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Standard requirements for the submission of
surveillance programmes for avian influenza

1. Identification of the programme

Member state: NEDERLAND

Disease : avian influenza in poultry and wild birds

Request of Community co-financing from beginning of : {2013 toendof (2013

1.1  Contact

Name : Jeroen Bonet
Phone: 0031703785146
Fax.: 0031703786134

Email: j.m.a.bonet@mineleni.nl

2. Description of the surveillance programme in poultry

2.1 Objectives of surveillance programmes

(max. 32000 chars) :

The objectives of the surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry are to inform the
competent authority of circulating avian influenza virus with a view to controlling the disease in
accordance with Directive 2005/94/EC by the annual detection through active surveillance for:

(a) low pathogenic avian influenza (LPAI) of subtypes H5 and H7 in gallinaceous birds (namely chickens,
turkeys, guinea fowl, pheasants, partridges and quails) and ratites thereby complementing other existing
early detection systems;

(b) LPAI of subtypes H5 and H7 and highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) in domestic waterfowl
(namely ducks, geese and mallards for re-stocking supplies of game);

2.2 Design, implementation and target population

(max. 32000 chars) :

Sampling and serological testing in poultry holdings is carried out in order to detect the presence of
antibodies to avian influenza, as defined in Directive 2005/94/EC.
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Standard requirements for the submission of
surveillance programmes for avian influenza

That active surveillance complements the early detection systems already in place in The Netherlands, as
provided for in Decision 2005/734/EC and in Chapter Il of the Diagnostic Manual for avian influenza
approved by Commission Decision 2006/437/EC (the Diagnostic Manual); in particular those
implemented in poultry holdings that are deemed at being at a higher risk for avian influenza
introduction.

The Netherlands will use a risk-based surveillance.

The monitoring is coordinated by the Product Board for Livestock, Meat and Eggs (on authority of the
Ministry of Economic Affairs, Agriculture and Innovation). For holdings that do not comply with the
monitoring the Product Board for Livestock, Meat and Eggs has disciplinary jurisdiction.

Sampling shall be carried out from 1 January 2012 to 31 December 2013. Sampling is carried out by, or
under control of, a veterinarian. Testing of poultry samples is carried out at the Dutch Animal Health
Service (GD), authorised by the competent authorities and under control of the NRL: the Central
Veterinary Institute of Wageningen UR (CVI). The confirmation tests are carried out at the Central
Veterinary Institute of Wageningen UR (CVI). Laboratory tests shall be carried out in accordance with the
Diagnostic Manual which lays down the procedures for the confirmation and differential diagnosis of
avian influenza.

2.2.1 Risk based surveillance (RBS)

(max. 32000 chars) :

A large percentage of poultry holdings in The Netherlands is located in areas with a high density of
poultry holdings (see also 4.1.2) and/or high density of migratory wild water birds (see also 4.1.1) and/or
have intensive trade patterns. A lot of our poultry and poultry products are exported to other Member
States. To assure our poultry holdings are free from Avian Influenza H5/H7 it has been decided (in close
consultation with our poultry sector) to set up an intensive monitoring programme that complements
the early detection systems.

This monitoring programme is already several years in place and goes far beyond the monitoring
prescribed in case of representative sampling: Al monitoring is mandatory in the Netherlands for all
commercial poultry holdings. All commercial poultry holdings in the Netherlands, including all
commercial broiler holdings, should be sampled and serologically tested at least once a year. Holdings
that have increased risk factors for introduction (free range poultry) or are more susceptable (turkey
holdings) are sampled more frequently. Turkey holdings are sampled 3 times a year. Holdings with free-
range layings are sampled 4 times a year.

In case a poultry holder wants to transport poultry to another holding the animals have to be sampled
and the test results should be available prior to the transportation.

Above our complete monitoring programme is described. However, in accordance with 2010/367/EU:

The costs of sampling and testing prior to transport are not included in paragraph 12.2. Also the costs of
sampling and testing of broilers is not included in paragraph 12.2.
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Standard requirements for the submission of
surveillance programmes for avian influenza

2.2.2 Surveillance based on Representative Sampling

(max. 32000 chars) :

3. Target populations

(max. 32000 chars) :

The sampling of the following poultry species and production categories is included in the surveillance
programme (only if they are commercially kept in The Netherlands):

(a) laying hens;

b) free range laying hens;

¢) chicken breeders;

d) turkey breeders;

e) duck breeders;

f) geese breeders

g) fattening turkeys;

h) fattening ducks;

fattening geese;

farmed game birds (gallinaceous) focusing on adult birds such as breeding birds;

(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(

i
(
(k) farmed game birds (waterfowl);
() ratites.

(m) broilers

)
)

Hobby/backyard flocks are not included in the active surveillance for avian influenza in poultry. These
flocks are considered to play a minor role in virus circulation and spread. This has also been confirmed by
a model study evaluating the role of hobby/backyard flocks in het 2003 HPAI outbreak in The
Netherlands.

4. Risk-based surveillance (RBS) method
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Standard requirements for the submission of
surveillance programmes for avian influenza

4.1 Criteria and Risk factors

4.1.1 Criteria and risk factors for virus introduction into poultry holdings due
to direct or indirect exposure to wild birds in particular those of identified 'target
species’

(max. 32000 chars) :

(a) The location of the poultry holding in proximity to wet areas, ponds, swamps, lakes, rivers or sea
shores where migratory wild water birds may gather.

(b) The location of the poultry holding in areas with a high density of migratory wild birds, in particular of
those birds that are characterised as ‘target species’ (TS) for HPAI H5N1 detection and listed in Part 2 of
Annex Il.

(c) The location of poultry holding in proximity to resting and breeding places of migratory wild water
birds, in particular where these areas are linked through migratory birds” movements to areas where
HPAI H5NT1 is known to occur in wild birds or poultry.

(d) Poultry holdings with free range production, or poultry holdings where poultry or other captive birds
are kept in the open-air in any premises in which contact with wild birds cannot be sufficiently
prevented.

Holdings that have increased risk factors for introduction (free range poultry) are sampled more
frequently, namely 4 times a year.

In Annex IV and Annex lll an overview is given of the wild water bird density and poultry density.
Especially the western and northern part of The Netherlands are areas of high wild water bird density.

4.1.2. Criteria and risk factors for virus spread within poultry holdings and
between poultry holdings, as well as the consequences (impact) of the spread of
avian influenza from poultry to poultry and between poultry holdings

(max. 32000 chars) :

(b) The type of poultry production

Turkeys are more sensitive for Al (lower dose can already be infectious). Therefore turkey holdings are
sampled more frequently, namely 3 times a year (every production round).

(c) The location of the poultry holding in areas with high densities of poultry holdings.

In Annex Il an overview is given of the poultry density in The Netherlands. Especially the eastern part of
The Netherlands has a high poultry density (up to 12.400 animals per km2)
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Standard requirements for the submission of
surveillance programmes for avian influenza

(e) The presence of long lived poultry categories and multi-age groups of poultry on the holding (such as
layers).

Multi-age groups are especially present on holdings with fattening turkeys and large holdings with
(possibly free range) laying hens.

A large percentage of poultry holdings in The Netherlands is located in areas with a high density of
poultry holdings and/or high density of migratory wild water birds and/or have intensive trade patterns.
To keep the monitoring programme plain and simple it has therefore been decided to make monitoring
for Al mandatory for all commercial poultry holdings in The Netherlands.

(d) Trade patterns, including imports and related intensity of movements, both direct and indirect, of
poultry and other factors including vehicles, equipment and persons.

In case a poultry holder wants to transport poultry to another holding the animals have to be sampled
and tested. The test results should be available prior to the transportation. As a result most holdings
with chicken breeders are tested several times a year. Sampling and testing prior to transport is excluded
from the costs shown in paragraph 12.2.

4.2. Targeting of populations at risk

(max. 32000 chars) :

Additional to the mandatory monitoring for all poultry holdings, in rare cases extra monitoring might be
targeted at specific holdings:

In case the poultry on a holding is tested serologically positive for Avian Influenza H5 or H7, nearby
holdings or direct contacts might have been infected. Therefore (even if no live virus is found but only
positive serology) the poultry on the surrounding or contact holdings might be sampled and
serologically tested to investigate whether the virus has spread. Not in all cases extra serological
monitoring will be usefull. The decision whether or not to sample and test these holdings will be based
on several risk factors:

- poultry density of the area

- whether positive serology was found on one holding or was recently found on muliple holdings in the
area.

- whether the positive serology was found on a closed holding or on a holding with free-range laying
hens

- whether the surrounding holdings have free-range laying hens
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Standard requirements for the submission of
surveillance programmes for avian influenza

4.3. Targeting of poultry holdings to be sampled

(max. 32000 chars) :
Al monitoring is mandatory in the Netherlands for all commercial poultry holdings.
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