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Legal background 

 
1.Act No XLVI of 2008 on food chain and its official control 

2.Government Regulation No 22/2012. (II. 29.) on the National 
Food Chain Safety Office 

3.Government Regulation No 383/2016.(XII.2.) on the 
designation of bodies in charge of managing agricultural official 
and administrative tasks 

4.Decree No. 113/2008 (VIII.30) FVM of the Minister of 
Agriculture and RD on the rules of notification of animal 
diseases  

5.Decree 98/2003.(VIII.22.) FVM on the protection against 
ASF 

6.Council Decision 2003/422/EC approving an African swine 
fever diagnostic manual (Diagnostic Manual) 
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National instructions 
 

1.Internal instruction of the CVO No. ÉFHÁT/114-2/2016 issued 

on 30 December 2016 (immediate measures after outbreak in 

Nagyszőlős, UA) 

2.Decision No. 2/2017. of the Chief Veterinary Officer published 

in the Official Journal of Ministry of Agriculture on 27 January 

2017, pages 3-13 

3.Guideline for the implementation of the Decision No. 2/2017. 

of the Chief Veterinary Officer issued by the internal instruction 

No. ÉFHÁT/1-20/2017 of 8 March 2017 

4.Guideline about the suspicion of ASF and CSF attached to the 

Guideline for the implementation of the Decision No. 2/2017. of 

the CVO 



4 

Ministry of Agriculture 

National instructions 
 

5.Internal instruction of the CVO No. ÉFHÁT/1-21/2017 issued 

on 21 April 2017  (further measures in High Risk Area along the 

UA border) 

6.Internal instruction of the CVO No. ÉFHÁT/1-40/2017 issued 

on 11 August 2017 (extends the measures in the HRA along UA 

border to the nearest settlements and hunting units to the 

Romanian border) 

7.Internal instruction of the CVO No. ÉFHÁT/70/2017 of 28 

September 2017 (ordering the increasing of the planned hunting 

bag in the eastern part of Sz-Sz-B county) 

8.Internal instruction of the CVO No. ÉFHÁT/1-42/2017 of 10 

November 2017 (extending the measures concerning domestic 

pigs in the whole HRA, ban of group hunting) 
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Ministry of Agriculture 

National instructions 
 

9.Internal instruction of the CVO No. ÉFHÁT/1-43/2017 of 13 

December 2017 (specific instructions regarding the organized 

search for wild boar carcasses, rules of group hunting and control 

of the measures in HRA) 

10.Decision of the County CVO No. SZ/82/0017-1/2018 of 13 

January 2018 (establishment of surveillance zone in relation to the 

ASF outbreak in Romania) 
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Main measures of the co-financed programme: 

 

• Prevention of introduction of the virus 

• Active surveillance in wild boars 

• Passive surveillance in wild boars & domestic pigs 

• Raising awareness 
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Prevention of introduction –  
measures at the UA–HU border 

• Disinfection of all vehicles is 

performed at the Ukrainian-

Hungarian border, not only 

those which are covered by 

2013/426/EU Commission 

Implementing Decision 

• trucks: disinfection gates 

• buses and cars: disinfection 

pads 

Ministry of Agriculture 
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Prevention of introduction –  
measures at the UA–HU border 

• Cooperation with customs and 

police 

• Enhanced control of personal 

luggage 

• Collection of waste near roads 

(transit waste) is performed more 

frequently 

• Information campaign at the 

borders specifically dedicated to 

ASF (information boards, leaflets) 

Ministry of Agriculture 
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Prevention of introduction –  
measures at the UA–HU border 

• Laboratory testing for ASFV of food 

products of animal origin which were 

confiscated during the border checks of 

206/2009/EC Commission Regulation 
– In 2016, 35 samples tested (all negative) 

– In 2017, 35 samples tested 

– Positive results on 27/11/2017 (pig ear) 

Ministry of Agriculture 
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Active surveillance  in wild boars 1. 

 
• In hunting year 2017/2018 the programme covers the whole 

territory and the whole wild boar population of Hungary (estimated 

number in Feb. 2017: 102,600 heads) 

• In three Eastern counties (Hajdú-Bihar, Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén 

and Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg county) an enhanced surveillance 

programme is performed 

Ministry of Agriculture 
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Wild boar population distribution in Hungary 

Ministry of Agriculture 

Hunted wild boars 

2016/2017 hunting year  
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Active surveillance  in wild boars 2. 

 General rules 

 

• Samples are collected by representatives of the hunting unit  

• Based on CVET recommendation, virological tests are performed on 

clotted blood samples as of 2017 (formerly tonsils were used) 

• Based on experience of infected countries, serology (ELISA) is not 

performed as of 2017 as long as there is no change in the 

epidemiological situation 

 

Special rules in High Risk Area in Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg County 

 

• Virological testing (PCR) of all hunted wild boars for ASF.  

• The carcass of shot wild boars (or any part of it) shall not be used or 

sold until laboratory results come back negative. 

Ministry of Agriculture 
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ASF passive surveillance 

Samples: 

•Pigs and wild boars suspected for CSF (PCR, since 2011) 

•Raised number of samples of dead domestic pigs  
– to enhance passive surveillance, field veterinarians were called upon to 

submit more samples from dead pigs, not only in case of ASF suspicion  

– domestic pigs died due to any other reason are tested for ASF and CSF as 

well 

•Domestic pigs died during transport from other countries 

•All reported dead domestic pigs near the Ukrainian border 

•Wild boars found dead or wild boars showing abnormal behavior 

 

Ministry of Agriculture 
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ASF outbreak in Ukraine 

Ministry of Agriculture 

28.12.2016 

•Nagyszőlős (Vynohradiv) locality, 

Zakarpattya oblast (cca 18 km to the 

border) 

•Captive wild boars 

•Wild boars shot in the area - negative 
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Measures introduced after ASF outbreak on 28 

December 2016 in Ukraine near the HU border 

Immediate measures ordered on 30 December 2016 

6 hunting areas and 30 settlements along the border 

•Obligatory organized and systematic searching of dead wild boars 

•Burial of all dead wild boars on the site of finding, followed by disinfection  

•Diagnostic shooting of wild boars showing abnormal behaviour or emaciated 

•Pig owners must report the suspicion of ASF as well as dead or sick pigs (even 

if they don’t suspect ASF) within 24 hours after observing 

•Census of pig holdings and distribution of leaflets to pig keepers 

•Ban of outdoor pig keeping or alternatively double fencing of the holding 

•Enhanced checks of markets where products derived from domestic pigs may 

be sold in four districts of Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg country 

•Etc. (for furher details please see presentation held on 02 March 2017) 

Ministry of Agriculture 
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Measures introduced due to Ukrainian ASF 

situation near the HU border 

Measures according to the Decision No. 2/2017. of the Chief Veterinary Officer 

Published in the Official Journal of the Ministry of Agriculture, 27 January 2017 

•Extending the measures to 56 municipalities and 22 hunting grounds 

•Etc. (for furher details please see presentation held on 02 March 2017) 

Guideline for the implementation of the Decision Issued by the National Food 

Chain Safety Office, February 2017 

•Rules of the active and passive surveillance programme 

•Guidelines for sampling 

•Definition of the „suspicion of ASF”, and reporting chain 

•Minimum biosecurity requirements in pig holdings (in relation to ASF) 

Letter No. 1-21/2017 of 21 April 2017 

•Testing of all shot wild boars in the „specific risk area” 

•Increased shooting of female wb and wb <1 year in the „specific risk area” 

Ministry of Agriculture 
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Measures introduced after ASF outbreak on 31 July 

in Romania near the HU border 

Letter No. 1-40/2017 of 11 August 2017 

• Measures extended to furher 30 municipalities and 19 hunting grounds (10 

km wide zone along the HU-RO border) 

Letter No. ÉFHÁT/70/2017 of 28 September 2017 

• ordering to increase the planned hunting bag in the eastern part of Sz-Sz-B 

county 

Letter No. ÉFHÁT/1-42/2017 of 10 November 2017 

• extending the measures concerning domestic pigs in the whole HRA, ban of 

group hunting 

Letter No. ÉFHÁT/1-43/2017 of 13 December 2017 

• specific instructions regarding the organized search for wild boar carcasses, 

rules of group hunting and control of the measures in HRA 

 

 

Ministry of Agriculture 
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Specific risk area August 2017 

Ministry of Agriculture 
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Specific risk area August 2017 

Ministry of Agriculture 
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High Risk Area: 

• in Szabolcs-Szatmár-

Bereg county 

• 59 hunting grounds 

• 163 municipalities 

High risk area 

Ministry of Agriculture 
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Passive surveillance – new measures  in 2017 in wild 

boars 
Whole country 

• Written report of every dead wild boar within 24 hours after finding, 

• Obligation of veterinarians (or other qualified persons) appointed by the 

County Government Office for the sampling of all reported dead wild 

boars 

• Diagnostic shooting of wild boars showing abnormal behaviour or 

emaciated  

High Risk Area in Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg County 

• All the above measures, and: 

• Obligatory organized and systematic searching of dead wild boars in the 

hunting areas carried out by representatives of the affected hunting units 

• Burial of all dead wild boars on the site of finding, followed by 

disinfection  

 

Ministry of Agriculture 
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Passive surveillance – new measures  in 2017 in domestic 

pigs 

 Whole country 

•  Pig owners must report the suspicion of ASF as well as dead or sick pigs 

(even if they don’t suspect ASF) within 24 hours after observing 

•  When the veterinarian cannot exclude the suspicion of ASF, he shall 

immediately report the suspicion of the disease to the district chief veterinary 

officer, who carried out investigations and in case of a confirmed suspicion 

orders official movement control for the holding and takes samples for 

laboratory tests. 

•  If the examination of the dead domestic pig does not suggest the suspicion of 

ASF, samples for ASF testing should be also taken when: 

• the pigs died suddenly without clinical signs, or 

• the pig having fever over  40 ℃  after 3 days  of treatment, or 

• the pig having fever over  40 ℃  and died during the treatment 

• „ENHANCED PASSIVE SURVEILLANCE” 

 

Ministry of Agriculture 
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Passive surveillance – new measures  in 2017 in domestic 

pigs 

 
High Risk Area in Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg County 

• All the measures that refer to whole Hungary, and: 

•  Sampling of all reported dead domestic pig for virological (PCR) 

examination 

• Obligation of veterinarians appointed by the County Government 

Office for the sampling of all reported dead domestic pigs 

• Disposal of dead pigs in rendering plant shall be organised by the 

County Government Office (in general it is the task of the pig owner) 

 

Ministry of Agriculture 
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Other measures in the High Risk Area – domestic pigs 

• Census carried out of all pig holdings 

• Distribution of leaflets to pig keepers informing them about the 

characteristics of ASF and their own responsibilities, including preventive 

biosecurity measures to be taken in their holdings  

• Ban of outdoor pig keeping or alternatively double fencing of the holding  

• Enhanced checks of markets where products derived from domestic pigs 

may be sold in four districts of Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg country  

•  It is recommended that grass and grains harvested from the area are used 

for feeding of pigs after a storage of 30 days only. 

•  It is recommended that straw harvested from the area shall only be used 

as litter material for pigs after a storage of 90 days. 

 

Ministry of Agriculture 
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Other measures in the High Risk Area – wild boars 

• Ban of sustaining feeding of wild boars in the area (based on Working 

Document SANTE/7113/2015-Rev4); baiting, for hunting purposes 

will be allowed up to an amount 10 kg feed/km2/month. 

•  Intensified hunting of female wild boars and wild boars younger than 

1 year of age 

•  Offal (viscera) is not allowed to be left on the hunting ground. It shall 

be either collected and safely disposed or buried on the spot 

 

Ministry of Agriculture 



27 

Results – Passive surveillance domestic pigs 

 

Ministry of Agriculture 

2015 2016 2017  

Whole 

country 

SZ-SZ-B 

County 

Whole 

country 

SZ-SZ-B 

County 

Whole 

country 

SZ-SZ-B 

County 

HRA  

along 

UA 

HRA  

along 

RO 

Number of pig 

farms placed 

under official 

surveillance due to 

ASF/CSF 

suspicion 

13 4 3 1 10 7 2 0 

Number of PCR 

for ASF 

654 60 623 125 1012 233 108 29 

Number of 

positive PCR 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Results – Passive surveillance wild boars 

 

Ministry of Agriculture 

2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 

Whole 

country 

SZ-SZ-B 

County 

Whole 

country 

SZ-SZ-B 

County 

Whole 

country 

SZ-SZ-

B 

County 

HRA 

along UA 

HRA 

along RO 

(from 11 

Aug 2017) 

Number of  

wild boars 

tested with PCR 

for ASF 

33 1 64 3 221 105 70 0 

Dead wild boars  

from it 

24 0 54 3 199 101 69 0 

Number of 

positive PCR 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Results – Active surveillance wild boars 

 

Ministry of Agriculture 

2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 

Whole 

country 

SZ-SZ-B 

County 

Whole 

country 

SZ-SZ-B 

County 

Whole 

country 

SZ-SZ-

B 

County 

HRA 

along UA 

HRA 

along RO 

(from 11 

Aug 2017) 

Number of WB 

tested with PCR 

for ASF 

8546 765 8949 739 5461 1997 1273 341 

Number of 

positive PCR 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Number of  

WB tested with 

ELISA for ASF 

8082 696 8877 661 34 2 2 0 

Number of 

positive 

ELISA 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Measures introduced after ASF outbreak on 12 

January 2018 in Romania near the HU border 

Decision No. SZ/82/0017-1/2018 of 13 January 2018 of the County Chief 

Veterinarian of Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg county 

• Surveillance zone according to Directive 2002/60/EC established 

• Municipalities: Garbolc,* Méhtelek*, Nagyhódos**, Rozsály,** Zajta** (*whole; 

** part of the area) 

• Census of pig holdings, ban on movement 

• Home slaughter only after veterinary inspection 

• 30 days stand-still (first 7 days: all species) 

• Vehicles used for transportation of pigs, feed etc. only allowed to leave the zone 

after disinfection 

• Reporting of every disease observed in pigs 

• Restriction of movement of personnel in the holdings located in the zone 

• Notary of the municipality informs the inhabitants 

Ministry of Agriculture 
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Public awareness 

 
 

• Information to the animal keepers by the official 
veterinarians and other vets 

• Information to the animal keepers and hunters 
using the national and regional media, and by 
written information sheets  

• Trainings for hunters on county meetings: 
specific training for hunters in the HRA: 
06.12.17 

• Regular (monthly) publication in hunter’s 
magazine 

• Conferences 

• NFCSO homepage 

• Billboards 

• Newspaper ads (about meat) 

Ministry of Agriculture 
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Thank you for your attention! 
 

 

 

 

 

Ministry of Agriculture 


