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Historical data on the epidemiologicul evolotion of the disease

In 2002, an EU {unded epidemiological survey on Enzootic Bovine [eukesis was
carried out in e bovine population of Malta and Goezo in aceordance with the EL
veterinary acguwis. Serofogical tosts were camied oul in LU Natonal Relerence
laboratory over a onc-year period (VLA Weybridge - UK}, Bovings ever 2 years
of age were Lested once during the year 2002,

A relatively small pereentage of bovines. rl.,::.ulT.Ed EBL. positive {9.2%): however
rearly 2 guarter of the dairy farms are EBI pDSIIIV{: )

"The regional distribution ol EBL positive herds é'éﬁnut be teken into consideration
due to the close proximity of the farms and the ll:l‘l'll'lﬂd Gvarall surface area of the
Maltese territory,. 5

After 2002 no meore: tf:ﬁtmg for EBL was undertaken. During this lime no EBL
pusitive were slaughtered: in view of cradicating the discase. ‘The only provision
takon at the tme was 0 pmh]bu the transfor of animals trom positive holdings to

nLLaIWE Ones.

Testing rmummenced m Jul'u EE}D? Il Was 1ml'l'll2.‘diﬂl1‘.}|'\-' noticed from the new data
availahle that there has he_fen__;m increase in the prewalcnu, ol the disease.

Bovine populutivn of Malta and (Gozo (National herd database 31-12-08)

MDP (Milk dairy preducers) — 150 farms

Cows over | Heifers Heifers Breeding | Fattening
Pyears | <= lto2 Bulls Bulls
year years

7699 2280 2326 361 2738




NOM-MDP (Not Milk Dairy Produecrsy— 202 {anns

The bovine animals on these farms are mainly bulls kept for fattening, .

Bovine animals Tatal Bovine animals
over 1 vear
1191 1844

Milk Survey in 2007

In July 2007 two surveys on bulk milk-samples {rom all milking farms was
undertaken. In the first survey 121 {acms were testied using bulk milk samples by
ELISA. Qut of the 121 bulk milk sampies tested,.62-tested positive. In October
2007 all the farms that had tested negative in July were re tested again using bulk
milk samples. All the 59 negative larms retested negative.

Tests on bulk milk samples in July 2007

Number of MNumber of Muttther of
_ Farms Positive  larms Neoative
farms tesied =

- T 59

Tests en bulk milk samples in October 2007

Numbe;'.t&f' Numbcr of Number of

. I'arms Positive  Farmis Neealive
layms tested 5

59 0 M

In December 2007 individual cow testing by ELISA using scrum samples
commenced. To date 34 Farms have been tested. noall 2878 individual animals



have heen lested, out of which, 330 have tested positive while 2348 have tested
negative

Individual cow tests

Nuimber of Number of MWumber of Number of
farms tested animals tested  animals positive  amimals negative
54 2878 330 oY 2348

In 2008

140 herds were checked |, out of which 66 resulted- infected -W_'i_t_h a total of 1,748
positive animals, T

3. Description of the snbmitted programme

The main objective of the programme is I:u umm}l and crudicale EBIL. from bovine herds
in Malta and (Gorn, moaccordancee to L}lrer:mt: 27/391 and Council Directive 64432, As

FBI. affects the imrmunc system of cattle, its impact on herd health and agricultural
economy arc lar reaching as infected ammals are more susceptible to a number of
diseases. :

Animals which resull positive 1o one serological 1est will be slaughtered and repopulated
with EBL free-animigls. A herd in which EBL positive animals are found will be
classitied as EBL positive until all animals tested twice yearly for two years give negative
resulls, Calwes of EBI .- pﬂsjtwe cows will not be Slaughtcrcd

Iall ammafs in 2 herd test nesative to (wo conseutive tests in the space of 6 months, the
herd will be élassitied as EBL negative. The measures taken in the programme will be
tesling and slaushiter of all eattic found positive to EBI. through an ELISA test carried
ot at the National Vetermmary Laboratory, The sampling regime will follow that laid
down in LiL) legislation,”

The target animal population will include all bovine animals over 2 years while lor
control of EBL. positive farms, all hovine animals over & year will be tested.

The programme will cover the izlands of Malta and Gozo which for the purpose of this
programme will be considered as one region.



4, Veasures of the submitted programme

L4 Summary of measures under the programme

Duration of the programme:

Iirst vear: 2010

First year:

T Conirol ~ Eradication

o Testiny . Testing

o2 Slaughier of animals tusted pusitive . Blaughter of animals {etted positive

T -Ki]iing ot animals tested positive
.. Extended staghier oc Killing

' _Dn]mqa} af products

4.2.  Organisation, “supervision and role of all stakeholders' involved in the
programmee:

The Veterinary Regulation, Fisheries Conservation and Control is the Central authority
hased in Malta is responsible for the “administration, sampling, laboratory testing,
slavghtering, collection and reporting ol all dala pertaining o this control and eradication
programme, The Ministry of Gozo (Veterinary Division) is only responsible for sampling
in Guzo, a

The National Veterinary Laboratory:

. Senior veterinary ofticer will be responsible For:

= ensure that samples are analysed in accordance o time frame and methodology as
laid down in the programme

= reporting results w the animal heaith section and CV0

» collecting/ filing all relevane dua,



Animal {lealth Department:

(i) Veterinary support olficer in charge of the bovine section will he
responsible for:

co-ordinating  sampling team

making appointments with the [armers and preparing daily sampling schedules
¢ollaboraling with the senior velerinary offieer i/e lab

= oreanizing on farm investigation in cases of suspect/confirmed positive results
collaborate in census, movement restriction, eradication and disinfection measures
collaborate in farm investigations in view of repopulation of farms,

EC

¢ = & = =B #

(i{i) Assistant Veterinary Support Officers will be ru;punsi'lzglg for:

o Ensuring to follow appeopriate training

s collecting and transposing qamples appmprmu,l}f o
deliver samples within 24hours fromi collection w the laborutory
ensure that accompanying documenis ave filled appmp.rmtei}

{iv) Veterinary (fficer responsible lor by —jfi;'ddﬁﬂti-:: -

*+ is responsible of ensuring that biosecudty measures and provisions in Council
Regulation 11742002 are adhered (o during disposal of carcasses and products.

(v) Chief Véterinary Officer

Following .r_-cmmmundatiuﬁs from senier veterinary ofticer ie lab and veterinary ollicer
i of bowving section the CVE be responstble for:
. IS%Uh’l“ an EBL. freestatus document for the farm.
» Responsibie of i issuiyig resiriction movement documents
« Issuing {incument for lifting restriction measures on a farm and Jor permilting
rr:p-:spuunnn



4.3, The Islands of Malla and Gozo arc covered by this programme and are considered as
npe regien. The Veterinary regulation Fisheries Conservation and Control Division

administers the whole region.
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4.4,  Description of the measures of the programme:
4.4.1. Notification of the disease:
Velerinary Services Act, Chapter 437 of the laws of Malta, sections 5 and 6

Legal Notice 3142005 Chapter 437 of the Veterinary Services Act, “Measures for the
Eradication of Brucellosis, Tubercuiosis and Leucosis in cattle rules”

[eral Notice, still to be issued; *Measures for the eradication of brocellosis, Tuberculosis
and Leukosis (Amendment) Rules 20097,

Prevention of Disease Ordinance. Chapter 36 of the laws of Malta, section 68

4.4.2, Target animals and animal population:

All bovine animals over 24 months for EUFVCI”dnLc purpme*‘i and ali animals aver 12
maonths for comrof purposes.

4,4.3, [dentification of animats and registration of holdings:
Yolerinary Services Act, seciion Y -

Milking Animals Regulation 5.1, 36.32 seclion 3

Al livestock holdings are registered with the Veterinary Regulation. Fisheries
Conservation and Controf. Mitk' producing herds arc allotted 4 unique herd number
(churn numbcr}, while sion milk producing herds are allotied a unique premises number.
Al the information pertinent toretich’ fanm.is also kept on the National Flerd database.
This system covers bovine, dvine and capriat holdings.

Vuropean Union Act, Chapter 460 6f the laws of Malta, scetion 3-4

Regulation (EC) No 1766/2000 of the Luropean Parliament and of ihe Council of 17 July
2000 establishing a svstem for the identification and registration of bovine animals and
regarding the labelling of beel and beel products and repealing Couneil regulation {EC)
No 820047

Council Directive 92/1070LLC of 27 Wovemnber 1992 on the identification and
registration of animals {amended by GJ 1. 063 05.01.2004 p.8)

Control of marking of animals regulation 3.L. 36,17 scctions 2-3
Undulant fever (prevention) regulation 5.1, 36.04 section 4

All bovine, capone and ovine animals are tapged and all the intormation is slored in the
Natienal Herd database. The wansier or movement of animals Tom one holding
another can only be done with the authorisation of the competent authority.



3.4.4, Qualifications of animals and herds
Qualification of animal berds is in accordance with Council Directive 64/432.

Legal Notice 31472005 Chapter 437 of the Veterinary Services Act. “Measures for the
Liradication of Brucellosis, Tuberculbosis and Leucosis in cattle rules™

Legal Motice, still to be published | “Measures for the eradication of brucellosis,
Tuberculosis and Levkosis {Ammendment) Rules 20097,

4.4,5. Rules on the movement of animals:
Prevention of Discase among animals 5.0, 36.20 sections 16-17

Lepal Notice 3142005 Chapter 437 of the Velerinary Services Act, “Measures for the
Eradication of Brucellosis, Tuberculisis and Leucosis in cattle rules™

Legal Notice, still to be published; “Measures for the cradication of brucellosis,
Tubereutosis and Leukosis (Ammendment) Rules 20097,

I'oot and Mouth Discasc regulation 5.1, 36.05, section 4
Control of Foot and Mouth disease regulation S.L. 36.27 section 2
Endulant fever {prevention) regulation S.L. 36.04 section 7

No mevement ol animals shall be allowed from positive lamms, animals from such larms
will unly be allowed movement if destined for slaughter,

4.4.6. Tusts used and sampling schomes:

Testing will be carried oul by ihe \dtwnﬁl Veterinary Laboratory using ELISA.
Hampilng will he coordinated by the amimal hcalth scction and will cover all
animals-ever.2 years for surveillance purposes und animals over 1 vear for control
purposes. Testing will be camed oul in accordance to the provisions laid dewn in

_.Council Directive 64/332.

'l'hé'“l';a}hqmmry Is participaling in 4 ring test organised by the ¥LA of (LK. Four
rounds ¢f samples wifl-be sent per year, The first ring test was carried out in March
ol 2009 and the laboratory was successiul in this trial.

&.4.7. Yaccines wsed and vaceination scheomes:

Not applicable.



4,4.8. I[nformation and assessment on bio-security measures management and
infrastructore) im place in the holdings imvolved:

Detailed guideiines for vood husbandry practices and hiosecurity measures on bovine
farms have nol vel been compiled. However gencral guidelines are covered in the Code
of Good Agriculture Practice (Cugap).

It covers cerlain practices such as

s the guidelines for storage ol {eed
o the quality ol buiiding material

need lor a vehicle disinfection pits
* necessity of a manure clamp

Al! farms producing manure have w store selid manure in an enclosed _]glace
known as (the manure clamp. for six months a year {itom the 15 October 15 March).
All farms arc to have a leak proof cesspit, to colleet foul water arvising from Cleaning cte.
The manure clamp is to be connected to the cesspit. The water is kept for 15 days then
colected by & bowser. These regulations serve to reduce the eavirenmental pollution and
the nitrate level in tields fertilised with manure, However, they also provide a tool to
permit hiosceurity measures to limit spréid of disease.

e

4,4,9. Mcasures in case of a positive resalt

Onee a positive animat or herd is identificd anorder of stop movement is issued by the
CVO. This is followed by an on farm inspection where a complele census is carried out
and the animals oo farm are cross checked with data held in the Natiomal Livestock
Dhtabase, Animals-which test positive 1o the ELISA test shall be sent for slaughter and
may be pdw;.d ior human cunsumptmn if deemed Nt by the official Veterinarian at the

slaughter housc

if the p{.r{.en‘tag:,;, of pn'-;u]ve "animals within a herd is over 80% the CVO may decide to
allow the slaughter of all dnlmr.'llb on the lartn including those animals that do not react
positive to the LLI?A test.

A manual of ¢ EL.!IdElIIIEb detailing precedures (o limit contamination and the spread of
ERL. is being compiled. Re stocking with EBI.-frec animals will be altowed only afler an
ingpection of the holding is carried oul to contirm that all identitied animals have becn
slaughtered and all recommended measures for hygiene and proper management have
been observed.



4.4.10. Compensation scheme for owners of shanghtered and kilfed animals:

A legal Notice is abowt 1o be issucd under the Veterinary Services Acy (CAP. 437)-
Measures for the eradication of brucclfosis. Tuberculosis and Leukosis {Ammendment)
rules 2009, This new legal notice has set down rules and conditions tied up to the
{inancial compensation scheme,: -

ELIGIEILITY ¥OR COMPENSATION UNDER THE EBL SCHEME

1. Farmoers Eligible for Compensation under the EBL, Scheme

In order for a farmer to be cligible for compensation for slaughiered cattle under this
scheme, all the following conditions shall be satisticd:

LS

The fuarmer shall kave been licensed by the department responsible for Veterinary
Services us a calile farm; cither as a dairy pmduwr {D] ar a non-dairy ruminant
farmer (RY, at the time of slaughter: :

The farmer shall own a licensed cattle 1arm which was approved’ or
‘conditionally approved” by the department rf:*ipnnsdﬂ-., for Veterinary Seevices in
s mast recent inspections, at the time of slaughter, -

The farmer sha]] allow free ueeess 1o VRFCC personnel 1o his, her farm holding
for bleod sampling and disease testing,

The farmer shall fbll.dvé; to the best of his ubilities, all advice piven by the MRRA
or YRYCC regarding management ol EBL and ERL-infucted cattle.

The farmer shall have a good record of eonduct with the VRIWCC as far back as
September 2007; having never, in this period, anempted to disrupl or Impede the
discasc surveillance and control activitics of the VRFCC.

The fammer shall obey the following rules below regarding the control of
movement of animals:

Rules Reearding the Control of Movement of Animals

Outward movements from D Barms found free of LBL (EBL -ve} will be allowed.



b, Inward movement of animals to EBL -ve [} farms will net be allowed unless
incoming animals are from EBL. e farms.

o No movement of male animals will be allowed lrom R famms to 1D larms
imespective of discase status.

d. No movements, inward or outward, will be allowed from any cactle farm found io
harbour EBL {FRI. ‘ve) except in lhe case of movement aof-male animals from
FRI1. +ve I} farms to B farms of cither staws, on the condition that ne female
animals arg present on the R farm. - :

2. Status Required of Animals for Farmers to be Eligible for Compensation

ln order for a fanner to be eligible for r:umpcn%a:unn wnder this scheme, all the following
conditions regarding the status of the animal fur which: Lmﬂpmxdlmn is claimed shall be

satisfied;

a. At the time of slanghuer the animal shall have been a lernale or a breeding male
{rom-a tanm which was licensed as a D farm, or a female animal {tom a farm

which way licgnsed as an R fann.

b Ai‘”ﬂ'l’ﬁ_time of slaughter the animal shall have come from a farm which was
‘approved” or ‘conditionally approved” for hygiene standards by the VRFCC im 018
most recent-inspections.

c. The animal shall be slaughtered at the Nalional Abatoir before the end of
December 2012

d. The animal shall be ruceable back 1o birth on the Natjional Livestock Database,

g, The animal shall fit into one ol the following catcgories:



{Category A Animals

Animals sclected speciﬂca]l}f for slaughter by the YRFCC based on testing of
samples taken between 1 September 2007 and 1% March 2009 and delivered to
the abattear lor slaoghiler as and when instrueted b}f [hL ‘.?Rl CC, berween 17
Oclober 2008 and 3 ls' December 2002 :

Category Al:  Animals found EBL +ve base’ii'_.cln t.c.:'étl;ﬁg of sampies taken
between | September 2007 and 1¥ March 2009, which were-older than | vear
when sampled in this period. B

Category A2 The proven offspring of the abovementioned animals which were
aged less than 1 year when sampled between September 2007 and I*
wlarch 2009, S

Cateoory B Animals:

Animals selected specifically for slaughier by the VRFCC based on testing of
samples taken betwoen 1 September 2007 and 1% March 2009 and delivered 1o
the abatialr f{::r slaughter as and when instructed by the VRECC, botween | *
- October 2008 and 31* December 2012,

(fatugﬂrj'ﬁ'}:g_ Non-infected ‘cohort’ animals from farms found to have farm
mfection rafes gbove 803% based on testing of samples taken  hetwesn September
2007 and 17 March 2009,

Category 132: Dubitably infected ‘cohort” animals less than | year of age at the
time  of sampiing which may have heen barm of infected cows or may have
suckled cotostrum or milk from imfected cows.,

Cwtepory B3: Animals infected after “initial sampling’ which are found EBL +ve
in tests performed on samples taken subsequent to ‘initial sumpling’ but within



the perivd of 1 Scptember 2007 to 31¥ December 2000, limited to 10% of the
tolal cow population on that farm at the time of *initial sampling”.

Calegory © Animals;

Amimals classificd as eligible for compenselion hased on resting of samples laken
between | September 2007 and 1™ March 2009 which are delivered to the
abattoir for siaughler lor the farmer’s own reasons and on a date of the tarmer’s
choosing, between 1% Qetober 2008 and 319 December 2012,

Caregory Cl: Animals found EBLL +ve hdm:dﬁll testing of samples taken between
1™ September 2007 and 1 March 20[}9 whlch were older than {1 year

when sampled in this period.

Category C2: The proven oflspring of the abovementioned animals which sere
aped less than | vear when sampled between 17 SePtcml::n.r 2007 and 1™ March
2009, e

Category C3: Animals infected after “initial sampling’ which are found LBL ive
in tests permn’ﬂ:,d on samples taken subscquent o “initial sampling” but within
the perind of 1%, Septefiicr 2007 (o 31" Decemnber 2010, iimited to 10% of the

woaf cow popu]amn nn Ihal j‘arm at the time of ‘mitial sampling’.

Calerory I Animals:

Animals from [arms classificd as EBL +ve based on testing of samples taken
between
1¥ September 2007 and 17 March 2009 which are delivered to the abattoir for

shanghter for the farmer’s own reasons and on a date of the farmer's choosing,
betwern 1™ October 2008 and 317 December 2012,

Category DI Non-infected ‘cohort’ animals from larmms found to bave farm
infection ratcs above $0% based on tesling of samples taken between 17
Seplember 2007 and 1™ March 2009,



Category I2 Animals:

Animals classified as dubitably cligible for compensation. Eligibility for
compensation will be decided by the ad hoe EBL Cumpmsatmn Commiliee,
hereinafier referred Lo as ‘the Commitice™. :

Category E1: Animals selected speeifically for slaughter by the VRFCC based on
testing of samples collected behween 1% June 2007 and 17 September 2007.

Category E2Z: Animals selected specifically for slaughter by the VRECC based on
testing of sumples collected after _1:“ March 2009 in the case that “initial sampling’
was carried out after this date. ~ -+

Category H3: Animals sclected speciﬂcﬁlly for slaughter by the YRFCC based on
westing ol samples taken betwecn 1% September 2007 and 1™ March 2009 and
delivered to the abattoir for slaughter- as and when instructed by the VRY CC,
before 1™ October 2008,

Cﬂtegnrj,r F4. Ammals sclected %pcmﬁcaily for slaughter by the VRI'CC based on
testing of samples taken between 1% September 2007 and 1% March 200% and
delivered io the abrattoir for slaughter as and when instructed by the VRFCC, alter

st I:':E.i..__ﬂ mber 2012



PROCEDLRE FOR CONTRCLLING SLAUGHTER AND COMIENSATION

Rlaod sampling and testing performed en individual animals over 2 years of age
on farms of unknown disease status and all individuat animals over | year of age
on farms known 1o harbour EBI. SR

Muoetings held with individoal farmers and their Herd Book rc{'ii:\?cd o determine
which animils under one veur of age should be suspected as FRL-infected and
recominended for slaughter. :

The farmer shail be i:|1ﬁ:rnncd;ti@:tf changes or improvements which shall take place
on his, her tarm before re-stocking will be allowed.

Al least 1 weck prior to the date of x]aughtﬂr ﬁln‘nLn will be given a list of
animals specified by Far Tag Number to bring te the Abauolr, and a datc on
which to bring them. Abattoir officials wili also be provided with this same list at

least one week prior (o the date of slaughter.

On arrival at the abatteir, abattoir olficials shail ensure that all the listed animals
have been brought and that no meore unlisted animals have heen brought than can
be slauphtered that day.

Should a greater number of wnlisted animals be brought by a farmer than is
possible to slaughter that day, listed animais will be given prioogy while uniisted
animals may be kept in laivage at the farmer’s expense until the next slavghter
day.

Farmers shall submit a request for compensation, giving details of animal identity
reeistration, age and date of slaughter. It will be ascertained from abattoir records
whether listed animals have been duly slaughtered as ctaimed.



8 The farmer shall be informed in writing regarding compensation to which he is
entitled, This will be in the form of an itemized list showing compensation owed
per artimal slauchiered acearding to categorization under this scheme.

9. The farm shall be inspected to ascertain that the changes or improvements to the
farm holding recommended (allowing the previous VREFCC inspection have begn
duly made, ensuring an acceptable level of bio-sceurity,

10. Compensation payments are made and written permission to re-stock shall then be
riven by the VRI'CC.



D. CALCULATION OF COMPENSATION

Age | Ha::';:;[ti 8I:;ru:e I Citegnry A' Eailtegury B l {ia;tcguri C C.atcgﬂry n .{?a;:gur}f K
Category | | 6 MP (X)) | X-20% X - d0% 7era DQE{:&:{?M[
> 24 Mo € 2096.44 c1258 €1006 ‘ €755 i €0 €258 755
12 23 mo £93175 | €559 caa7 | e ! €0 €559 _ 335
C4_12mo | €46587 €279 €223 E]I_s:;._?-" €0 | cao-167 |
0- 3 o €232.94 ! "e 140 e 1_2 i {:;34 ] f 0 {-?;I-4{J -84

4.4.11. Contrel on the implementation 61 the programme and reporting:

Liewal MNotice 3142005 Chapter 437 of. th Veu:rmar}f Services Act,
[radication ol Brucellosis, Tubcrculosis and | eu-:.uslb ll‘t came I'U.Ics.

5. Benefits of the programme

As EBL affcets the immine system of catile, its impact an herd health and agricultural

ceonomy are far reaching as infected animals more susceptible to a number of discases.

“Measures for the

Thereforc it is jn the interest of the producer 1o eliminate this discase from the national herd
as not only will .}_hcrc be no trade barrier but due (o the improved health status of the amimals
there will be an inérease in production. With the growing concermn for safer food by the
CONYSUIMET ap mprmn:d ammai health status will result in a belter perception of dairy produets

by consumers.
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