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Policy initiative on plants

Scope <<:
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 Plants, and their food and feed products, produced by
targeted mutagenesis and cisgenesis

* Ensure high level of protection of human and animal
health and the environment

* Reap benefits from innovation, in particular to achieve
the goals of the Green Deal and Farm to Fork

Risk assessment and approval requirements
Mechanisms to promote sustainability
Traceability and information provisions
Mechanisms to adjust to scientific progress




Consultation activities

Public consultation
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Targeted consultations
Interviews

Targeted survey
Focus groups




Public consultation - overview

EU citizen (1491)

Academic/research institution (206)
Company/business organisation (179)
Business association (122)
Non-governmental organisation (NGO) (81)
Non-EU citizen (38)

Public authority (35)

Environmental organisation (20)

Trade union (14)

Consumer organisation (5) | 0.2
Other (4) ] 0.2
MPof EP (1) 1 0.0

Response by Stakeholder type:

67.9

2300 replies

* From 23 MS, majority from
DE, IT, FR, ES

* 5% of respondents from third
countries, mainly CH, US, UK
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Public consultation - overview
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Plant breeding/seeds

Organic

Food processing/manufacturing
Trade

Biotechnology/bio-based industry
GM-free

Food retail/services
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Plant protection products/fertilisers
Other

Ornamental plants

Forestry
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Responses by Sector:
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Public consultation — adequacy of the legislation

100%
80%
60%
40%

20%

B They are adequate No opinion/I do not know | They are not adequate
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Public consultation — risk assessment

Currently, plants produced by targeted mutagenesis and cis

34

What is your view on their ris

27

k

enesis are risk assessed as any other GMOs.
assessment?

No opinion/l do not know

Plants produced by targeted mutagenesis and cisgenesis need
to be risk assessed using the current GMO legislation
requirements.

Plants produced by targeted mutagenesis or cisgenesis do not
need to be risk assessed.

Plants produced by targeted mutagenesis or cisgenesis do not
need to be risk assessed when they could have been produced
through conventional plant breeding or classical

mutagenesis.

Plants produced by targeted mutagenesis or cisgenesis need
to be risk assessed using requirements adapted to their
characteristics and risk profile.
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Public consultation — sustainability

Should the potential contribution to sustainability
of the modified trait of a product be taken into account in new legislation
on plants produced by targeted mutagenesis or cisgenesis?

60%

40% -

20% - 41

0 — e —
Specific regulatory provisions for sustainability should be -
included in this initiative No opinion/l do not know
There is no need for specific regulatory provisions on
sustainability in this initiative
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Public consultation - traits

In your view, which of the following traits are most relevant for contributing to sustainability?

Tolerance/resistance to biotic stresses (e.g. plant diseases caused by
nematodes, fungi, bacteria, viruses, pests)

Tolerance/resistance to abiotic stresses (e.qg. to climate change or
environmental condttions in general, such as drought, heat, cold,
salt)

Better use of resources (such as water, nitrogen)

Tolerance/resistance to plant protection products such as herbicides
or insecticides

Better yield or other agronomic characteristics (e.q. yield stability,
more or larger seeds or fruits, greater height, better shape or
flowering time, better breeding characteristics)

Better storage performance (e.g. under harvest, transport or storage
conditions, longer shelf-life, non-browning and fewer black spots)

Better composition (e.g. higher or better content of nutrients such as
fats, proteins, vitamins, fibres, lower content of toxic substances
and allergens)

Other quality-related characteristics (e.g. better colour, flavour)

Production of substances of interest for the food and non-food
industry

salbesp Abuons

FNOLY 10U Op [juoido opy

aalbesip 0] pual

asube Abuolg

aaJbe oy pua)

T T T T
20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

European
Commission



Public consultation — traceability

When analytical methods are not available or reliable, effective traceability of plants obtained by targeted mutagenesis or cisgenesis,
and of their food and feed products, can be ensured via:

B No opinion/I do not know I digital solutions, e.g. block chain
8 documentation transmitted through the chain of operators - other means
I public databases/registries
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Public consultation — provision of information

Transparency for operators and consumers, on plants produced by targeted mutagenesis or cisgenesis:

20
0 —
o can be achieved via a digital label accessible through the
B No opinion/I do not know final product (e.g. link to a website, QR code)
. . . . can be achieved via information available elsewhere (e.g. a

70 can be achieved via a physical label on the final product website, a public database/register)

. is not necessary for plants produced by targeted mutagenesis
[ Ir?nStgtgg?\%zisssaarr}ldf?:?sagr%gls?:t produced by targeted and cisgenesis, when they could have been produced through

conventional plant breeding or classical mutagenesis
12 European

Commission



Timeline

2300
replies
April 2021 .
p I-p initiati November 2021 29 April - 22 July 2022
olicy initiative _ _ _
announced High level event Open public consultation
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September 2021 2022 Q2 2023
Inception impact Impact assessment Possible legal

assessment proposal

Fundamental rights

70894 | from 91
replies | countries

Simplification and administrative
burden
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