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The European Union and its Member States (EUMS) would like to make the following 
comments to the discussion paper on the labelling of alcoholic beverages. 
 
The existing General Standard for the Labelling of Prepackaged Foods (CODEX STAN 1-
1985) and the Guidelines on Nutrition labelling (CAC/GL 2-1985) apply to all prepackaged 
foods, including alcoholic beverages. Alcoholic beverages fall under the definition of 'food' 
and are therefore subject to the same requirements as other foods under these two Codex 
documents. 
 
The only gap that has been identified is the requirement for the indication of the alcohol 
content of alcoholic beverages which is not addressed in these Codex texts and is considered 
as important information for the consumers to make an informed choice. 
 
As regards the modalities to provide the information on alcoholic beverages, including the 
list of ingredients and nutrition information, the EUMS consider that they are sufficient and 
clear in the existing Codex documents. The same modalities indeed apply to alcoholic 
beverages as to other foods, as no exemptions are foreseen for alcoholic beverages in these 
Codex documents. 
 
The EUMS therefore support pursuing work on the labelling of alcohol content on alcoholic 
beverages. 
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