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OUTBREAKS AND CASES IN FRANCE 

In total, 19 cases of HPAI (H5N8 
and H5N3) have been confirmed 
in wild avifauna since the 23rd  
November. The last case concerns 
a swan found dead in Strasbourg 
on the 23th march 2021.  
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Situation on the 12th March 2021 
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Wild bird case  

RESTRICTED ZONE IN THE SOUTHWEST 

No new outbreak has 
been confirmed in the 
South-West since the 
26th march 2021 



LIFTING STRATEGY IN THE SOUTHWEST 

Lifting all peripheral  
protection zones 
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LIFTING  STRATEGY IN THE SOUTHWEST 

Protection zones from 
the Gers will be lifted 
last 
Most recently outbreaks 
in th SW have occurred in 
the Gers 
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LIFTING STRATEGY IN THE SOUTHWEST 

Lifting the coalescent 
protection zone into a 
Reinforced surveillance zone 
In the Reinforced surveillance zone: 
• Repopulation of poultry other 

than palmipeds 
• Palmipeds 
• Free palmipeds period: 4 

weeks  
• Repopulation of palmipeds 
• Palmiped’s Surveillance 

period: 4 weeks  
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LIFTING STRATEGY IN THE SOUTHWEST 

The Eauze outbreak 
will be treated 
differently:  
Last outbreak detected 
(26th march)  
• Very weak virus 

charge on the first 
animal sampling 

• No virus detection on 
surfaces 

• No viral detection 
during the second 
sampling in animals 
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Wild bird case  



LIFTING  STRATEGY IN THE SOUTHWEST 
Surveillance zones 
• Repopulation of 

poultry other than 
palmipeds 

Lifting surveillance 
zones 
• Non-coalescent zones: 

4 weeks palmiped’s 
sanitation period in 
old PZ before lifting 

• Coalescent zone: 
surveillane zone only 
lifted if all the 
protection zone can 
be lifted 

Surveillances zones 
lifted (New free-
disease zones) 
• Repopulation of 

palmipeds 
• All poultry must be 

confined 

Protection zone 

Surveillance zone 

Wild bird case  



Current situation 

RESTRICTED ZONE IN THE SOUTHWEST 

Protection zone 
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Protection zone 

Surveillance zone 

Reinforced surveillance zone 

Wild bird case  

Current situation 

RESTRICTED ZONE IN THE SOUTHWEST 

On the 15th April, all the 
Coalescent protection zone 
passed into Restricted 
surveillance zone 

The protection zone 
around Eauze’s 
outbreak has joint 
the Reinforced 
surveillance zone 
on the 17th April. 

Bidouze’s outbreak: 
According to the Commission 
Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/687 
(art 13), the animals involved in  the 
outbreak will be killed subsequently to 
save two rare breeds of ducks. 

Since the 15th  April, nearly a half of 
the Surveillance zone has been lifted 

All peripheral protection zones 
have been lifted and Galliforms 
repopulation has started  
gradually in the Surveillance 
zones  from 18th March 



RESTRICTED ZONE IN ALSACE 

Surveillance zone French 

outbreaks 

Surveillance zone German  

outbreaks 

Wild bird cases 

German outbreaks  

Two outbreaks have been 
detected in Alsace 
• One ornamental 

poultry keeper (26/03) 
• One farmyard (15/03) 
Both of the protection 
zones have been lifted 
without secondary 
outbreak 

Several outbreaks confirmed 
in Germany (vendor 
specializing in backyard 
poultry).  
• Two surveillance zones in 

French territory 
• No proof of export of this 

seller to France during the 
previous 15 days 

Current situation 



RESTRICTED ZONE IN HAUTE-SAVOIE 

Protection zone 

Surveillance zone 

Wild bird case  

Last outbreak 
detected in France 
(13/04/2021) 
Farmyard holding with 
chickens and pigeons. 
The owner fed wild geese 
in a pond near the 
farmyard. The wild geese 
were hunted (samples 
were taken, they were all 
negative) 

Current situation 



POULTRY OUTBREAKS IN FRANCE 
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CONCLUSION and PERSPECTIVES 

490 outbreaks of HPIA H5N8 have been confirmed in less than 4 months in a very 
densely populated area which facilitates the spread of the virus.  
 
All the outbreaks have been culled (except one holding of two rare duck breeds, the 
culling is only deffered to save the breed).  
 
Nearly 600 holdings in the South-west’s restricted zone have been preventative 
depopulated (1 and 5 km around the outbreaks) by the slaughterhouses and the 
logistic platform, some of whom have been found to be infected. 
 
In total, nearly 3.5 millions of birds have been killed in order to control the epizooty 
(1M birds in the holdings and 2,5M birds culled in slaughterhouses or the logistic 
platform). 

 



CONCLUSION and PERSPECTIVES 

The current objective is to manage the repopulation of the South-west restricted zone 
and achieve the objective of extinction of the outbreaks of HPIA throughout the 
territory. 
 
We can now consider that the epizooty comes to an end. 
 
No new case of wild avifauna has been confirmed since the 23th march 2021. 
-> the level of HPAI risk may be reduced from “high” to “moderate” in some areas 
from April 23th  
 
As asked for by the Minister of the Agriculture and Food, working group thinking is 
moving forward to draw lessons from the current crisis: prevent the crisis, manage the 
crisis, biosecurity, modes of production, vaccination, game. 
 
Conclusions of those WG + Anses scientific opinion will construct the new avian 
influenza roadmap in France.  



Thank you for your attention 
Merci pour votre attention 


