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Current members and observers
10 Member States

• Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Denmark, France, Greece, Malta, 
Netherlands, Poland, Portugal and Spain

3 Business and professional organisations
• Copa-Cogeca, Federation of Veterinarians of Europe (FVE) and the 

International Society for Applied Ethology (ISAE)

4 Civil society organisations
• Animal’s Angels, Eurogroup for Animals, World Horse Welfare, The 

Donkey Sanctuary

1 Academia/independent expert
• Joe Collins (Chair, Ireland), Michela Minero (University of Milano, Italy)



World of the Voluntary Initiative
Achievements to date

• Three sets of documents developed by the subgroup 
and acknowledged by the EU Platform so far:

• Horse Guide 
• 7 factsheets based on the Horse Guide 
• Donkey Guide

 Available – together with the translated versions 
– online on EU Platform’s website 

• Both guides were translated into 10+ languages, 
such as Danish, Dutch, French, German, Greek, 
Italian, Polish, Portuguese, Romanian and Spanish

Ongoing work

Donkey factsheets
Guides on working equids in tourism activities



Donkey 
factsheets
• 8 factsheets in total: 

• Accommodation
• End of life
• Feed & water
• Handling & training
• Hoof care
• Welfare assessment
• Working & production donkeys
• Transport

• Based on the Donkey Guide + new/updated information

• Final stages, almost ready to be shared with the Platform members



Guidelines for Working 
Equids in Tourism Activities

• Under development – initial stage

• We will firstly focus on developing guidelines 
for business operators and authorities.

• We will then develop visual materials as 
guidance for tourists/users of activities 
involving equines



Next steps

• Having identified the real need in the field:
• We intend to present the Donkey Factsheets 

and the final guidance for business operators 
and authorities for Working Equids in 
Tourism to the next Platform meeting for 
acknowledgement.



Thank you
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