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«To ensure that information about the requirements concerning 
the introduction into the Community of products of animal origin 
is effectively conveyed to travellers and to the general public, 
Member States and international passenger transport operators 
should bring those requirements to the attention of the general 
public and passengers carried into the Community.»

Legal basis (1) 
Rules have been laid down by Commission Regulation 

(EC) No 206/2009
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Continuous information delivery and 
awareness campaigns concerning the risks 

related to various activities like illegal 
import of meat products are needed.



Food safety

Communication channels

4

Public alerting
Informative materials
Information exchange = through media, traveling 
companies, embassy's, truck driver associations etc. 
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Awareness raising mechanisms
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Public alerting
 Additional public alerting activities in cooperation with 

Latvian Railway by providing leaflets in the rail wagons on 
the rules of personal luggage and ASF

 Public alerting are in place enforced by Riga airport  
Authority  published on the airport web-page on the rules 
of personal luggage and ASF

http://www.riga-airport.com/lv/main/pasazieriem/noderiga-
informacija
 The Embassies of Russian Federation and Belorussia were 

informed  about animal health situation and measures 
taken by Latvian authorities and were asked to hold  in the 
visible places information on personal luggage and ASF

 Awareness campaigns for farmers, veterinarians and 
hunters were started in 26.06.2013.

http://www.riga-airport.com/lv/main/pasazieriem/noderiga-informacija
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Informative materials (1) 
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Informative materials (2) 
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Informative materials (3) 
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Training of  customs and border guards 

Main topics:
• Lists of animals and products to be subject to controls at border inspection posts, 

Decision 2007/275/EC
• Customs and border guards role in preventing the spread of animal diseases
• Private luggage control framework, Regulation (EC) No 206/2009 
The  number of trained staff  are as follows:

- 2010  - 175 customs officials
- 2011  - 190 customs officials and 98 border  guards
- 2012  - 240 customs officials and 46 border guards
- 2013 - 308 customs officials and 206 border guards
- 2014   - 265 customs officials and 67 border guards
- 2015 – 101 customs officials
- 2016 – 104 customs officials
- 2017 - 63 customs officials
- 2018 – 15 border guards; 57 customs officials and process will continue
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Proposals for co-operation

 Communication and collaboration between institutions =
Veterinary and Customs authority 
 Cross-border communication is particularly important

 Be informed! and To be informed!
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https://ec.europa.eu/food/sites/food/files/animals/videos
/ap_pers-import_vid_leave-it-out_en.mpg



https://ec.europa.eu/food/sites/food/files/animals/videos/ap_pers-import_vid_leave-it-out_en.mpg
https://ec.europa.eu/food/sites/food/files/animals/videos/ap_pers-import_vid_leave-it-out_en.mpg


Food safety

13



Food safety

Legal basis (2)

14

In accordance with Commission Regulation (EC) No
206/2009 laying down measures with regards to the
introduction into the community of personal consignments of
products of animal origin, Member States are required to
submit to the Commission on an annual basis, reports
summarizing the relevant information on the measures
taken to advertise and enforce the rules on personal imports
of meat and dairy products of the Regulation, and the
results thereof
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Report 2017
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Report 2017

Third 
Country

Quantity and type of illegal consignments found

Belarus Meat and meat products - ~7300 kg ; Milk and milk products – ~4400 kg; 

Russia Meat and meat products - ~4500 kg ; Milk and milk products – ~3500 kg; 

Ukraine Meat and meat products - ~140 kg ; Milk and milk products – ~64 kg; 

Uzbekistan Meat and meat products - ~80 kg ; Milk and milk products – ~9 kg;  

Turkey Meat and meat products - ~18 kg ; Milk and milk products – ~3 kg; 

Georgia Meat and meat products – ~2 kg ; Milk and milk products – ~15 kg
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Sources of information for travellers 
Poster entering EU 
(road)

Leaflets, information 
materials – situated 
by customs 
information desks  at 
the border crossing 
points

Information on the 
veterinary rules for 
movement of food 
products for personal 
consumption into the 
Community on the State 
Revenue Service's 
official website (English, 
Latvian and Russian), 
also on the FVS website 

E-brochure 
„Traveller's ABC” 
(English, Latvian 
and Russian) –
paper and on the 
official website

Official letters to the 
Associations of Road 
Carriers

Mentioned in answers 
to specific questions 
of private persons, as 
well as in letters 
about restrictions on 
import of goods

Official letter about 
restrictions to the 
Federal Customs 
Service of the 
Russian Federation
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https://www.zm.gov.lv/partikas-un-veterinarais-dienests/statiskas-lapas/aktuala-informacija-afrikas-
cuku-meris-latvija?id=7800#jump

FVS web site (2)

https://www.zm.gov.lv/partikas-un-veterinarais-dienests/statiskas-lapas/aktuala-informacija-afrikas-cuku-meris-latvija?id=7800#jump
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State Revenue Service web site (1) 
https://www.vid.gov.lv/en/
prohibitions-import-
foodstuffs-due-african-
swine-fever

https://www.vid.gov.lv/
en/travelling-outside-
european-union

https://www.vid.gov.lv/en/prohibitions-import-foodstuffs-due-african-swine-fever
https://www.vid.gov.lv/en/travelling-outside-european-union
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SRS reminds and requests to note:

In personal luggage for own consumption from third countries it is prohibited to introduce meat and meat
products (lard, fresh or treated meat, animal fat, various types of sausages, preserved meat, pastry filled
with meat or containing it, macaroni with meat, sauces, soups, etc.), milk and dairy products (milk,
yoghurt, sour cream, cottage cheese, kefir, cheese, butter, condensed milk, etc.), pet feed containing meat
or milk (domestic animal feed, dog chew toys, whole meal flour mixtures).

Control measures apply to any person entering the Republic of Latvia from a third country, including
travelers and their personal luggage, as well as personal luggage of truck and international traffic bus
drivers, sea and air transport crew members, passenger train conductors.

If the set requirements are not complied with and on border crossing points of the Republic of Latvia
authorities identify an attempt to introduce from third countries for personal consumption food products of
animal origin, prohibited from introduction, customs officials confiscate the products in question and they
are destroyed. Violation of introduction requirements in respect of food products of animal origin for
personal consumption may incur administrative liability in accordance with Section 108.5 of the Latvian
Administrative Violations Code, and in case of repeated violation – a fine.

In order not to commit an administrative violation, persons before customs control have to throw the food
products prohibited from introduction into specially marked containers at the customs control point.

State Revenue Service web site (2)



Food safety

22

If a person has left the territory of Latvia (EU) and after
some time returns or is directed back to Latvia (EU), the
goods have lost the EU status, as well as a customs official is
not able to verify if he/she has visited areas affected by the
disease and has contacts with agents of the disease,
therefore the initial origin of the product does not matter.
In order to prevent potential spread of diseases customs
officials take actions to identify, confiscate and destroy the
prohibited products introduced for non-commercial purposes,
as prescribed by the aforementioned Regulation No
206/2009.

State Revenue Service web site (3)
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ASF is a disease that, except for pigs, does affect neither other
animals, nor humans, yet they play an important role in
transmission and spread of the disease.
Viruses of both diseases are resistant in the surrounding
environment:
 in frozen meat – several years;
 in salted meat – up to 310 days;
 in pork and smoked meat – up to 6 months;
 in soil – more than 6 months;
 in bodies of dead animals virulence remains for up to 2 months.

State Revenue Service web site (4)



Food safety

24

Illustrative materials
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Meat products contain ASF virus genome
6 meat product samples (out of 42 tested), taken out on the BIP 
Silene (on the border with Belarus ) were found PCR positive on 
ASF virus genome. All 6 products were produced by Belarus 
commercial meat producers and wrapped in a commercial 
packaging.  
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Passengers car control

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Truck control

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Bus control

2. 

1. 

3. 

4. 
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Airport passenger control

2. 

1. 3. 
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Passenger train control

2. 

1. 3. 
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What happens to the products

Two bins: for meat products, for milk products

Products are taken out twice per day (once per shift)

Products are weighted and handed over to FVS 

Bins are disinfected

Amount is registered by customs

Products are stored frozen

Products are handed over to utilizer when larger amount
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•Thank you for your 
attention ! 
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