste material.
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Standard requirement for the submission of programme
for eradication, conirol and monitoring

Thé bensfits will be felt from the food safety with a reduction in'the number of human cases.
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MINISTEY FOR RESQURCES AND
RURAL AFFAIRS

MINISTERU GRAR-RIZORSI U
AFFARIJIET RURALI

Taqgsima ta’ Regolamen! Velennarjy, Velerinmary Ragulation, Fisheries
Konservazzjon! i Kentroll tas-Said Conservation & Control Division

Authority to Purchase Chieks

Relerence: [AuthNo]

Date ol issue: [Date of lssue]

[Producer Name] is granted authority to purchase [Number| [Sex] chicks on [latel’'rom] and
up to 15 davs after, und must be kept at:

Premiscs code: [Premises Codel PremAddr|

& [PromAddr|

&) PremAddr]

The birds may not be moved from the above premises, except for immediate slaughter, without
written penmission from the Director General of the Velerinary Affairs Division.

This authonty may be revoked at any tine, and is subiect to the number of [Sex] chickens kept at
the premises never exceeding the authorised capacity of birds.

Signature of issuing oflicer: Sirnature of producer:

¥ Dir. Anthony Gruppetta

Director General FRFOCO

CIVIL ABATTOIR, ALEERTOWN, MARSA CMRE GZ - MALTA
TELEFHOME: [356) 37907316~ FAX: {356 25305173



MINISTRY FOR RESOURCES AND
RURAL AFFAIRS

MINISTERU GHAR-RIZORSI U
AFFARLIIET RURALI

Tagsima ta’ Regolament Vatarinasfu, Veterinary Regolation, Ficherias
Konservarzjon! u Kontrolf tas-Sajd Conmservation & Control Division
Layer Chicks

Batch code: Batch 1D i Full Suppher: Hatchery Name

Batch size: [Baich Size] chicks

Arrival date: {Date of Belivery]
Producer: iProducer Name & Address] Licanse Mo, - [Premises Cadel

# Total Mortality:

» Date of Slaughter;

No. of spent hens sold / discarded:

¥

¥

Proof of slaughter / dumping:

Y

Processing Plant No. / Dumping Site:

Nota: Importanti hafna if din i-karta tigi rritornata f-ufficiu -Biccerija f-ahhar tal-
produzzioni, wara Ii fingatiu few finfremew it-figieq, fimkien ma’ kopja tal-provs tal-galla

fil-biccerija jew il-karta tat-mizbia.

D, Anthony (cruppetta Produrer

Direetor General VRFCC





