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MY PRESENTATION

• Some findings from the Preparatory Action II Project 

(DG AGRI);

• How to guarantee seed quality?

• Points to be considered in the Seed reform;

• References
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Why
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Rejection of conventional agriculture

and the need of repositioning

agricultural production in its social
environment and landscape, taking

into consideration heritage, are the

main motivation factors for initiating

new valorisation initiatives.



What

Old varieties

Populati

on

Conservatio
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Landraces

In a certain number of cases, genetic

resources are valorised as a service

and not as a commercial product. In
these cases the initiative does not

aim to develop new products from

underutilised genetic resources but

rather to valorise the genetic
resource for other objectives.



Where
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specific 

territory

Products from neglected genetic
resources should be not reproduced

elsewhere and the ties among the

agricultural products, the

stakeholders and the places can be

enhanced. The local origin of

products can be used as a marketing

tool when needed.



When

From project 

to process 

based

Link with 
tradition/

past

The implementation 

of the initiatives is  

often a secondary 
activity

Takes time !

Relation with time is the key point in

the process of valorisation (e.g. time

for being traditional, time for the local
development process)



How

Education/

training

Awarenes

s

Voluntary 

based

It should be noted that recognition

processes (e.g. PDO/PGI) are often

long and expensive and therefore

not all the initiatives can undertake

them during their initial stages;

Modern 

technologies 

(e.g. social 
media)



KEY ELEMENTS 

• Diversity of the initiatives. 

• Collective action. 

• Paradigm change.

• Alternative food chains.

• Communication.

• Innovation within the tradition. 

• Role as advisors/facilitators/innovation 

brokers.
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COLTIVIAMO LA DIVERSITÀ  

Perché sostenere 

Rete Semi Rurali?

valore locale 
ed ecologico della diversità colturale e culturale!

ANCHE TU puoi dare un  
piccolo grande contributo

Fai una donazione!

Il lavoro che sta dietro alla Campagna di 

semina organizzata da RSR si apre con la 

moltiplicazione delle accessioni nel cam-

po dimostrativo che RSR allestisce  pres-

so l’az. agr. biologica Floriddia, la raccolta, 

la pulizia e lo stoccaggio presso la Casa 

delle Sementi. Il materiale viene accu-

ratamente gestito in modo che eventuali 

non possano diffondersi. A chi partecipa, 

si richiede di aderire a un “patto” che pre-

•  mantenere, nel limite del  possibile, le  

varietà e/o le popolazioni che ha;

•  informare in modo puntuale e preciso 

circa risultati e informazioni raccolte e la 

destinazione e l’uso del prodotto raccolto; 

alla Rete Semi Rurali un quantitativo di 

semente doppia rispetto a quella ricevuta;

•  nel caso l’uso non si esaurisca in un 

ciclo colturale, si impegna a darne comu-

nicazione per gli eventuali cicli colturali 

successivi;

•  dichiara di non assumere alcun diritto 

sul prodotto di tali risorse genetiche;

•  esclude  qualsiasi impiego volto alla 

creazione di OGM.

Queste piccole regole evidenziano come 

la Casa delle Sementi  sia un percorso di 

crescita collettivo, in cui la divisione dei 

compiti e l’assunzione di responsabilità 

da entrambe le parti è indispensabile af-

CAMPAGNA DI SEMINA PRIMAVERILE 2022

Anche quest’anno Rete Semi Rurali organizza la Campagna di 
Semina primaverle in cui mette a disposizione agli interessati/ e 
(agricoltori, hobbisti) piccole quantità di seme di alcune specie 
autunno vernine presenti nella Casa delle Sementi di Scandicci. 
Insieme al seme viene spedito un Accordo di Trasferimento 
Materiale, un Quaderno di Campagna e un “patto” che chi rice-
ve il materiale si impegna a rispettare.

SEED QUALITY
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8 years of European research projects 
between conservation and innovation..

2010 -2014

2015 -2018

Generating 
new diversity

Dynamic management 
of agro-biodiversity





Key points for the Seed reform:

1.Seed conservation network outside the scope of the 

legislation;

2.No mandatory registration for the varieties circulated within 

the network;

3.No IPRs on the varieties;

4. Traceability of the breeding process;

5.Avoiding burdens for the operators.In 2008 the Food Chain Evaluation Consortium already suggested that:

“that the two different systems of the large commercial breeding 

companies and the smaller market or regional breeders and producers 

could run side by side because they are targeting completely different 

markets”
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REINVENTING FARMING, 
BRINGING BACK 
DIVERSITY TO FARMING 
SYSTEMS, CREATING 
NEW SYSTEMS OF RULES 
ADAPTED TO THESE 
CHALLENGES
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Manual #1

Community Seed Banks “Establishment, management and 

governance”

Banques de semences communautaires “Création, gestion et 

gouvernance”

Manual #2

“Documentation systems: a tool for data and information 

management”

Les systèmes de documentation : un outil pour la gestion des 

données et des informations

Manual # 3

“Community Seed Banks: regulating access to germplasm and 

benefit sharing models”

Banques de semences communautaires : réglementation de 

l'accès au germoplasme et modèles de partage des bénéfices

Languages: English, French, Spanish, Italian, Hungarian 





RESOURCES

• http://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/overview/en/

• https://enb.iisd.org/biodiv/itpgrfa/gb8/

• https://www.bioversityinternational.org/index.php?id=244&tx_news_

pi1%5Bnews%5D=8690

• https://www.bioversityinternational.org/e-

library/publications/detail/crop-genetic-resources-as-a-global-

commons/

• https://www.bioversityinternational.org/e-

library/publications/detail/plant-genetic-resources-and-food-

security/

http://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/overview/en/
https://enb.iisd.org/biodiv/itpgrfa/gb8/
https://www.bioversityinternational.org/index.php?id=244&tx_news_pi1%5Bnews%5D=8690
https://www.bioversityinternational.org/e-library/publications/detail/crop-genetic-resources-as-a-global-commons/
https://www.bioversityinternational.org/e-library/publications/detail/plant-genetic-resources-and-food-security/


https://www.youtube.com/w

atch?v=kuAduRqbEjk&list=PLQ

8E5W9xFGdLTccwi44FL0LPsZ-

oDwNOw&index=5&t=26s


