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Contact details . Dr. Anthony Crruppetia

i ) .
- Phate sent o the Clomimission

2.

! Plione: 3536 23905168

: Fax: 336 23005182

e-mail; cvoangid omeat

susan.chircopiimoy.mt

28" April 2008

Description of the swveillance proFeamme in poultry

2.1 QObjectives, ceneral requizements and eriteria

The objective of the programme includes:

Achieving harmonization with other FU couniries 1n velerinary control and

surveillance programmes;

o The strengthening of vewrinury  epidemiclogical  survelilance  measures 1
accordance with EL [egislation;

s Lnsuring the carly recognition of sub climcal infections of 1L.ow PathogenicAvian
tnlTuenya within the local animal population:

e The rapid implementation of investigation protocols with all relevant resterelions
on the movement of animals and amuimal products coming ioto force until

conlirmatary results are received.

Lt



s Contribute 0 achieving a discease free staug for Malta from nolifiable Avian

[nfluena

To conlurm to comumunity legislation with repards the surveiilance of avian

influenea in poultry and wild birds ECA4/72005,

» To enhance the surveiltance ol Avian influenza in wild bird species through

increased callabaration with hunting organisaitons and conscervalon groups.

2.2 Desiven and implementation

Sampling sirategy
o Sampling shall rake place belween January and December 2009 For poukry locks
sampling shall be carried owt during the relevant production periods,

s Samples shall be tested at the Natonal Veterinary Laboratory in Malta using ELISA and
any posilive samples sent to the CRIL lor confirmaory testing.

« Any Confinned positive hoidings will be rotrospectively investizated by the Vetertnary

Reculation, Fishencs Conservation and Contral Pivision.
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3.

2.3 Laboratory testing: descriptien of the [aboaratory tests used

The fmtial sereening of the Mood samples will be carried out &t the Ratwonal Veternary Laborstory
of the Yeteninary Regulation Fisheries Comservation and Centeol Division using the IDEXX ETLISA
kils.

Any positive sminples to the RLISA screenig test will be sent to the Commuanity Reference
[aboratory for avean mbluenza in Wevbridge, Uk,

Virues isolation and PCR on faceal and tracheal samiples from wild birds shall be camied our by e

-

Community Kelerenee Laboratory for avian influgnga in Weybridge, UK

Description of the surveillance programme in wild birds:

3.1 Ohjectives, reneral requiremenis aodd criteriz

"The objectives of the programme are to maintain vigilance for the appearance of strains of Avian

Influenzs in Tocal and migeatory wild hird gpecies through actuve and passive surveillanee.

Around 380 are species have been recorded in the 1slands. About 30 are winler visitors, 112

more or less repular migrants amd Ui rest rare and inegolar migrants or vagrants, The

presence of birds iy summer months is rether kow with the peak of zetivity attained in

spring and aviurmn. Although there is a consistent migration of birds throughoul the

islands in both seasons, weather conditions greatly allect the numbers of migrants. On

somie days during migration the islands may cxpetienee 2 large influx of birds, while at

other times thete may be very litlle movement in evidence.

The migrants include both specics thad winter south of the Sahara and those that go ne

further than the Mediterrancan basin, During late summer, herons, raptors, waders, hirundines,

several warblers and chats are present on the 1slumd.

These tncrease drematically v September and October. In November the migration of

Irans-Saharan migrants is over and replaced by influxes ol the wintening species, some

walerfowl and plovers. finches and olher passerines.

In spring & similar progression, bul in reverse order. can be obuserved between garly

VI



Marely and lule May. [oopoes, Marsh Harviers, Grey and Night Herons ad Swallows and
NMarting in rangin are amongst the first o appear in Spring, They are followed by sl
passerines such as Subalpine, Great Reed and leterine Warblers amd lader by Golden

Crrinles, Bee Faters, Woodchal Shrikes and the occasional Roller.

3.2 Desizn and implementation

Wild ducks and other migratory birds shall be samplet by means of cloacal swalrs, tracheal swubs andfor
Faccal samples, which shall be sent o the CRIL in Weybridge for testing by means of POR and viral
isolation. The collaboration with hunling associations. hird conservation groups, bird parks and bird
sanetuaries will be mamtained. This will ensure a contineous supply of sumples from migratory wild bird
species for active and passive surveillance.

fn the Maltese Fslands there are two establishments thal function as & bird pak and ps a faleonny center.
Close cantast witl these centers 15 maintained as the presence of the captive birds i these establishmenls
iy act as an aftraction to migrating hird specics.

There ure alsoy bwa main bird sanctuaries one in Mistra, the Sinar reseeee, and oae in Mellicha, the Gihaedira
reserve, which are run by Jocul conservations groups whers wild birds may aggresate. Samples frony these
purks are afso aken through collaboration with the conservabon groups fitvodved.

The VRFCCTY alse has in place o help e theougl which the public can notity ithe division with regards o

any wild birds found dead in the countryside or the coastline.
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3.3 Laboratory testine: description of the laboratory fosts uscd

o Vires salation and PCR on fuecal, clocal and tracheal samples fromn wild birds shall be carricd out
by the Community Reference Laboratory for avian influenza in Weybondge, UK.

v Swahs will be dispatched by fast courier to the CRIL under suitable conditions to ensure the survival

of the virus tMehis 13 prescot in the sample,

4. Description of the epidemiological situation of the disease in _ponitry during the last
five yvears

Surveillance progronme 2042

In 2002 an LU {unded epideminlogical survey was carried out on the poultry population of Mala
and Cioro. Sampling was carricd out al slaughter houses in most ol the cases. All the 139 farms
tested wer: negative, [n wotal 1080 samples were lested n 2002,

Aurveiffance progranute 2003

S Al survelltanee was carred onoin 2003

Surveillance programme 2004

A total of 38 poultry holdings were sampled and tested in 2004, A wotal of 341 birds were wsted
using 1DEXX ELISA. Thirty of the scro were sent to the CREL Lor confirmatary tests. done of Lhe
huldings or samples tested were positive.

Surveillanee programme 2005

Atotal of 63 potltny Farms i Malta and 9 farms in Gozo were fested during the survedllance progrumme
carricd out during 2003, The blood samples were estud locally wsing the IXERX kil for avian Influenza.
Samples frem 33 holdines in Malta and 3 In (Gozo gave positve results, These were sent to the CRL for Al
in Wevbridee, TIK for canfirmation using the hacmagg lutination-inhibition tests for MY AlE sumples
resulled negative o the confismatony tost.

Surveillance programme 2006

The surveillanee of ponliey ocks was siimilar to that for the year 2003 Anotensification of the number of
santples [rom poultry holdings Bas been andertaken. Vhe number of holdings sampled in 2006 was 71,
while the aumnber of birds sarpled was 1239, All samples were negative.



Surveillance programme 2007

I 2007, 74 laver holdings were sumpled, A lotal of 709 samples were collected and tested doring this year.

tvane of the samples tested in 2007 (csted positive for Avian Influensa.

Surveiifance prograpme 21008

The serveillance of poulty ks shall be similar to that of the previous years and s being carmied out
using HDEXX ELISA Kis.

Surveilfance progranune 2009

I is ensisaged that the surveillance of poohry Hocks shall be similar to dhat of the previous vears, Layer
locks will be sampled and tested by the National Vetertnary Laboratory psing TIXRXX ELISA kils,

Wild ducks il other miaratory birds shall be sampled by means ol cloacal swabs, tracheal swabs andior
faccal samples, which shall be sent to the CRE i Wevbridge far testing by means of PCR and viral
isolation. The collaborstion with huating associations, bivd conservation groops, bird parks and bind
sunctaarics will be maintained. This will ensure a continuons supply of samples Fom nagratory wild bird
speeies fur actve and passive surveiltange,

4.1 Measures ingluded in the programme for surveillance in poaltry

4.1.1 Desienation of the central authority in churge of supcivising and coordinating the departments

responsible tor implemeniing ihe programme

Tl Veterinary Regulation, Fisheries Conservation and Contral Pivision (¥ RIFCCM), Alherlown, Marsa s
respansible for the progrumme. The Nationel Welerinacy Laboratory i3 respensible [or testing and dispateh

uf samples to the CKL.

4. 1.2 System in place for the repistradion of holdings

There = noe dirget national legislatien obliming egg-laying flock helders to register iheir fomn, Howewver
olher regulations regquest commercial egg producers o have an approval mark and compensation schemies
imdircetly enforce the registtation of cge-layving Farms, There is the Eep Marking Repulation 3452003
whigh reruires that all eges sold at retail level, cxeluding those sold direcify 1o the consumers on farm, have
s he marked by a anique identity number, This vniqee number i3 issued by the competent asthoricy, which
5 Lthe VRICCD. The control at retail level talls under the sopepdision of the Envieonmental Tealth
Ieparement which falls under the Tirectorate of Public Flealih under the Mimistry of Social Policy.



Farms not registered with the competent avtherity can not be given this unique identity aumber.

There is alse the Special Marketing Podiey Programme Maltese agricurtiure (SMPPAMAY which entitles only
regrstered business operators tooa refund of 16 curo cents per dozen cggs sald.

| [ MALTA f GOZO
"BROILERFLOCKS | w2 29

LAYLR FLOCKS | B 8

MIXED (brotlerlayery 5 38 0
: TURKEY FLOCKS | LA Y -

v Lhere are no Breeding brodler parent flock on the [sband.

»  Thore are no free-range farms or outdoor holdings.

; Ratites, ducks, quails and pheasants ure not bred m Malta,

= A gegistration of backyard flecks of podiey mnd waerfons] e the Malrese temitory was camed o

tluring Cgivher 2003,

413 1da nn vaceinalion carriad out

Mo vaccimalion lor Al 15 carried out in the Maltese [slands

Deseription of the epidemivlopical situation of the discase in wild birds doring the
last five vears

A

Surveilfance prosrinime 2005

32 samples were Giken Trom wild birds, Apat from organ samples fixo twe dead birds found on a cargo
ship originating from Taiwan, which were tested by viral isolation, all other samples were sera Irom wild
ducks. All samples were sent 4o the ORI n Weybridge, LK and resulted negarve.

Surveillance programme 2006

In 2006 the number of wikd ducks and other migratory birds sampled by means of cloacal swabs andfor
faccal samples, and sent i the CRL in Weybridge for westing by means of PCR and viral isolation was 90
A tumber of other wild snd semi captive ducks, 36, werg tested by serotegy. All samples tested negative
Avvian Influenza.

Surveillance programme 2007
A mumber Wild ducks, 57, and 31 other migratory aniscellangons birds were also sampled by means of

clomeat swahs, tracheal swabs and’or faseal samples, which were then senl to the ORL m Yeybridge tor
testing by means of PCR and viral isolation. All samples tested nesative to Avian Inthuenss.

- 14 -



Surveillance programme 20068

Wild ducks and other migratory birds shall be sampled by means of cloacal swabs, tracheal swabs
and/or fagecal samples. which shall be sent to the CRIL in Weybridge For testing hy nweans of FCR
and wviral 1solation. The Natenal Yetennary Laboratory s collaborating closely wih Hunting
Aszociations, Nird Watcher sroups and several bird parks and sanctuaries to strengthen Malta's
active and passive sunveillance proprammes it wild binds.

Surveillance programmne 2009

Wild ducks and other migratary bivds shall be sampled by means of ¢loacal swabs, tracheal swabs andor
taccal samples. which shall be sent to the CKL in Wevbridge tor testing by means of PCE and wiral
isclation. The coilaboration with hunting associations, bird conscovation groups, bird parks and bird
sancluaries will be mainiained. This will ensure a continuous supply of samples from migratony wild bird
speeies for aclive and passive surveillance.

3.1, Measwres iogluded in the progegnume lor surveillance inowild bivds

S0 Designation of the central authority in charge of supervising and  cogrdinaling the
dejrartments respensible [or implomentng the programme

YVeterinary Regebalion, Fisheries Conservalion anid Cottral Division (VRFCCLY), Albertown. Marsa,

3.1.2 Description and deiimitaiion of the geographical and administrative areas in which the

prognimme 15 te be appliod

o The surveillance programme will apply to the Islands of Malta and Goro,

#  The twoslands are going o be considered a5 one region
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. Weasures in plaee as reoards the potification of the disease

Chapter 437 Articles 5, 6,7,8,9 16, 18, 1%, 35 and 37 and the second, third and (1Rh schedule ol the
Yeteninary Services lay dovwn Local legislation that deals with the notification of Avian influenza.

- 17 -
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