MEMORANDUM
between the European Community and the Russian Federation on veterioary
certification of animals and animal products to be exported from the EC tp Russia

1. To remove the main concern of Russia the EC will establish a SY5lem
guaranteeing an implementation of the Russian vetefinary and saniiary requirements
along the whole production chait involving raw materals and animal products (from live
erumals t final products shippea to the Russian Federation). '

Consignments for export to Russia will o ¥ be sourced from farms, regions and
establishments that can guarantee end certify that the animals, products or material mest
the Russian requirements.

2. The system will be based upon a chain of pre-export officia) support certification
for the steps in each Member State, using offictal certificates issued by the certiiving
officials of the competent authority,

A pre-export support centificate will accompany the consi gnraent at each stage sl the
final certification. point is reached. The fina) certificate alone wil} g0 with the
consignrnent to Russia but it will be signed on the basis of the chain of support
certificates.

Pre-export support certificates will remain as an archive for the peniod of not legs thar 12
months for audit under the care of the official veterinarian at the certification polnts.

3, The final certificate will be issued by the official veterinarian of the Miember
State in the last establishment before the consignment Jeaves the EC to Russia,

In the case there are pre-expont centificates the final cerlificate should include the data
from pre-expost sepport certificates such as the country of onigin, the establishment, the
ivpe and quantity of the prodct, & centificate number,

Should consignments certified from the fina) establishment have to travel via a port in the
EC where the product is vnivaded from the sealed costainer noted on the certificate, for
possibly temporary storage in a warehouse, this will constitute a separate step in the
chaid and require further official certification to guarantee that the statug and condition of
the product had not been compromised.

Should a container and the seal be damaged the resealing will be done only under official
supervision and certification.

The period of validity of certificates should be determined by the importing party,

- 4, The official veterinarian cenifying the OIF Het A animal disezee status in iz

appropriate steps wiil have the zuthority to do so for 2 wider region than hisher own, or
where velevant for the whole EC. This statement will be based upon the information of
the ADNE (Anpral Disease Notificaiion Systern) and the instiuclions fiom the
SCOFCAN (Standing Commitiee on the Food Chain and Animal Health), At each
meeung of the Committee an agenda point will be inciuded concerning Russian import
requirgments.



If there is an outbreak of an OIF list A diszase atffecting the chain of certification in any
Members Staie, the relevant products will be excluded from the Fre expor certification
systern for Russta in line with the Roesian regurements and respecting the time iimits se
by Russiz for lifting restricticns,

In the event of product having heen ori gmatly sourced from a region at a time when Jjst
A, disease was possibly Incupzting, the emergency sefeguard process including
SCOFCAH meetings and the EC disease notification systern (ALMNEY allows for
blockage and recall of 2li product not meeung Russian tequiremnenis,

5. The Food and Veterinary Office (FV O} would be invoived in auditing the comrect
implerentation of the chain of certification linked to the iInspection or supervision of the
astablishments incleded in the SXPOrters 1o the Russian Federation,

&. In response to Russian concerns about problem consignments, the EC alsc
suggested a protocol be developed for the return of consignments that are refused for
whatever reason but that such & protoce]l would have 1o respect principles of
progartinnality,

7. In discussion on the detail of the veterinary certificatss certain amangements have
been made 10 the wording concerning freedom from OJE list A diseases. The 1s2ue of
regionalisation will be further discussad in the warking oroups and details should be
agreed upon within wider contextl on a parity basis.

Meat and meat products may only originate from slaughterhouses, cutting plams and cold .
stores a2pproved for export (o the Russiar Federation.

In the process of drafting the 14 models of the uniform certificates Russia has indicated
thai it would retaln the current system of control over consigements of particular
products from the EC Member States to the Russian Federation conducied by Russian
veterinary specialists,

The decision 0 use the uniform veteninary certificates under the above mentioned
Russian requirements is taken by a Member-State which is interestad in EXporing certain
types of live animals or animal products 1o the Russiay Federation,

8. 14 new uniform veterinary certificates on live animals and animnal products
exported from the EC o the Russian Federation will take effact on 1 Oclober 20064

The certificates shall be in English, Russian and =z thizd EU) language chosen by the

exporting Member States. Linguistic verification ané clarification of the certificates wili
take place in the coming two weeis,

In arder o prevent fracd, al EC Member States will issue the cerlificates according 1o
unifonn models. For the production of ceriificates waler marks, embossed paper,
harmonized nuimbering of cenificates, stamzs, eolovred ink for s onatures, etc. will be
used, The parties agreed that for the future establishing an elsctronic certification system
wiald be desirable,

Both parties agreed to introduce the transitional petiod umil 1 Jaruary 2003, In the
course of the above-mentioned period the cumment milaterally agreed velerinary cortificates
for exports of live animals and aninal products from the EC ¢ Russia mav continue ta
e used,



Exports of commodities not covered by the 14 ceriificates wili continue using the
conients of the current certificates on the new forms unti] new cenifScaies are agreed.

% The discussion of important isstes that consern both sides such 4s the fraud Drevention
and transit ruies will proceed further in working Zroups to be set up and start working zs
from 1 October 2004,

J0. It was agreed batween the parlies 1o conduct an aanual review of the certification
SYSiem,

Li. Requirements of the uniform velerinary certificates for certzin infectious diseases,
safety indicators and quaiity could be reviewed by an agreermnent of both sides depending

on the epizootic situation and new scientific data.
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