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• International non-profit-making NGO in Brussels since 1977;

• Represent our members, the national associations of hunters from 37 
countries, which in turn account for 7 million hunters;

• Liaise with policy/decision-makers on topics relevant for hunting activities.





The role of hunters

• Hunters are the eyes and ears of the 
countryside.

• Deep understanding of wildlife management.

• Often the first to find evidence of AH issues in 
the wild:

• Providing samples of carcasses
• Assisting in managing diseases, surveying, 

information exchange

• Hunting of wild boar.

• Biosecurity awareness: essential for 
containing ASF.
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EFSA recommendation (2017): 

“Drastic depopulation, targeted 
hunting of female wild boar and 
carcass removal implemented as 

only measure to control ASF in 
the WB population need to be 

implemented in a highly effective 
manner (at or beyond the limit of 
reported effectivity in wild boar 

management) to sustainably halt 
the spread of ASF”



https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/562e4071-2415-40c7-af00-c848ee1ab7bc_en?filename=ad_control-measures_asf_factsheet_202206.pdf

https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/562e4071-2415-40c7-af00-c848ee1ab7bc_en?filename=ad_control-measures_asf_factsheet_202206.pdf


FACE work on 
ASF in wild boar:

Technical knowledge base:
- Management
- Biosecurity
- Monitoring

Communication:
- With members
- Public
- Other relevant 

Stakeholders:
• Sharing best practices
• Engagement in policy 

discussions



https://www.face.eu/animal-welfare/african-swine-fever/recommendations/

https://www.face.eu/animal-welfare/african-swine-fever/recommendations/


Involving hunters
• Cooperation;
• Understanding viewpoints;
• Effective awareness-raising;
• Good communication and collaboration;
• Legislation (including contingency plans);

• Making management easier (including use of 
modern equipment)

• Motivation (including financial - for activities 
carried out by hunters);
• Regular training (e.g. biosecurity courses).
• www.face.eu/animal-welfare/african-swine-

fever/

https://www.face.eu/animal-welfare/african-swine-fever/
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WSVG now relies on 

digital technology from 

the company diwima.







Main challenges (Member replies…)
• Missing political efforts to do everything that is possible (e.g. 

concerning fences).

• Many different authorities on different levels are involved, sometimes 
more support from higher levels to the competent authorities in the 
field is required.

• Support for hunter's efforts in prevention of ASF by reducing the wild 
boar population.



Main challenges (Member replies…):

• The main challenge is to resolve the lack of a coordinated strategy 
between regions and central authorities in order to reduce the risk of 
ASF spread. As an example, there is not a coordinated activity to 
collect carcasses and reduce wild boar population density in infected 
areas.

• The role of hunters, of primary importance in the active search for 
carcasses and, in general, for the early detection of ASF, should be 
better recognized. 



Main challenges (Member replies…):

• Hunters are directly involved in stopping ASF and they require full 
support. They are not the cause, but are on the main battleground. 
More funds are needed for educating wider society. 

• Try to focus on other resources/risks. There’s many ways to spread 
ASF but the state trys to control only wild boars and hunting.



Main challenges (Member replies…):

• Convincing people to carry out biosecurity on farms and controlling 
compliance with these rules;

• Large-scale corn cultivations (every year, getting bigger each year);

• Too few cold storage facilities to store wild boar;

• Costs of disposal of wild boar carcasses (~120 euro per carcass);

• Problem with bringing healthy wild boars (zone II and III) to market + 
purchase points do not want to accept carcasses;

• Need for money for cold storage facilities, biosecurity, wild boar 
carcass disposal.



What’s needed:
• The same system in Estonia is needed across many other counties.

• Improve incentives for hunters to sell game meat. 

• More resources are needed to finance specific activities in wild boar management, 
and involvement of public administration in controlling density of populations. Since in 
Italy game ownership belongs to the State, hunters are considered simple stakeholders; 
nevertheless, they could play an active role of great value, even within protected areas. 
This role could be enhanced through specific training activities, and hunters could be 
prepared for the early warning and for carcass searching; moreover, they should be 
coordinated in the control of wild boar populations through a close collaboration with 
Health Authorities and Regional Administrations. A closer collaboration on the territory 
between State, Regional Administrations and wild boar hunters is, therefore, necessary.



• We need more support from our governments and EU in the form of 
disinfectants and other materials, financing the purchase and building 
of pits for disposal of animal products, refrigerators, transport 
trailers, etc. 

• Need for money for cold storage facilities, biosecurity, wild boar 
carcass disposal etc.

• Try to focusing to other resources and control of spreading of 
diseases.

What’s needed:





Thank you very much for your attention

David.Scallan@face.eu


