
Member States seeking a financial contribution from the European Union for national 
programmes of eradication, control and surveillance shall submit online this application 
completely filled out. 
  
In case of difficulty, please contact SANTE-VET-PROG@ec.europa.eu, describe the issue 
and mention the version of this document:

Submission Number

1440418834496-6381

Submission Date

Monday, August 24, 2015 14:20:30

2015 1.03

Your current version of Acrobat is: 11.015

Instructions to complete the form: 

1) You need to have at least the Adobe Reader version 8.1.3 or higher to fill and submit 
this form. 

2) To verify your data entry while filling your form, you can use the “verify form” button at 
the top of each page. 

3) When you have finished filling the form, verify that your internet connection is active, 
save a copy on your computer and then click on the “submit notification” button below. 
If the form is properly filled, the notification will be submitted to the EU server and a 
submission number will appear in the corresponding field. 
If you don't succeed to submit your programme following this procedure, check with your 
IT service that the security settings of your computer are compatible with this online 
submission procedure. 

4) All programmes submitted online are kept in a central database. However only the 
information in the last submission is used when processing the data. 

5) IMPORTANT: Once you have received the submission number, save the form on your 
computer for your records. 

6) If the form is not properly filled in, an alert box will appear indicating the number of 
incorrect fields. Please check your form again, complete it and re-submit it according to 
steps 3). Should you still have difficulties, please contact SANTE-VET-PROG@ec.europa.
eu. 

7) For simplification purposes you are invited to submit multi-annual programmes. 
8) As mentioned during the Plenary Task Force of 28/2/2014, you are invited to submit your 

programmes in English.

Annex IV : Programme for the surveillance of Avian Influenza in 
poultry and wild birds submitted for obtaining EU cofinancing
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ANNEX 4 : Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry and wild 
birds

1. Identification of the programme 

Member state : HRVATSKA

Disease avian influenza in poultry and wild birds

This program is multi annual :  no

Request of  Union co-financing 
from beginning of :   

2016
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ANNEX 4 : Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry and wild 
birds

1.1  Contact

Name : Ljupka Maltar

Phone : +385 1 6443 840

Your job type within the  CA : +385 6443 899

Email : ljupka.maltar@mps.hr

2. Description and implementation of the surveillance programme in 
poultry

2.1.1  Designation of the central authority in charge of supervising and  
coordinating the departments responsible for implementing the 
programme

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Veterinary and Food Safety Directorate of the Ministry of Agriculture is the national competent authority 
responsible for supervision and coordination of implementation of the Program.   
Animal Health Protection Sector of the Veterinary and Food Safety Directorate (VFSD) is responsible for 
developing the Program in coordination with a AI diagnostic laboratory of the Croatian Veterinary 
Institute (CVI). 
The Program is implemented by authorised veterinarians who provide for sampling and submission of 
samples to the AI diagnostic laboratory. 
Supervision of implementation of the Program on the field is carried out by veterinary inspectors 
(officials of the VFSD). 
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ANNEX 4 : Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry and wild 
birds

2.1.2  System in place for the registration of holdings 

(max. 32000 chars) : 

According to the provisions of Article 37, paragraph 1 of the Veterinary Act (Official Gazette 82/13, 
148/13), all farms are to be registered in the Farms Register, which is an integral part of the Central 
Register of Domestic Animals (CRDA), the responsibility for which lies with the MA's Veterinaryand Food 
Safety Directorate. The Directorate has entered into contract with the Croatian Agricultural Agency (CAA) 
delegating to the CAA maintenance of CRDA. 
 
All holdings keeping gallinaceous birds (chickens, turkeys,  pheasants, partridges and quails) and ratites 
(ostriches) are registered. Also holdings keeping domestic waterfowl (e.g. ducks, geese and mallards for 
restocking supplies of game) are registered in the CDRA. For every holding CRDA contain information on 
unique holding number, name of the keeper, address, geographical coordinates, animal species and 
number of animals. 
Ordinance on the conditions to be met by farms and conditions for the protection of farm animals farms 
of ungulates and equidae exceeding 20 conditional animal units, poultry and rabbit farms exceeding 10 
conditional animal units, hatcheries, wild game breeding farms, establishments for farming of fish and 
molluscs and other facilities of aquaculture must comply with the stipulated veterinary-health and 
biosecurity conditions. 

2.1.3  Design (risk based surveillance or surveillance based on 
representative sampling taking into account criteria in Annex I of 
Commission Decision 2010/367/EC)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

AI surveillance based on representative sampling scheme will be implemented in 2016.  
Number of poultry holdings to be sampled is calculated based on Tables 1 and 2 of the Annex I of the 
Commission Decision2010/367/EU and according to the poultry species present on the poultry holding.
Holdings to be subject of sampling will be randomly selected form the list of all holdings of a specific 
poultry species and production categories keeping more than 100 animals. This will assure 
representativeness so generalization of findings to all holdings of a specific poultry species and 
production categories keeping more than 100 animals.  
Backyard poultry in settlements where poultry is kept in proximity to large surface waters and 
migratory birds resting or nesting areas as well as backyard poultry in holdings where more than 50 
animals of different poultry species (e.g. gallinaceous and domestic waterfowl, mixed) are kept 
together will also be included in the Program.  
Target population (poultry production categories) to be included in the surveillance program, are: 
1. laying hens 
2. free range laying hens 
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ANNEX 4 : Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry and wild 
birds

3. chicken breeders 
4. turkey breeders 
5. fattening turkey 
6 farmed game birds (pheasants, partridges and quails) 
7. backyard flocks  
Number of holdings from each of the production categories mentioned above, to be subject of 
sampling, will assure identification of at least one infected poultry holding if the prevalence of infected 
holdings of this category is 5% or more, with 95% confidence interval (CI). 
As regards backyard poultry, those keeping more than 50 of animals of different poultry species (e.g. 
gallinaceous and domestic waterfowl, mixed) are considered as an independent sampling frame and 
number of holdings to be samples will ensure identification of at least one infected poultry holding if 
the prevalence of infected holdings in that group of backyard holdings is 5% or more, with 95% CI.  
In the sampling frame of backyard holdings, some holdings will be included based on the prior 
information on risk,  collected within the frame of AI surveillance program (Tables providing an 
information of the results of AI surveillance in domestic poultry are attached to this document). 
 
Number of birds to be sampled, per holding included in the Program, will ensure detection of at least 
one AI seropositive bird if the prevalence of seropositive birds on a holding is 30 % or more, with 95% 
confidence. Blood samples for serological examination will be collected from all poultry production 
categories and species and 10 birds will be sampled per one epidemiological unit on the holding (e.g 
on laying hens holdings in average there are 2 epidemiological units, while on chicken breeders in 
average there are 1,5 epidemiological unit).  
Samples will be taken at farm level. Whenever possible samples will be taken at the slaughterhouse. 
 
The following domestic waterfowl categories will be included in the program: 
1. ducks breeders 
2. geese breeders 
3. fattening ducks 
4. fattening geese 
5. farmed game birds (waterfowl). 
Number of duck, goose and mallard holdings to be sampled will ensure identification of at least one 
infected holding if the prevalence of infected poultry holdings of a specific poultry production category 
is 5% or more with 99% CI.  
Number of ducks, geese and mallards to be sampled, per holding included in the program, will ensure 
detection of at least one AI seropositive bird if the prevalence of seropositive birds on a holding is 30 % 
or more, with 95% confidence.  
Blood samples for serological examination will be collected from all poultry production categories and 
species and 20 birds will be sampled per one holding.  
Samples will be taken at farm level. Whenever possible samples will be taken at the slaughterhouse. 
 
In case of detection AI seropositive birds sampling for virological testing for AI will follow. 
 
In case of change of epidemiological situation the Program will appropriately be amended. 
 
Responsibilities 
1. To ensure the implementation of the Programme is the responsibility of the VFSD of the Ministry of 
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ANNEX 4 : Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry and wild 
birds

Agriculture. 
2. Bird samples shall be taken and submitted to the laboratory by authorised veterinarians. 
2.1 The authorised veterinary organizations shall: 
 - once a month submit reports to the VFSD on the sampling of poultry in accordance with this 
Programme.  
 - submit, together with reports referred in the previous paragraph, a copy of the completed Sample 
Submission Forms as specified in the Annex to this Programme. 
3. The laboratory testing of samples shall be carried out by Poultry Centre of the Croatian Veterinary 
Institute, Heinzelova 55, Zagreb, which is the National reference laboratory for AI. 
The national reference laboratory shall: 
- report all positive results to the Veterinary and Food Safety Directorate as soon as possible; 
- report all negative results to the Veterinary and Food Safety Directorate once a month.

2.1.3.1 Short description of  predominant poultry population and types of 
poultry production

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Poultry production in Croatia may be described as follows: 92% of poultry production refers to hens, 2% 
to turkeys, 2% to ducks and 3% to geese.  
Other types of poultry, such as guinea fowls, quails, pheasants are insignificant within poultry 
population. Fattening of broilers, as well as of turkeys assures significant meat production, while 
breeding of ducks and geese is not as represented, being just semi-intensive for local market supply. 
Croatia has enough supplies of poultry meat for its own market. Around 70% of fattened poultry 
originates from intensive systems, other 30% refers to traditional, semi-intensive production for 
individual consumption. In Croatia, there is a yearly production of 600 000 breeding broiler layers, 40 
million broilers and around 1.2 million turkeys. There are also 22 000 breeding commercial layers and 
around 1.7 million layers for egg production. The existing poultry production capacities are greater, 
however they are not fully exploited. Egg production is intensive in large companies and on family 
farms. There is also extensive and semi-intensive seasonal production on family infields. Around 30% of 
egg production is realized within semi-intensive systems and 70% within intensive production systems. 
 
Source: Kralik G. at al, Current condition and development perspectives of poultry production in Croatia. 
http://www.cabi.org/animalscience/Uploads/File/AnimalScience/additionalFiles/
WPSAAntalyaTurkey2009/9_kralik_mps2009.pdf 

2.1.3.2 Criteria and risk factors for risk based surveillance(1)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

n/a
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ANNEX 4 : Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry and wild 
birds

(1) Including maps showing target sampling sites identified as being particularly at risk for the introduction of avian 
influenza virus, taking into account criteria set out in point 4 of Annex I to Commission Decision 2010/367/EC.

2.2 Target populations  (2)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

n/a

(2) including MS specific exceptional circumstances as described in Annex I point 3 of Commission Decision 2010/367/EU) 
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