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A To develop Guides to Goodand Better Practice on the transportation
of livestock species in the European Union

A The species are: Cattle- Horsesi Poultry i Pigsi Sheep
cv"fy « g e
© - — . Q‘ o A

A To reach a large number of transport companies, drivers, competent
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A National working groups
I National language, single species
A Species Focus groups
I International, English, single specie ‘
A Stakeholder Platform (L.
T W{GNI 683400 I ROARSEESE =y
i Overseeing the whole project - i
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The Guides
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Guide to good practices for the
transport of poultry

Guide to good practices for the transport
of sheep
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Guide to good practices for the transport
of pigs
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2. Journey planning and preparation

2.1 Introduction

Good preparation and planning for the transpart of pigs is one of the r
af the journey. [t is the key o Sucoessful animal transport in berm
legislation, best practice and high standards of anirmal welfare and &0
planning promotes smooth execution of ransport and s needed
that the invalvement of the different parties £ poorly synchronised,
awerall animal transport process necessitates well-structured integn
acthvitbes acconding to defined sets of objedives, responsibilities and
anticipation of unexpected events and problems and the provigion o
ta supplement weall defined Standard Operating Procedures aré par
immediste animal welfare concerns, planning should include animal
(bicascurity), hurnan health end sefety espects and econarmic
importance of planning and preparation is also acknowledged by th
journey logs with a planning section are obligatory for long jou

From en animal welfare point of view, the preparstion amd plannin
fallowing aspects:

Plenning the journey,

Vehacle preparaton,

Anirnal relatad praparation,

Administration.

These aspects are described in the paragraphs below.
2.2 Planning the journey

The journey shell be &5 smooth and quick as possible in order
transport stre<s. It chall be planned carefully to assure pig weifare ¢
whale transportation. AS part of the planning far each journey, arrai
made to manage any delay, breskdown ar other emergency b
impaired welfere during all transport.

The journey shall be planned and prepared carefully after the ar
farmeér ar trader of the date and the plece of departure and the de:
dient. Journey plans invalve written arrangements regarding start &
contingency plans, and details on oongignment thests ar arrangere
for rest Stops, particularly for kang-distanos journays.

In perticular, they shall include:

@ description of the route of travel and estimation of s durati
= analyss of weather forecast,

Figure 3.6 Calm handling that makes use of the animals’ natural ¢t
zone” speeds up loading cperations, improves animal welfare, and redi
due to injuries and bruises.

Ancther thing to be aware of is that pigs have wide-angle vision and th
themselves. However, they have & blind spot located right behind
positions himself in that spot, the animals can get nervous as they
happening. Handlers should always try to avoid that ‘blind spo/
them. See Figure 3.7,

Figure 3.7. Field of vision and fight zone of pigs

107. The time and stress Involved in sorting and loading sheuld be
possible, and 2 resting period should be applied in between the

times, availability of Facilites,

%

practitionars, haspitals, police, fire department, veberinarians must be available.

216, 'Watér Supply bo anirmals should be potable and nat bacome contarminated. Any waber
Storage tenks must be covered and capable of being disinfected if necesiary. Wabter
supply systems should be capable of being flushed with a sanitizer if
required.

217, Storage of feed and bedding must be kept secure end not capable of becoming

cantaminated. Tractors and other mechanical equipment used for feeding and

bedding should be cleansed and disinfected after each use.

lenguege Spoken, Servioe availeble for driver
itaton, ledure facilities, etc.) and heslth service. A phone it of local medical

6.5 Emergency

In case of emengencies accurming while animals are st the control pest, the contingency plan
af the controd post and that of the transporter ane activeted.

Good practices during emergencies at cantral pasts

218. If thers are nob enowgh pens according to the number of peng in the truck, no more
than two pens of the truck are mixed. Bahaviour & observed and injured or
stressed animals are isolated.

219. I an animal shows signs of colic (e.g. profuse sweating, continwaus rolling, turning
heed towards the bally, persistent movement and getting up and down vialently, lying
down freguently), which i one of the most common problems, veterinary
assistance is sought immediately_ 1t is avaided as much as pessible to stress the
anirnal.

220. If several trucks arrive together at & control past with anirmals of different sanitary
Staties:

o The competent authorities sre comtacted for officiel recommendations, also
wihen oné or micne trucks create & biasecurity hazard.
o dnimiels of different sanitary status are Isolated in dfferent ares< of the site.

221 If & local sanitary crisis coturs when animals are expected at the cantral post:

o The competent authorities are contacted for officiel recormmendations, alsa
when o or rone trucks create 8 beasecunty hazard.

o The driver and the owner of the transparted snimels gre informed before the
arrival, Mobile disinfection systermns (wheel splash-boards) are wsed when the truck
enters the control past.

Better practices during emergencies at control posts

222 1f animals need to remaln in the control post after the truck has departed, for
instance becaude they are injured or otherwise unfit to be trandported, they are kept
in & separate area. The |ocal competent suthorities are informed of thete animals,
No pens are disinfected whilst animals are $tll inside them. Care is taken not to cause
avoidable stress.

Page | 51




£l ABMs: horse example
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157. Incase of hot conditions (temperatures over @5, when
animals develogxcessive sweating and show increased
breathing, the following measures are considered:

A To activate the ventilation system,

A If it is necessary to stop (e.g. to water the animals): park in the
shade, fully open the ventilation flaps, keep the stop as short

possible,
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Good practices
99. Birds shouldot be caught and carried by the neck and should not hit any obj
whilst they are carried.

100. Broilersnay be caught by one lelgut if they have to be carried, their bodies
have to be supported to minimize the risk of injuries.

Better practices

117.Slides should be used to support the breast of eafilay hens as this will
significantly reduce damage to the breast.

118. Endof-lay hens should beaught individually by both leg& avoid injury or
suffering and the breast can be supported by the other hand during removal fror
the racks of aviaries.
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A Disseminate our Guides and Fact Sheets to
reach as many veterinarians, transporters and
competent authorities as possible
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ADMINS ABOUT THIS GROUP
prs Francesca Pompei - Group Owner . Chiara Albanello - Manager Thousands of animals are daily transported within |
'fw Senior Trainer ‘ Senior Trainer at IZSA&M Europe and to third countries for slaughter, fattening and

breeding. Transport conditions during these journeys
vary a lot. To support the industry (e.g. farmers, drivers)
to improve animal welfare, a consortium consisting of 16

YOUR CONNECTIONS partners has started to develop Guides to Good and Best

. . Practi E C ission, DG Sante pilot
@ Chiara Albanello - Manager @ Mette S. Herskin pachtalaslalEUITREaNisCMmISsIon ) ante pile

Senior Trainer at IZSA&M Senior scientist at Aarhus University, ... project. The Guides will involve guidelines for cattle,

horses, pigs, poultry and sheep transport, with the aim to
finish by the end of 2018. Show less
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