
EU Coordinated Case: Illicit trade of European eels
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Glass eels (baby eels) 
are fished in European 
rivers without permit 
or over quotas.

.

4

2 Eels from legal and illegal capture 
are mixed, stored and prepared
for export to China.
The export of eels is prohibited!

3 The organised crime groups illegally 
export eels, frequently changing 
the routes (A, B and C) in order to 
avoid the official controls.

Glass eels are bred in 
aquaculture farms until 
they reach maturity 
and are then processed 
into food.

Processed eel fillets are 
illegally exported to the EU 
and other countries without
a valid CITES permit, osten 
declared as another species.

Local
consumption

The potential estimated value 
of fraud: EUR 2.500 mln/year*

* Simplified estimation based on enforcement and scientific information. 
** Based on Europol data.
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Out of 1kg of glass eels, once mature, 
727kg of eel fillet can be produced!*

Price in Asia for baby eels 
raised to EUR 6000/kg!*

Even 100 tons of glass eels from Europe 
might be smuggled to China every year.**

Price for eel fillets: 
at wholesale level EUR 36/kg
at consumer level EUR 60/kg*

Route C


