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- suspect case definition

- role of hunters and forest managers 

- how to facilitate the communication 

among the different stakeholders?
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Strategies and field implementation:
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Suspect case in wild boar:

• - any wild boar showing clinical signs or 

strange behavior

• - hunted animal with lesions found (post 

mortem)

• - any wild boar found dead (especially in 

areas at risk)

• - epidemiological situation in the area 

should be considered.
Photos: M.Ulmanis (LV)
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Role of hunters dealing with ASF 
suspicion

Each hunter in the area at risk must be well trained:

- to recognize clinical symptoms of ASF in wild 
boar (even hunted)…

- to know what kind of samples to take

- how to take samples

- to notify the suspicion (to whom, when?)

- disposal of carcass (how?)

- basic biosecurity requirements

- hunting hygiene 
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Sampling – how to do 
that?

What kind of samples to 
take?

• Blood

• Spleen

• Tonsils

• Kidney

• Lymph nodes 
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After sampling …

1. Packaging

2. Delivering to the 
laboratory
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Role of hunters dealing with ASF 
suspicion

Dead wild boar 
could be found not 
only in the forest… 

Photo: I.Koloda (LV)
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Role of hunters: storage of the 
carcass

If the suspicion arise in the hunted animal:
- take samples
- keep the (entire) carcass in a fridge 
before lab results are available (2-3 

days)
- carcass with the skin / organs

separately
- disposal of offals
- disposal of entire carcass in positive 

case (done by Veterinary Service)
- cleaning and disinfection procedures.

Photo: I.Koloda (LV)
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Role of hunters: disposal of offal, 
by-products 

Examples 
(Lithuania)

Photos: State Food and Veterinary Service
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Role of hunters: disposal of offal, 
by-products 

Example 
(Lithuania)

Photo: State Food and Veterinary Service
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Role of hunters: disposal of offal, 
by-products 

Example (Latvia)

Containers 



Food safety

Role of hunters: wild boar population 
management and hunting

• Winter feeding ban – how realistic?

• Reduction of the population – who else?

• Increased hunting – motivation is needed?

• Selective hunting (female hunting) – would that work?

• Hunting ban – can it work?

• Restricted driven hunting…

• Collection and disposal of dead carcasses…
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For hunter – to bear in mind:
1. Hunters are closer to wild boar than anybody!
2. Be prepared all the time – be trained!
3. Always inform the Veterinary Service, Forest Service –
actual contacts, phone No. !
4. Knowledge – regular training, awareness is necessary!
5. Remember – you are the first in the line (do not miss 
it!)
6. Hunting hygiene is very important (clothes, boots, 
equipment) 
7. Movement of the meat – first think!
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How to make everybody involved? 
• - Legislation (National and European)

• - Contingency plan

• - Authorization / contract by/with Veterinary Service
• - Funding should be foreseen for activities carried out by 

hunters & vets
• - Clear rules must be set to make collaboration good

• - Regular training

• - Communication and collaboration (also in peace time)

• - Motivation…
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Awareness – is the key issue for 
early detection of ASF 

• - Regular training of hunters and forest rangers on 
clinical signs and contingency plan

• - Ensure they know their role in the system
• - Readiness – knowledge and equipment
• - Awareness campaigns (regular and repeated) 
• - Regular communication 
• …..
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Leaflet for hunters on ASF and CSF 
(Latvia)
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Conclusions

16

1. Hunters and forest rangers are the first line – their role 
are essential in early detection of ASF in wild boar

2. Communication and collaboration with hunters – get 
them in your side! 

3. ASF control in wild boar is not only a veterinary 
issue – requires collaboration (biologists, hunters, 
forest rangers, etc.,)

4. Partnership between Veterinary Service, Forest Service 
and hunters should be established! (better before the 
first outbreak…)  

5. Motivation makes things work!
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